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PREFACE. 


The  Author  has  been  led  by  degrees  to  this  publication. 
Having  been  called  from  time  to  time  by  his  brethren  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  to  plead  the  duty  of  mis- 
sionary exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Jews,  his  mind  was 
more  and  more  led  to  consider  the  scriptural  character  of 
that  Christian  duty  in  connection  with  the  future  state  of 
the  Jews.  Hence  also  a  part  of  this  volume  has  already 
appeared  in  print ;  several  of  the  discourses  which  were 
preached  in  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  having  been 
published  in  those  cities  after  they  were  preached. 

The  Introductory  Remarks,  and  the  Discourses  on  the 
I'erseverance  of  Christ,  the  Last  Tribulation  of  the  Jews, 
the  Redeemer's  coming  from  the  heavenly  Zion,  Zion  shi- 
ning with  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  effect  of  Zion's 
Blessedness  on  the  World,  with  the  closing  Appendix,  he 
now  for  the  first  time  publishes  from  the  press. 

The  Author  preferred  on  the  whole  leaving  the  subject 
in  the  original  form  of  sermons,  as  they  were  preached  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  preparing  a  distinct 
treatise  on  the  subject.  The  reader  is  thus  more  practi- 
cally directed  to  the  chief  seat  of  the  particular  doctrine 
illustrated,  and  to  its  great  evidence.  It  may  have  occa- 
sioned some  repetition,  but  it  presents  the  truth  in  a  more 
devotional  and  quickening  way  to  the  readei-'s  attention, 
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and  will  perhaps  be  more  interesting  to  such  as  may  have 
heard  the  sermons  from  the  pulpit. 

The  present  very  peculiar  situation  of  the  land  of  Judea, 
and  of  the  Jewish  nation,  has  led  to  the  hope  that  this 
publication  may  be  seasonable  and  useful  in  directing  the 
attention  of  Christians  to  the  scriptural  statements,  so 
full  of  large  and  rich  liope,  as  to  the  future  condition  of 
this  remarkable  people.  The  Author  trusts  that  he  may 
have  so  confirmed  the  doctrine  of  their  restoration  by  the 
gathering  togetlier  of  the  Divine  testimony  upon  it,  that 
the  faith  of  his  fellow-Christians  in  it  may  be  strengthened, 
and  the  volume  of  believing  prayer  ascending  to  heaven 
in  their  behalf  be  increased  and  enlarged. 

But  it  is  not  merely  this  issue  that  he  seeks.  The  begun 
restoration  of  Israel  may  in  a  short  time  be  a  fact  instead 
of  a  prophecy,  and  decide  hy  a  fulfilment  the  true  princi- 
ple of  interpretation  of  prophecy  ;  but  that  fact  is  to  us 
of  chief  and  primary  importance  from  its  close  and  inti- 
mate connection,  as  will  be  seen,  with  other  yet  more 
important  events.  It  is  the  warning  voice  to  Christendom 
of  the  near  approach  of  those  events,  preparation  for  which 
is  one  great  end  of  all  Christian  doctrine  and  instruction. 
God  seems  to  be  graciously  recompensing  the  love  of  the 
British  churches  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  in 
attending  to  the  Jews,  by  giving  us  fuller  and  more  com- 
prehensive views  of  Divine  truth  concerning  our  own 
state,  and  hence  more  preparation  of  mind  for  what  is 
before  the  Gentile  churches.  None  indeed  can  attend  to 
any  Chi'istian  duty,  and  especially  to  one  so  brought  be- 
fore us  as  this  is  in  the  word  of  God,  without  many  col- 
lateral blessings. 

The  interest  which  the  Established  Church  of  Ireland 
has  taken  in  the  Jewish  cause  has  also  been,  to  the  Author's 
own  knowledge,  on  personal  visits  in  Ireland,  highly  ex- 
emplary. Amidst  all  the  difficulties  of  faithful  ministers 
in  Ireland,  this  cause  has  so  maintained  its  hold  on  their 
affections,  that  £2000  is  yearly  contributed  by  our  sister 
church  in  Ireland  for  tlie  conversion  of  Israel. 
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The  vigorous  efforts  made  in  favour  of  the  Jewish  nation 
by  the  <ieneral  assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  not- 
withstanding the  peculiar  difficulties  of  that  church  at  the 
present  moment,  calls  also  for  the  gratitude  and  imitation 
of  Protestant  churches  every  where.  When  assisting  at 
the  formation  of  an  Auxiliary  to  the  London  Jews'  Society 
at  Edinburgh,  in  May,  1839,  the  Author  stated,  what  he 
stiU  deeply  feels,  that  "  the  Jews'  Society  was  specially 
also  interesting,  as  a  point  of  union  now,  through  the  late 
delightful  movement  in  the  General  Assembly  in  sending 
a  deputation  to  the  Jews,  between  the  two  sister  churches 
of  England  and  Scotland.  I  cannot  in  the  least  sympa- 
thise with  those  high-minded  boastings  which  lead  men 
of  either  communion  to  glory  over  any  who,  amidst  mani- 
fest infirmities  even,  may  yet  truly  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  I  speak,  I  believe,  the  sentiments  of  a  large  and 
devoted  part  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  well  as  of 
Scotland,  that,  however  we  'may  give  a  preference  to  our 
respective  chui-ch  constitutions,  we  see  that  ministers  of 
either  church,  who  are  faithfully  preaching  Ciirist  and 
seeking  his  glory,  are  both  on  the  one  foundation,  and 
brother  ministers  in  the  one  Church  of  our  one  Head  and 
common  Saviour  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  feel  also  that 
we  are  called  in  this  day  to  a  common  conflict  with  his 
enemies,  and  desire  to  stand  together  and  contend  with 
one  spirit  against  Socinians  and  Papists,  and  all  the  spiri- 
tual foes  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  maintain  the  purity 
of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  Grace  of  God.  Our  one 
object  should  be  not  to  magnify  ourselves,  nor  to  exalt 
even  our  respective  churches,  but  to  magnify  our  one  Lord 
and  Saviour,  lay  the  crown  at  his  feet,  and  rejoice  in  the 
thought  that  he  shall  bear  all  the  glory." 

The  author  submits  the  scriptural  subject  of  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land  to  the  consideration 
of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  of  his  fellow-Chris- 
tians. He  believes  it  to  be  not  only  a  scriptural,  but  also 
a  practical  and  seasonable  doctrine  for  the  edification  of 
the  church.    He  earnestly  ])ray8  to  our  heavenly  Father 
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to  grant  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  oflRce  it  is  to  guide 
into  all  truth  and  to  shew  us  things  to  come,  may  be 
largely  imparted  to  all  in  their  fulfilling  the  plain  direction 
to  take  heed  to  the  sure  word  of  prophecy. 

Edward  Bickersteth. 

Walton  Rectory,  Herts, 
Febniary  1,  1841. 
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INTRODUbrORY  REMARKS, 


ON  THE  SCRIPTURAL  EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  FUTURE  RESTO- 
RATION OF  THE  JEWS,  ON  SOME  OF  THE  PRESENT  RE- 
MARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCES  CONCERNING  THEM,  AND 
THE  PRACTICAL  LESSONS  WHICH  GOD's  DEALINGS  WITH 
THEM  TEACHES. 

Of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  Jewish  nation  has  un- 
questionably been  the  largest  blessing  to  the  human  race. 
However  much  any  nation  may  have  been  indebted  to 
other  nations,  for  arts  and  for  science,  for  genius  and  for 
eloquence,  for  taste  and  for  civilization,  for  riches  or  for 
jurisprudence,  to  the  Jews  all  nations  are  indebted  for  a 
better  light  than  the  wisest  of  the  heathens  ever  could  dis- 
cern, or  the  most  enlightened  of  their  philosophers  ever 
did  or  could  bestow.  Full  divine  knowledge  on  that  which 
most  nearly  concerns  us,  respecting  our  Maker  or  ourselves, 
our  duty  now  and  our  happiness  for  ever,  and  that  spiri- 
tual light  which  the  most  favoured  human  beings  enjoy  at 
the  present  moment,  God  has  vouchsafed  to  bestow  through 
Jewish  prophets,  Jewish  evangelists,  and  Jewish  apostles. 
Our  Lord  himself,  according  to  the  flesh,  was  born  of  a 
Jewish  mother,  and  lived,  and  suffered,  and  wrought  his 
mighty  miracles,  and  died  and  rose  again  in  Judea.  Our 
daily  spiritual  food,  and  our  richest  inheritance  of  blessing 
came  through  this  nation.  Those  churches  which  first 
adorned  Christianity  with  unequalled  piety  and  beauty, 
sprung  up  in  Judea  ;  and,  through  their  lively  faith  and 
ardent  love,  the  gospel  of  Christ  speedily  spread  through 
the  Roman  empire,  and  so  has  reached  every  Christian 
land  and  every  Christian  heart. 
But  how  changed  is  this  nation  now  !    How  low  have 
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the  Jews  sunk  in  every  land  1  "  The  precious  sons  of  Zion, 
comparable  to  fine  gold,  how  are  they  esteemed  as  earthern 
pitchers,  the  work  of  the  hands  of  the  potter  !  "  Lam.  iv. 
2.  Instead  of  giving  light  to  others,  they  themselves  are 
sunk  into  gross  darkness,  and  need  to  receive  light  from 
the  descendants  of  those  to  whom  their  forefathers  once 
gave  it.  They  still  remain  in  the  hardness  of  self- righte- 
ousness and  unbelief,  rejecting  their  true,  their  only,  and 
hereafter  their  universally  to  be  owned,  honoured,  and 
beloved  Messiah. 

Yet  they  are  preserved  in  their  distinctness  ;  they  are 
still  witnesses  for  inestimably  precious  truths  ;  they  main- 
tain a  persevering  hope  of  a  coming  Saviour  ;  there  is  a 
perceptible  and  unusual  movement  among  them  ;  there  is 
a  growing  interest  spreading  through  the  nations  of  the 
earth  concerning  them  ;  what  then  is  to  be  their  future 
state  ?  Has  God  stores  of  mercy  in  reserve  for  them,  and 
even  larger  blessings  for  the  world,  than  have  ever  yet 
))een  received  by  it,  through  them. 

Our  great  and  glorious  God  claims  it  as  his  own  preroga- 
tive to  foreshew  things  to  come  ;  "  who  as  I,  shall  call  and 
shall  declare  it,  and  set  it  in  order  for  me,  since  I  appoint- 
ed the  ancient  people  ?  And  the  things  that  are  coming, 
and  shall  come,  let  them  shew  unto  them."  Isaiah  xliv. 
7.  We  can  therefore  know  future  events  with  absolute 
certainty,  only  as  God  has  revealed  them  in  his  own  word. 

But  the  history  of  Abraham  and  his  posterity  has  from 
the  first  call  of  Abraham  been  foretold  and  revealed, 
and  it  has  been  gradually  accomplishing  from  the  begin- 
ning. Nearly  4000  j'ears  since,  the  promise  was  given  ; 
"  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee, 
and  make  thy  name  great,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  blessing  ; 
and  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee,  and  curse  him  that 
curseth  thee,  and  in  thee  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed,"  Gen.  xii.  1 — 8.  We  have  here  outward  mercies, 
inward  happiness,  true  glory,  overflowing  usefulness,  bless- 
edness of  friends,  victory  over  enemies,  and  finally  trium- 
phant love  in  universal  blessedness  through  his  seed,  secured 
by  God's  promise  to  Abraham  and  his  posterity. 
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Shortly  afterwards  Abraham  was  called  to  survey  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  it  was  promised  to  him  in  these 
words,  "  Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  from  the  place 
where  thou  art,  northward,  and  southward,  and  eastward, 
and  westward  ;  for  all  the  land  which  thou  seest,  to  thee 
will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever.  "  Gen.  xiii.  14, 16. 
The  promise  was  renewed,  and  confirmed  to  Isaac  and 
Jacob.  Gen.  xvii.  4—16  ;  xxii.  15 — 18  ;  xxvi.  3,  4  ;  xxviii. 
13 — 15.  The  extent  of  the  land  is  more  explicitly  stated 
in  the  words,  "  Unto  thy  seed  have  I  given  this  land, 
from  the  river  of  Egypt  unto  the  great  river  the  river 
Euphrates."  Gen.  xv.  18. 

These  promises,  in  their  plain  and  obvious  meaning, 
conve}'  a  perpetual  possession  of  this  land  to  this  nation. 
Yet  hitherto  the  actual  possession  by  the  children  of  Abra- 
ham has  been  very  partial  and  interrupted.  Even  in  the 
reign  of  Solomon  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  that 
full  possession  and  sovereignty  of  the  whole  which  the 
promises  lead  us  to  expect.  And  history  shews  us  that  for 
1800  years,  the  Jews  have  been  driven  from  this  land,  and 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  but  they  are  so  mar- 
vellously preserved  in  their  distinctness,  in  the  midst  of 
the  nations,  that  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  propliecy  is 
to  this  day  a  possibility,  and  their  present  state  is,  in  the 
providence  of  God  such  as  to  make  it  a  probability  in  the 
eyes  of  men  in  general. 

The  original  promises  are  confirmed  and  enlarged  in  a 
great  variety  of  forms  in  subsequent  parts  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Prophecies  which  describe  literally  their  pre- 
sent dispersion  and  degradation,  then  promise  their  future 
restoration  and  glory  ;  thus  making  the  dispersion  the 
pledge  and  assurance  of  the  restoration. 

There  have  been  different  systems  of  interpretation  of 
these  prophecies'  in  the  Christian  church.  Some  would 
view  them  as  already  literally  fulfilled  ;  or  explain  them 
in  a  figurative  and  mystical  sense.  Others,  fully  agreeing 
that  true  believers  have,  through  Christ,  a  real  interest  in 
every  spiritual  and  eternal  blessing  promised  in  the  Old 
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Testament,  and  that  the  New  Testament  justifies  us  in  a 
spiritual  application  of  some  of  the  Old  Testament  pro- 
phecies to  the  Christian  church,  believe  also  that  there 
will  be  yet  an  exact  literal  accomplishment  to  the  Jewish 
nation  of  the  promises  made  to  them.  This  is  the  view 
here  maintained. 

Though  many  Christian  commentators  of  real  and  deep 
piety,  with  much  learning  also,  have  laboured  to  set  aside 
the  future  literal  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  foretelling 
the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  yet  the  general  voice  of  the 
church  in  past  ages  has  been  in  favour  both  of  their 
conversion  and  restoration,  as  clearly  foretold  in  the  word 
of  God.* 

The  object  of  these  introductory  remarks  is  to  establish 
the  view  of  a  future  literal  restoration.  In  order  to  this, 
we  will  notice,  (1.)  The  general  principle  of  interpreta- 
tion ;  (2.)  Some  plain  predictions  promising  their  restora- 
tion ;  (3.)  The  objections  sometimes  made  to  this  doctrine  ; 
(4.)  The  situation  of  the  ten  tribes  :  (.5.)  The  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  our  faith  ;  (fi.)  Their  history  when  restored  ; 
(7.)  Some  particulars  respecting  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  Jews ;  and  (8.)  The  practical  use  of  the  doctrine. 
May  our  heavenly  Father  guide  both  the  author  and  the 
reader  into  his  own  truth  ! 


1.    THE  GENERAL  PRINCIPLE  OF  INTERPRETATION. 

In  considering  the  general  principle  of  interpretation,  it 
is  on  this  subject  important  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  circum- 

*  It  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  have  accumulated  here  testimonies 
from  all  ages.  Fathers  and  their  successors,  Protestants,  Reformers  of  diffe- 
rent countries,  Puritans,  Church  of  England  writers,  and  Dissenters,  and 
men  of  vast  variety  of  opinions  on  other  parts  of  Christian  theology,  who 
have  agreed  in  expounding  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  as  declaring 
a  yet  future  national  conversion  and  restoration  of  the  Jews  ;  but  let  us  rest 
on  the  simple  and  full  testimony  of  scripture.  Let  the  reader's  faith  be  in 
God's  word,  and  not  in  man's.  My  friend,  Mr.  Brooks,  in  his  valuable  work 
entitled,  "  Elements  of  Prophetical  interpretation,"  has  brought  together 
much  of  this  voice  of  the  church.  Bishop  Prideaux  states,  "Astruunt  hoc, 
inter  Patres,Origines,Chrysostoraus,  Ambrosius,  Hieronymus,  et  e  recentiori- 
bus  quam  plurimi,  qui  alias  inter  se  in  nimium  multis  digladiantur." 
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stances  in  which  the  prophets  delivered  their  predictions. 
The  times  of  the  prophets  may  help  us  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment of  the  past  or  future  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy. 
Jonah  and  A  mos,  and  perhaps  Ho&ea  and  Joel,  prophesied 
before  the  captivity  of  Israel.  Isaiah  chiefly  delivered 
his  prophecies  after  that  captivity,  as  in  part  did  Mkah  ; 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  prophets  delivered  their  prophecies 
wholly  after  the  captivity  of  Israel. 

Jeremiah,  Nahuin,  Hahakkuk,  Zephaniah,  Ezekiel,  Daniel, 
and  Ohadiah  delivered  theirs  just  previous  to  or  at  the  time 
of  the  captivity  of  Judah. 

Haggai  and  Zechariah  prophesied  after  the  return  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  in  the  times  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah. 

Malachi,  delivered  his  at  a  considerably  later  period, 
when  the  Jews  had  for  some  time  been  settled  on  their 
return.  He  describes  their  state  thus  :  "  Judah  hath  dealt 
treacherously,  and  an  abomination  is  committed  in  Jeru- 
salem," (Mai.  iii.  11,)  and  states  their  rejection,  with  the 
exception  of  the  remnant  that  should  abide  his  coming,  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord,  on  account  of  their  sins. 

The  desolation  then  of  Israel  was  the  palpable  object 
before  some  of  the  chief  prophets  ;  and  it  was  their  cap- 
tivity, and  the  threatening  of  that  to  come  in  Babylon 
(Isaiah  xxxix.  0,)  which  gave  occasion  to  many  of  the 
inspired  expressions  of  those  glowing  predictions  of  resto- 
ration and  future  glory,  with  which  the  Old  Testament 
prophecies,  and  especially  those  of  Isaiah,  abound.  Hence 
there  might  justly  be  gathered  from  them  a  favourable 
hope  of  the  restoration  of  the  ten  tribes. 

But  the  following  table,  though  the  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  dates  are  numerous,  and  exact  accuracy  is  not  aimed 
at,  as  indeed  it  is  not  attainable,  may  assist  the  reader  in 
gaining  a  general  impression  of  the  connection  of  the  pro- 
phecies with  the  captivities  of  the  Jews,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  The  dates  which  the  pro- 
phets (who  mention  the  names  of  the  kings  in  whose  reigns 
they  prophecied)  themselves  give,  furnish  the  surest  guide  ; 
and  minute  accuracy  is  not  very  material. 
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TABLE  OF  THE  TIMES  OF  THE  PROPHETS 
AND  THE  CAPTIVITIES. 


Prophets. 


Jonah 
Amos  26 
Hosea  40 

Isaiah  48 
Joel 

Micah  40 


Duration  of 
the  larger 
Fropliecies. 


Amos 
Hosea 


Nahum 


Zephaniab 
Jeremiah  31 
Habakkuk 


Daniel  70 


Ezeklel  22 
Obadiah 


Hag.  &  Zech. 


445 

397  iMalachi 


Isaiah 
Micah 


Jeremiah 


Daniel 


Ezek. 


Duties  relating  to  the  Captivities  and 
Restoration. 


[Jonah,  Hosea,  and  Amos  were  pro- 
phets of  Israel ;  the  remainder  were  pro- 
phets of  Judah.] 


7An  S  Tilgath  Pileser  invades  Israel.  1 

\  Chron.  v.  26.    2  Kings  xv.  29. 
„.,„  r  Salmaneser  makes  the  king  tribu- 

Itary,  2  Kings  xvii.  3. 

r  Salmaneser  invades  Israel.  2  Kings 

1  xvii.  4 ;  xviii.  9. 

„,.,,  r  Salmaneser  takes  Samaria  and  car- 
tries  Israel  captive.  2  Kings  xvii,  0. 

1  Sennacherib  invades  Judah.  2 
'^■^ /Kings  xviii.  13—16. 

r  Sennacherib's  army  destroyed. 
\2  Kings  xviii.  xix. 

I  Completion  of  Israel's  captivity  by 
°"  \  Esarhaddon.  Is.  vii.  8. 2 Kg.  xvii.  24 
'  Mauasseh  king  of  Judah  carried 
''Icaptive.   2  Chron.  xxx.  11. 


fiftfi  /  Nebuchadnezzar  invades  Judea. 
X  2  Kings  xxiv.    Dan.  i. 

„„ /  Jeconiah  carried  captive.  2  Kings 
I  xxiv.  8 — 16. 

Nebuchadnezzar  takes  Jerusalem. 


{  2  Kings  XXV. 

,„ .  r  Remnant  carried  captive  by  Ne- 
1  buzaradan.   Jer.  lii.  30. 

(■Cyprus  proclaims  liberty  to  the 
\  captive  Jews.   Ezra  i. 


/Decree  of  Darius  in  favour  of  the 
IJews.    Ezra  V. 
457    Ezra's  Commission.    Ezra  vii. 
rNehemiah's   Commission.  Neh. 

^^ni-v. 
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It  will  be  seen,  from  this  table,  that  there  were  various 
steps  in  the  restoration  of  the  two  tribes  from  captivity,  and 
different  returns  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon  (Ezra  i — vii.), 
under  Zerubbabel  (Ezra,  ii.  1),  and  under  Ezra  vii.  7  ;  viii. 
and  some  of  the  ten  tribes  returned  at  those  times.  Sama- 
ria was  chiefly  peopled  by  foreigners  (2  Kings  xvii.  23, 
24)  ;  yet  it  is  probable  that  many  Israelites  did  gradually 
return  afterwards  (1  Chron,  ix.  3),  and  were  spread  over 
Galilee,  as  well  as  Judea,  in  the  time  of  our  Lord  ;  among 
the  Samaritans  themselves  were  not  improbably  inter- 
mingled remnants  of  the  ten  tribes  ;  so  that  Samaria  gra- 
dually acquired  some  knowledge  of  divine  truth. 

From  these  facts,  many  have  thought  that  this  partial 
return  was  the  whole  literal  fulfilment  of  the  glowing  pro- 
mises of  the  Old  Testament  that  is  to  be  expected,  and 
have  adopted  as  a  principle  of  interpretation,  that  the 

LANGUAGE  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES  is  hyperbolical,  or  FULL 

OF  strong  and  lively  figures  and  eastern  imagery,  sq 
AS,  WITHOUT  great  CAUTION,  to  mislead  us,  and  to  make 

us  OVERLOOK  THE  ACTUAL  FULFILMENT. 

The  return  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  was  indeed  a  fulfil- 
ment of  some  explicit  prophecies,  respecting  those  two 
tribes  and  the  parts  of  the  other  tribes  carried  captive  to 
Babylon.  It  was  also  a  most  merciful  preservation  of  a 
remnant  for  great  ends  ;  that  the  church  of  God  might 
never  fail  ;  that  the  promise  of  the  Messiah,  to  descend 
from  Judah  and  from  David,  might  be  fulfilled,  and  its 
fulfilment  be  distinctly  discerned,  and  that  the  primi- 
tive church  might  arise  in  Judea,  and  go  forth  to  bless  the 
Gentiles. 

But  when  we  compare  the  general  predictions  of  restora- 
tion with  the  supposed  fulfilment,  we  find  it  impossible, 
even  with  the  admission  of  figurative  language,  to  harmon- 
ize them. 

The  promise  of  the  return  of  the  Jews,  (Isa.  xliv. — xlvi. 
after  the  seventy  years  captivity  (Jer.  xxix.  1 — 10),  was 
specifically  given  to  those  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  carried 
captive  from  Jerusalem.     It  was  exactly  and  literally 
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fulfilled.  Dan.  ix.  2,  2  Chron  xxxvi.  20—23.  But  their 
state,  on  their  return,  was  so  humbled  and  afflicted,  or  so 
struggling  in  severe  conflicts,  as  almost  to  preclude  mis- 
takes, as  to  there  being  no  literal  fulfilment  of  the  larger 
promises.  So  far  from  the  glory  being  greater  than  before, 
many  things  were  wanting.  After  Malachi,  the  gift  of 
prophecy  was  withdrawn.  There  were  no  Urim  or  Thum- 
min,  no  Shechinah,  no  lengthened  independence,  and  none 
of  the  family  of  David  on  the  throne.  So  far  from  being 
all  righteous,  though  there  was  a  remnant  that  feared  God, 
the  general  state  of  the  restored  Jews  was  con-upt  and 
self-righteous,  as  we  learn  from  Malachi.  Nehemiah 
explicitly  says,  "  Behold  we  are  servants  this  day  :  the 
kings  whom  thou  hast  set  over  us  have  dominion  over  our 
bodies."  Neh.  ix.  36,  37.  They  were  subject  first  to  the 
Persians,  then  to  the  Grecians,  and  then  to  the  Romans. 
(See  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  1  Maccabees,  and  John  xix.  15.) 
Though  when  in  subjection  they  had  seasons  of  tranquillity 
and  favour  ;  and  in  the  times  of  the  Maccabees  prodigies  of 
valour  were  wrought,  and  extraordinary  faithfulness  was 
manifested,  and  considerable  independence  was  attained, 
yet  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  there  was  nothing  that 
realized  that  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  national 
preeminence  and  glory  which  have  been  predicted  :  "a 
little  reviving  in  bondage  "  (Ezra  ix.  8,  9.)  was  not  the 
promised  glory.  "  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion, 
he  shall  appear  in  his  glory."  Psalm  cii.  16.  And  this 
was  not  fulfilled  at  their  return.  The  glory  of  the  latter 
house  has  j'et  to  be  revealed,  (Compare  Haggai  ii.  6 — 9  ; 
and  Heb.  xii.  26.)  There  has  been  no  time  in  their  his- 
tory since  the  prophecies  were  given  (making  full  allow- 
ance for  figurative  language)  really  corresponding  to  the 
plain  and  explicit  predictions  of  universal  righteousness 
and  blessedness  given  in  the  Old  Testament. 

Indeed  the  whole  time  that  the  Jews  have  possessed  the 
land  from  their  entrance  into  it,  to  the  final  captivity  by 
Nebuchadnezzer,  was,  according  to  the  ordinary  chrono- 
logy, 867  years  ;  and  if  Mr.  Clinton's  number  of  the  inter- 
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val  of  the  Judges  be  adopted,  1000  years.  About  fiOO 
more  years  will  take  in  the  period  from  the  restoration, 
from  Babylon  to  the  Roman  captivity.  View  this  in 
connection  with  the  promises  of  the  continued,  peaceful, 
uninterrupted  and  everlasting  possession'foretold  in  the 
prophecies,  and  see  the  force  of  the  prayer  God  himself  puts 
into  the  lips  of  his  people  :  "  Return  for  thy  servant's  sake, 
the  tribes  of  thine  inheritance.  The  people  of  thy  holiness 
have  possessed  it  but  a  little  while.  Our  adversaries  have 
trodden  down  thy  sanctuary."    Isaiah  Ixiii.  17,  18. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  asserted  (Josh.  xxi.  43),  "  the  Lord 
gave  unto  Israel  all  the  land  which  he  svvare  to  give  unto 
their  fathers  ;  and  they  possessed  it,  and  dwelt  therein  ; 
and  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round  about,  according  to  all 
that  he  sware  unto  their  fathers  ;  there  failed  not  aught  of 
any  good  thing  which  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  the  house 
of  Israel,  all  came  to  pass."  Large  as  these  words  are,  it 
is  clear  that  several  parts  of  the  promises  to  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  wei-e  not  then  fulfilled.  The  promise  for 
instance,  "in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blessed,"  remained  then  unfulfilled  ;  and  in  the  verj'  next 
book  of  Judges  we  have  details  of  conflicts  with  unsubdued 
inhabitants  of  the  land.  But  the  triumphant  and  undis- 
puted possession  of  the  land  at  that  time,  was  indeed  liter- 
ally and  exactly  fulfilled. 

A  similar  mode  of  expression,  "  There  hath  not  failed 
one  word  of  all  his  good  promise  which  he  promised  by 
the  hand  of  Moses  his  servant,"  occurs  1  Kings  viii.  56,  on 
Solomon's  dedication  of  the  temple.  This  was  another 
step  onwards  toward  the  complete  accomplishment  of  God's 
purposes  of  love  to  Israel. 

Thus  God's  promises  of  grace  have  a  growing  accom- 
plishment, and  are  said  to  be  fulfilled  at  each  stage  of 
their  accomplishment,  which  in  reality  becomes  an  earnest 
and  pledge  of  their  final  completion. 

It  is  admitted  then  that  the  two  tribes  were  restored  for 
above  500  years,  but  the  evidence  wholly  fails  as  to  the 
full  restoration  of  Israel.     Josephus   says  explicitly, 
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"  There  are  but  two  tribes  in  Asia  and  Europe  subject  to 
the  Romans  while  the  ten  tribes  are  beyond  the  Euphrates 
till  now,  and  are  an  immense  multitude  not  to  be  esti- 
mated by  numbers."  The  scriptures  and  history  are  silent 
as  to  any  actual  return  of  the  whole  of  the  ten  tribes 
carried  into  captivity  by  the  Assyrians.  Ezra  specifically 
mentions  the  return  of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  Ezra  i.  5  ; 
iv.  1.  Though  some  of  Israel  (1  Chron.  ix.  3.  Ezra  vi. 
16 — 21.  Luke  ii.  3G)  were  "  the  companions  of  Judah,  yet 
Joseph  and  the  stock  of  Ephraim  his  companions,"  ac- 
cording to  the  discriminating  language  of  Ezekiel  (xxxvii. 
16),  did  not  return  then  to  possess  their  land  and  remain 
yet  to  return. 

It  is  true  that  the  name  of  Israel,  as  being  the  patriar- 
chal and  covenant  name  of  the  whole  nation,  was  con- 
tinued and  applied  to  those  who  did  return,  (Ezra  ii.  2  ; 
viii.  35.)  as  we  see  frequently  afterwards  ;  (Mai.  i.  1.  Acts 
xxvi.  7.  Romans  ix — xi.  James  i.  1.)*  and  so  a  pledge 
was  given  of  God's  continued  interest  in  the  whole  ;  for  on 
this  very  point  we  are  told  "  the  gifts  and  calling  of  God 
are  without  repentance."  Yet  when  the  prophets  enter 
minutely  into  the  predicted  return,  they  carefully  distin- 
guish between  the  kingdom  of  Judah  and  that  of  Israel. 
On  these  general  principles  then  we  cannot  think  that  the 
prophets  have  used  any  thing  like  a  turgid  or  swollen 
language,  but  believe  that  we  may  still  look  for  a  future 
fulfilment  literally  of  the  glowing  predictions. 

The  common  mode  of  interpretation  however  is  rather 
to  relinquish  this  attempt  to  establish  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion, and  to  rest  chiefly  upon  the  figurative  or  spiritual 
view  of  the  passage.  Those  however  who  do  so  materially 
differ  in  their  mode  of  interpretation.  The  Roman  Catho- 
lics would  so  confine  Zion  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  to 

*  The  expression  in  James  i.  1,  ti\  Stcurmpa  seems  to  shew  us  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  even  then  when  parts  of  the  two  tribes  had  returned  from  Baby- 
lon, still  viewed  large  parts  of  the  twelve  tribes  as  not  gathered,  but  in  a 
state  of  dispersion  and  scattering;  the  return  from  Babylon  being  but  a  little 
reviving  in  their  bondage.  Ezra  ix.  8.  Thus  Ezek.  xxx.  29  was  not  then  ful- 
filled. 
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apply  all  the  promised  riches  and  glory  to  the  church  of 
Rome  in  particular,  and  by  this  prove  that  Rome  only  is 
the  true  church  ;  and  some  Protestants  have  applied  the 
predictions  to  particular  suffering  and  faithful  Protestant 
churches,  and  their  deliverances  from  these  trials  ;  and 
with  neither  of  these  private  views  on  prophecy  can  the 
author  agree.  Christians  at  large  of  all  ages  have  gen- 
erally applied  the  predictions  to  the  true  church  of  Christ 
and  its  members  ;  and  in  a  modified  sense,  as  hereafter 
shewn,  this  may  be  scripturally  maintained. 

1.  Let  us  first  notice,  as  a  general  principle  of  interpre- 
tation, that  the  scriptures  are  written  in  a  plain  and  in- 
telligible way,  (Prov.  viii.  8,  9.)  adapted  to  those  to  whom 
they  were  first  addressed  and  to  all  ages.    Where  a 

LITERAL  SENSE  INVOLVES  NO  ABSURDITY  OR  MANIFEST 
FIGURE,  IT  IS,  IN  THE  FIRST  PLACE,  TO  BE  HELD  AS  THE 

TRUE  AND  RIGHT  SENSE,  and  no  farther  or  deeper  mean- 
ing should  be  allowed  to  shut  out  this  first  sense,  which 
must  be  true,  whatever  else  may  further  be  drawn  from 
it.  God  means  fully,  what  to  the  people  he  addresses  he 
plainly  says.  "'  Here  is  the  sure  foundation  of  all  Chris- 
tian faith,  and  let  us  not  be  moved  from  it.  Where  the 
obvious,  grammatical  and  literal  meaning  is  capable  of  a 
plain  and  literal  fulfilment,  in  times  past  or  in  times  to 
come,  and  does  not  contradict  other  scriptures,  and  there 
is  no  manifest  figure  in  the  vi'ords,  we  must  at  any  rate 
hold  that  obvious  meaning  if  we  would  not  reduce  all 
scripture  to  an  uncertainty,  and  have  no  sure  standing  for 
all  our  confidence  in  God's  word.  Let  us  ever  then  take 
this  general  principle,  as  of  first  importance  in  our  inter- 
pretation, and  believe  accordingly,  t 

*  Mede  says,  "  I  cannot  be  persuaded  to  forsake  the  proper  and  usual 
import  of  scripture  language,  where  neither  the  insinuation  of  tlie  text  itself, 
nor  manifest  tokens  of  allegory,  nor  the  necessity  and  the  nature  of  the 
things  spoken  of  (which  will  bear  no  other  sensel  do  warrant  it.  For  to  do 
so  were  to  lose  all  footing  of  divine  testimony,  and  instead  of  scripture  to 
believe  mine  own  imaginations."  He  then  applies  this  principle  to  Rev.  xx. 
See  Works,  770. 

t  Bishop  Horsley's  remarks  on  the  mere  spiritualizing  on  the  prophecies, 
in  his  translation  of  Hosea,  are  just,  at  least  in  the  qualified  sense  mentioned 
above  : — "A  prejudice  which  for  a  long  time  possessed  the  minds  of  Christians 
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2.  But  with  this  first  principle  of  interpretation  firmly 
held,  we  may  also  seek  to  obtain  from  the  scriptures, 
where  the  words  allow  it,  a  yet  fuller  meaning,  or  all  that 
farther  light  which  God  in  the  riches  of  his  wisdom  and 
love  may  have  designed  to  give  to  us  by  them.  We  need 
not,  on  account  of  the  literal  meaning,  therefore  always 
reject  that  spiritual  application  of  the  prophecies  to  the 
church  of  Christ,  which  has  been  so  largely  held  by  all 
Christians  from  the  early  ages.  While  we  justly  expect 
a  literal  fulfilment  of  plain  prophecies,  let  us  not  forget 
there  is  also  a  depth  and  fulness  of  scripture  beyond  our 
first  thoughts.  We  have  many  reasons  to  think  from  their 
use  in  the  New  Testament  that  there  may  be,  and  is,  the 
veiled  glory  of  the  spiritual  and  heavenly  kingdom  in  ex- 
pressions, the  full  spiritual  meaning  of  which  may  be  now 
partially  hidden  from  our  view.  But  let  us  still  hold  fast 
and  firmly  the  solid  foundation  of  all  other  senses,  a  literal 
interpretation  fulfilled  or  to  be  fulfilled,  and  be  not  carried 
way  by  our  imagination,  into  forced  vague  and  fanciful  spe- 
culations, analogies  and  applications.  Provided  we  do  this, 
such  a  fuller  meaning  may  not  only  be  a  means  of  bring- 
ing forward  what  is  spiritually  true  and  useful,  but  seems 
also  to  be  a  part  of  the  design  of  him  who  so  inspired  the 
sacred  volume  that  it  might  be  of  varied,  extended  and 

against  the  literal  sense  of  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  future  exaltation  of 
the  Jewish  nation,  gave  occasion  to  a  false  scheme  of  interpretation  ;  which, 
assuming  it  as  a  principle,  that  prophecy  under  the  old  dispensation  looked 
forward  to  nothing  beyond  the  abrogation  of  the  Mosaic  ritual,  and  the  dis- 
persion of  the  Jews  by  the  Romans,  either  wrested  every  thing  to  the  history 
antecedent  to  that  epoch,  and  generally  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  prophet's 
times,  (as  if  it  were  not  the  gift  and  business  of  t  prophet  to  see  far  before 
him,)  or  by  figurative  interpretations,  for  the  most  part  forced  and  unnatural, 
applied  what  could  not  be  so  wrested,  to  the  Christian  church,  and  rarely  to 
the  Christian  church  on  earth,  but  to  the  condition  of  the  glorified  saints  in 
heaven.  This  method  of  e.xposition,  while  it  prevailed  generally,  and  it  is 
not  yet  sufficiently  exploded,  wrapt  the  writings  of  all  the  prophets  in  ten- 
fold obscurity.  It  might  have  been  expected  that  when  once  the  principle 
was  understood  to  be  false,  a  better  system  of  interpretation  would  have  been 
immediately  adopted.  But  this  has  only  partially  taken  place.  Amongst 
ourselves  it  has  long  been  the  persuasion  of  our  best  Biblical  scholars  and 
ablest  divines,  that  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  is  a  principal  article  of  the 
prophecy,  being  indeed  a  principal  branch  of  the  great  scheme  of  general  re- 
demption." The  author  cannot  enter  into  Bishop  Horsley's  sentiments  of 
entirely  rejecting  the  figurative  interpretation,  though  he  thinks  it  to  have 
been  abused  and  perverted  when  the  literal  was  disregarded. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


13 


universal  use  to  his  church.  It  is  a  partial  view  of  God's 
plan  of  conveying  truth,  to  suppose  that  when  the  words 
admit  an  allegorical  or  spiritual  sense,  we  need  not  think 
there  may  be  also  an  exact  literal  sense  besides.  The  past 
history  of  the  Jews  is  perfectly  true  though  it  is  often  a 
type  of  better  things  to  come.  An  allegory  may  rest  on 
a  fact,  whether  that  fact  has  occurred,  or  be  hereafter 
to  occur.  The  history  and  the  allegory  may  both  be 
true,  and  both  display  the  comprehensiveness  of  divine 
wisdom.* 

Speaking  of  the  enlarged  sense  of  prophecy,  Mr.  Davison 
says,  "  Sci'ipture  prophecy  is  so  framed  in  some  of  its  pre- 
dictions as  to  bear  a  sense  directed  to  two  objects  ;  of 
which  structure  the  predictions  concerning  the  kingdom  of 
David  furnish  a  conspicuous  example.  The  double 
sense  of  prophecy  is,  however,  of  all  things  the  most  re- 
mote from  fraud  or  equivocation,  and  has  its  ground  of 
reason  perfectly  clear.  For  what  is  it  ?  Not  the  conve- 
nient latitude  of  two  unconnected  senses  wide  of  each  other, 
and  giving  room  to  a  fallacious  ambiguity,  but  the  combi- 
nations of  two  related,  analogous  and  harmonising,  though 
diseparate  subjects,  each  clear  and  definite  in  itself,  imply- 
ing a  two-fold  truth  in  the  preseience,  and  creating  an 
aggravated  difficulty,  and  thereby  an  accumulated  proof, 
in  the  completion.  So  that  the  double  sense  of  prophecy, 
in  its  true  idea,  is  a  check  upon  the  pretences  of  vague  and 
unappropriated  prediction  rather  than  a  door  to  admit 
them."  p.  210,  211. 

The  holy  scriptures  confirm  this  view  ;  it  is  plain  to  all 
that  the  New  Testament  has  revealed  to  us  a  spiritual  and 
heavenly  Zion  and  Jerusalem.  Gal.  iii.  26.  Heb.  xii.  22. 
Rev.  iii.  12  ;  xiv.  1  ;  xxi.  10.  To  these  the  literal  and 
earthly  Zion  and  Jerusalem  were  the  type  and  emblem, 

*  The  author  has  much  pleasure  in  referring  to  his  friend  Mr.  Birks's  lec- 
ture, in  the  West  Street  Cliapel  lectures,  on  Israel  restored,  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation.  He  can  by  no  means  confine  himself  to  Bishop 
Marsh's  view  of  an  allegory,  as  stated  in  his  lectures,  or  to  that  given  by  Mr. 
Jukes  in  his  principles  of  prophetic  interpretation.  It  is  not  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  whole  system  of  the  Bible. 
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introductoiy  and  elementary,  aiding  us  in  gaining  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  heavenly.    And  thence  there  is  some- 
times a  two-fold  application  of  the  Old  Testament  predic- 
tions, as  the  author  thinks  is  clear  from  the  use  made  of 
them  in  the  New  Testament.    Thus  in  the  prophecy  Isa. 
Ix.  1, — "  Arise,  shine  ;  for  thy  light  is  come  ;"  we  have  the 
inspired  authority  of  St.  Paul  for  applying  the  prediction 
in  which  this  occurs,  to  a  future  restoration  of  the  Jews  : 
(compare  Isaiali  lix.  20  and  Rom.  xi,  26.)  and  we  have,  as 
it  appears  to  the  author,  the  same  inspired  authority  for 
applying  this  particular  direction  to  believers  and  the 
church  in  general, — "  Wherefore  he  saith,  Awake,  thou 
that  sleepest  and  arise  from  the  dead  and  Christ  shall  give 
thee  light,"  (Ephes.  v.  14.)  where  the  apostle  seems  to 
refer  to  this  very  passage.    In  a  similar  manner,  when  we 
look  at  the  original  passage,  (Hosea  ii.  23.)  with  its 
whole  connection,  "  I  will  sow  her  unto  me  in  the  earth  ; 
and  I  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy  ;  and  I  will  say  to  them  whicli  are  not  my  people, 
Thou  art  my  people  ;  and  they  shall  say,  Thou  art  my 
God,"  we  cannot  but  refer  its  completed  fulfilment  to  re- 
stored Israel ;  yet  the  apostle  Paul  applies  it  "  even  to  us, 
whom  he  hath  called,  not  of  the  Jews  only,  but  also  of  the 
Gentiles."    Rom.  ix.  24.    Our  Lord  himself  has  given  us 
an  example  of  this  two-fold  application  of  prophecy,  in 
Malachi  iv.  5,  where  is  a  prediction  of  the  coming  of 
Elijah  before  the  great  day  of  the  Lord.  Of  this  prediction 
our  Lord  gives  us  the  exposition,  in  a  two-fold  applica- 
tion ;  first  literal,  and  yet  to  be  fulfilled — "  Elias  truly  shall 
first  come  and  restore  all  things  ; "  a  view  in  which  John 
himself  concurred,  when  he  said  he  was  not  Elijah  ;  (John 
i.  21.)  and  also  spiritual,  already  then  fulfilled  ;  "Elias  is 
come  already,  and  they  received  him  not ;  "  (Matt.  xvii.  11, 
12.)    John  the  Baptist  having  come  in  the  spirit  and 
power  of  Elijah.    Luke  i.  17.    Had  John  been  received 
(Matt.  xi.  14,)  he  would  have  been  to  them  as  Elias  pre- 
paring the  way  for  their  full  admission  into  the  spiritual 
and  heavenly  kingdom.    His  testimony  was  rejected,  and 
Elias  shall  hereafter  literally  come. 
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Any  general  view  of  the  church  at  large  has  on  the  face 
of  it  great  probability  in  its  favour.  It  is  then  a  great 
satisfaction  to  our  minds  to  be  assured  that  the  general 
church,  though  it  may  have  had  only  a  partial  view  of 
the  truth,  has  not  been  resting  its  hopes  on  an  erroneous 
foundation,  in  such  an  application  of  the  Old  Testament. 
It  is  one  of  the  privileges  too  of  this  day,  that  we  can  now 
freely  restore  to  our  brethren  the  Jews  their  own  promises 
without  being  tempted,  by  the  smart  of  their  enmity,  as 
the  early  church  was,  to  rob  them,  and  without  impover- 
ishing our  own  stores  of  blessings.  How  large  are  the 
thoughts  of  love  of  our  God  ! 

As  a  general  rule,  it  must  also  be  admitted,  that  it  is 
not  right  to  interpret  part  of  the  same  prophecy  exclusively 
literally,  and  another  part  exclusively  figuratively.  Each 
part  of  the  prophecy  must  be  interpreted  throughout,  on 
the  same  principle.  If  one  part  be  literally  fulfilled,  so  in 
due  time  will  the  remainder  ;  the  gathering,  for  instance, 
must  be  as  literal  as  the  scattering  ;  (Jer.  xxxi.  10 — 12.) 
the  reign  of  the  Saviour  as  the  birth  of  the  Saviour.  Luke 
i.  -31,  32.  This  is  conclusive  as  to  the  accomplishment 
being  yet  future  of  parts  of  prophecies,  which  have  been 
sometimes  exclusively  interpreted  in  part  literally  and  in 
part  spiritually.  Throughout  there  may  be  both  a  literal 
and  a  figurative  interpretation,  but  a  prophecy  cannot  be 
thus  partially  divided,  and  exclusively  interpreted  on  dif- 
ferent principles. 

.3.  And  farther,  in  all  cases  we  would  strenuously  assert 

that  THE  TRUE  DISCIPLES  OF  ClIRIST  HAVE  AN  ACTUAL 
INTEREST  THROUGH  HIM  IN  ALL  THE  SPIRITUAL  PROMISES 

of  blessings  in  the  Old  Testament,  as  all  belonging  to 
Christian  believers.  Here  there  is  no  doubt.  "All  the 
promises  are  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  if  ye  be  Christ's 
then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promise."  Gal.  iii.  29.  We  have  a  right  through  faith  in 
Jesus  to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  such  promises  ;  just  as 
the  neighbour  among  the  Jews  had  a  right  to  eat  the  grapes 
on  the  ground,  but  not  to  carry  away  any  in  a  vessel  from 
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the  ownei-  of  the  vineyard.  Deut.  xxiii.  24.  Thns  the 
promises  of  the  Old  Testament  are  in  the  confession  of  all 
properly  interpreted,  and  the  church  of  Christ  as  thus 
scripturally  applied  to  itself  from  age  to  age  all  the  rich 
promises  of  spiritual  blessings. 

But  this  should  never  be  done,  and  need  never  be  done, 
to  the  injury  of  the  Jew.  The  inheritance  is  theirs.  The 
rich  reserve  is  theirs,  the  moment  they  welcome  Christ. 
We  must  not,  we  need  not,  rob  them,  nor  weaken  their 
interest  in  the  literal,  entire,  and  complete  fulfilment  of 
the  prediction  in  ages  to  come,  when  they  shall  nationally 
turn  to  the  Lord,  and  still  less  should  we  do  it  under  the 
pretence  of  exalting  the  scriptures  by  comprising  the  whole 
in  a  merely  spiritual  sense. 

The  prophecies  seem  to  be  so  expressed  as  specially  to 
guard  us  against  mistakes  ;  for  it  is  impossible  in  many 
prophecies,  at  least  with  our  present  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, to  sustain  a  figurative  interpretation  throughout 
with  consistency  :  while  a  literal  interpretation,  admitting 
tliei-e  may  be  a  future  fulfilment,  is  easy,  perspicuous 
and  profitable.  Hence  we  judge  all  such  merehj  figurative 
interpretations  fail  of  the  full  and  primary  meaning  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  giving  the  prophecies  for  the  edification  of 
the  church. 


2.    SOME    PLAIN    PREDICTIONS    PROMISING    THE  FUTURE 
RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS. 

Let  US  now  give  some  plain  predictions  out  of  that 
abundance  with  which  God  has  provided  us,  always  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  great  rule  of  interpretation  which  God 
himself  has  given  us ;  "  all  the  words  of  my  mouth  are 
in  righteousness  ;  there  is  nothing  frovvard  (margin, 
wreathed)  or  perverse  in  them.  They  are  all  plain  to 
him  that  understandeth,  and  right  to  them  that  find 
knowledge."    Prov.  viii.  8,  9. 

I  will  omit  the  earlier  books  of  scripture  and  the  Psalms, 
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not  because  of  want  of  evidence  in  those  books  (as  may 
be  seen  in  the  second  Appendix  to  this  volume,)  but  because 
of  the  abundance,  and  that  brevity  which  is  here  studied 
may  not  be  exceeded.  I  would  however  just  observe  how 
remarkably  God  has  intertwined  this  doctrine  in  the 
Psalms  with  the  devotions  of  his  church,  to  lead  his 
remembrancers  to  constant  and  fervent  prayer  for  the 
blessing.    Isa.  Ixii.  G,  7. 

Let  us  take  a  few  proofs,  then,  out  of  very  many  from 
the  prophets,  and  then  give  the  New  Testament  evidence 
on  this  subject. 

(1.)  Isaiah  xi.  11,  12.  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  that 
day,  that  the  Lord  shall  set  his  hand  again  the  second  time 
to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people,  which  shall  be  left 
from  Assyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and  from 
Cush,  and  from  Elam,  and  fi-om  Shinar,  and  from  Hamath, 
and  from  the  islands  of  the  sea.  And  he  shall  set  up  an 
ensign  for  the  nations,  and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of 
Israel,  and  gatlier  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth  And  the  Lord  shall  utterly  des- 
troy the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  sea,  &c." 

The  deliverance  from  Egypt  was  a  literal  and  not  a 
spiritual  recovery,  the  second  must  be  like  it,  literal.* 
The  prophecy  was  written  before  the  captivity  of  the  two 
tribes  in  Babylon,  but  aft-er  that  of  the  ten  in  Assj'ria. 
It  was  not  fulfilled  in  its  plain  extent  in  the  return  from 
Babylon.  The  two  tribes  tlien  came  from  Chaldea  only, 
and  without  miracles.  It  contains  explicit  statements  of  a 
return,  with  miracles,  which  have  no  obvious  spiritual 
meaning.  It  remains  therefore  to  be  fulfilled  literally  here- 

*  Some  think  that  the  Prophet  by  tlie  second  time  refers  first  to  the  de- 
liverance from  Batiylon,  and  then  to  an  enlarged  deliverance  a  second  time 
from  their  present  dispersion,  dwelling  on  the  words  the  remnant  recovered. 
It  appears  to  me  rather  to  refer  as  above  stated,  first  to  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt  and  then  to  the  remnant  which  should  be  still  preserved  after  being 
scattered  in  so  many  different  countries.  Compare  Isa.  xliii.  18.  Jer.  xvi. 
14,  15,  and  xxiii.  7.  8.  See  also  v.  1.';,  16,  and  Isa.  li.  9—11.  In  all  these 
passages  the  great  deliverance  is  contrasted  with  the  deliverance  from  Egypt 
as  equally  miraculous  and  superior  in  glory.  The  return  from  Babylon  was 
an  earnest  of  the  restoration,  but  clearly  did  not  answer  to  the  extent  of 
this  prophecy. 

t  C 
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after.  The  whole  connection  strengthens  the  view  of  a 
future  fulfilment. 

(2.)  Isaiah  xviii.  7.  "  In  that  time  shall  the  present  be 
brought  unto  the  Lord  of  Hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and 
peeled,  and  from  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning 
hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  under  foot, 
whose  laud  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of  the  name 
of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  Mount  Zion." 

It  is  generally  now  acknowledged  that  the  remarkable 
prophecy  contained  in  tliis  18th  chapter  is  yet  unful- 
filled. The  restoration  of  Israel  is,  however,  clearly  pre- 
dicted.* 

(3.)  Isaiah  xxxiii.  20.  "  Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of 
our  solemnities :  thine  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet 
habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  shall  not  be  taken  down  ;  not 
one  of  tlie  stakes  thereof  shall  ever  be  removed,  neither 
shall  any  of  the  cords  ever  be  broken." 

This  cannot  admit  of  a  past  fulfilment.  It  is  joined 
with  expressions  (v.  1 — 9,)  that  do  not  furnish,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge,  a  merely  spiritual  application,  so  that  in 
neither  sense  can  we  so  understand  it ;  it  remains  to  be 
literally  fulfilled  hereafter. 

(4.)  Isaiah  li.  1 1—22.  "  The  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall 
return  and  come  with  singing  unto  Zion,  and  everlasting 

*  Bishop  Horsley,  Dr.  Buchanan,  and  others  appear  to  refer  the  land  sha- 
dowing with  wings  to  this  countiy.  They  would  make  the  commencement, 
not  woe,  but  ho  !  an  exhortatory  and  encouraging  address.  This  is  against  all 
the  ancient  versions  (see  Walton's  Polj'glot  and  the  Jewish  Commentaries  of 
Jarchi  and  Kimchi.)  It  appears  to  me  a  prophecy,  like  the  others,  not  of 
mercy  but  of  woe,  to  a  nation  oppressing  Israel.  The  Hebrew  interjection 
occurs  forty-eight  times  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  excepting  in  Isaiah  Iv.  1. 
and  Zechariah  ii.  6,  7,  is  used  by  our  translators  for  terms  of  grief  or  threat- 
ening. It  clearly  refers  to  tlie  last  days,  as  is  evident  from  the  mention  of  the 
han-est  and  the  vintage,  (compare  v.  5,  with  Rev.  xiv.  15 — 20,  and  v.  3  with 
Matt.  xxiv.  30,  31.)  Overflowing  rivers  are  the  figures  of  nations  spoiling 
another  nation.  Isaiah  viii.  7,  8.  Some  have  thought  that  it  relates  to 
America,  and  the  author's  own  mind  has  inclined,  without  indeed  any  thing 
like  firm  conviction,  to  that  idea.  America  is  a  land  to  the  Jews  looking 
eastward  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia,  in  the  large  sense  of  that  word,  Gen. 
ii.  13.  The  native  Indians  of  America  have  long  been  supposed,  with  some 
foundation,  to  be  the  descendants  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  and  .\merica,  both  North 
and  South,  has  been  peculiarly  a  land  of  line,  line,  a/iid  treading  mider  foot 
(V.  2,  marginal  reading,)  of  the  native  Indians.  But  however  this  may  be, 
th;<  prophecy  is  clear  as  to  the  restoration  of  Israel,  and  may  lead  us  to  see 
that  there  are  Old  Testament  predictions  manifestly  yet  unfulfilled. 
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joy  shall  be  upon  their  head  ;  they  shall  obtain  gladness 

and  joy,  and  sorrow  and  niourninf^  shall  flee  away.  

Behold  I  have  taken  out  of  thy  hand  the  cup  of  trembling, 
even  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  my  fury,  thou  slialt  no  more 
drink  it  again.  But  I  will  put  it  into  the  hand  of  them 
that  afflict  thee." 

To  this  day,  and  for  the  last  1800  years,  the  Jews  have 
been  drinking  of  this  cup,  and  the  spiritual  church  also  is 
now  sowing  in  tears.  The  jn'ophecy  remains  yet  to  be  ful- 
filled, and  both  the  literal  and  spiritual  Israel  shall  yet 
partake  of  its  promised  mercies. 

(.5.)  Jar.  xxiii.  5,  6.  "  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith 
the  Lord,  that  I  will  raise  unto  David  a  righteous  branch, 
and  a  king  shall  reign  and  prosper  ;  and  shall  execute 
judgment  and  justice  in  the  earth.  In  his  days  shall 
Judah  be  saved,  and  Israel  shall  dwell  safely,  and  this  is 
his  name  whereby  he  shall  be  called,  the  Lord,  our  righ- 
teousness." 

Mr.  M'Neile  has  a  valuable  lecture  on  this  passage, 
^hewing  abundantly  that  it  yet  waits  for  its  literal  accom- 
plishment. After  proving  this,  he  justly  argues,  that  as 
Christ  is  to  reign  and  prosper  in  the  earth,  the  earth  can- 
not be  destroyed  immediately  on  his  second  coming.  And 
that,  whatever  change  may  take  place  on  the  earth,  the 
geographical  distinctions  of  countries  will  remain  discern- 
ible, so  far  at  least  as  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish 
Palestine  from  all  the  other  countries  of  the  earth  ;  and 
national  distinctions  will  remain  discernible,  so  far  at  least 
as  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish  the  Jewish  nation  from 
all  the  other  nations  of  the  earth. 

(6.)  Jar.  xxxi.  10 — 12.  "Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
0  ye  nations,  and  declare  it  in  the  isles  afar  off",  and  say, 
he  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather  him  and  keep  him  as 
a  shepherd  does  his  flock  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed 
Jacob,  and  ransomed  him  from  the  hand  of  him  that  was 
stronger  than  he.  Therefore  they  shall  come  and  sing  in 
the  heights  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord  :  for  wheat,  and  for  wine,  and  for  oil, 
c  i 
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and  for  the  young  of  the  flock  and  of  the  herd  ;  and  their 
soul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden,  and  they  shall  not  sor- 
row any  more  at  all." 

The  distinction  between  the  Gentiles  and  Israel,  as  well 
as  the  locality  and  the  temporal  blessings,  lead  us  to  the 
literal,  and  not  to  the  merely  spiritual  sense.  The  sorrow- 
ing no  more  at  all  excludes  the  past  fulfilment.  The  scat- 
tering is  literal  and  visible.  We  admit  it,  for  we  can  now 
behold  it.  Let  us  then  inherit  our  Lord's  blessing,  by 
believing  their  future  restoration.  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 

(7.)  Jer.  xxxi.  37—40.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,— If 
heaven  above  can  be  measured,  and  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  searched  out  from  beneath,  I  will  also  cast  off  the 
seed  of  Israel,  for  all  that  they  have  done,  saith  the  Lord. 
Behold  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  the  city  shall 
be  built  to  the  Lord,  from  the  tower  of  Hananeel,  &c.,  it 
shall  not  be  plucked  up  nor  thrown  down  any  more  at  all." 

This  is  a  very  remarkable  promise  assuring  their  future 
restoration.  It  meets  the  objection  about  the  sin  and  guilt 
of  Israel,  as  having  broken  the  covenant  and  forfeited  the 
promise  !  the  names  of  places  are  such  as  to  make  it  very 
improbable  that  a  merely  spiritual  sense  was  intended,  and 
the  last  part  of  the  prophecy  is  in  the  sight  of  the  world 
unfulfilled. 

(8.)  Jer.  xxxiii.  7 — 9.  "  I  will  cause  the  captivity  of 
Judah  and  the  captivity  of  Israel  to  return,  and  will 
build  them  as  at  the  first  ;  and  I  will  cleanse  them  from 
all  their  iniquity,  whereby  they  have  sinned  against  me  ; 
and  I  will  pardon  all  their  iniquities  whereby  they  have 
sinned,  and  whereby  they  have  transgressed  against  me. 
And  it  shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise  and  an 
honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  shall 
hear  all  the  good  that  I  do  unto  them,  and  they  shall  fear 
and  tremble  for  all  the  goodness  and  for  all  the  prosperity 
that  I  procure  unto  it." 

The  promise  of  pardoning  all  the  iniquities  by  which 
the  covenant  had  Ijeen  forfeited,  tlie  restoration  of  both 
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the  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Israel,  and  the  honour  thereby 
given  from  all  nations  to  God,  and  their  reverence  and 
fear,  clearly  exclude  this  from  a  merely  spiritual  sense,  a 
lost  and  forfeited  covenant,  or  a  past  fulfilment. 

(9.)  The  fullest  and  most  complete  prophecy  of  tlie 
scripture  on  this  subject,  is  from  the  8Cth  chapter  of  Ezekiel 
to  the  end  of  this  prophecy.  Observe  particularly — It  is 
concerning  tlie  land  of  Israel,  and  is  addressed  unto  "  the 
mountains  and  to  the  hills,  to  the  rivers  and  to  the  vallies." 
xxxvi.  6.  The  promise  is  given  (v.  12 — 15.)  "  I  will  cause 
men  to  walk  upon  you,  even  my  people  Israel,  and  they 
shall  possess  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  their  inheritance,  and 
thou  shalt  no  more  henceforth  bereave  them  of  men — thou 
shalt  devour  men  no  more,  neither  bereave  thy  nations  any 
more,  saith  the  Lord  God."  The  very  sight  of  the  land 
of  Israel  shews  this  prophecj-  to  be  fulfilled.  In  verse  24, 
it  is  said,  "  I  will  take  you  from  among  the  heathen,  and 
gather  you  out  of  all  countries,  and  will  bring  you  into 
your  own  land  ;  "  and  then  follows  the  richest  promises  of 
spiritual  blessings  yet  to  be  bestowed. 

In  the  37th  chapter  the  restoration  is  promised,  under 
the  striking  and  lengthened  figure  of  the  resurrection  of 
those  who  had  been  long  dead.*  The  prophecy  is  so  ex- 
pressed in  the  latter  part  of  the  chapter,  as  to  meet  the 
peculiarity  of  the  restoration  from  Babylon,  and  distinctly 
to  shew  a  farther  restoration.    In  the  return  from  Babylon 

*  I  would  by  no  means  exclude  a  literal  resurrection  as  also  intended  in 
this  remarkable  prophecy,  though  the  chief  purpose  be  to  point  out  the  res- 
toration of  Israel  to  their  own  land,  by  the  admitted  fact  of  the  resurrection. 
(See  Tertullian  and  Jerome.  I  We  know  certainly,  from  Dan.  xii.  1,  2,  that  a 
resurrection  from  the  dead  ie  immediately  connected  with  the  deliverance  of 
Israel.  It  is  also  customary  with  the  prophets  thus  to  join  together  a  figura- 
tive and  a  literal  resurrection.  iHosea  vi.  2i  seems  to  refer,  in  the  words. 
After  tv:o  daijii  will  ht  revive  iw,  hi  the  tliird  elxi.y  he  iciU  raise  ii.j>,  arid  we 
shall  lire  in  hit  sij/U,  first  to  the  restoration  of  Israel  in  the  third  of  those 
thousands  of  years  (2  Pet,  iii.  8,)  which  have  elapsed  since  their  captivity 
(in  721  before  Christ,)  and  also  to  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  on  the  third 
DAT,  which  is  no  where  else  expressly  predicted.  1  Cor.  xv.  4.  In  the  resur- 
rection of  the  mints  we  have  the  whole  of  the  spiritual  Israel  raised. 
In  the  restoration  of  the  ten  as  well  as  of  the  two  tribes,  we  have  the  whole 
OP  the  national  Israel  restored ;  and  so  all  Israel  shall  be  meed.  Our  Lord 
uses  similar  terms  to  describe  the  resurrection.  John  v.  28.  The  early 
Fathers  applied  this  passage  in  Ezekiel  to  a  literal  resurrection.  See  Irenfeus, 
lib.  v.  ch.  15,  IC.    See  also  Martyr's  Common  Places,  part  iii.  ch.  xv.  41—46. 
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a  few  of  the  ten  tribes  came  back,  as  well  as  larger  bodies 
of  the  two  tribes,  and  those  few  are  distinctly  noticed, 
and  another  and  farther  restoration  promised  ;  there  is 
not  only  "  Judah  and  the  children  of  Israel  his  companions, 
but  Joseph  the  stock  of  Ephraim,  and  all  the  house  of 
Israel  his  companions,  and  these  are  to  be  gathered  on 
every  side,  and  brought  into  their  own  land,  and  made  one 
nation  in  the  land,  and  no  more  be  two  nations,  neither 
divided  into  two  kingdoms  any  more  at  all.  .  .  .  and  they 
shall  dwell  in  the  land  wherein  your  fathei's  have  dwelt, 
and  they  shall  dwell  therein,  even  they  and  their  children's 
children  for  ever  ;  and  my  servant  David,  or  the  beloved 
one,  shall  be  their  prince  for  ever."  Nothing  can  be  ex- 
pressed more  plainly,  explicitly,  and  absolutely,  to  reveal 
a  future  literal  restoration.  These  chapters,  .were  there 
nothing  else  in  the  scriptures,  are,  to  the  Author's  convic- 
tion, conclusive  of  a  literal  restoration  yet  to  take  place. 
There  has  been  no  united,  constant,  and  uninterrupted 
possession  of  the  land  hitherto  ;  it  is  yet  to  come. 

But  the  38th  and  89th  chapters  shew  us  the  troubles 
through  which  the  Jewish  nation  will  have  to  pass,  before 
they  have  quietly  the  permanent  possession  of  the  land. 
The  prophecy  refers  to  tlie  latter  days,  and  re-gathered 
Israel  in  their  own  land,  and  its  close  (xxxix.  28,  29,)  is 
in  the  sight  of  all  men  unfulfilled.  "  Then  shall  they 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord  their  God,  which  caused  them 
to  be  led  into  captivity  among  the  heathen  ;  but  I  have 
gathered  them  into  their  own  land,  and  have  left  none 
OF  THEM  ANY  MORE  THERE.  Neither  wiU  I  hide  my  face 
any  more  from  them,  for  I  have  poured  out  my  spirit  upon 
the  house  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God."  Every  Jew 
amongst  us  shews  us  that  this  is  yet  unfulfilled  ;  an  allego- 
rical sense  is  to  us  too  forced,  uncertain,  and  obscure  to  be 
intended.  How  can  the  expressions  in  Ezek.  xxxix.  25 — 
29,  be  spiritualized  in  an  application  to  Gentile  believers  1 
It  seems  to  the  author  impossible  in  any  just  sense  to  do 
this.  It  remains  then  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  literal  restora- 
tion of  Israel  to  their  own  land. 
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(10.)  Hosea  iii.  4,  5.  "  For  the  children  of  Israel  shall 
abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and  without  a  prince, 
and  without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an  ephod,  and  Avith- 
out  teraphim.  Afterward  shall  the  children  of  Israel 
return,  and  seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their 
king,  and  shall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the  latter 
days." 

The  children  of  Israel  may  mean  the  wliole  twelve 
Tribes,  or,  as  I  am  rather  disposed  to  think,  the  tea  Tribes 
(see  ch.  1.  11.)  The  ten  Tribes  did  not  return  with  Judah 
from  Babylon,  but  were  left  in  Assyria  and  Media.  The 
latter  days  refers  to  a  period  yet  to  come.  The  abiding 
without  a  king  continues.  Neither  the  return  nor  the 
service  have  yet  been  accomplished :  They  remain  to  be 
fulfilled. 

(IL)  Joel  iii.  16,  17.  "  The  Lord  also  shall  roar  out  of 
Zion,  and  utter  his  voice  from  Jerusalem,  and  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  shall  shake,  but  the  Lord  shall  be  the  hope 
of  his  people,  and  the  strength  of  the  children  of  Israel. 
So  shall  ye  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God  dwelling 
in  Zion,  my  holy  mountain,  then  shall  Jerusalem  be  holy, 
and  there  shall  no  strangers  pass  through  her  any  more." 

To  this  day  strangers,  enemies  to  Israel,  pass  through 
and  possess  Jerusalem.  The  shaking  here  predicted,  we 
learn  in  the  New  Testament  is  yet  to  come.  Heb.  xii.  20, 
27.  The  mere  spiritual  sense  is  forced,  and  inexplicable 
in  the  words  ;  we  may  gather  therefore  that  it  is  yet  to 
be  accomplished  in  days  to  come. 

(12.)  Amos  ix.  11 — 15.  "In  that  day  I  will  raise  up 
the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is  fallen,  and  close  up  the 
breaches  thereof,  and  will  raise  up  his  ruins  ;  and  I  will 
build  it  as  in  days  of  old,  that  they  may  possess  the  rem- 
nant of  Edom,  and  of  all  the  heathen,  which  are  called  by 
my  name.  And  I  will  plant  them  upon  their  land,  and 
they  shall  no  more  be  pulled  out  of  their  land,  which  I 
have  given  them,  saith  the  Lord  my  God." 

We  have  an  infallible  Commentator,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
by  the  Apostle  St.  James.  According  to  a  mode  of  quoting, 
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not  uncommon  in  the  New  Testament,  (see  Discourse  ix. 
in  this  volume,)  the  inspired  writer  when  making  a  quo- 
tation, adds  farther  knowledge  from  the  true  author  of 
the  word  of  God.  St.  James  (Acts  xv.  15 — 17.)  states 
the  object  of  the  Gentile  dispensation — "  God  did  visit  the 
Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them  a  people  for  his  name  ;  "  and 
then  thus  quotes  this  prophecy  .  "  And  to  this  agree  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  as  it  is  written,  After  this  I  will  re- 
turn, and  will  build  again  the  tabernacle  of  David,  which  is 
fallen  down,  and  I  will  build  again  the  ruins  of  it,  and  I 
•will  set  it  up  ;  that  the  residue  of  men  might  seek  after 
the  Lord,  and  all  the  Gentiles,  upon  whom  my  name  is,  or 
hath  been  called  (eiri/ceKArjroi),  saith  the  Lord,  who  doeth 
all  things."  St.  James  gathers  then  from  this  passage  the 
important  truth,  clearly  implied  in  it,  that  before  the  re- 
building of  the  tabernacle  of  David,  a  people  was  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  Gentiles,  seeing  that  it  is  predicted  that 
there  should  then  be  among  the  Gentiles  those  upon  whom 
the  Lord's  name  had  been  called  ;  he  leads  us  also  to  the 
hope  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  tabernacle  of  David,  and  the 
prophecy  itself  shews  us  that  then  the  Jews  shall  no  more 
be  carried  out  of  their  land. 

(13.)  Micah  iii.  12;  iv.  1,  2.  "  Tiierefore  shall  Zion, 
for  your  sake,  be  ploughed  as  a  field  :  and  Jerusalem  shall 
become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the  house,  as  the  high 
places  of  the  forest.  But  in  the  last  days  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  that  the  mountain  of  the  liouse  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  it  shall  be 
exalted  above  the  hills  ;  and  people  shall  flow  into  it. 
And  many  nations  shall  come  and  say.  Come,  and  let  us 
go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  house  of 
the  God  of  Jacob,  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and 
we  will  walk  in  his  paths  ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth 
the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem." 

From  the  last  clause,  this  passage  has  been  generally 
applied  in  a  literal  sense,  but  only  to  the  first  diifusion  of 
the  gospel  from  Jerusalem  ;  but  if  we  extend  the  same 
principle  of  literal  interpretation  to  the  whole — "  Zion 
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ploughed  as  a  field,  and  the  mountain  of  the  house,"  named 
in  iii.  12,  the  same  as  that  named  in  chap.  iv.  1. — we  shall 
find  no  consistent  and  harmonious  interpretation  that  has 
yet  been  fulfilled.  Jerusalem  was  not  exalted,  but  destroyed 
at  the  first  diffusion  of  the  gospel.  The  word  rendered 
"  top  "  might  be  rendered  "  head,  or  chief."  See  the  mar- 
ginal reading.  Psalm  cxxxvi.  6  ;  and  Dr.  McCaul's  able 
Sermon  on  this  text.  He  justly  says,  "Words  used  figu- 
ratively, do  not  compel  us  to  adopt  an  allegorical  inter- 
pretation of  the  whole  passage."  He  shews  by  the  parallel 
passage,  (Isaiah  ii.  1 — 3.)  that  the  prediction  refers  to  the 
literal  Judah  and  Jerusalem. 

(14.)  Zeph.  iii.  14—20.  "  Sing,  0  daughter  of  Zion ! 
shout,  0  Israel !  be  glad  and  rejoice  with  all  thine  heart, 

0  daughter  of  Jerusalem  !  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy 
judgments,  he  has  cast  out  thine  enemy  ;  the  King  of 
Israel,  even  the  Lord,  is  in  the  midst  of  thee,  thou  shalt 
not  see  evil  any  more.  I  will  make  you  a  name  and  a 
praise  among  all  people  of  the  earth,  when  I  turn  back 
your  captivity  before  your  eyes,  saith  the  Lord." 

Where  is  the  fulfilment  literally  or  spiritually  in  any 
thing  that  is  past  ?  The  Jews  were  not  praised  among 
all  people  at  their  return  from  Babylon  ;  the  judgments 
continue.  The  Jews  still  see  evil.  The  captivity  is  not 
turned  back.  We  have  another  clear  testimony  to  their 
future  restoration. 

(1.5.)  Zech.  X.  6.  "  I  will  strengthen  the  house  of  Judali, 
and  I  will  save  the  house  of  Joseph,  aud  I  will  bring  them 
again  to  place  them,  for  I  will  have  nieixy  upon  them, 
and  they  shall  be  as  though  I  had  not  cast  them  off' ;  for 

1  am  the  Lord  their  God,  and  will  hear  them,  and  they  of 
Ephraim  shall  be  like  a  mighty  man.  They  shall  remember 
me  in  far  countries,  and  they  shall  live  with  their  children 
and  turn  again.  I  will  bring  them  again  also  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  gather  them  out  of  Assyria,  and  I  will 
bring  them  again  into  the  land  of  Gilead  and  Lebanon." 

Zechariah  prophesied  after  the  chief  return  from  Baby- 
lon, under  Zerubbabel.    His  predictions,  however,  corres- 
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pond  to  the  predictions  of  those  who  wrote  before,  and 
lead  our  minds  on  to  a  future  and  larger  return.  Judah 
was  restored,  and  was  to  be  strengthened  ;  Joseph  and 
Ephraim  have  never  yet  been  thus  gathered  from  far  coun- 
tries, and  resettled  in  the  land  of  Gilead  and  Lebanon. 
The  predictions  of  Zechariah,  after  the  restoration,  thus 
correspond  to  those  who  wrote  before,  and  foretell  a  future 
return  and  settlement  in  their  own  land,  which  lias  not 
been  accomplished. 

(16.)  Zech.  xiv.  The  whole  of  this  chapter,  written 
after  the  return  from  Babylon,  is  manifestly  yet  unfulfilled. 
No  such  gathering  of  all  nations  against  Jerusalem  to 
battle,  no  earthquake  like  that  here  described,  joined  with 
a  capture  of  the  city,  and  destruction  of  the  nations  and 
coming  of  the  Lord,  and  his  feet  standing  on  the  mount 
Olivet,  and  the  lifting  up  of  the  plain,  and  all  in  Jerusa- 
lem being  holiness  to  the  Lord,  have  yet  been  accomplished, 
and  for  the  accomplishing  of  these,  the  Jews  must  be 
restored  to  their  own  land. 

(17.)  Mai.  iii.  12.  "  All  nations  shall  call  you  blessed, 
for  ye  shall  be  a  delightsome  land,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 

This  prediction,  written  100  years  after  the  restoration 
from  Babylon,  is  in  the  same  glowing  colours  as  those 
written  before  that  captivity.  It  is  connected  with  promises 
of  fruitfulness  of  the  earth,  in  the  10th  verse.  Malachi 
therefore,  after  the  restoration  from  Babylon,  distinctly 
leads  us  to  times  yet  to  come,  in  which  Judea  shall  be  a 
delightsome  land,  and  the  Jews  be  called  what  they  have 
never  yet  been  called,  by  all  nations,  Blessed. 

Malachi  contains  also  statements  of  the  national  sinful- 
ness, which  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  fulfilment  of 
those  promises  of  national  holiness  connected  with  their 
final  glorious  restoration.  Isaiah  Ix.  21  ;  Ixii.  12.  The 
Jews  are  therefore  yet  to  be  restored  from  their  present 
dispersion. 

The  New  Testament  evidence  will  now  be  noticed. 
It  is  admitted  ;  and  when  we  consider  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  given,  there  are  sufficient  rea- 
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sons  for  the  fact,  that  it  is  less  explicit  on  the  subject  of 
the  restoration,  and  thus  has  proved  a  stumbling-block  to 
us  Gentiles,  and  given  an  occasion  for  the  manifestation  of 
our  selfishness,  unbelief  and  high-mindedness.  Rom.  xi. 
20.  But  the  New  Testament  by  no  means  contradicts,  or 
weakens  our  hope  of  the  literal  fulfilment  of  such  promises 
as  those  whicli  we  have  noticed.  It  was  chiefly  written 
while  the  Jews  were  still  under  a  season  of  grace,  (Luke 
xix.  41 — i4.)  in  their  own  land,  and  had  not  universally 
as  a  nation  rejected  their  Messiah.  It  was  chiefly  given 
also  for  the  guidance  of  the  church,  during  the  time  of 
Israel's  rejection,  and  it  was  unseasonable  therefore  to 
enter  then  at  large  into  their  restoration.  The  chief  part 
of  it  was  also  written  at  the  crisis  when  God  was  casting 
off  the  Jews  for  a  season,  and  all  the  contrast  views  of  a 
purely  spiritual  and  heavenly  dispensation,  like  that  to 
the  Gentiles,  had  to  be  unfolded,  for  the  everlasting  edifi- 
cation of  mankind.  But  though  these  were  the  facts  of 
that  age,  not  only  is  there  nothing  to  contradict  the  hopes 
which  the  Old  Testament  promises  give,  but  there  is 
much  to  strengthen  them.  The  New  Testament  is  by  no 
means  silent  on  the  Jewish  Restoration.  * 

Its  very  ojiening  embodies,  in  the  genealogy,  all  the 
history  and  hopes  of  the  Old  Testament.  Its  first  words 
are — "The  book  of  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ,  tlic 
Son  of  David,  the  Son  of  Abraham  ;  "  tlius  bringing  into 
prominence  his  direct  descent  from  those  to  whom  tlie 
promises  were  given.  And  the  close  almost  of  the  New 
Testament  still  holds  Christ  forth  in  tliis  relation,  as  "  the 
root  and  off'spring  of  David,  the  bright  and  morning  star." 

In  the  sermon  on  the  Mount,  which  is  the  full  opening 
out  of  the  divine  constitution  of  the  gospel,  our  Lord  de- 
clares, "  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  I  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil. 
For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one 

*  The  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  McCaul's  striking  tract,  "  Tlie  New  Testa- 
ment evidence  that  the  Jews  are  not  cast  away,"  tor  fuller  information  on 
this  part  of  the  subject. 
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jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be 
fulfilled."    Matt.  v.  17,  18. 

At  our  Lord's  annunciation,  it  was  explicitly  pi'omised, 
"  The  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his 
Father  David,  and  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end."  Luke 
i.  82.  We  wait  for  its  fulfilment. 

Zacharias,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  applies  to  Christ 
the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies,  "  spoken  by  the  mouth  of 
his  holy  prophets,  which  have  been  since  the  world  began  ;" 
and  thus  we  have  the  Old  Testament  prophecies  linked 
in  with  the  New  Testament  for  this  end.  As  Zacharias 
states  "  that  we  should  be  saved  from  our  enemies  and 
from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us,  to  perform  the  mercy 
promised  to  our  fathers  and  to  remember  his  holy  covenant 
the  oath  which  he  sware  to  our  father  Abraliam."  Luke 

i.  66 — 79.    And  this  confirms  the  Abrahamic  covenant. 
Simeon  declares  that  he  is  not  only  "  a  light  to  lighten 

the  Gentiles,  but  also  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel,"  Luke 

ii.  32.  Yet  hithei-to  Christ  has  been  chiefly  unto  the 
Jews  a  stumbling-block,  (1  Cor.  i.  23.)  "  and  a  rock  of 
offence."    1  Peter  ii.  8. 

Our  Lord  plainly  promises  a  future  sitting  on  the  throne 
of  his  glory,  and  dominion  over  the  twelve  tribes  :  "  ye 
which  have  followed  me,  in  the  regeneration,  when  the 
Son  of  Man  shall  sit  in  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also 
shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel."  Matt.  xix.  28.  And  again  he  assures  them,  "  I 
appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed 
unto  me  ;  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table,  in  my 
kingdom,  and  sit  on  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel."  Luke  xxii.  29,  30.  We  deny  not  the  spiritual 
intervening  kingdom,  but  we  have  no  scriptural  reason 
for  excluding  the  futui'e  literal  kingdom. 

The  very  time  of  the  rejection  of  Israel  was  indirectly 
predicted  by  a  reference  to  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  which 
Daniel  had  foretold.  Dan.  vii.  25  ;  ix.  27  ;  xii.  7.  "They 
shall  fall  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  shall  be  led  away 
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captive  of  the  Gentiles,  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden 
down  of  the  Gentiles,  till  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be 
fulfilled,"  Luke  xxi.  24.  The  desolation  of  the  house  of 
Judah  has  its  termination  at  our  Lord's  return,  "  Behold 
your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate,  for  I  say  unto  you 
ye  shall  not  see  me  henceforth  till  ye  shall  say,  Blessed  is 
he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Matt,  xxiii. 
38,  .39. 

The  Lord  himself  maintained,  at  the  cost  of  his  life,  his 
true  title,  as  King  of  the  Jews.    All  the  evangelists 
bear  witness  to  his  making  this  confession.    The  Jews 
urged  it  as  the  reason  for  his  being  put  to  death,  "whosoever 
maketh  himself  a  king  speaketh  against  Caesar."    He  is, 
then,  before  his  birth,  announced  as  truly  their  king  ; 
I    (Matt.  xxi.  4,  .5,)  he  is  crucified  for  adhering  to  this  truth, 
I   and  the  Lord  of  glory  expires  with  the  title  inscribed  over 
I   him  on  the  cross,  "  This  is  the  King  of  the  Jews." 

On  his  resurrection,  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  to 
Israel  is  shewn  indeed  to  be  suspended  ;  but  still  to  be  kept 
i   in  the  power  of  the  Father.  Acts  i.  6 — 8.    See  the  Sermons 
i   on  this  passage  in  the  following  work. 

The  first  Discourse  of  St.  Peter  still  claims  the  title  of 
j    Christ,  as  confirmed  by  the  Divine  oath,  "  to  sit  on  the 
;  throne  of  David."    Acts  ii.  30.    The  second  discourse  ex- 
horts them  to  repentance,  that  "  the  times  of  refreshing 
i  may  come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,"  and  Jesus  be 
,  sent  from  heaven,  with  the  statemeiit  that  the  heaven 
i  must  receive  him,  "  until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 
I  things  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  the 
holy  prophets  since  the  world  began."    Acts  iii.  19 — 21. 
Three  chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  dwell  on 
God's  dealings  with  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  distinctly 
shew  that  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  on  this 
very  point  are  yet  unaccomplished  ;  "  and  so  all  Israel 
shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  written,  there  shall  come  out  of  Zion 
!  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob." 

The  last  book  of  prophecy,  the  Revelation,  is  not  silent 
;  on  this  hope,  though  it  be  given  chiefly  for  the  use  of  the 
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Gentile  churches.  They  that  pierced  him  are  at  liis  return 
to  look  to  him  and  wail.  Rev.  i.  7.  Under  the  6th  vial, 
the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east  is  prepared,  and  the  battle 
of  Armageddon  brings  us  back  to  Judea.  Rev.  xvi.  12 — 16. 
The  hallelujahs  of  the  Jewish  church  join  in  with  the 
"  Praise  our  God,  all  ye  his  servants,"  in  welcoming  the 
returning  Saviour  in  the  19th  chapter.  And  amidst  the 
apostacy  of  the  nations  after  the  millennium,  "  the  camp  of 
the  saiut.s  and  the  beloved  city"  continue  faithful,  and  are 
preserved. 

The  book  of  Revelation,  however,  throughout  contains 
rather  the  unfolding  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  than  pre- 
dictions of  the  Restoration  of  the  earthly.  It  is  clear 
from  Gal.  iv.  25,  26,  that  these  two  may  and  do  subsist 
together.  There  is  "  the  Jerusalem  which  now  is,  and  is 
in  bondage,  with  hei-  children,"  and  which  is  to  be  deliv- 
ered, and  restored  to  more  than  its  original  glory,  when 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled,  (Luke  xxi.  2-1.  Acts 
i.  6 — 8,)  and  there  is  "  the  Jerusalem,  which  is  above,  and 
is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all,"  and  in  which 
there  is  the  brightest  vision  of  God,  and  the  most  entire 
and  close  communion  with  God.  The  distinguishing  of 
these  two  is  needful  to  enter  into  the  fulness  of  that  truth 
and  glory  which  God  has  revealed  both  in  the  Old  and  in 
the  New  Testament  for  the  hope  and  comfort  of  his  peo- 
ple.* This  distinction  also  furnishes  a  quickening  and 
practical  motive  for  all,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  not  to  be 
deceived  by  the  expectation  of  a  millennial  kingdom  of 
superior  blessedness  on  earth  hereafter,  to  neglect  present 
conversion  and  salvation.    Let  us  now  be  pressing  into 

*  Though  there  are  many  analogies  and  points  of  agreement,  the  difference 
between  the  city  of  Ezekiel  and  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  of  St.  John  may  be 
seen  in  these  things.  The  measure  of  the  city  in  Ezekiel  does  not  correspond 
to  that  of  St.  John's,  which  reaches  an  extent  of  1200  or  1500  miles,  a  cube 
equal  in  length,  breadth,  and  height.  (Rev.  xxi.  16.  Ezek.  xlviii.  30—32. 
The  city  of  Ezekiel  had  a  temple,  that  of  St.  John  had  no  temple.  Rev.  xxi. 
22.  Ezek.  xli.  1.  The  city  of  St.  John  had  no  night,  but  the  restored  Jeru- 
salem has  night.  Rev.  xxi.  25.  Isa  Ix.  21.  The  city  of  Ezekiel  is  com- 
posed of  earthly  materials,  the  city  of  St.  John  of  unearthly.  Rev.  .<!xi.  11 — 16, 
18—23.  These  things  may  shew  their  distinctne.«s,  and  that  the  one  describes 
the  earthly  and  the'other  the  heavenly,  or  the  perfected  church  of  Christ  in 
its  completed  gloi  y.    See  farther  particulars  in  the  Discourse  ou  Isa.  Ix.  1,  2. 
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tlie  kincdom  of  heaven,  that  we  may  partake  of  all  its 
higher  heavenly  glories,  "  as  the  general  assembly  and 
church  of  the  first-born." 

But  while  from  the  Jewish  names  in  it,  some  would 
almost  wholly  confine  the  application  of  the  Book  of  Reve- 
lation to  the  Jews,  others,  on  the  contrary,  object,  that  as 
in  this  book  we  interpret  the  names  of  the  Jew,  Mount 
Zion,  Jerusalem,  and  the  twelve  tribes,  spiritually,  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  have  thus  taugiit  us  to  interpret 
now  the  Old  Testament  names  of  Zion,  Judah,  and  Jeru- 
salem wholly  in  a  spiritual  sense.  lu  the  New  Testament^ 
indeed  the  names  of  Jerusalem,  Sion,  Jews,  and  Israel  are 
in  some  places,  and  especially  in  this  book  applied  in  a 
higher  sense  than  literally,  but  it  is  with  a  distinction  ordin- 
arily that  makes  mistake  impossible,  such  as  the  Jerusa- 
lem which  is  above.  It  is  the  plan  thus  of  the  Divine 
Spirit  by  earthly  things  to  lead  our  minds  on  to  heavenly 
things,  without  at  all  sinking  the  reality  of  earthly 
things.* 

But  this  view  of  the  Revelation  by  no  means  excludes 
tlie  literal  Israel  out  of  their  inheritance  of  blessing,  or 
makes  the  book  unimportant  in  that  view.  Though  we 
have  little  direct  prophecy  in  it  respecting  the  Jews,  we 
have  links  of  connection  with  the  Old  Testament  prophe- 

*  The  expression  Israd  of  God,  (Gal.  vi.  16,)  has  been  supposed,  from  the 
literal  sense  of  the  term  Israel,  to  refer  only  to  the  literal  Israel;  but  we 
want  nu  doubtful  support  on  this  subject ;  when  we  see  through  the  Epistle 
that  the  apostle's  main  aim  was  to  lead  the  church  from  restingin  the  literal 
to  tlie  glory  of  the  spiritual  Israel;  to  shew  that  tftei/  which  Oe  of  faith  are 
bk.tsr.ll  leith  faithful  Abraham,  that  tJie  blessing  of  Abraham  might  come  on  the 
Gviitilf-!!  through  Jcius  dirint,  that  if  >/e  be  Chi-ist's,  then,  are  i/e  Aljraham's  md, 
that  Jeruxulciii  -which  is  ahore  ii  free,  icluch  w  tlie  motluT  of  us  all,  1  cannot  but 
think  that  ihe  Holy  Spirit  here  purposely  again  leads  the  reader  to  the  spi- 
ritual rather  than  the  literal  application  of  the  term  Israel.  The  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  as  addressed  to  the  Gentile  churches  (Rev. 
i.— iii.)  for  their  guidance  during  the  mystery  of  the  blindness  of  Israel,  leads 
us  to  apply  the  terms  of  Jew,  Jerusalem  and  .Mount  Zion  to  the  true  church 
of  Christ.  The  names  of  the  tribes  in  the  7th  chapter,  for  instance,  seem 
directly  to  ap])ly  to  the  hi.story  of  the  Christian  church.  They  are  enume- 
rated, with  additions,  omis.sions,  and  in  an  order  peculiar  to  that  place,  and 
we  lind  in  the  description  of  the  Saracen  woe  some  had  been  among  the 
number  mentioned  as  sealed  with  the  seal  of  God.  Rev.  ix.  4.  The  prophe- 
cies of  the  characters  of  the  different  tribes  in  Genesis  and  Deuteronomy  in 
this  view  may  serve  to  throw  instructive  light  on  the  history  of  tlie  Christian 
church. 
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cies,  which  shew  us  the  time  of  the  fulfilment  of  those 
prophecies,  so  full  of  the  future  glory  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
(compare  Isa.  Ixiii.  and  Rev.  xix.,  Isa.  xxviL  1,  and  Rev. 
XX.  2,)  and  which  connect  the  Jewish  restoration  with  the 
issues  of  the  Gentile  dispensation,  the  overthrow  of  all  the 
enemies  of  Christ,  and  the  final  and  full  blessedness  of  the 
whole  earth. 

Apparently  also  each  closing  pait  of  the  leading  divi- 
sions of  Revelation  in  the  seals  (chap.  vii.  where  we  have 
the  twelve  tribes)  in  the  trumpets  (where  we  have  the 
temple  measured,  chap,  xi.)  and  in  the  church  (chap.  xiv. 
where  we  have  the  vintage  in  Palestine)  has  a  sjnritual 
application  to  the  Gentile  churches,  and  then  passes  to  a 
literal  application  to  restored  Israel.  See  the  Divisions  in 
the  Practical  Guide,  p.  36^. 

And  farther,  this  book  furnishes  us,  I  am  persuaded,  if 
rightly  interpreted,  with  such  a  key  to  the  whole  past 
Providence  of  God  in  the  history  of  his  church,  as  to  give 
calm  and  solid  conviction  to  the  diligent  and  humble,  the 
prayerful  and  patient  reader,  that  the  time  of  the 
restoration  of  Israel  is  near.  The  clock  of  Providence  has 
moved  on  to  the  signs  that  point  out  Israel's  speedy 
return. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  a  part  of  the  scriptural  evi- 
dence on  which  the  hope  of  a  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews  is  founded.  The  common  objections  of  their  having 
been  fulfilled  in  the  return  from  Babylon,  of  their  having 
only  a  spiritual  sense,  of  the  blessings  being  forfeited  by 
the  national  sins  of  Israel,  are  met  in  the  simple  exhibi- 
tion of  the  plain  scriptural  statement.  While  the  possi- 
bility of  their  futm-e  exact  accomjilishment  has  not  passed 
away,  true  faith  in  the  veracity  of  God's  word  should  lead 
us  to  expect  that  they  will  yet  be  thus  accomplished. 

3.  THE  OBJECTIONS  SOMETIMES  MADE  TO  THIS  DOCTRINE. 

There  are  objections  gathered  from  the  scriptures  against 
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the  interpretation  which  we  have  maintained,  that  it  is 
important  to  clear  away  to  give  us  firm  faith  in  it. 

It  is  freely  admitted  that  the  views  which  so  many 
learned,  holy,  and  excellent  men,  from  age  to  age,  have 
entertained  of  a  merely  spiritual  accomplishment,  have 
considerable  appearance  of  foundation,  from  the  unfolding 
in  the  New  Testament  of  the  spiritual  glories  of  this  dis- 
pensation, under  Jewish  titles.  (See  the  Epistles  to  the 
Galatians  and  the  Hebrews,  and  the  book  of  Revelation.) 
This  dispensation  as  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit,  much 
exceeds  in  glory  the  former  ministration.  But  not  one  of 
these  spiritual  glories  need  be  lost  sight  of,  nor  shall  one 
!  fail,  nor  need  one  be  relinquished  in  the  fullest  hope  of 
the  future  restoration  of  Israel  in  a  yet  higher  glory  and 
blessedness. 

The  restoration  is  connected,  as  might  be  shewn  through 
the  scriptures,  with  larger  and  fuller  spiritual  blessings 
both  to  the  Jewish  nation  and  all  other  nations,  and  with 
the  perfected  glory  of  the  Christian  church.  If  we  were 
merely  to  be  looking  for  a  carnal  reign  of  only  earthly 
glory,  as  the  Jews  unhappily  did  in  the  time  of  our  Lord, 
we  should  be  sligliting  all  the  special  privileges  of  the 
gospel,  and  losing  the  whole  benefit  of  1800  years  teaching. 
I  do  not  wonder  at  the  holy  dread  of  this  in  spiritually 
minded  and  devoted  Christians.  This  he  far  from  our 
thouglits.  But  if  in  the  growing  accomplishment  of  God's 
purposes  of  love,  we  are  looking  for  nearer  communion 
with  God,  eminent  holiness  and  righteousness,  deep  hu- 
mility, warm  and  comprehensive  love,  and  all  spiritual 
excellences,  and  seeing  from  God's  own  word  that  this  is 
to  be  the  character  of  the  restoi'ed  Jewish  nation,  and  that 
these  blessings  are  to  be  thi-ough  them  diffused  over  the 
earth,  we  shall  then  be  in  a  prepared  state  of  mind  to 
discern  the  fulness  of  God's  love  in  restored  Israel.  Assu- 
redly that  nation  will  rightly  appreciate  and  diligently 
employ  all  earthly  elevation  as  well  as  recovered  spiritual 
blessedness  to  the  glory  of  the  Giver,  and  the  good,  the 
highest  good  of  the  human  race, 
t  D 
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It  is  also  admitted,  that  some  of  the  more  direct  state- 
ments of  the  New  Testament,  at  first  sight  present  difficul- 
ties to  the  mind  as  to  a  literal  restoration.  Let  us  consider 
them. 

The  apostle's  statement  (Col.  iii.  11)  has  been  supposed 
completely  to  set  aside  any  peculiar  privileges  of  the  Jewish 
nation.  "  There  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumcision, 
nor  uncircumcision,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free, 
but  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."  Similar  is  the  statement, 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  "Jew  and  the  Greek, 
for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon 
him."  Rom.  x.  12.  The  apostle  means  that  there  is 
under  the  gospel  a  community  of  spiritual  privileges  to 
believers  of  all  nations.  But  on  the  smallest  reflection, 
there  must  be  a  limitation  in  these  expressions.  Christ  is 
not  equally  preached  to  all  nations,  nor  are  there  equal 
proportions  of  converts  among  all  nations,  nor  is  there 
an  equal  privilege  incorporated  in  the  political  constitution 
of  all  nations.  The  Jews  now  as  a  nation  are  among  the 
last  in  spiritual  pi'ivileges,  and  Britain  is  among  the  first  ; 
the  Jews  may  hereafter  then  be  more  exalted  in  spiritual 
privileges  than  we  now  are.  There  will  ever  be  a  contrast 
in  the  privileges  of  those  nations  which  receive  and  those 
which  reject  the  Gospel.  The  objection,  therefore,  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  apostle  uses  the  words  does  not  apply, 
and  in  the  sense  to  which  the  objection  would  apply,  the 
interpretation  is  not  true. 

The  declaration  of  our  Lord,  (John  iv.  21.)  "The  hour 
coraeth  when  ye  shall  neither  in  this  mountain  nor  yet  at 

Jerusalem  worship  the  Father  The  true  worshippers 

shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit,  and  in  truth,"  is  sup- 
posed by  others  to  set  aside  any  peculiar  Jewish  privileges. 
Truly  that  hour  has  come,  and  the  lengthened  desolation 
both  of  Samaria  and  Jerusalem  has  fulfilled  our  Lord's 
solemn  declaration.  Our  Lord  here  indeed  distinctly  shews 
that  only  spiritual  worship  will  be  accepted  by  him  who  is 
a  Spirit  in  any  place  ;  but  this  by  no  means  sets  aside 
prophecies  of  special  national  privileges,  to  be  hereafter 
given  to  the  people  of  Israel. 
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Mistakes  as  to  the  apostle's  meaning,  in  tlie  expressions, 
"  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life,"  (2  Cor.  iii. 
6.)  have  made  others  think  that  a  figurative  interpretation 
is  tlie  only  true  one.  The  apostle's  argument  is,  that  the 
law  written  only  on  tables  of  stone  is  the  ministry  of 
condemnation,  which  only  shews  and  proves  our  guilt  and 
our  ruin  ;  but  the  law  written  by  the  Spirit  on  the  tables 
of  the  heart,  on  the  other  hand,  gives  us  real  life,  is  tlie 
very  evidence  of  our  interest  in  the  new  covenant,  and  the 
token  of  spiritual  life  and  blessedness.  Mr.  Scott  justly 
observes,  '  To  understand  "  the  letter  and  the  spirit"  of 
a  literal  and  an  «&^or«ca^  interpretation  of  scripture  is  both 
foreign  to  the  apostle's  argument,  and  also  palpably  absurd 
and  extremely  dangerous.  Some  parts  of  scripture  are 
allegorical,  and  must  be  so  interpreted  ;  but  surely  laws, 
doctrines,  promises,  exhortations,  and  historical  facts  [and, 
he  might  well  have  added,  most  of  the  prophecies  them- 
selves,] must  be  literally  understood  by  all  who  do  not 
seek  purposely  to  misunderstand  them.' 

But  seeing  that  it  is  promised  that  there  shall  hereafter 
be  "  one  fold  and  one  Shepherd,"  and  our  Saviour  prays 
I  for  his  disciples  "  that  they  may  be  all  one ;"  how,  it  is 
asked,  can  this  be  consistent  with  a  state  in  which  there 
I  shall  be  particular  favour  shewn  to  the  Jewish  people,  and 
I  they  shall  be  specially  distinguished  from  all  other  nations, 
!  The  oneness  for  which  our  Saviour  prays,  is  oneness  of 
{  mind  and  heart,  entire  communion  and  fellowship  of  spirit 
I    in  one  perfected  blessedness  under  our  gracious  Redeemer  ; 

such,  for  instance,  as  the  first  Christians  had.  This  is 
;  perfectly  consistent  with  an  order  and  subordination  of 
degrees  in  national  privileges  and  blessings.  There  is  one 
spirit  and  one  voice  in  the  heavenly  songs,  and  yet  there 
are  cherubim  and  seraphim,  angels  and  archangels,  and 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.  So  in  the  coming 
kingdom  of  Christ  ;  while  there  will  be  one  worship  and 
service,  "  then  will  I  turn  to  tlie  people  a  pure  language, 
that  they  may  all  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  serve 
him  with  one  consent"  (Zeph.  iii.  9  ;)  there  will  be  degrees 
D  2 
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and  order  of  service  and  blessedness,  according  to  the 
infinite  wisdom  of  its  glorious  Head  and  King.  This  will 
be  without  one  envious  feeling  ;  "  the  envy  also  of  Ephraim 
shall  depai"t,  and  the  adversaries  of  Judah  shall  be  cut 
off  ;  Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah,  and  Judah  shall  not 
vex  Ephraim."  Isaiah  xi.  13.  If  it  be  consistent  with 
the  spirituality  and  glory  of  this  dispensation  that  the 
Jews  should  be  the  last  of  the  nations,  and  the  Gentiles 
taken  in  their  place,  it  may  hereafter  be  quite  consistent 
with  the  glory  to  come,  that  this  relation  should  be  changed 
"  and  the  first  be  last,  and  the  last  first. 

Let  us  here  notice,  however,  more  distinctly,  that  unity 
which  the  scriptures  point  out  as  hereafter  to  be  expected. 
It  is  a  delightful  subject  of  contemplation.  The  unity  of 
all  those  who  have  been  given  to  Christ  (John  xvii.  11  ;) 
of  "  the  first-fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb"  (Rev.  xiv. 
4;)  of  "the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first 
born"  (Heb.  xii.  23  ;)  "the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife"  (Rev. 
xxi.  9  ;)  gathered  from  the  Jews  and  the  Gentiles  in  each 
age  till  his  coming,  is  perfect  and  complete,  according  to 
the  prayer  of  the  Saviour  (John  xvii.  22,  23 ;)  and  as 
described  in  the  glowing  figure  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 
Rev.  xxi.  The  unity  of  the  nations  on  earth  is,  in  its 
measure,  complete  also.  Jenisalem,  "  the  city  of  the  great 
King"  (Matt.  vi.  3.5,)  will  then  indeed  be  "builded  as  a 
city  that  is  compact  together,"  or  at  unity  in  itself  (Psalm 
cxxii.  3.)  and  will  become,  under  its  glorious  monarch, 
the  metropolis  of  the  whole  earth.  Isaiah  Ix.  "  The  Lord 
shall  be  king  over  all  the  earth,  and  there  shall  be  one 
Lord,  and  his  name  one."  Zech.  xiv.  9.  Yea,  "  all  kings 
shall  fall  down  before  liim,  and  all  nations  shall  serve 
him."  Psalm  Ixxii.  11.  Here  is  a  perfect  unity  on  earth. 
And  the  unity  on  earth,  as  connected  with  the  unity  in 
heaven,  is  also  distinctly  brought  before  us  :  "  Hereafter 
ye  shall  see  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending 
upon  the  Son  of  Man"  (John  i,  51  ;)  and  "the  nations 
shall  walk  in  the  light  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem."  Rev. 
xxi.  24.    This  is  "  according  to  the  good  pleasure  which 
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God  hath  jjurposed  in  himself,  that  in  the  dispensation  of 
the  fulness  of  time  he  might  gather  together  in  one  all 
things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are 
on  earth."  Ephes.  i.  9,  10.  Phil.  ii.  9,  10.  Col.  i.  20. 
When  all  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  the  firmness  of  the 
will,  and  the  conviction  of  the  judgment,  and  the  assurance 
of  the  conscience,  and  the  warmth  of  the  affections,  com- 
bine with  all  the  members,  faculties,  and  senses  of  one 
body,  in  full  energy,  health,  and  strength  ;  and  when  all, 
inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  are  concentrated, 
and  in  perfect  harmony  united,  in  doing  the  will  of  the 
great  Lord  of  all,  there  is  a  completed  unity  in  one  Man. 
Conceive  then  of  that  state  yet  to  come,  when  all  God's 
creation  in  heaven  and  earth  perfected  to  their  highest  ends, 
each,  however  humble  or  however  elevated  its  own  proper 
part,  adding  to  the  completeness  of  the  whole,  and  carry- 
ing it  forward  to  perfection,  the  whole  imparting  innumer- 
able blessings  to  each  member,  and  diffusing  thus,  uni- 
versal, individual  and  completed  happiness  :  and  say  if 
this  be  not  an  unity  of  blessedness  corresponding  to  the 
hope  which  is  held  out  in  the  word.  The  restoration  of 
the  Jews  is  a  material  part  of  God's  designs  for  accomplish- 
ing this  glory. 

Another  objection  to  this  doctrine  has  been  founded  on 
the  passage,  "  He  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly, 
neither  is  that  circumcision  which  is  outward  in  the  flesh  ; 
but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  inwardly,  and  circumcision 
is  that  of  the  heart,"  &c.  Hence  it  is  argued  that  the 
term  Jew  properly  applies  only  to  the  church  of  God. 
But  the  very  next  verses  lead  to  a  different  idea,  and 
shew  us,  that  the  use  of  the  word  Jew  in  a  higher  sense, 
does  not  extinguish  its  use  in  the  literal  and  ordinary 
sense.  "  Wlmt  advantage  then  hath  tire  Jew,  or  what 
profit  is  there  of  circumcision  ?  much  every  way  ;  chiefly 
that  unto  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God."  The 
passage  then  was  only  designed  to  shew  that  being  a  Jew 
by  birth,  did  not  necessarily  involve,  in  the  natural 
birthright,  the  spiritual  character  whicli  they  arrogated. 
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But  it  leaves  all  God's  promises  to  the  nation  untouched, 
and  in  their  full  force. 

The  fact  of  the  conditional  character  of  so  many  of 
the  covenant  engagements  of  the  Old  Testament  is  rested 
upon,  as  shewing  that  the  privileges  have  been  forfeited  ; 
but  we  have  seen  that  there  are  promises  that  expressly 
mention  the  sinfulness,  and  notwithstanding  this,  insure 
pardon  and  the  covenanted  blessing.  The  new  covenant 
fully  meets  this  difficulty  ;  it  states  the  breach  of  the 
former  covenant,  promises  the  repentance  required,  and 
gives  the  graces  requisite  for  the  attainment  of  the  full 
blessing. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  the  return  of  the  children  of 
Israel  is  predicted  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of 
Babylon  (Jer.  1.  4.  17,  38  ;)  and  as  Babylon  has  been 
destroj-ed,  we  must  conclude  that  the  children  of 
Israel  did  return  at  that  time  ;  and  as  we  read  no 
longer  of  two  kingdoms,  the  union  of  the  two  nations 
of  Israel  and  Judah  then  took  place.  We  have  before 
shewn  vi-hy  the  name  Israel  was  continued,  and  how 
very  limited  was  any  I'eturn  of  the  ten  tribes.  Nor  has 
there  been  such  an  union  as  Ezekiel  predicts  (xxxvii.  22  ;) 
"  under  one  king  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel,  not  to  be 
divided  into  two  kingdoms  any  more  at  all."  It  is  not 
improbable  that  small  remnants  of  the  ten  tribes  were 
mingled  with  the  Samaritans,  as  well  as  with  the  Jews, 
yet  they  were  not  one  with  Judea,  as  predicted  Ezek. 
xxxvii.  19.  Jer.  1.  4.  Samaria  and  its  cities  were  built 
upon  the  mountains  of  Israel ;  and  Samaria  and  Judea 
were  hostile  to  each  other  in  the  time  of  Nehemiah  (iv.  1, 
2  ;)  and  in  the  days  of  Christ,  "  the  Jews  had  no  dealings 
with  the  Samaritans."  John  iv.  9.  Observe  the  prophecy 
concerning  Israel  and  Judah.  Jer.  xxx.  xxxi.  "  I  will 
bring  again  the  captivity  of  my  people  Israel  and  Judah, 
saith  the  Lord  ;  "  and  then  observe  the  express  promise, 
Jer.  xxxi.  5.  6,  "  Thou  shalt  yet  plant  vines  upon  the 
mountains  of  Samaria  ;  the  planter  shall  plant  and  eat 
them  as  common  things  ;  for  there  shall  be  a  day  that  the 
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•vatcliman  upon  the  mount  Ephraim  shall  cry,  Arise  ye, 
uid  let  us  go  up  to  Zion,  to  the  Lord  our  God,"  And  so 
ui'terwards,  "  I  am  a  father  to  Israel,  and  Ephraim  is  my 
first-born.  The  objection  is,  that  the  ten  tribes  were 
restored,  and  so  the  prophecies  fulfilled  literally."  If  they 
were  restored,  why  was  Samaria  on  the  mountains  of 
Israel  possessed  with  a  mingled  race,  and  yet  made 
parallel  with  Ephraim  ?  or  why  was  Samaria  hostile  to 
Zion  ?  The  history,  compared  with  the  prophecies,  shews 
that  the  supposition  of  a  past  literal  fulfilment  must  be 
abandoned. 

It  is  fully  admitted  some  other  of  the  prophecies  di- 
rectly refer  to  the  return  from  Babylon,  under  the  decree 
of  Cyrus,  foretold  so  long  before  by  name,  Isaiah  xliv. 
xlv.  But  Babylon  has  also  a  larger  meaning,  even  in  the 
Old  Testament  prophecies,  than  the  land  of  Chaldea.  Let 
any  one  carefully  read  the  prophecies  concerning  it,  and 
he  will  find  that,  with  the  minute  and  exact  fulfilment  of 
a  large  part  of  the  prophecies,  there  are  other  circum- 
stances, respecting  the  children  of  Israel  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  Babylon,  that  are  manifestly  yet  unfulfilled. 
There  is  the  Babylon  of  Rome  as  well  as  of  Chaldea  ;  and 
if  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  are  compared 
with  those  in  Revelation,  we  may  see  what  has  yet  to  be 
fulfilled. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  Nehemiah  applies  the  pro- 
mises of  the  restoration  given  by  Moses  (Deut.  xxx.  4), 
after  the  scattering  of  Israel  (predicted  Lev.  xxvi.  33. 
Deut.  iv.  27  ;  xxviii.  64),  to  the  restoration  from  Babylon 
(Neh.  i,  8 — 10)  ;  and  that  Zechariah  does  the  same.  Zech. 

*  Mr.  Scott  has  justly  remarked,  "  In  general  all  the  prophecies  relating 
to  the  destruction  of  Babylon  have  no  doubt  a  typical  reference  to  the  des- 
truction of  Borne,  and  the  papal  domination,  as  foretold  by  St,  John,  which 
•will  be  followed  by  the  restoration  of  both  Judah  and  Israel,  in  great  honour 
and  prosperity."  See  Commentary  on  Isaiah  xiv.  1,  2.  The  general  expec- 
tation of  the  Jews  is,  that  their  redemption  from  their  present  captivity  will 
be  im^nediately  upon  the  destruction  of  Rome,  as  their  former  was  upon  that 
of  Babylon.  The  New  Testament  confirms  this  view,  as  the  Jewish  hallelu- 
jahs come  in  Kev.  xix.  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Babylon,  Rev.  xviii. 
That  by  the  Babylon  of  Revelation,  Rome  is  intended,  the  author  has  proved 
in  his  sermon  "  Come  out  of  Rome,"  on  R«v.  xviii.  4.  This  Protestant  doc- 
trine is  too  well  grounded  In  the  scriptures  to  be  overthrown. 
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ii.  G,  7.  Without  giving  other  replies,  the  insufficiency  of 
this  objection  may  surely  be  evident  from  the  considera- 
tion that  a  partial  fulfilment  of  a  prophecy  or  a  promise, 
does  not  evacuate  and  empty  the  fulness  of  its  blessing  ; 
the  first  fruits  are  not  the  whole  harvest.  The  same 
answer  meets  similar  objections  from  the  prophecy  of 
Zacharias.    Luke  i.  G8 — 75. 

But  certain  passages  respecting  Israel  seem  to  assert  an 
entire  termination  of  the  Jewish  state,  as  Jer.  xix.  11.  So 
will  I  break  this  people  and  this  city,  as  one  breaketh  a 
potter's  vessel  that  cannot  he  made  whole  again.  Expres- 
sions of  a  similar  tendency  occur,  Hosea  ix.  15.  Amos  v. 
28,  14.  Zech.  xi.  G.  But  the  same  prophets  shew  us  the  re- 
storation of  the  Jews,  and  their  inheriting  the  land  for 
ever  (Isaiah  Ix.  20  ;  Ixii.  8.  Jer.  xxxi.  40.  Amos  ix.  15)  ; 
and  hence  lead  us  to  see  that  the  apparently  contradictory 
assertions  of  their  utter  desti-uction  must  be  taken  in  a 
limited  sense,  both  as  to  time,  and  the  existing  generations, 
and  human  means  of  restoration.  In  fact  we  have  the 
key  to  such  expressions  in  a  passage  expressly  stating 
together  both  destruction  and  restoration.  Deut.  iv.  26 — 31. 

The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  it  is  farther  said,  in  its 
general  character,  seems  to  indicate  an  entire  abrogation 
of  the  Jewish  dispensation.  The  first  covenant  is  found 
fault  with.  It  decays  and  waxes  old,  and  is  ready  to 
vanish  away.  It  is  removed,  Heb.  viii.  8  ;  xiii.  12 — 28. 
The  sacrifices  are  superseded  by  one  infinitely  higher. 
All  this  clearly  shews  that  the  Jewish  dispensation,  "  as 
a  middle  wall  of  partition,  is  broken  down  for  ever"  (Eph. 
ii.  14)  ;  and  as  a  shadowy  one,  foretelling  good  things  to 
come,  and  preparatory  of  them,  it  is  annulled  :  but  a  Jewish 
restoration,  in  the  fulness  of  glory  and  of  spiritual  blessed- 
ness to  the  whole  earth,  so  far  from  being  excluded,  is 
especially  included  in  the  new  covenant.  "This  is  the  cove- 
nant that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  after  those 
days,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  mind, 
and  write  them  in  their  hearts."  In  this  new  covenant 
there  may  be  a  revival  of  past  services  iu  their  spiritual 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


41 


import,  to  an  extent  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant.  To 
this  view  we  seem  led  by  those  passages  which  speak  of 
the  Jewish  ordinances  as  the  pattern  of  things  in  the  hea- 
vens. In  the  carnal  and  merely  external  use,  they  may 
cease  while  in  the  higher  and  spiritual  service  they  may 
be  retained.  The  law  may  no  longer  be  engraven  on 
tables  of  stone,  but  on  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart  ;  the 
atonements  no  longer  removing  ceremonial  uncleanness, 
but  showing  the  removal  of  all  pollution  ;  the  sacrifices, 
if  retained,'"'  making  every  meal  a  sacrament,  and  a  me- 
morial of  the  death  and  merits  of  our  Redeemer,  and 
really  bringing  us  to  that  state,  "  whether  we  eat  or  drink, 
or  whatsoever  we  do,  doing  all  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  and 
whatsoever  Ave  do,  in  word  or  deed,  doing  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus."  What  part  the  kings  and  priests 
unto  God  and  the  Father  (Rev,  i.  6),  or  the  glorified 
church,  may  have  on  the  sovereignty  over  the  world  to 
come  (Heb.  ii.  5),  is  as  yet  very  much  hidden  from  us. 
There  is  really  nothing  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  con- 
trary to  the  literal  restoration  ;  and  it  is  absolutely  in- 
cluded in  the  renewed  assurance  of  the  blessing  sealed  to 
Abraham.  Heb.  vi.  1^—20.  Gen.  xiii.  15,  1(5  ;  xxii.  16, 
17.  There  seems,  however,  a  special  emphasis  in  the  apos- 
tle's words  (Ileb.  ix.  5)  "  of  which  we  cannot  now  speak 
particularly,"  irejf  Siv  oun  ean  vw  Aeyeif  koto  fiepos,  of  which 
things  it  is  not  now  (the  time)  to  speak  particularly,  seem- 
ing to  imply  that  the  time  to  speak  particularly  will  come, 
not  at  their  being  cast  away  as  when  the  epistle  was  writ- 

*  The  renewal  of  sacrifices  is  an  acknowledged  difficulty.  They  are  liter- 
ally predicted,  (Ezek.  xliii.  18—27,1  and  yet  the  apostle  speaks  of  their  being 
taken  away,  that  the  great  sacrifice  of  Clirist  may  remain  lor  ever  the  one 
all-sufficient  sacrifice  and  atonement  for  sin.  Heb.  x.  Let  us  remember, 
however,  that  though  the  sacrifices  of  the  old  law  really  removed  ceremonial 
uncleanness,  admitting  the  wersbipper  to  the  services  of  the  law,  they  did  not 
remove  sin,  but  by  their  reference  to  the  coming  sacrifice  of  Christ ;  (Heb.  x.  4 
— 14,1  and  if  any  contend  that  animal  sacrifices  are  to  be  revived  under  the  new 
covenant,  it  is  in  the  idea  that  they  can  only  bo  so,  like  the  Lord's  Supper 
now,  as  memorials  of  the  completed  sacrifice  of  Christ,  he  being  all  and  in 
all.  We  have  rea.son  to  think  tliat  there  will  be  death  during  the  millennium, 
(Isa.  Ixv.  20,)  and  if  men  in  the  flesh  are  sustained  as  they  now  are,  each 
meal  may  thus  l;e  made  a  daily  sacrament ;  there  is  evidently  to  be  an  inten- 
sity of  holiness  in  common  things  (Zech.  xiv.  21,)  far  beyond  what  has  yet 
been  seen  on  our  earth. 
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ten,  but  at  their  revival,  and  the  rebuilding  of  David's 
tabernacle.  Our  minds  are  also  led  on,  in  the  epistle  itself,  to 
that  world  to  come,  which  is  under  subjection  to  Christ 
(Heb.  ii.  5 — 10) ;  and  to  that  heavenly  kingdom,  which, 
after  the  removing  of  the  present  dispensation,  shall  re- 
main for  ever  immoveable.  Heb.  xi.  26 — 29.  We  must 
take  care  not  to  confound  the  covenant  with  Abraham  and 
the  covenant  at  Sinai.  The  Abrahamic  covenant  had  both 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  the  posterity  of  Abraham,  as 
well  as  Christ  our  Lord,  for  its  promises  :  and  the  apos- 
tle expressly  assures  us  that  the  "  covenant  which  was  con- 
linned  before  of  God  in  Christ,  the  law  which  was  four 
hundred  and  thirty  years  after,  cannot  disannul,  that  it 
should  make  the  promise  of  none  effect."  Gal.  iv.  17.  The 
Sinai  covenant,  full  of  shadows  of  the  Saviour,  passed 
away  when  he  came,  and  can  therefore  no  longer  be  re- 
established as  the  shadow  of  good  things  to  come,  seeing 
we  have  the  very  substance  in  Christ  Jesus.  But  it  is  un- 
doubtedly still  full  of  instruction  to  us,  as  to  what  is  to  be 
hereafter  brought  out  and  fulfilled.  Matt.  v.  18.  The 
Abrahamic  covenant  is  confirmed  again  and  again,  not- 
withstanding all  the  sins  of  Israel  (Micali  vii.  18 — 20. 
Luke  i.  70 — 75)  ;  and  can  never  be  disannulled.  Heb. 
vi.  18—19.* 

But  it  is  said  that  the  promises  made  to  Abraham  of 
the  land  of  Canaan  are  expounded  by  the  apostle,  as  refer- 
ing  to  a  heavenly  country,  "  now  they  desire  a  better 
country,  that  is  a  heavenly,  wherefore  God  is  not  ashamed 
to  be  called  their  God,  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a 
city."  Heb.  xi.  IG.  Hence  it  is  supposed  by  some  that 
the  prophecies  refer  not  to  any  possession  of  Canaan,  but 

*  There  is  generally  a  measure  of  truth  even  in  opposite  difficulties,  in  ob- 
jection to  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jew,  it  is  said  they  are  cast  awai/ 
and  broken  off.  Rom.  xi.  15, 17.  It  is  true,  while  they  remain  in  unbelief  ; 
but  it  is  not  true  as  regards  the  elect  remnant  now  ixi.  1,  2,  5,i  or  their  res- 
toration hereafter,  (V.  26  I  In  objection  to  the  hopes  of  their  national  res- 
toration, it  is  said,  thm  is  no  differeim  bettrcm  the  Jew  arul  the  Greek.  Rom. 
X.  12.  It  is  true  as  regards  communion  of  spiritual  privileges  to  all  who  call 
on  the  name  of  Jesus,  but  it  is  not  true  as  regards  national  privileges  of  the 
restored  Jews  hereafter.    Isa.  Ix. 
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to  a  spiritual  or  heavenly  glory  only.  That  they  include 
that  glory  is  clear  ;  but  if  we  look  at  the  whole  of  the 
scripture  testimony,  there  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  this 
passage  does  not  set  aside  the  plain  promises  we  have  con- 
sidered. No  doubt  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  have  not 
literally  possessed  Canaan,  and  no  doubt  they  looked, 
through  the  earthly  promise,  for  that  lieavenly  "  city 
which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God  ; 
and  no  doubt  they  are  now  in  paradise  and  blessedness." 
Luke  xvi.  22 — 26.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  the 
apostle  asserts,  "  These  all  .  .  .  received  not  the  promises, 
God  having  provided  some  better  thing  for  us,  that  they 
without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect."  Heb.  xi.  39,  40. 
The  resurrection  glory  is  yet  to  come.  We  are  far  too  ignor- 
ant of  the  nature  of  that  heavenly  city  and  heavenly 
country,  (irorpiSa,  the  true  fatherland)  and  its  connection 
with  the  earthly  Jerusalem  in  the  world  to  come,  on  this 
ground  to  form  any  objection  to  the  literal  interpretation 
of  the  predictions  which  have  been  quoted.  They  may, 
in  the  resurrection  state,  possess  and  reign  over  the  pro- 
mised land  in  far  more  glory  than  previously  they  could 
have  done,  or  than,  while  we  are  in  our  present  bodies,  we 
can  now  imagine,  agreeably  to  the  prediction — "  The  Lord  of 
Hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion,  and  before  his  ancients 
gloriously."  Isaiah  xxiv.  23.  Our  Lord's  reference  to 
the  resurrection  of  the  bodies  of  the  Patriarchs  (Matt.  xxii. 
31,  32,)  seems,  as  Mede  has  shewn,  (see  his  Works,  p.  801, 
to  intimate  this.  The  apostles  also  ai'e  repeatedly  and  ex- 
pressly promised  thrones  over  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 
Matt.  xix.  28.  Luke  xxii.  30.  Those  who  allow  that  the 
present  state  of  the  Church  of  Christ  on  earth  is  really 
and  properly  denominated,  in  the  New  Testament,  by  the 
title  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  may  in  that  fact  learn  that 
while  the  future  inheritance  is  called  a  heavenly  country, 
it  may  yet  have  a  direct  connection  with  a  renewed 
earth.  Rev.  v.  10.  In  short,  our  ignorance  of  the  nature 
of  the  sovereignty  and  glories  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  its  connection  with  the  earthly  kingdom  preclude  us 
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from  making  use  of  such  passages  as  Heb.  xi.  16,  as  a 
sufficient  objection  to  a  literal  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
phecies. 

Tlie  future  resurrection  and  the  judgment  at  our  Lord's 
return,  as  described  by  him  in  John  v.  28,  and  in  Matt. 
XXV.  31 — 16,  and  elsewhere,  as  the  hour  of  resurrection 
and  the  day  of  Judgment,  and  the  final  destruction  of  our 
earth  by  fire,  described  2  Peter  iii.  seem  to  others  quite  in- 
compatible with  a  restoi-ed  Jewish  nation  and  a  future 
residence  of  human  beings  on  this  earth.  On  these  sub- 
jects the  author  has  so  fully  stated  his  sentiments,  in  his 
Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies,  that  he  refers  the  reader 
thither,  thinking  that  he  lias  fully  proved  its  harmony  with 
the  general  views  of  this  work,  and  shewn  the  lengthened 
period  wliicli  those  all-important  events  will  occupy.* 
As  to  the  destruction  of  the  earth  by  fire,  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  creation  of  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
earth,  we  are  expressly  told,  in  tlie  promise  referred  to  by 
St.  Peter,  (2  Peter  iii.  13.)  tliat  this  is  directly  connected 
with  the  restoration  and  joy  of  the  literal  Jerusalem  and 
the  restored  Jewisli  nation.    Isaiah  Ixv.  17 — 25. 

I  can  fully  sympathise  with  the  anxieties  of  beloved 
brethren,  that  all  tlie  solemn  sanction  of  these  unspeakably 
important  truths  should  be  maintained  with  full  power  on 
our  minds.  And  were  this  the  place,  it  miglit  be  fully 
shewn  that  the  terrors  and  the  glories  of  the  Lord  in  that 
day,  the  awful  majesty  of  tlie  Judge,  the  minuteness, 
discrimination,  universality,  and  eternal  issues  of  the  judg- 
ments, are  not  in  the  least  affected,  by  the  doctrine  here 
maintained,  and  that  it  is  in  full  harmony  with  the  various 
declarations,  parables  and  illustrations  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures. Those  great  realities  which  are  the  stay  and  bul- 
wark of  the  believer's  soul,  amidst  the  temptations  of  this 

*  Mede  observes,  "  the  word  ikiy  [and  he  might  have  added  Aok/-]  in  the 
Hebrew  notion  used  ordinarily  for  tcmpus,  or  time  :  yea,  loivjissi'nium,  the 
longest;  as  in  the  prophets  for  the  70  years  captivity ;  for  the  time  of  their 
great  and  long  captivity  ;  for  the  time  of  their  pilgi'iraage  in  the  wilderness, 
(Psalm  xcv.)  according  to  the  Septuagint  and  St.  Paul's  translation.  Heb.  iii. 
8,  9.    See  v.  13  also  where  a  day  includes  every  day." — Mede's  Works,  772. 
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evil  world,  are  indeed  brought  home  to  our  hearts  thus, 
with  a  vivid  light,  and  an  intense  interest,  and  a  present 
nearness,  far  more  quickening  and  practically  impressive 
than  can  be  attained  by  the  ideas  of  a  distant  time  of 
judgment,  and  that  a  day  of  man's  time  may  comprehend 
the  whole  judgment.  The  scriptural  use  of  the  word  day 
and  hour,  and  the  scriptural  statement  of  God's  view  of 
time,  allow  us  to  realize  the  most  full,  minute,  and  exact 
judgment  of  all  that  is  past.  Clouds  and  darkness  are 
indeed  round  about  him  ;  (Psalm  xcvii.  2.)  there  are 
many  difficulties  on  which  a  suspended  judgment  becomes 
us  ;  (1  Cor.  iv.  5.)  and  it  is  clear  that  many  of  the  general 
statements  of  Scripture,  relating  to  the  sorrows,  trials, 
and  difficulties,  for  instance,  of  the  people  of  God,  the 
large  abounding  of  evil,  the  election  of  his  saints  out  of 
this  world,  the  straitness  of  the  gate  of  life  now,  which 
are  suitable  to  the  present  dispensation,  will  be  inapplic- 
able to  a  future  ;  and  the  same  principle  affects  also  the 
judgment  of  all  men,  as  it  regards  the  ages  to  come  after 
the  return  of  our  Lord. 

On  some  things,  prophecy  holds  out  a  clear  and  steady 
light  ;  on  the  restoration  of  Israel,  the  return  of  the 
Saviour,  his  heavenly  kingdom,  the  future  judgment  of 
all  men,  the  everlasting  punishment  of  the  wicked,  and 
the  everlasting  life  of  the  righteous.  It  shews  that  all  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  and  under  the  earth  (Phil.  ii.  9 — 1 1.) 
shall  ultimately  be  entirely  subject  to  Christ ;  and  he  shall 
present  to  his  heavenly  Father  (1  Cor.  xv.  24 — 28.)  a 
recovered  earth  full  of  righteousness,  (2  Peter  iii.  13.  Rev. 
xxi.  1.)  and  God  shall  be  all  in  all,  and  the  nations  of  the 
earth  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
(Rev.  xxi.  24.)  and  the  saints  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever.  Rev.  xxii.  5.  While  on  these  events  the  light  is 
distinct  and  full,  there  are  innumerable  questions  that 
may  be  raised  respecting  the  supposed  difficulties  of  such 
results  of  glory  and  blessedness.  Respecting  the  nature 
of  the  spiritual  kingdom  on  eartii,  when  Nicodemus  asked, 
Hov)  can  these  things  he  ?  our  Lord  did  not  then  attempt 
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an  explanation,  but  referred  him  to  the  experience  of  those 
who  had  seen  and  known  wliat  they  testified.  How  justly 
then  may  we,  respecting  the  heavenly  kingdom,  search 
indeed  to  the  utmost  the  revelation  which  God  has  given 
of  it  in  his  word  ;  and  yet,  after  all  our  searching,  rest 
in  the  divine  testimony.  May  we  remember  also  the 
solemn  caution  as  to  the  danger  of  unbelief  on  this  very 
subject,  which  our  Saviour  has  given  us,  "If  I  have  told 
you  earthly  things  and  ye  believe  not,  how  shall  ye  believe 
if  I  tell  you  of  heavenly  things."  We  know  generally 
that  there  is,  for  God's  faithful  people,  an  exceeding  and 
eUrnal  weight  of  glory.  We  know  perfectly  and  absolutely 
what  is  essential  to  our  present  course  ;  and,  as  ministers, 
we  are  authorized  with  the  clearest  evidence  and  conviction 
to  shew  that  God,  and  man  too,  shall  ultimately  "  discern 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  him  that 
serveth  God  and  him  that  serveth  him  not  ;  "  (Mai.  iii. 
18,)  and  distinctly  "  to  say  to  the  righteous,  it  shall  be  well 
with  them,  for  they  shall  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  doings. 
Woe  unto  the  wicked,  it  shall  be  ill  with  him,  for  the  re- 
ward of  his  hands  shall  be  given  him."    Isaiah  iii.  10,  11.  * 

*  A  chapter  in  a  work  recently  published,  "  Mr.  Ransom's  Biblical  topo- 
graphy," on  the  destiny  of  Canaan,  chiefly  taken  from  "Letters  on  the  Ob- 
jections to  the  doctrine  of  Israel's  Restoration,"  brings  forward  many  of  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used  against  their  literal  restoration. 

There  is  in  this  book  useful  and  interesting  information  on  the  topography 
of  Canaan,  gathered  together  from  various  sources ;  but  in  the  chapter  alluded 
to,  the  author  sees  no  unnoticed  material  objection.  The  idea  of  the  utter  in- 
capability of  a  literal  interpretation  arises  from  the  confusing  the  distinct 
ideas  of  parables  or  visions  with  the  use  of  figurative  language.  Figurative 
expressions  are  not  excluded  from  literal  prophecies  as  they  are  not  excluded 
from  the  plainest  and  most  literal  conversation.  The  author  has  endeavoured 
to  make  this  clear  in  the  7th  chapter  of  his  "  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophe- 
cies." Words  thus  used  figuratively  can  never  oblige  us  to  m.ike  the  whole 
discourse  a  parable. 

Again,  the  use  of  old  names  of  countries  and  nations  is  no  reason  why 
those  countries,  and  the  nations  now  in  them,  may  not  be  the  subjects  of  pre- 
dicted events.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  long  since  observed,  on  Dan.  vii.  11, 12. 
"  The  nations  of  Chaldea  and  Assyria  are  still  the  first  beast :  those  of  India 
■and  Persia  are  still  the  second  beast;  those  of  Macedon,  Greece,  and  Asia 
Mmor,  Syria  and  Egypt,  are  still  the  third  beast ;  and  those  of  Europe,  on  this 
side  of  Greece,  are  still  the  fourth  beast,"  (Page  31.)  It  is  asked,  "  Is  it  be- 
lieved that  the  Lord  shall  utterly  destroy  the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  Sea,  and 
with  his  mighty  wind  shake  his  hand  over  the  river,  and  smite  it  in  the  seven 
streams  thereof,  and  make  men  go  over  dryshod  ?  "  Let  the  Divine  Spirit 
himself,  by  the  prophet  Zechariah,  speak  the  answer  to  this  and  to  similar 
astounding  marvels  in  the  eyes  of  our  unbelief  ;  and  that  on  this  very  point 
of  the  full  literal  restoration  of  Israel,  from  the  west  as  well  as  from  the  east, 
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4.     THE  SITUATION  OF  THE  TEN  TRIBES. 


A  real  difficulty  concerning  the  restoration  of  Israel  in 
the  minds  of  some  is  our  present  ignorance  respecting  the 
ten  tribes.  It  is  asked,  Where  are  the  Ten  Tribes  ? 
and  as  to  certainty  we  must  reply,  We  know  not.  And  is 
not  this  just  what  tlie  Bible  testimony  concerning  them 
would  lead  us  to  expect  would  be  their  state  till  their 
restoration  ? 

First  we  read  generally  of  the  whole  Jewish  nation, 

beyond  the  remnant  restored  in  that  day,  (Zech.  vili.  6 — 8.)  Thm  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts ;  If  it  he  marvelUms  in  the  eyes  of  the  remnant  of  this  2>eopLe  in 
these  days,  shvtdd  it  also  be  marvellous  in  mine  eyes  ?  saith  the  Lord  of  liosts. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  Behold,  I  will  save  7ni/ people  from  tlie  eoM  country, 
and  from  the  west  country,  and  I  will  bring  t/iem,  a'/id  they  shall  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  Jerusalem ;  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  tlieirGod,  in  truth 
and  rigJiteov^ness.  Let  us,  then,  have  full  faith  in  God's  own  and  plain  word  I 
How  he  repeats  the  words,  "  the  Lord  of  hosts,"  as  if  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm our  faith. 

Having  thus  noticed  an  opinion  against  his  own  view,  the  author  cannot 
forbear  adding  the  pleasure  which  it  gave  him,  to  see  that  Dr.  Henderson, 
whose  judgment  is  likely  to  carry  much  just  weight  and  influence,  has,  in  his 
new  translation  of  Isaiah,  thus  expressed  his  own  change  of  mind,  and  his 
belief  of  the  literal  restoration.  "That  such  restoration  is  taught  in  the 
scripture.^  I  had  been  accustomed  to  regard  as  more  than  questionable,  how 
firmly  soever  I  believed  in  their  future  conversion  to  the  f.iith  of  Jesus.  On 
examining,  however,  the  dilferent  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  which 
treat  of  a  return  of  that  people,  I  have  had  the  conviction  forced  upon  my 
mind,  that  while  the  greater  number  decidedly  apply  to  the  restoration  which 
took  place  on  the  capture  of  Babylon  by  Cyrus,  there  are  others  which  can- 
not without  violence  be  thus  applied  ;  but  which  being  upon  any  just  prin- 
ciple of  interpretation  equally  incapable  of  application  to  the  afl'airs  of  the 
Gentile  church,  must  be  referred  to  events  yet  future  in  Jewisli  history.  In 
this  class  i  particularly  include  the  last  siK  chapters  of  Isaiah,  which  imme- 
diately follow  the  remarkable  prediction  respecting  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews  at  the  close  of  the  fifty-ninth.  Not  the  most  distant  allusion  is  made 
throughout  these  chapters  to  any  circumstance  connected  with  the  deliverance 
from  Babylon ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  they  contain  a  distinct  recognition 
of  various  things  bslonging  to  the  new  dispensation, — such  as  the  Divine 
mission  of  the  Messiah,  the  abolition  of  the  Jewish  woivhip,  the  calling  of 
the  Gentiles,  the  rejection  of  the  Jews,  and  certain  fi  Mlmrs  df  ilmir  present 
dispersion.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  such  a  inarkrd  disunction  uniformly 
kept  up  between  the  persons  spoken  of  and  tlie  Gentiles  :  such  an  appropri- 
ation to  their  condition  of  language,  elsewlieie  only  used  of  the  natural  pos- 
terity of  Abraham  ;  such  an  obvious  description  of  the  desolation  of  Palestine, 
and  such  express  mention  of  a  restored  land,  mountains,  vineyards,  fields, 
hou.sehokl,  flocks,  &c.  which  cannot  be  figuratively  understood,  that  with  no 
hermeneutical  propriety,  can  the  scene  be  placed  in  the  Gentile  world  or  re- 
garded as  exhibiting  the  state  of  Gentile  ChrLstianity." 

The  author  had  not  read  his  friend  Professor  Lee's  objections  to  a  literal 
restoration,  when  he  wrote  these  Introductory  Remarks,  but  he  sees  amonj; 
them  no  material  objection  unnoticed,  and  nothing  to  alter  his  own  convic- 
tions, as  here  stated. 
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(Deut.  xxviii.  64, 65.)  "  The  Lord  shall  scatter  thee  among 
all  people,  from  one  end  of  the  earth  even  unto  the  other  ; 
and  there  thou  shalt  serve  other  gods,  which  neither  thou 
nor  thy  fathers  have  known,  even  wood  and  stone  ;  and 
among  those  nations  thou  shalt  find  no  ease,  neither  shall 
the  sole  of  thy  foot  have  rest."  Then  particularly  with 
reference  to  the  ten  tribes  :  (Hosea  iii.  4.)  "  For  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and 
without  a  prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an 
image,  and  without  a  teraphim."  We  may  hence  justly 
conclude  that  they  have  not  continued  as  a  kingdom  apart 
from  others.  "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone  ;" 
(Hosea  iv.  17,)  it  is  possible  they  may  have  remained  in 
their  idolatry.  We  read,  (Hosea  ix.  17.)  "My  God  will 
cast  them  away,  because  they  did  not  hearken  to  him  ; 
and  they  shall  be  wanderers  among  all  nations."  To  this 
corresponds  the  expressions  of  Amos,  (ix.  9.)  "  I  will 
sift  the  house  of  Israel  among  all  nations."  Isaiah  has 
predicted,  (vii.  8.)  "  Ephraim  shall  be  broken,  that  it  be 
not  a  people  ;  "  and  the  title  which  he  gives  to  the  Israelites 
is  The  outcasts  of  Israel.  Isaiah  xi.  12.  There  is  a  message 
to  Moab  :  "  Hide  the  outcast,  betray  not  him  that  wander- 
eth.  Let  mine  outcast  dwell  with  thee.  Moab,  be  thou  a 
covert  to  them  from  the  spoiler."  Isaiah  xvi.  3,  4.  In 
another  chapter  in  Isaiah  we  read  of  the  children  of  Israel 
as  read)/  to  perish  in  the  land  of  Assyria.  Isaiah  xxvii.  13. 
Mr.  Faber  supposes,  with  some  reason,  that  there  is  a 
reference  to  the  ten  tribes  as  j'et  in  darkness,  in  the 
passage  where  it  is  predicted  that  the  Redeemer  is  given 
"  as  a  covenant  to  the  people  to  establish  the  earth  and  to 
cause  to  inherit  the  desolate  heritages  ; "  and  for  this  end, 
"  that  thou  mayest  say  to  the  prisoners.  Go  forth,  and  to 
them  that  are  in  darkness.  Shew  yourselves."  Isaiah 
xlix.  8,  9.  Mr.  Scott  indeed  would  confine  this  to  the 
Gentiles  ;  it  is  however  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  ten  tribes  in  darkness,  as  hidden 
from  our  sight,  and  the  words  admit  of  large  and  growing 
accomplishment. 
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How  exactly  does  our  present  knowledge  of  the  ten 
tribes  con'espond  to  the  description  of  prophecy  !  They 
were  first  carried  captive  "  into  Assyria  and  placed  in 
Halah  and  in  Habor,  by  the  river  of  Gozan,  and  in  the 
cities  of  the  Medes  ;"  (2  Kinq:s  xvii.  6.)  and  to  this  day 
many  of  the  ten  tribes,  mingled  with  the  Jews,  are  found 
in  the  regions  which  surround  this  neighbourhood.  While 
the  Jews  are  chiefly  found  in  the  European  kingdoms,  we 
hear  of  Israelites  also  in  Persia,  Tartaria,  and  Caubul ; 
in  Hindostan,  in  China,  and  in  Africa.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  the  American  Indians  descended  from  them. 
The  following  singular  account  of  them  is  given  in  the 
course  of  a  dream,  in  the  apocryphal  book  of  Esdras  :  (2 
Esdras  xiii.  40—45.)  "  The  ten  tribes  were  carried  away 
prisoners  out  of  their  own  land  in  the  time  of  Osea  the 
king,  whom  Salmanasar,  the  king  of  Assyria,  led  away 
captive,  and  he  carried  them  over  the  waters,  and  so  came 
tliey  unto  another  land.  But  they  took  this  counsel  among 
themselves,  that  they  would  leave  the  multitude  of  the 
heathen,  and  go  forth  into  a  further  country,  where  never 
mankind  dwelt,  that  they  might  there  keep  their  statutes, 
which  they  never  kept  in  their  own  land.  And  tbey 
entered  into  Euphrates,  by  the  narrow  passages  of  the 
river.  For  the  i\lost  High  then  showed  signs  for  them, 
and  held  still  the  flood  till  they  were  passed  over.  For 
through  that  country  there  was  a  great  way  to  go  ;  namely 
of  a  year  and  a  half  !  the  same  region  is  called  Arsareth. 
Then  dwelt  they  tiiere  until  the  latter  time  ;  and  now 
when  they  shall  begin  to  come,  the  Highest  shall  stay  the 
springs  of  the  stream  again,  that  they  may  go  ;  therefore 
sawest  thou  the  multitude  with  peace."  Arnald  considers 
that  this  book  was  probably  written  by  a  Jew  converted 
to  Christianity,  with  the  hope  of  converting  others,  in 
the  times  of  the  first  heathen  persecutions.  This  passage 
may  therefore  be  viewed  as  containing  the  sentiments  of 
tlie  Jews  of  that  day,  respecting  them  ;  and  may  have 
been  the  obscure  tradition  of  their  passing  on  to  America. 
But  it  must  be  allowed  to  be  uncertain  and  obscure.  We 
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cannot  speak  positively  respecting  the  ten  tribes.  There 
is  a  veil  upon  their  present  situation  ;  they  are  among  the 
nations  ;  they  are  unknown  and  in  darkness  ;  they  are 
under  a  covert  ;  they  are  hidden  ;  they  are  outcasts  :  and 
this  is  just  what  the  prophets  lead  us  to  expect  would  be 
their  state.'"' 

How  then  shall  the  ten  tribes  be  discovered  and  made 
known  ?  When  there  was  a  similar  difficulty  about  the 
descent  of  the  priesthood,  in  the  times  of  Ezra  and  Nelie- 

*  Calmet  has  a  Dissertation  prefixed  to  the  Book  of  Chronicles  "  On  the 
Countrj"  to  which  the  Ten  Tribes  were  talien,  and  on  that  in  which  they  now 
are  j  "  giving  various  opinions  to  his  day,  and  giving  his  own  opinion,  that 
the  Ten  Tribes  gradually  returned,  and  so  fulfilled  the  prophecies.  Mr. 
Wolffs  Journals,  from  1631  to  1834,  contain  many  interesting  particulars  res- 
pecting the  Jews  in  Armenia,  Persia,  Khorassaun,  Toorkestaun,  BokhaiTa, 
Balk,  Afghanistan,  Caslimeer  and  Hindustan.  His  idea  was,  as  the  result  of 
his  enquiries,  that  the  chief  body  in  the  east  was  at  Lassa,  in  China.  In 
various  parts  of  the  east  (see,  for  instance,  Jewish  Intelligencer,  December, 
1S40,  and  Buchanan's  Researches,)  there  appear  to  be  remnants  of  the  Ten 
as  well  as  of  the  Two  Tiibes,  but  in  a  veiy  degraded  state.  It  will  hereafter 
be  really  an  object  of  great  interest  to  the  Gentiles  to  search  them  out  in 
order  to  bring  this  scattered  and  peeled  people,  who  have  been  meted  out  and 
troddtni  down,  as  a  present  to  the  place  of  the  name  of  the  Lm'd  of  Hosts,  the  Mount 
Zion.  Isa.  xviii.  If  part  of  the  Ten  Tribes  are  in  China,  it  is  singular  that  both 
those  countries,  Palestine  and  China,  should  at  this  time  i  December,  1840,1 
be  so  remarkably  brought  under  the  attention  of  Europe  !  Ma}'  we  be  deliv- 
ered from  all  unrighteous  aggression,  and  made  instrumental,  as  vessels  of 
mercy,  in  accomplishing  the  purposes  of  God's  love  to  our  fellow-men. 

It  may  be  right  here  to  notice  Mr.  Wilson's  recent  work  on  our  Israelitish 
origin.  I  have  read  it  without  any  conviction.  Believing  with  him  in  the 
same  hope  of  the  restoration  of  Israel  and  the  personal  rei^n  of  our  Saviour, 
I  cannot  but  regret  that  so  pious  a  writer  should,  on  so  scanty  a  foundation, 
seek  to  establish  a  system  which  appears  to  me  to  confound  the  distinct  situ- 
ation of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  divine  love  in  the 
times  of  the  Gentiles.  However  his  work  may  be  useful  in  calling  attention 
to  the  subject  and  suggesting  thoughts  to  other  minds  ;  his  system  is,  in  my 
view  unsupported  in  its  proofs,  and  contrary  to  the  plain  testimony  of  scrip- 
ture. Instead  of  blindness  in  part  happening  to  Israel,  and  the  fullness  of 
the  elect  among  the  Gentiles  now  coming  in,  this  view  would  make,  in  the 
whole  of  the  Gentile  disjiens-tation,  Israel  the  seeking  people,  and  the  Gen- 
tiles the  blinded  people,  and  destroy  the  contrast  of  the  apostle  between  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  Tlie  sovereignty  of  God  on  this  hvpothesis  would  be  resolved 
into  almost  a  carnal  and  mechanical  selection  of  one  family,  instead  of  that 
largeness  and  fulness  of  love  which  the  holy  scriptures  reveal,  which  has  no 
respect  of  persons,  but  deals  both  righteously  and  graciously  with  the  whole 
human  race.  There  appears  more  reason  to  think  that  there  is  a  foundation 
for  the  opinion  that  the  original  American  Indians  were  of  the  Ten  Tribes, 
as  shewn,  with  a  good  deal  of  apparent  evidence,  in  Mrs.  Simon's  "  Ten  Tribes 
Identified,"  but  we  have  no  certainty  yet  respecting  them.  The  Rev.  J.  Samuel, 
in  a  volume  entitled  "  The  Remnant  Found  or  the  Place  of  Israel's  Hiding 
Discovered,"  endeavours  to  shew  that  the  Jews  of  Daghistan,  on  the  Caspian 
Sea,  are  the  remnant  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  and  his  own  evidence  of  this  is 
brought  forward.  They  were  visited  by  him  in  1837  and  183S;  but  in  any 
case  this  can  only  be  a  fragment  of  the  whole,  Finn's  history  of  the  Jews  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  contains  much  valuable  information. 
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miah,  as  to  those  Jews  supposed  to  belong  to  the  priest- 
hood, who  could  not  find  their  register,  the  governor  of 
the  returned  Jews  acted  thus  :  "  They  were  put  aside,  till 
there  stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim  and  with  Thummin. 
Ezra  ii.  63.  Neh.  vii.  65.  Now  we  have  the  express  pro- 
phecy of  Malachi  (iv.  5,  6.)  confirmed  by  our  Lord,  that 
"  Elias  shall  first  come  and  restore  all  things."  Matt.  xvii. 
11.  He  was  the  prophet  of  the  ten  ti'ibes,  and  their  res- 
toration is  connected  thus  with  his  re-appearance.  Thus 
God  who  has  promised  the  restoration  of  Israel,  will,  at 
the  appointed  time,  not  only  recover  and  restore  them, 
but  also  make  them  known  as  his  own  people,  and  so  make 
the  fulfilment  of  his  own  promise  clear  to  all  men. 

The  posterity  of  Israel  thus  to  be  restored  with  the  Jews 
may  probably  be  very  numerous,  how  then  can  Palestine 
receive  the  whole  ?  The  scriptures  give  us  reason  to 
expect  that  the  Holy  Land  will  in  the  future  ages  be 
greatly  extended,  beyond  what  has  ever  yet  been  actually 
possessed  by  Israel  as  their  own.  Its  borders,  as  named 
by  Moses,  (Exod.  xxiii.  31.)  and  by  Ezekiel  (xlvii.  13 — 
23.)  would  appear  to  extend  to  the  Euphrates  on  the 
north,  and  from  Hamath  on  the  Orontes  to  the  Red  Sea, 
down  to  Kadesh  Meribah,  (Numb.  xx.  12,  compared  with 
Ezekiel  xlvii.  19.)  and  from  Tamor  or  Tadiiior  in  the 
wilderness  to  the  River  Nile.  (See  Tyso's  Enquiry  after 
Prophetic  Truth,  with  a  map  of  the  boundaries.)  The 
part  that  is  now  desert  will,  according  to  many  promises 
of  the  Old  Testament,  become  fruitful.  This  enlargement 
of  territory  is  often  intimated.  "  The  place  is  too  strait 
forme,  give  place  to  me  that  I  may  dwell."  Isa.  xlix.  19, 
20  ;  liv.  2.  See  also  Deut.  xix.  8,  9. 


5.  THE  DIFnCULTIES  IN  THE  WAY    OF  OUR  FAITH. 

Let  us  farther  notice  and  endeavour  to  remove  some 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  our  entire  faith  in  the  plain 
scriptural  testimony  to  their  future  restoration. 
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The  lengthened  period  of  their  dispersion  is  a 
difficulty  in  the  minds  of  some.  For  2500  years  tlie  ten 
tribes  have  been  separated  from  Judea.  For  1800  years 
the  two  tribes  tiiat  were  partially  restored  from  Babylon 
have  been  scattered.  Is  there  human  probability,  then, 
of  their  restoration  1  Tiie  answer  to  this  is  abundantly 
given  in  the  scriptures.  Look  at  the  past  history  of  the 
nation.  When  Abraham  was  75  years  old,  he  had  to  wait 
another  quarter  of  a  century  before  the  promised  son  by 
Sarah  was  given  to  him  ;  400  years  passed  before  the 
promise  of  Canaan  was  realised  ;  and  nearly  2000  years 
ere  the  promised  Saviour  was  born.  Moses  predicted  that 
a  prophet  like  hiniself  should  rise  in  Israel  ;  many  glorious 
prophets,  from  Samuel  to  Malachi,  were  raised  up,  but 
nearly  1-500  years  passed  before  the  intended  prophet  came. 

Look  at  the  plain  predictions  of  desolation  ;  desolate  heri- 
tages, (Isa.  xix.  8.)  '•'  waste  cities,  the  desolations  of  many 
generations,"  (Isa.  Ixi.  4.)  "  the  old  waste  pLices,  the  foun- 
dations of  many  generations,"  (Isa.  Iviii.  12,)  many  days, 
(Hosea  iii.  4.)  Look  at  the  promises  of  the  period  of  res- 
toration, "  after  many  days,  in  the  latter  years,  in  the 
latter  days."  Ezek.  xxxviii.  8,  16.  Look  at  the  precise 
time  predicted  of  the  restored  sanctuary,  and  its  being 
trodden  under  foot,  2300  moi'nings  and  evenings,  or  years, 
(Dan.  viii.  14.)  and  see  in  all  this  that  the  lenothened 
period  furnishes  no  occasion  of  doubt,  but  is  the  very 
confirmation  of  the  prophecy,  and  the  full  assurance  of 
our  hopes  of  its  near  termination.  God's  mind  is  infinite 
and  eternal,  he  is  the  everlasting  God,  he  discerns  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  "  he  fainteth  not,  nor  is  weary,  there 
is  no  searching  of  his  understanding."  Isa.  xl.  28.  His 
own  gracious  and  holy  purposes,  his  unchangeable  cha- 
racter, his  grace  and  his  goodness,  his  love  and  his  right- 
eousness, thus  have  their  full  exhibition  and  illustration, 
through  all  the  ages  to  come  of  that  endless  eternity  to 
whicii  we  are  hastening,  and  where  we  shall  fully  find 
that  to  know  him  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  has  sent,  is 
eternal  life. 
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The  great  stumbling-block  which  the  Gentile  churches 
meet  with,  in  receiving  the  doctrine  of  tlie  future  restora- 
tion of  Israel,  is  its  close  connection  with  the  humbling 

fact  of  OUR  APOSTACY  AND  COMING  JUDGMENTS  UPON  US. 

This  is  so  contrary  to  all  our  wishes  and  hopes,  and  so 
humbling  to  our  pride  and  self-sufficiency,  that  those  who 
have  fallen  away,  and  indeed  Gentile  Christians  at  large 
struggle  against  its  truth  with  great  earnestness.  Yet  St. 
Paul  warns  the  Roman  Church  much  on  this  very  subject, 
(Rom.  xi.  18 — 24,)  and  intimates  that  all  are  concluded  in 
unlelief.  xi.  32.  And  our  Lord  himself  sliews  that  the  last 
state  of  the  world  before  his  coming  shall  be  similar  to 
that  of  the  state  of  the  world  before  the  deluge.  Matt, 
xxiv.  37 — 41.  To  have  the  Jews  restored  to  their  former 
eminence,  while  the  Gentiles  are  judged  for  apostacy,  and 
then  to  have  future  blessings  come  to  our  whole  earth 
through  restored  Jerusalem,  is  very  painful  and  offensive 
to  Gentile  high-mindedness,  yet  are  the  signs  of  the  apos- 
tacy on  the  Christian  churches  too  apparent  to  be  denied. 
See  Appendix  iii.  0  what  need,  then,  have  we  for  contri- 
tion and  humility  !    With  the  lowhj  is  ivisdom. 

Observe  the  different  veils  of  unbelief,  prejudice,  and 
self-wisdom,  by  which  our  corruption  keeps  truth  hidden 
from  our  view,  and  thus  we  forfeit  our  spiritual  privileges. 
The  Jews  are  under  a  veil  as  to  Christ  being  the  light  of 
the  Gentiles.  They  cannot  see  in  his  humiliation  and  death, 
and  their  rejection,  and  our  receiving  of  him,  their  own 
prophecies  fulfilled.  The  Gentiles,  too,  are  under  a  similar 
veil  respecting  their  own  apostacy,  and  the  predicted  re- 
covered privileges  of  the  Jewish  nation.  Tliey  deny  that 
such  privileges  are  promised,  and  robbing  the  Jewish 
nation,  still  think  that  tiiey  render  thereby  a  spiritual 
sacrifice  to  God.  Thus  will  the  Jews  be  more  provoked 
to  jealousy,  (Rom.  x.  19,)  and  God  will  accomplish  his 
own  gracious  purposes  to  Israel  as  he  has  foretold,  "  For 
I  the  Lord  love  judgment :  I  hate  robbery  for  burnt  offer- 
ing, and  I  will  direct  tlieir  work  in  trutli ;  and  I  will 
make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them,  and  their  seed 
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shall  be  known  among  the  Gentiles."  Isa.  Ixi.  8,  9.  There 
is  no  need  on  either  side  of  that  supplanting  of  which 
Esau  complained.  Gen.  xxvii.  36.  There  is  in  Christ 
fulness  of  blessing  for  all,  and  this  God  designs  as  his 
gracious  issue  of  mercy.    Rom.  xi.  Sii. 

The  depth  of  God's  mysteries  towards  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles  is  another  difficulty  to  faith.  When  we  re- 
member the  narrowness  of  our  minds,  and  the  seltislmess 
of  our  thoughts  and  the  corruption  of  our  hearts,  we  need 
not  be  surprized  at  the  difficulties  which  the  Jews,  in  ex- 
clusive possession  of  privileges,  have  made  to  the  Gentiles 
being  partakers  with  them.  In  a  similar  manner  we  Gen- 
tiles, when  grafted  in  their  place,  have  felt  the  like  unwil- 
lingness to  believe  in  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  their 
covenant  privileges,  and  their  own  country,  and  their 
national  pre-eminence.  The  scriptures  represent  these 
things  as  Divine  mysteries.  Thus  St.  Paul  expressly 
cautions  us  against  being  ignorant  of  the  mystery  of  Israel's 
blindness :  "  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be 
ignorant  of  this  mystery,  lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your 
own  conceits  ;  that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  unto 
Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in,  and  so 
all  Israel  shall  be  saved."  Rom.  xi.  2.5  :  on  the  one  hand 
there  is  present  blindness  to  Israel  partially,  and  a  fulness 
to  be  gathered  during  it  from  the  Gentiles,  (see  Heb.  xi. 
40.  Rev.  vi.  11.)  and  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  return  of 
the  Redeemer,  there  is  to  be  the  salvation  of  all  Israel : 
the  glorified  church  consisting  of  tlie  first-fruits  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles  entering  into  the  full  salvation  ready  to  be 
revealed,  (1  Peter  i.  5,)  and  the  literal  Israel  delivered 
from  their  present  dispersion,  restored  and  converted.  It 
is  equally  a  mystery  of  Christ,  made  known  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel  through  the  world,  "  that  the  Gentiles 
should  be  fellow-heirs  and  of  the  same  body,  and  partakers 
of  his  promise  in  Christ  by  the  gospel.  Ephes.  iii.  6.  These 
mysteries  will  not  be  finished  or  fully  disclosed,  (Rev. 
xii.  7.  1  Cor.  xv.  51.  Ephes.  v.  31,  82.  Rev.  xix.  7.)  till 
the  close  of  the  times  of  the  Gentiles,  the  re-gathering  of 
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Israel  in  their  own  land,  the  resurrection  of  the  saints, 
and  the  marriage  union  of  Christ  and  his  church.  Till 
that  time  we  may  expect  that  we  shall  all  have  partial 
and  detective  views  of  the  fulness  of  God's  love  and  right- 
eousness, and  the  comprehensiveness  and  depth  of  his 
Divine  wisdom  in  all  his  dealings  with  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
Another  great  difficulty  is  the  weakness  of  our  faith 

IN    THE    PROMISED    SECOND  COMING   OF   OUR  LoRD  and 

Saviour.  The  first  Christians  were  so  full  of  eager  anti- 
cipation of  it,  that  they  needed  a  check.  2  Thess.  ii.  1,  2. 
We  are  so  unbelieving  that  we  need  the  most  awakening 
admonition.  Rev.  xvi.  15.  After  the  long  cessation  of 
miraculous  interference  with  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
and  after  the  lengtliened  continuance  of  th.e  season  of 
grace  for  1800  years,  such  an  interposition  is  so  contrary 
to  our  habits  and  experience  and  the  common  facts  of 
history,  so  overwhelming  and  so  surprizing,  that  it  is  a 
great  difficulty  now  to  realize  the  plain  scriptural  testi- 
mony. We  are  also  assured  that  the  ordinary  transactions 
of  life  will  go  on  to  the  last.  "They  did  eat,  they  drank, 
they  bought,  they  sold,  they  planted,  they  builded  ;  even 
thus  shall  it  be  in  the  day  when  the  Son  of  Man  is  re- 
vealed." Luke  xvii.  28,  P.O.  The  prophecies  of  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Jews  are  intimately  connected  with  this  great 
and  plainly  revealed  event,  whicli  is  so  offensive  to  the 
world. 

Hence  Christians  have  by  no  means  yet  given  that  close 
attention  to  those  prophecies,  and  that  full  confidence  in 
them,  which  they  justly  claim  from  the  plainness  and 
extent  of  the  scripture  testimony,  and  the  unutterably 
important  events  connected  in  God's  word  witli  the  resto  - 
ration of  Israel.  If  there  be  reason  to  think,  as  there  is, 
that  their  restoi-ation  is  clearly  predicted,  and  is  near  at 
hand,  and  if  with  it  be  explicitly  connected  "  a  time  of 
trouble,"  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation,  (Dan. 
xii.  1,)  and  a  change  in  the  disi)ensations  of  God  both 
towards  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  the  overthrow  of  all 
wickedness,  and  the  filling  the  earth  with  truth  and  right- 
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eousness,  then  may  this  subject  justly  claim  the  most 
earnest  attention  of  all  the  people  of  God.  And  if  be- 
yond all  this,  there  be  connected  with  the  restoration  of 
Israel,  as  there  clearly  is,  a  resurrection  of  the  just,  a 
visible  appearance  and  return  of  Christ  to  our  earth,  and 
the  full  establishment  of  his  universal  kinjidom,  then  are 
we  still  more  urgently  called  to  study  what  God  has  re- 
vealed for  our  use  on  this  subject.* 

Nor  let  us  be  surprized  that  comparatively  few  be- 
lieve THESE  THINGS  ;  but  rather  therein  discern  more 
clearly  the  reality  of  that  scripture  testimony  which  cor- 
responds so  closely  to  the  present  state  of  men's  minds. 
Antichrist  and  his  followers  are  expressly  to  deny  that  our 
Lord  is  COMING  (fpxotieyov)  in  the  flesh.  2  John  7.  The 
worldly  part  of  the  church  is  scoffingly  to  throw  it  off  with 
the  inquiry,  where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming.  2 
Peter  iii.  4.  His  own  ministers  and  servants  are  to  say, 
at  least  in  the  heart,  my  Lord  delayeth  his  coming, 
(Matt.  xxiv.  48,)  and  even  the  wise  virgins  slept  till  the 
cry  was  made,  "  Behold,  the  bridegroom  cometh."  Matt. 
XXV.  5,  6.  Can  anj'  thing  more  exactly  describe  the  real 
but  the  most  dangerous  situation  of  unbelief  and  lethargy 
in  which  men  now  are  on  this  subject,  and  from  which  it 
is  the  great  duty  of  the  faithful  watchmen  to  rouse  them. 
Another  kind  of  sore  temptation,  unbelief,  will,  however, 
in  the  hour  of  trial,  assail  even  God's  own  servants. 
While  they  are  crying  day  and  night  for  deliverance,  they 
will  be  tempted,  from  the  great  triumph  of  that  wicked, 
then  revealed,  (2  Thess.  ii.  8.)  to  doubt  of  the  speedy  re- 
turn of  our  Lord,  and  of  their  full  deliverance  ;  "  when 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh  shall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth." 
Against  this  temptation  we  are  guarded  and  strengthened 

*  Vet  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  as  if  asserting  that  a  belief  of  the 
literal  restoration  of  the  Jews  was  an  eiisential  Article  of  faith.  Many  of 
the  most  excellent  of  the  earth  have  conscientiously  disbelieved  it.  To  me 
it  appears  important  to  the  completeness  of  Christian  faith  :  but  the  real  life 
of  a  Christian  is  far  more  immediately  connected  with  a  simple  dependence 
on  Christ  dying  for  our  sins  (Gal.  ii.  20,)  and  our  thence  having  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  love  of  God  to  our  souls. 
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by  the  assurance,  "  he  will  avenge  them  speedily."  Luke 
xviii.  7,  8.* 

The  past  failure  of  anticipations  confidently 
GATHERED  FROM  PROPHECY,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  serious 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  faith  of  him  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  precipitate  expectations  of  former  ages. 
It  has  been  with  some  shew  of  reason,  objected,  that  men 

have    ALWAYS  BEEN  EXPECTING  A  CRISIS  OF  TERRIBLE 

DISASTER,  and  have  again  and  again  been  found  to  be 
false  alarmists.  No  doubt  this  is  a  just  reason  for  great 
humility  and  modesty  in  our  pre-anticipations  of  iMHicular 
times  and  minuter  events.  Let  us  be  taught  this  at  least  by 
such  an  objection.  But  there  is  another  lesson  to  be 
gathered  from  these  fore-anticipations  of  the  last  tribula- 
tion, thus  common  to  all  classes  and  to  every  age.  It  is 
not  this — to  throw  aside  all  watchfulness  and  care  for 
readiness,  in  the  idea  that  there  will  be  no  such  thing  as 
that  which  the  holy  scriptures  have  plainly  predicted  ;  but 
this  rather  is  the  lesson  taught  us, — more  carefully, 
minutely,  and  fully  to  search  into  the  scriptural  testimony 
concerning  it.  The  holy  scriptures  give  us  sure  and  infal- 
libly true  information  both  as  to  the  nature  of  it,  and  as  to 
the  times  and  seasons,  and  as  to  the  blessed  result  in  the 
universal  triumph  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Thus  all 
those  coming  shadows  of  future  events,  however  dark  or 
dreadful,  however  alarming  and  surprising,  beyond  what 
our  earth  has  ever  yet  witnessed,  will  only  lead  us  to  that 
calm  and  steady  faith  in  the  Divine  Iledeemer,  and  his 
control  and  guidance  of  all  to  a  full  issue  of  blessedness 
and  glory,  which  will  enable  us,  according  to  his  direction, 
to  lift  v.p  our  heads  in  the  absolute  assurance  that  our  re- 
demption draweth  nigh. 

There  is  a  worldly  appearance  of  wisdom  in  being  silent, 
which  is  not  real  wisdom.  It  is  not  the  wisdom  of  God's 
children,  standing  alone,  as  witnessess  for  his  truth,  but 

*  The  Author  must  refer  to  the  5th  and  6th  Cliapter  of  his  Practical  Guide 
to  the  Prophecies  for  the  full  scriptural  evidence  of  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
before  the  Millennium. 
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the  wisdom  of  going  with  the  greatest  number.  It  is  not 
the  wisdom  of  that  faith  which  "  is  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen  ; "  but  the 
wisdom  of  not  supposing  anything  likely  to  take  place  that 
is  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  sight,  sense  and  experience, 
though  the  Scriptures  have  expressly  revealed  it.  It  is,  in 
short,  the  burying  of  all  lively  faith  in  the  tomb  of  the 
mere  common  sense  of  the  world.  We  see  its  issues  in 
rationalism,  Neologianism,  and  infidelity',  but  many  see 
not  the  commencement  of  the  downward  path. 

We  cannot  enter  into  the  common  reasoning  ;  suppose 
nothing  comes  of  what  you  anticipated,  either  of  remark- 
able judgments  on  the  wicked,  or  remarkable  blessings  on 
the  righteous,  your  reputation  will  suffer.  We  reply,  that 
we  had  better  be  called  foolish  by  the  world,  than  be 
found  by  the  Lord  of  all  unprepared  for  the  event  itself. 
We  reply,  we  have  not  desired  the  woeful  day.  Jer. 
svii.  16.  We  had  infinitely  rather  have  Jeremiah's  spirit 
of  ardent  desires  for  all  good,  though  without  any  warrant 
and  against  all  warrant  of  true  prediction  (Jer.  xxviii.  6), 
than  Jonah's  spirit  of  grief  that  predicted  judgment  was 
not  executed  (Jonah  iv.),  at  the  time  when  he  expected, 
but  was  actually  delayed,  and  the  time  of  grace  prolonged, 
on  the  repentance  of  the  people.  But  it  is  real  selfishness 
and  hatred,  not  love,  to  withhold  painful  truth.  A  Chris- 
tian with  any  thing  of  the  divine  mind  can  have  no  plea- 
sure in  the  death  of  sinners.  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  Would 
to  God,  indeed,  that  the  Gentile  churches  would  follow 
Daniel's  counsel  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  "Wherefore,  0  king, 
let  my  counsel  be  acceptable  unto  thee,  and  break  off  thy 
sins  by  righteousness,  and  thine  iniquities  by  shewing 
mercy  to  the  poor,  if  it  may  be  a  lengthening  of  thy  tran- 
quility." Dan.  iv.  27.  0  that  it  might  yet  be  !  Let  us  la- 
bour for  it  is  to  the  last,  and  pray  for  it  fervently,  and  nei- 
ther prayers  nor  labours  shall  be  fruitless  of  unspeakable 
blessings.  Not  merely  Daniel  himself,  but  his  people  also, 
were  delivered  from  Babylon. 

We  reply  farther,  "  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a 
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liar."  Rom.  iii.  4.  We  will  go  on  in  watchfulness  and 
preparation  to  the  end,  acknowledging  our  ignorance,  but 
obeying  all  the  Lord's  directions  and  still  taking  heed  to 
the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  as  a  light  given  us  by  God 
himself.  If  Abi-aham,  when  he  went  to  Mount  Moriah 
in  pursuance  of  God's  command,  to  offer  Isaac  for  a  burnt- 
offering,  had  been  told  how  impossible  it  is  this  promised 
seed  can  inherit  the  land,  he  would  have  replied,  "  God 
was  able  to  raise  him  up  even  from  the  dead."  Heb.  xi. 
19.  Let  us  then,  in  the  darkest  seasons,  obey  the  com- 
mand of  God,  and  be  waiting  for  our  Lord's  return.  Let 
us,  following  the  faith  of  Abraham,  whatever  may  be  the 
difficulties,  have  entire  confidence  in  the  plain  statements 
of  scripture,  and  the  omnipotent  power  of  Him  with  whom 
all  things  are  possible.  When  the  first  promise  was  given, 
"the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent's  head," 
and  afterwards  more  fully  interpreted,  "  Behold  a  virgin 
shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name 
Immanuel ;"  how  unlikely  its  fulfilment,  after  the  lapse  of 
four  thousand  years  from  its  first  delivery  in  the  garden 
of  Eden  !  "  But  in  the  fulness  of  time  God  sent  forth  his 
Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem 
them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the 
adoption  of  sons."  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  The  fulfilment  of  this 
promise  stands  as  a  sign  that  all  other  promises  shall  be 
fulfilled  ;  it  is  a  sure  pledge  that  not  one,  however  long  de- 
layed, however  supernatural,  however  opposed  to  all  hu- 
man ideas  of  probability,  shall  ultimately  fail  of  its 
entire,  complete  and  exact  fulfilment.  Have  faith  in 
God. 


0.  THE  SUBSEQUENT  HISTORY    OF  THE  JEWS. 

Having  now,  it  is  hoped,  established  the  scriptural  doc- 
trine of  a  future  literal  restoration  of  Israel  to  their  own 
land,  did  time  and  space  permit,  we  might  enter  at  large 
into  their  history  when  restored.    We  have  shewn  in  the 
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following  discourses,  that  they  will  in  all  probability,  be  in 
part  restored  in  an  unconverted  state.  "  The  bones  must 
come  together,  bone  to  his  bone,  the  sinews  and  flesh  come 
upon  them,  and  the  skin  cover  them"  before  the  breath  of 
life  is  given  to  them.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  7 — 10.  The  Old 
Testament  prophecies,  as  well  as  our  Saviour's  discourse 
(Matt,  xxiv),  point  out  the  last  troubles  through  which 
they  will  then  pass,  and  the  appearance  of  our  Lord  Christ 
for  them,  and  their  national  conversion  in  Judea.*  The 
prophets  dwell  at  length  and  repeatedly  on  the  mighty 
miracles  attending  their  completed  restoration,  and  on 
their  future  and  enduring  glory.  Some  of  these  particu- 
lars are  detailed  in  the  following  sermons. 

If  servants  of  God,  we  shall  take  pleasure  in  the  stones 
of  Zion,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof.  What  God  has  re- 
vealed too  in  his  word,  must  be  profitable  for  the  medita- 
tion of  his  church.  The  subject  is,  however,  too  large  and 
too  vast  for  incidental  notice.  What  a  reality  will  the 
Lord's  final,  peculiar,  and  special  mercies  to  Israel  give  to 
all  the  Psalms  of  David,  and  to  such  expressions  as  occur 
continually.  Psalm  xcviii.  3  ;  c.  .5  ;  cxvii.  2.  And  what 
a  power  will  they  give  to  this  kingdom  of  priests,  to  plead 
his  cause  before  all  nations  with  full  success  !  "  So  the 
heathen  shall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth  th}-  glory. 

The  second  coming  of  our  Lord,  as  the  king  of  the 
Jews,  and  his  glad  reception  by  them,  and  dominion  over 

*  It  was  a  general  opinion  of  the  Fathers  that  Antichrist  would  be  a  Jew, 
and  appear  at  Jerusalem,  and  sit  in  the  temple  there.  I  can  see  no  scriptural 
evidence  that  the  great  Antichrist  of  the  scriptures  will  rise  up  among  the 
Jews  :  Our  Lord  shews  tlusre  shall  arise  false  Clirhts  ami  false  prophets,  and 
shall  sheic  great  siims  and  loonders,  in  so  m  vch  that  if  it  icere  possible  Ihey  should 
deceive  the  verij  elect.  Matt.  xxiv.  24.  This  therefore  was  to  be  expected. 
Indeed  already,  to  the  tremendous  cost  and  sutlerings  of  the  deceived  Jews, 
in  past  days,  from  age  to  age,  false  Christs  have  deceived  them  ;  and  we  may 
expect  it  will  be  so,  when  again  restored,  till  their  conversion.  But  the 
great  Anticlirist  of  Scripture  is  Popery  ;  its  last  open  manifestation  in  the 
avowed  Antichrist  casting  olf  the  marli  of  Christianity  has  yet  indeed  to  be 
revealed,  and  the  last  attack  of  this  Antichrist  will  be  on  the  restored  Jews 
in  Jerusalem.  His  taking  that  city  and  the  cruelties  he  perpetrates  there  are 
connected  with  his  final  overthrow.  Isa.  Ixvi.  Dan.  xi.  Zech.  xiv.  Ezek. 
xxxix.  40.  See  the  '  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies,'  chap.  xi.  and 
see  Discourse  on  the  last  tribulation  of  the  Jews. 
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them,  is  not  a  transient  appearance,  but  a  visible  and  last- 
ing glory  and  a  reign  for  ever.  Luke  i.  32,  38.  He  does 
not  come  for  a  day  of  man's  time,  of  twenty-four  hours  of 
our  life,  but  for  a  day  first  of  a  thousand  years  (2  Peter 
iii.  in  which  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  are  formed 
Isa.  li.  1(5  ;  Ixv.  17  ;  Ixvi.  22  ;  2  Peter  iii.  13.)  and  then 
to  establish  his  everlasting  kingdom.    Dan.  vii.  14. 

^Multiplied  have  been  the  objections  made  to  the  literal 
interpretation  of  prophecies,  which  on  the  face  of  them 
favour  a  visible  appearance  and  a  personal  reign  of  our 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  on  the  earth  :  and  the 
modes  in  which  the  literal  meaning  has  been  set  aside, 
have  been  varied.  Some  have  endeavoured  to  distinguish 
between  a  spiritual  coming  supposed  to  be  intended  in 
such  passages  as  2  Thess.  ii.  8  :  Rev.  xix.  11 — 21,  xx.  1 — 
7,  and  a  literal  coming  in  such  passages  as  Matt.  xxv.  31, 
46 ;  John  v.  28,  29  ;  Acts  xxiv.  2!)  ;  1  Thess.  iv.  IG  ;  Rev. 
XX.  11 — 15.  But  the  connection  of  the  passages  supposed 
to  mean  only  a  spiritual  coming,  is  far  from  justifying 
that  interpretation.  How  can  we,  for  instance,  without 
assuming  the  very  conclusion  in  question,  view  the  coming 
mentioned  2  Thess.  ii.  8,  as  spiritual,  while  the  coming 
mentioned  just  before  2  Thess.  i.  10,  ii.  1,  is  clearly 
literal  and  visible  I  We  ought  rather,  therefore,  from  this 
very  passage,  to  discern  distinctly  the  visible  return  of 
our  Lord  before  the  Millenniui)).  As  to  Rev.  xix.  no 
doubt  the  coming  of  the  word  of  God  there  revealed,  has 
figurative  expressions  joined  with  it.  The  sitting  on  the 
white  horse  is  clearly  figurative,  and  in  harmony  with  a 
former  symbol,  Rev.  vl.  2.  The  horse,  in  contrast  to  a 
wild  beast,  or  idolatrous  and  persecuting  empire,  denotes 
a  church  militant,  or  in  more  general  terms,  a  proselyting 
and  aggressive  community  ;  not  lawless,  but  under  the 
rule  of  some  common  faith,  religion,  or  doctrine  (Zech.  x. 
3.  Can.  i.  !).)  Wiiite  is  the  symbol  of  purity,  joy,  and 
victory.  Hence  the  white  horses  were  used  in  triumphs. 
Thus  the  early  church  under  the  guidance  of  the  spirit  of 
truth  was  pure,  militant,  and  triumphant.    Rev.  vi.  2, 
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But  in  Rev.  xix.  the  Rider  and  tliose  wlio  follow  him 
come  from  heaven,  v.  11,  14.  The  heaven  had  been 
opened  to  enable  John  to  enter  and  to  see  in  the  spirit  the 
inward  reality  and  the  spiritual  power  and  glory  of  all  that 
he  had  to  foretel,  (Rev.  iv.  1,  2.)  :  but  chapter  xix.  is 
the  only  place  in  which  we  are  told  of  the  heavens  being 
opened  and  the  word  of  God  (St.  John's  usual  title  for  our 
Lord)  cominp;  forth  from  heaven,  attended  with  his  glo- 
rious hosts  from  thence,  v.  11,  14.  The  name  of  the 
Word  of  God  is  the  real  and  proper  name  of  Christ.  The 
figure  of  the  White  Horse  no  more  interferes  with  its 
being  a  literal  and  visible  return,  than  the  form  of  a  dove 
at  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  chariot  of  fire  and 
the  horses  of  fire  on  Elijah's  being  caught  up  into  heaven 
interferes  with  their  being  literal  and  visible  events,  thougli 
joined  with  symbolic  representations.  The  return  of  our 
Lord  is  manifestly  the  great  subject  of  the  Revelation. 
Yet  this  is  the  only  chapter  of  the  whole  book  in  which 
that  return  with  his  saints  is  described  (the  heavens  being 
opened)  as  then  actually  taking  place.  No  such  return  is 
mentioned  Rev.  xx.  9 — 11.  We  may  hence  fully  con- 
clude that  the  coming  in  Rev.  xix.  is  not  merely  a  spirit- 
ual but  a  literal  and  visible  advent,  and  that  it  does  really 
take  place  before  the  Millennium,  and  that  this  coming 
with  his  risen  saints  in  his  glory,  is  preceded  by  the  Jew- 
ish Alleluias.  By  the  prophecies  therefore  both  of  the  Old 
and  of  the  New  Testament,  we  know  that  our  Lord  with 
all  his  saints  (Zech.  xiv.  5.  Jude  14.)  returns  to  Jerusalem 
and  his  feet  stand  on  Mount  Olivet  (Zech.  xiv.  4.),  and 
then  his  enemies  are  overthrown,  and  he  with  his  saints 
reign  a  thousand  years  (Luke  i.  82.  Rev.  xx.)  over  Israel, 
all  righteous,  (Isa.  lii.  1  ;  Ix.  21.)  and  over  a  subdued, 
though  not  over  a  universally  righteous  world  (Isa.  Ixv. 
20.  Zech.  xiv.  17 — 19)  ;  but  one  w-hich  at  the  close  of  the 
thousand  years  is  again  seduced  by  Satan  and  rebels 
against  God  (Rev.  xx.  7—9.)  when  the  rebellious  are  finally 
cast  out  from  the  earth. 

After  the  last  rebellion  that  our  earth  witnesses  at  the 
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close  of  the  thousand  years  (Rev.  xx.  8,  9),  and  tlie  judg- 
ment of  all  the  dead,  who  had  not  previously  partaken  of 
the  resurrection  (Rev.  xx.  o,  12),  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  are  perfected  (Rev.  xxi.  1),  and  the  saints 
reign  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev.  xxii.  5.  Tlius  our  Lord's 
return  is  not  merely  the  termination  of  one  disjjensation, 
but  the  beginning  of  a  new  one,  called  in  the  scriptures 
the  day  of  eternity  (rifxfpav  aitm^oi).  2  Peter  iii.  18.  The 
chief  crown  of  glory  of  the  Jewish  nation,  their  future 
diadem  of  beauty,  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ;  the  more 
precious  from  having  been  so  long  unknown  and  despised  ; 
the  more  beloved  from  liaving  been  so  long  in  their  sinful 
ignorance  and  unbelieving  blindness,  veiled  from  them, 
scorned,  hated,  and  rejected  by  theiii.  He  is  their  glory, 
and  he  is  the  glory  of  his  triumphant  church  ;  and  for  ever 
his  name  shall  be  to  them,  and  to  us  also,  David,  The  be- 
loved oxE.    Ezek.  xxxvii.  24,  2o. 

Nor  let  us  stagger  in  unbelief  at  those  wonderful  events 
yet  to  come,  which  are  revealed  in  God's  own  word. 
There  it  exists,  the  food  of  faith.  His  whole  incarnation 
is  a  mystery  (1  Tim.  iii.  16)  ;  his  being  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  at  the  same  time  is  a  mystery  John  i.  18  ;  iii.  13 ; 
his  presence  with  his  people  now  is  a  mystery  (Matt,  xviii. 
20)  ;  his  filling  all  in  all,  Eph.  iv.  10.  is  a  mystery.  But 
what  his  word  has  promised,  his  power  will  accomplish, 
and  faith  alone  will  give  us  quietness  in  the  trials  that  are 
before  us. 


/.    SOME  PARTICULARS    RESPECTING    TUE  PRESENT  CIR- 
CUMSTANCES OF  TUE  JEWS. 

We  will  now  briefly  notice  some  of  those  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  God's  providence,  are  taking  place  in 
the  world,  and  calling  all  men's  attention  to  the  situation 
of  this  remarkable  peojile. 

With  comparatively  partial  exceptions,  they  have  been 
trodden  under  foot  in  every  laud  ior  1800  years  D,inoiig  the 
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Gentiles.  See  Discourse  xiv.  in  this  volume.  An  elect 
people  has  been  gathered  indeed  from  them,  from  age  to 
age,  and  these  have  partaken  of  our  privileges  and  mer  - 
cies.* But  the  contempt,  scorn,  robbery,  and  insult,  the 
cruelty  and  horrible  persecutions  which  they  have  endured 
from  professed  Christians,  have  been  a  great  offence  and 
stumbling-block  to  Jews. 

Kinder  feelings  are,  we  trust,  from  various  causes,  some 
evil,  such  as  lukewarmness  and  unbelief,  and  some  good 
and  truly  Christian,  now  generally  prevailing  towards 
them. 

Above  a  century  ago,  in  1728,  a  truly  Christian  insti- 
tution was  formed  at  Halle  hy  Dr.  Callenberg.  It  had  a 
measure  of  blessing  for  a  time,  but  the  church  on  the  con- 
tinent not  taking  it  up  generally,  it  fell  to  the  gi'ound. 
The  time  to  favour  Zion  had  not  then  come. 

*  Amidst  the  many  oppressions  and  spoiling  of  the  Jews  in  the  13th  cen- 
tury, in  our  own  as  well  as  in  other  countries,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  re- 
fer to  a  provision  made  for  converts  in  the  reign  of  our  Henry  the  Third. 
Notwithstanding  his  various  extortions  from  them,  he  founded  a  house  and 
endowed  it^vith  a  competent  revenue.  This  house  was  usually  committed, 
by  the  king,  to  the  care  and  rule  of  some  clergyman  of  distinction,  called 
Custos  Domus  Conversorum  and  Gardein  des  Converses.  See  Rapin's  History 
of  Eng:land,  p.  347,  folio. 

A  fuller  account  is  given  of  this  institution  by  MoUoy,  in  his  work  on 
Maritime  Law.  It  is  referred  to  in  a  note  of  Discourse  V.  and  is  here  added, 
to  shew  that  love  to  the  Jews  was  not  wanting  on  the  part  of  some  in  the  time 
of  their  many  sufferings  from  the  injustice  of  others: — "King  Henry  the 
Third  finding  that  many  of  the  Jews  were  converted  to  the  Christian  faith, 
but  yet  were  notwithstanding  persecuted  by  their  brethren,  erected  a  con- 
venient house  and  church,  with  all  necessary  accommodations,  and  called  it  by 
the  name  of  "  The  House  of  Converts;  "  in  which  place,  if  any  would  live  a. 
retired  life,  they  had  all  accommodations  granted  them  for  their  lives;  which 
place  continued  a  house  of  aliens  and  receptacle  for  the  converted  Jews,  con- 
stantly down  to  the  18th  year  of  king  Edward  the  Third,  and  then  there 
proved  a  failure  of  such  converts,  and  the  place  became  empty  and  ruinous  ; 
whereupon  that  prince,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  same 
house  to  other  poor  people  who  had  nothing  to  live  on,  with  the  benefit  and 
accommodation  of  the  gardens  and  other  things,  and  an  alms  of  a  penny  a-day 
out  of  the  exchequer  to  each  poor  person  ;  of  which  place  one  William  de 
Bunstall,  being  made  guardian,  and  likewise  Master  of  the  Rolls  afterwards, 
obtained  leave  of  that  king  to  annex  that  same  house  and  chapel  of  the  con- 
verts to  the  Master  and  his  successors  for  ever.  The  constitution  of  this 
society,  when  it  was  in  being,  was  pursuant  to  the  canon  law ;  for  by  that 
it  was  decreed,  reciting  that  in  regard  the  companions  of  evil  men  do  often- 
times corrupt  even  the  good,  how  much  more  then  those  who  are  prone  to 
vices!  Let  therefore  the  Jews  who  are  converted  to  the  Christian  faith  have 
no  further  communion  henceforth  with  those  who  still  continue  in  their  old 
Jewish  rites,  lest  peradventure  they  should  be  subverted  by  their  Jewish 
society.  Therefore  we  decree  that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  those  Jews  who 
are  baptized,  and  that  do  not  again  involve  themselves  in  the  eiTors  of  their 
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In  1808,  the  London  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity 
among  the  Jews  was  formed  by  Christians  of  various 
denominations.  In  181.5,  the  Society  being  in  great  pecu- 
niary straits,  from  which  it  was  extricated  chiefly 
througli  the  liberality  of  the  late  Lewis  Way,  its  affairs 
were  entrusted  to  a  Committee  consisting  only  of  members 
of  the  Established  Church  of  England.  Amidst  many 
sorrows,  it  has  from  that  time  been  labouring  with  in- 
creasing means  and  growing  success  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Jews.  By  its  missionaries,  the  larger  number  of  whom 
are  converts  themselves,  its  Hebrew  New  Testament  and 
its  Hebrew  Liturgy,  its  schools  and  all  its  other  labours 
of  love,  it  has  shewn  the  Jews  the  kindly  feelings  of  the 
chief  Protestant  Gentile  church  towards  them,  and  its 
zeal  for  their  salvation.  Many  hundreds  have  thus  been 
converted  to  Christ. 

In  1822,  the  Jewish  missionary  Wolff  appeared  at  Jeru- 
salem, as  a  converted  Jew,  preaching  the  gospel  to  his  own 
people  ;  and  he  has  since  been  to  most  parts  of  tlie  world, 

parents,  should  be  separated  from  their  company,  and  placed  with  Christian 
men  and  women  fearing  God,  where  they  may  be  well  instructed,  and  grow 
in  faith  and  Christian  manners.  And  further,  by  the  same  council  it  vjslv- 
decreed  that  if  a  Jew  should  have  a  wife  converted  to  the  faith,  they  should 
be  divorced,  unless  upon  admonition  the  husband  would  follow." 

The  Church  of  Christ  has  never  wholly  neglected  the  salvation  of  the  Jews, 
though  professing  Christians  have  most  atrociously  persecuted  them.  But 
from  age  to  age,  from  Justin  Martyr's  Dialogue  with  Trypho  to  the  present 
day,  there  have  been  ettbrts  for  their  conversion,  and  those  efforts  have  been 
more  or  less  successful.  In  each  age  there  has  been  gathered  from  the  Jews 
as  from  the  Gentiles,  a  rcmnaid  wxoriJing  to  the  (Uction  of  grace,  into  the 
heavenly  privileges  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  The  reader  will  find  much 
information  on  this  subject  in  Wolfii  Bibliotheca  Hebrtea,  vol.  ii.  994 — 108(1, 
vol.  iv.  490— .505.  In  the  "  Veritas  .Salutifera  in  confutatione  Chizzouk  Eni- 
ounah  a  J.  Gu.'ssetio,"  and  in  the  "  Pugio  Fidei  Kaymundi  Martini,"  the 
reader  also  will  find  full  discussion  of  those  texts  and  arguments  which  the 
Jews  have  been  accustomed  to  adduce  in  controversy  with  Christians.  The 
removing,  however,  of  the  stumbling-blocks  noticed  in  the  last  discourse  of 
this  volume  has  hitherto  been  greatly  neglected.  Luther's  thoiuiktu  on  the 
corirersim  nf  tlie  Jeicx  are  thus  expressed  :  "  I  think  if  the  Jews  were  kindly 
used  and  properly  instructed  in  holy  writ,  many  of  them  would  become 
good  Christians  and  return  to  their  fathers,  prophets,  and  Patriarchs,  from 
whom  they  grow  more  and  more  estranged,  by  being  insulted,  treated  with 
superciliousnessand  contempt,  and  absolutely  not  suffered  to  be  anything.  If 
the  apostles  who  were  Jews  themselves  every  one  of  them,  had  behaved  to- 
wards us  Gentiles  as  we  Gentiles  behave  towards  the  Jews,  not  one  Gentile 
would  have  bi'come  a  Christian.  Then  as  the  Jewish  apostles  acted  brotherly 
by  us,  it  behoves  us  to  act  brotherly  by  the  Jews.  Whereas  worrying  them 
.IS  we  do,  and  imputins  to  them  this  and  that,  and  heaven  knows  what,  how 
can  we  ever  expect  to  do  any  good  with  them." 
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preaching  to  them  their  true  Messiah.  Another  Mission- 
ary of  the  Society,  Mr.  Nicolayson,  ordained  deacon  by 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  priest  by  the  bishop  of 
London,  has  for  some  time  been  fixed  at  Jerusalem,  preacii- 
ing  the  gospel  to  the  Jews. 

The  Scotch  Established  Church  has  nobly  also  taken  up 
the  same  cause,  and  that  in  its  ecclesiastical  and  corporate 
character  as  a  church.  It  sent  forth,  in  ]  83U,  a  deputation 
worthy  of  its  character,  to  Judea,  and  to  the  Jews  through- 
out Europe.  The  deputation,  after  a  journey  full  of  mercies, 
have  published  a  report  of  the  openings  for  future  labour. 
And  now  this  national  church  purposes  to  have  yearly 
collections,  and  has  already  commenced  amission  to  Israel. 
Their  interesting  memorial  is  subjoined.* 

*  "  To  THB  Right  Hon.  Lokd  Viscoust  Palmerston,  Heb  Majesit  ? 
Principal  Secretaky  op  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

"  The  Memorial  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  for  promoting  Christianity  among  the 
Jews!,  appointed  to  meet  in  Edinburgh. 
'*  Your  memorialists  tal;e  the  liberty  of  laying  the  following  statement 
before  your  Lord.ship  at  this  time,  in  consequence  of  their  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  important  events  now  going  for- 
ward in  Syria  : — 

"  In  consequence  of  this,  a  deputation  consisting  of  four  ministers  of  the 
church  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1839,  sent  to  Palestine  and  Europe, 
with  tlie  view  of  ascertaining,  as  fully  and  correctly  as  possible,  the  state 
of  the  Jews  in  the  various  dmntries  in  their  route,  and  the  most  promising 
stations  to  which  missionaries  might  afterwards  be  sent.  This  deputation 
left  Scotland  in  March  1839  :  and,  after  an  absence  of  about  a  year,  during 
which  they  vi.'iited  Italy,  Egypt,  Syria,  Constantinople,  and  the  countries  ad- 
jacent to  the  Danube  and  Germany,  returned  with  most  important  and  inter- 
esting information  regarding  the  state  of  the  Jews  in  those  various  countries. 

"  Your  memorialists  beg  to  state,  that  tiie  interest  on  this  subject  has  been 
rapidly  increasing  in  Scotland  ;  that  considerable  funds  have  been  subscribed 
to  defray  the  expense  of  missions  to  the  Jews ;  and  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  steps  for 
preparins  and  sending  missionaries. 

"  111  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  deputation  before  alluded 
to,  this  Committee  have  been  anxious  to  send  missionaries  to  Palestine,  as 
one  of  the  most  promising  places  for  promoting  Christianity  among  the  Jews ; 
but  your  memorialists  have  been  deterred  from  taking  any  immediate  steps 
for  sending  missionaries  there,  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  that 
country. 

"  Your  memorialists  cannot  help  expressing  the  thankfulness  which  they, 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Jewish  people,  must  feel  to 
your  Lordship,  for  the  countenance  which  you  have  given  to  other  societies 
having  at  heart  the  same  objects  with  your  memorialists  at  the  Porte  and 
with  the  Pasha  of  Egypt,  and  for  recommending  the  Jews  to  the  especial 
protection  of  the  consul  sent  to  Syria  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

"  Your  memorialists  look  with  deep  interest  on  the  transactions  now  going 
on  in  Syria,  which  they  trust  will  result  in  the  more  firm  and  more  e.xtensive 
establishment  of  British  iniluence  in  that  interesting  land ;  and  deeply  im- 
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In  Prussia,  in  the  Netherlands,  in  America,  and  else- 
where, important  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  welfare 
of  Israel. 

The  courses  of  Lectures  that  have  been  preached  on 
the  claims  and  destiny  and  restoration  of  tlie  Jews,  at 
Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Leamington,  and  London,  since  ISSSJ 
— and  that  will  probably  be  extended  to  other  principal 
towns  in  the  kingdom — have  diffused  much  scriptural 
knowledge. 

Thus  faithful  Christians  throughout  Christendom  are 
manifesting  now  a  special  and  peculiar  interest  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  Jews,  and  the  Holy  scriptures 
have  predicted  this  as  one  of  the  signs  of  the  times  to 
favour  Zion  being  come.    Psalm  cii. 

Corresponding  to  the  feeling  of  private  Christians  is  that 
interest  which  European  kingdoms  are  beginning  to  take 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Jews. 

Favour  by  those  having  chief  autliority  has  gradually 
been  more  and  more  extended  to  the  Jews.  Infidelity  has 
weakened  the  strong  feeling  of  the  value  of  our  own  Chris- 
tian privileges,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  has  had  more  influence 
in  some  steps  in  their  favour,  than  faith  in  God's  word, 
and  enlarged  love  to  his  people,  hsl  nothing  tempt  us  to 
favour  infidelity. 

Joseph  II.,  Emperor  of  Austria,  in  1780  took  several 
steps  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  tlie  Jews  in  liis  domin- 
ions. The  Emperor  Alexander  of  Russsia,  in  180.5  pro- 
pressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  a  revealed  truth  of  the  word  of  God, 
that  the  blessing  of  God  is  promised  to  those  who  succour  liis  ancient  but 
now  afflicted  people,  whether  nations  or  individuals,  they  are  most  jinxiou-. 
that,  in  any  future  fettlement  of  that  country,  under  the  auspices  of  Britain, 
your  Lordship  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  take  measures,  as  far  as 
possible,  for  protecting  the  Jews  against  oppression  and  injustice,  to  which 
recent  events  have  shewn  that  they  are  still  liable,  and  also  for  securing  the 
free  access  to  them  of  Protestant  missionaries  from  this  country. 

"  Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  your  Lordship  to  take  this  subject  into 
your  serious  consideration,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  to  your  Lordsliip  mav 
seem  best  for  the  defence  of  the  Jewish  people  throughout  the  East  generally 
and  in  particular  iu  Syria  ;  and  especially  for  enabling  Protestant  mission- 
aries to  resort  freely  to  that  country,  and  to  prosecute  their  labours  amongst 
the  Jews." — From  the  Ecenin'j  Moil,  Ike.  4,  1810. 

The  answer  of  Lord  Palmcrston  assured  the  General  Assembly  that  the 
interesting  subject  of  the  memori.^1  would  not  escape  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty'ii  Government. 
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moted  also  their  temporal  welfare,  as  did  the  King  of 
Prussia,  in  1809.  A  grand  sanhedrim  of  the  Jews,  con- 
vened under  Bonaparte  at  Paris  in  1807,  much  drew  the 
attention  of  France  to  this  people. 

But  it  is  only  witliin  the  last  two  or  three  years  that 
more  marked  and  special  attention  has  been  given  to  them. 
The  distressing  tortures  and  persecutions  of  the  Jews  at 
Damascus,  and  at  Rhodes,  have  wonderfully  spread  and 
increased  an  interest  in  their  behalf,  and  real  sympathy  in 
their  sufferings.  It  has  not  only  called  forth  the  love  of 
Christians,  but  also  the  benevolent  interference  of  Chris- 
tian governments  in  their  behalf.  And  this  has  been  so 
decided  as  may  in  all  human  probability  help  to  prepare 
tiie  way  for  their  quiet,  gradual  and  safe  return  to  their 
own  country,  and  their  protracted  residence  there. 

In  the  meanwhile,  in  the  remarkable  providence  of 
God,  all  Europe  has  been  interested  in  the  state  of  the 
Holy  Land.  It  has  become  the  seat  of  war  in  which  the 
four  chief  powers  of  Europe  have  been  engaged.  Rescued 
from  the  oppressive  power  of  Egypt,  with  the  renewed 
horrors  of  war,  by  the  combined  efforts  of  European 
kingdoms,  all  eyes  have  been  directed  to  its  situation,  and 
all  hearts  have  been  interested  in  assuring  the  peace  of  a 
country,  in  the  independent  tranquillity  of  which  Judaism, 
Christendom,  and  Mahommedanism  are  deeply  concerned. 
The  land  itself  has  been  desolated,  and  wasted  and  exhaust- 
ed by  wars,  earthquakes,  plagues,  and  oppressions,  till  it 
has  been  almost  emptied  of  its  inhabitants. 

Thus  the  way  seems  remarkably  preparing  for  their 
quiet  preparatory  restoration. 

A  Firman  has  just  been  granted  by  the  Sultan,  who 
has  at  present  the  nominal  sovereignty  over  Palestine,  to 
Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  a  leading  Israelite,  assuring  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Jews  in  their  land.*    Were  this  confirmed 

*  The  Firman  is  so  remarkable  and  interesting  tliat  I  give  the  whole,  with 
Sir  Moses's  address  in  part,  as  extracted  from  the  Evening  Mail  of  Decem- 
ber 2,  1840. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  JEWS   IN  THE  EAST. 

Translation  of  the  Firman  granted  by  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Saltan 
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l)y  tlie  four  leading  powers,  who  have  interfered  to  rescue 
Syria  from  Egypt,  engaging  also  for  their  protection,  the 
door  for  their  return  would  at  length  be  fully  opened. 

The  peace  of  the  world  at  the  present  moment  seems 
closely  connected  witlx  the  undisturbed  settlement  of  Syria 
and  the  Holy  Land.    The  vast  empires  of  Russia  and 

Ahd-ul-Medjid  to  tlie  Israelites  in  his  Empire,  at  the  request  of  Sir  Moses 
Montefiorc,  F.R.S.,  and  delivered  to  him  at  Constantinople  by  his  Excel- 
lency Rcdschid  Pasha,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
11th  Hesvan,  5601 — 12tb  Ramazan,  1256,  corresponding  to  November  6, 
1840. 

**  A  Finnan  addressed  to  the  Chief  Judge  at  Constantinople,  at  the  head  of 
which  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan  has  written  with  his  own  hand  the 
following  words — '•  Let  that  be  executed  which  is  prescribed  iu  this  fir- 
man." 

"  An  ancient  prejudice  prevailed  against  the  Jews.  The  ignorant  believed 
that  the  Jews  were  accustomed  to  sacrifice  a  human  being,  to  make  use  of 
his  blood  at  their  feast  of  the  Passover. 

"In  consequence  of  this  opinion,  the  Jews  of  Damascus  and  Rhodes  (who 
are  the  subjects  of  our  empire)  have  been  persecuted  by  other  nations.  The 
calumnies  which  have  been  uttered  against  the  Jews,  and  the  vexation  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  have  at  last  reached  our  Imperial  throne. 

"  But  a  short  time  has  elapsed  since  some  Jews  dwelling  in  the  Isle  of 
Rhodes  have  been  brought  thence  to  Constantinople,  where  tliey  have  been 
tried  and  judged  according  to  the  new  regulations,  and  their  innocence  of  the 
accusations  made  against  them  fully  proved.  That,  therefore,  which  justice 
and  equity  required  has  been  done  in  their  behalf. 

"Besides  which,  the  religious  books  of  the  Hebrews  have  been  examined 
by  learned  men,  well  versed  in  their  theological  literature;  the  result  of 
which  examination  is,  that  it  is  found  that  the  Jews  are  strongly  prohibited 
not  only  from  using  human  blood,  but  even  that  of  animals.  It  therefore 
follows  that  the  charges  made  against  them  and  their  religion  are  nothing  but 
pure  calumnies. 

"  For  this  reason,  and  for  the  love  we  bear  to  our  subjects,  we  cannot 
permit  the  Jewish  nation  (whose  innocence  of  the  crime  alleged  against  them 
is  evident)  to  be  vexed  and  tormented  upon  accusations  which  have  not  the 
least  foundation  in  truth,  but  that,  in  conformity  to  the  Hatti  Scherif  which 
had  been  proclaimed  at  Gulhan^,  the  Jewish  nation  shall  possess  the  same 
advantages  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  are  granted  to  the  numerous  other 
nations  who  submit  to  our  authority. 

"  The  Jewish  nation  shall  be  protected  and  defended. 

"  To  accomplish  this  object  we  have  given  the  most  positive  orders  that 
the  Jewish  nation  dwelling  in  all  parts  of  our  empire  shall  be  perfectly  pro- 
tected as  well  as  all  other  subjects  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  that  no  person 
shall  molest  them  in  any  manner  whatever  (except  for  a  just  cause!,  neither 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  nor  in  that  which  concerns  their  safety 
and  tranquillity.  In  consequence,  the  present  firman,  which  is  ornamented 
at  the  head  with  our  "Hoomaioon"  (sign  manual,)  and  emanates  from  our 
Imperial  ChanccUerie,  has  been  delivered  to  the  Israelitish  nation. 

"Thus  you  the  above  mentioned  judge,  when  you  know  the  contents  of 
this  firman,  will  endeavour  to  act  with  great  care  in  the  manner  therein  pre- 
scribed. And  in  order  that  nothing  may  be  done  in  opposition  to  this  lirmaii 
at  any  time  hereafter,  you  will  register  it  in  the  archives  of  the  tribunal  :  you 
will  afterwards  deliver  it  to  the  Israelitish  nation;  and  you  will  take  great 
care  to  execute  our  (Trders  and  this  our  sovereign  will. 

"Given  at  Constantinople,  the  12th  Ramazan,  1256  (6th  of  November,  1840.") 
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France,  whatever  may  be  their  respective  schemes  and 
desires  of  extending  their  dominion  in  the  East,  are  natu- 
rally jealous  of  each  other's  plans.  With  similar  jealousy, 
England,  with  its  extended  Indian  possessions,  watches 
over  the  movements  of  both,  and  Austria  and  Prussia  are 
equally  concerned  in  the  continued  tranquillity  of  the  earth. 
Hence  we  have  seen  four  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe, 
Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  England  enter  into  a  specific 
treaty,  July  15,  1840,  "to  preserve  the  Ottoman  empire 
in  its  integrity  and  independence,  as  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance and  consolidation  of  the  general  peace  of  Europe." 
The  state  of  Syria,  devastated,  depopulated,  open  to  every 
invader,  and  the  utter  inability  of  Turkey  to  maintain  its 
power  there  of  itself,  form  real  difficulties  in  the  way. 
This  is  felt  by  the  statesmen  of  the  day,  and  the  Govern- 
ment papers  in  our  own  country  have  said  much  of  the 
Jews  being  employed  to  form  a  neutral  state  between  the 
Sultan  and  the  Pasha.  There  is  much  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world  and  of  Syria  to  make  this  politically  desi- 
rable ;  and  much  in  the  claims  and  state  of  the  Jews,  to 
make  it  wise  and  benevolent  towards  them,  and  commer- 
cially beneficial  to  all  nations,  to  fulfil  what  has  ever  been 
tlieir  leading  wish.  Hence  even  human  hopes  may  be  now 
entertained  that  the  great  governments  of  the  earth  will 


In  tlie  Address  delivered  by  Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  F.R.S.,  to  His  Imperial 

Majesty  the  Sultan  Abd-ul-Medjid,  at  the  palace  of  Beshick  Tash,  Constanti- 
nople, on  Wednesday  evening,  the  28th  of  October,  1840,  the  following  ex- 
pressions occur — 

"  May  it  please  your  Imperial  Majesty, — In  the  name  of  my  brethren  who 
have  deputed  me,  I  come  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  your  Imperial  Throne  the  grate- 
ful homage  of  their  respect." 

"  In  ancient  times  the  Lord  God  brought  our  people  out  of  Egypt,  and  for 
ages  they  dwelt  in  Palestine  ;  to  them  were  committed  the  lively  oracles  of 
God,  and  though  now  dispersed  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  they  are  num- 
bered with  the  most  peaceful  and  loyal  subjects,  and  by  their  industry  they 
have  augmented  the  riches  and  prosperity  of  the  countries  in  which  they 
live.'' 

"They  look  with  love  and  veneration  upon  that  land  where  their  forefathers 
dwelt;  they  pray  that  all  who  live  therein  may  enjoy  the  shadow  of  your 
sublime  protection,  and  in  peace  be  permitted  to  worship  the  God  of  their 
fathers." 

It  is  striking  to  obseiTe  in  Sir  Moses's  address,  (as  in  the  Hebrew  Liturgy) 
the  deliverance  from  Egypt  is  yet  the  gi'eat  deliverance  referred  to  by  the 
.Tews.  The  promises  are  yet  unfulfilled.  Isa.  xliii.  18,  19.  Jer.  xvi.  14,13-, 
xxiii.  7,  8. 
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see  their  way  clear  to  guarantee  their  safe  return  to  their 
own  land,  and  their  secure  residence  in  it,  accomplishing 
thereby  the  recovery  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the 
world  from  a  desolation  that  is  equall}^  painful  and  inju- 
rious to  civilized  society.  Kindness  and  mercy  sliewn  to 
the  Jews  are  a  token  of  good  to  any  country,  and  will  be 
the  honour  of  any  administration  thus  acting. 

Similar  political  motives  seein  to  have  influenced  the 
governing  Gentile  empire,  the  Persian,  at  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Jews  in  their  own  land,  after  the  captivity 
in  Babylon.  The  granting  the  letters  by  Artaxerxes,  at 
Nehemiah's  request  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  in 
favour  of  the  Jews,  was  probably  facilitated  by  political 
motives.  From  a  victory  of  the  Athenians  under  Cimon, 
and  a  treaty  with  them,  it  became  important  to  conciliate 
the  Jews,  and  attach  them  to  the  Persian  interests,  that 
the  Persians  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  fortified  town 
of  Jerusalem,  and  an  important  pass  for  an  open  com- 
munication between  Persia  and  Egypt.  It  would  be  a 
singular  coincidence^  if  similar  political  conflicts  and 
motives  lead  on  to  their  future  re-establishment  at  a 
distance  of  nearly  2300  years.* 

But  a  permitted,  protected,  and  even  favoured  return,  is 


*  See  Hale's  Analysis  of  Chronology,  vol.  ii.  p.  484,  485.  Mr.  Hetlierington 
in  his  able  work  on  "  The  Fulness  of  Time,"  remarks,  "It  is  not  unworthy 
of  observation  that  those  of  the  Persian  kings  who  bestowed  peculiar  favour 
upon  the  Jews,  were  those  who  enjoyed  the  longest  and  most  prosperous 
reigns.  Darius  Ilystaspes  renewed  tlie  edict  of  Cyrus  and  encouraged  the 
building  of  the  Temple.  Artaxerxes  Longiraanus  sent  Nehemiah  to  promote 
the  same  work,  and  the  second  expedition  of  Nehemiah  probably  took  place 
under  Darius  Nothus.  From  Artaxerxes  Mneraon  they  received  few  favours  : 
but  they  enjoyed  protection  and  almost  uninterrupted  tranquillity.  These 
it  is  well  known  were  the  only  kings  of  Persia  who  were  permitted  to  wear 
the  tiara  for  many  years  in  prosperity,  and  whose  lives  were  not  temiinated 
by  violence."  p.  232,  233.    He  gives  the  following  as  the  Persian  Dynasty. 


NoMts. 
Cyaxares  II. 
Cyrus 
Cambyses 
Smerdis 

Darius  Hystaspes 
Xerxes  I. 

Artaxerxes  Longi- 
manus 


B.C.  Reign. 
538  2  rears 
536  7 

529  7  &5mo. 
522  7  months 
521  36  years 
485 

464  40  &  3  mo. 


Names.  B.C.  Reign. 

Xerxes  II.  424  2  months 

Sogdianus  424  7 

Darius  Nothus       423 19  years 
Artaxerxes  Mne- 

mon  404  46 

Darius  Ochus  .358  21 
Arses  337  2 

Darius  Codomanus  335  i 
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only  the  beginning  of  that  intense  interest  which  the  Gen- 
tiles will  hereafter,  we  have  scriptural  reason  to  think, 
feel  in  their  restoration.  The  Holy  Scriptures  dwell  very 
largely  on  the  joyful  and  bountiful  aid  that  shall  hereafter 
be  rendered  by  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  this  now  stub- 
born and  unbelieving,  but  ultimately  penitent  and  then 
universally  honoured  and  favoured  people.  Isaiah  xviii  ; 
Ixvi.  Zech.  viii.  23.  Thus  it  is  said,  "  Surely  the  isles 
shall  wait  for  nie,  and  the  ships  of  Tarshisli  first,  to  bring 
thy  sons  from  far,  their  silver  and  their  gold  with  them, 
unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  to  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  because  he  hath  glorified  thee."    Isaiah  Ix.  9. 

The  Jews  themselves  have  always  retained  their  full 
expectation  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  their  resto- 
ration to  their  own  land.  The  12th  Article  of  tlieir  creed 
is,  "  I  believe  witii  a  firm  and  perfect  faith  that  the  Messiah 
is  to  come." 

Tiie  Jewish  Liturgies  abound  in  confident  expressions 
of  hope,  and  petitions  for  restoration  to  their  own  land. 
These  occur  in  the  morning  service  Thou  shalt  bring 
us  in  peace  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  and  conduct 
us  in  righteousness  to  our  land." — "Call  us  together 
by  the  sound  of  thy  great  trumpet  to  the  enjoyment  of 
our  liberty,  and  lift  up  thine  ensign,  to  call  and  gather 
together  all  the  captivity  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord,  that  gatherest  together 
the  scattered  of  thy  people  Israel.  Restore  us  our  judges 
as  at  the  first,  and  our  counsellors  as  at  the  beginning, 
and  remove  far  from  us  sorrow  and  sighing  ;  and  do  thou, 
0  Lord,  onlj"^  reign  over  us  in  righteousness  and  compassion, 
and  make  us  righteous  in  thy  judgment." 

On  the  day  of  atonement  this  affecting  prayer  is  offered 
up  :  "  Because  of  our  sins  we  were  driven  from  our  land 
in  captivity,  and  removed  far  distant  from  our  own  country, 
and  we  are  not  able  to  go  up,  nor  to  appear  and  worship 
before  tliee  in  thy  cliosen  house,  the  great  and  holy  one 
over  which  thy  name  was  called,  because  of  the  hand  that 
was  stretched  out  of  thy  sanctuary.  Be  graciously  pleased. 
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0  Lord,  our  God,  and  the  God  of  our  fathers,  most  merci- 
ful King,  again  to  have  compassion  upon  us,  and  upon  thy 
sanctuary,  through  thine  abundant  mercies,  and  quickly 
to  build  it  and  magnify  thy  glory.  0  our  Father  and  our 
King,  discover  thy  glorious  Majesty  unto  us  speedily. 
Arise,  and  be  exalted  to  the  eye  of  all  living,  and  gather 
our  dispersions  from  among  the  heathen,  and  assemble  us 
that  are  scattered  from  the  extreme  parts  of  the  earth,  and 
conduct  us  unto  Zion,  thy  city,  with  songs,  and  unto 
Jerusalem  the  city  of  thy  sanctuary,  with  everlasting  joy  ; 
that  we  may  there  perform  in  thy  presence  the  offering  of 
our  duty,  and  the  continual  sacrifice  according  to  their 
order,  and  the  additional  sacrifices  according  to  tlieir  insti- 
tution, and  the  additional  one  of  |_on  Sabbath]  the  addi- 
tional sacrifices  of  this  day  of  rest,  and  tliis  day  of  atone- 
ment, that  we  may  perform  and  offer  before  thee  in  love, 
according  to  the  statutes  of  thy  will,  according  to  what 
thou  hast  written  for  our  observance,  by  the  hands  of 
Moses  thy  servant." 

The  Jews  of  the  pi-esent  day  also  are  alive  to  their  re- 
markable position,  and  deeply  intei-ested  in  the  situation 
of  their  fatherland.  One  of  the  leading  Jews  of  this  coun- 
try. Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  after  serving  a  high  official 
situation  in  the  metropolis  of  our  country,  has  journied 
twice  to  the  East,  and  has  had  very  favourable  interviews 
both  with  the  Pasha  of  Egypt  and,  as  we  have  just  noticed, 
with  the  Sultan  of  Constantinople,  possessing  the  ancient 
Assyria,  respecting  their  protection  in  the  East.  Egypt, 
and  Assyria,  are  often  associated  in  connection  with  their 
return  (Isa.  xi.  11,  15,  16;  xxvii.  13.  Zech.  x.  10),  and 
have  promises  also  of  future  blessedness  with  Israel.  Isa. 
xix.  23—2.5. 

How  pleasing  it  was  to  see  recently  in  the  Times,  the 
most  widely  circulated  puljlic  journal  of  Christendom, 
such  a  statement  as  the  following,  from  an  able  corres- 
pondent : — "Let  the  four  allied  powers  now  publish  to  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world  their  determination  to  restore 
the  Jews  from  all  nations  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  to  assist 
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them  in  rebuilding  the  -walls  and  temple  of  Jerusalem  ;  and 
assuredly  the  multitudinous  descendants  of  Abraham,  al- 
ready restless  with  the  anxiety  of  desire  and  excited  by 
the  anticipated  fulfilment  of  this  regeneration,  would 
arise  to  the  summons  as  one  man.  The  extremest  time 
fixed  by  their  Rabbies  for  the  coming  of  Christ  is  passed  ; 
the  close  of  last  month  quenched  their  expectations  of  an 
advent  then,  and  they  are  in  consequence  just  now  un- 
usually shaken.  Let,  I  repeat  the  quadniple  alliance,  take 
advantage  of  this  conjuncture,  and  issue  a  manifesto  for 
the  restoration  and  independence  of  the  Hebrew  tribes, 
and  by  next  Spring  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  would  be 
once  more  thronged,  and  the  long  line  of  European  and 
African  coasts  be  crowded  by  the  gathering  hosts  of  Israel. 
From  the  different  ports  on  these  shores,  they  could  be 
readily  shipped,  and,  convoyed  by  the  fleets  that  now 
cruise  in  the  Mediteranean,  be  triumphantly  landed  on 
the  strand  of  their  long-lost  Palestine — a  more  benefitting 
occupation  than  the  waging  of  a  petty  war,  to  the  hazard 
of  all  Europe's  peace." 

There  are  some  remarkable  extracts  given  from  the 
Jewish  periodicals  in  one  of  our  monthly  publications, 
which  is  yearly  become  more  interesting,  "The  Jewish 
Intelligence,"  published  by  the  Jew's  Society.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  contained  in  the  number  for  Novem- 
ber, 1840.  They  are  taken  from  an  appeal  made  by  the 
Jews  themselves,  in  their  own  publications,  to  their  own 
people. 

"  The  day  of  the  Lord  will  appear  ;  His  wrath  rests  not 
for  ever  on  the  unhappy  seed  of  Abraham  I  For  ages  he 
has  led  us  through  the  wilderness  of  privation  and  woe  ; 
but  the  trial  is  coming  to  an  end.  Already  dawns  the  day 
of  redemption  from  the  east,  from  the  land  of  our  fathere, 
the  loss  of  which  we  weep  with  tears  of  blood.  Our 
inheritance,  rent  from  us  by  the  destroying  sword  of  the 
Romans,  laid  waste  and  desolate  by  inundations  of  Arabs, 
Seldshucks,  Mongols,  and  Osmans,  is  expecting  its  lawful 
possessors  to  rise  from  annihilation  to  the  eminence  which 
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David,  the  ruler  of  Jerusalem  and  Damascus,  once  con- 
ferred upon  it." 

"  People  of  Jehovah,  raise  yourselves  from  your  thou- 
sand years'  slumber  !  Rally  round  leaders  ;  have  really 
the  will — a  Moses  will  not  be  wantino;.  The  rights  of 
nations  will  never  grow  old  ;  take  possession  of  the  land 
of  your  fathers  ;  build  a  third  time  the  temple  on  Zion, 
greater  and  more  magnificent  than  ever.  Trust  in  the 
Lord,  who  has  led  you  safely  through  the  vale  of  misery 
thousands  of  years.  He  also  will  not  forsake  you  in  your 
last  conflict." 

The  nations  of  Europe  had  need  to  be  careful  what  they 
do  respecting  this  remarkable  people.  It  is  a  blessed  thing, 
lull  of  promises  of  good  to  ourselves,  to  give  a  merciful  aid 
to  the  Jews,  but  there  is  no  small  national  danger  in  un- 
righteously meddling  with  their  restoration  and  using  them 
finly  as  a  tool  for  selfish  ends. 

As  to  THE  DANGER  OF  THUS  UNJUSTLY  INTERFERING 

WITH  God's  own  providence  in  their  restoration,  it  is 
clearly  intimated  in  one  or  two  passages,  Jer.  xii.  14 — 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  against  all  mine  evil  neighbours 
that  touch  the  inheritance  which  I  have  caused  my  people 
Israel  to  inherit.  Behold  I  will  pluck  them  out  of  their 
land,  and  pluck  out  the  house  of  Judah  from  among  them." 
And  again  in  Zechariah,  when  the  nations  are  gathered  in 
the  last  siege  against  Jerusalem,  it  is  said,  (xii.  3.)  "  And 
in  that  day  I  will  make  Jerusalem  a  burdensome  stone  for 
all  people  ;  all  that  burden  tliemselves  with  it  shall  be  cut 
in  pieces,  though  all  the  people  of  the  earth  be  gathered 
together  against  it."  We  had  need  then  to  look  well  to 
our  steps  in  all  national  proceedings  respecting  the  Jews  ; 
not,  while  they  remain  in  unbelief,  to  give  them,  by  a 
Jews  Civil  Disability  Bill,  a  part  of  our  Christian  autho- 
rity, and  so  renounce  our  own  Christianity  and  seek  to 
turn  their  hopes  from  their  own  inheritance  ;*  not  to  use 

*  Full  admission  to  our  Legislature  has  not  yet  been  granted,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  add  that  theact  admitting  Jews  to  fiold  municipal  offices,  on  declaring 
that  they  profess  the  Jewish  religion,  was  carried  on  Thursday,  June  3,  by  a 
majority  of  1  over  47  in  the  House  of  Lords.   The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
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them  as  political  tools  for  selfish  ends,  but  that  our  conduct 
towards  them  may  be  wholly  guided  by  the  true,  and  just, 
and  merciful  principles  of  the  word  of  Christ.  Especially 
would  every  Christian  patriot  desire  that  we  may  never 
be  seduced  to  join  in  that  final  confederacy  of  the  nations 
against  Jerusalem  and  the  restored  Jews,  of  the  complete 
destruction  and  overthrow  of  which  there  are  so  many 
plain  predictions  ;  and  which  issues  in  the  passing  over  of 
the  tribulation  from  the  Jews  to  the  apostate  Gentiles.  Isa. 
Ixvi.  15 — 18.  Ezek.  xxxviii.  xxxix,  Joel  iii.  1,  2.  Zech. 
xiv.  3.  Mai.  iv.  1-3.  Rev.  xiv.  18—20;  xix.  The 
Jews  have  again  a  mighty  work  given  them  to  do  against 
their  oppressors.  But  let  it  be  remembered  they  are  not 
the  first  aggressors  in  those  last  troubles  which  come  on 
the  Gentile  nations.  Antichrist  and  his  followers  first 
war  against  the  Jews  and  seek  to  spoil  them.  Isaiah 
xxxiii.  ] .  They  do  not  wage  aggressive  war  against  the 
nations,  till  their  Messiah  has  returned  and  they  are  acting 
under  his  authority.  Isa.  xi.  10,  11.  Zech.  xiv.  3. 
Rev.  xix. 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  an  important  duty  to  be  ful- 
filled IN  AIDING  Israel.  I  cannot  indeed  consider,  while 
they  remain  impenitent,  that  they  have  a  divine  right  and 
title  to  the  Holy  Land  as  their  own  possession.  The  whole 
argument  of  the  apostle  Rom.  ix.  x.  xi.  seems  against 
this  view.  It  is  not  theirs  by  the  heavenly  grant,  while 
they  are  in  rebellion  against  their  anointed  King.  The 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  o>ie  seed  (Gal.  iii.  16.)  to  whom 
the  blessing  belongs,  the  rightful  Lord,  King  and  Monarch 
of  Israel,  their  true  and  only  Messiah  and  Governor,  the 
mighty  God,  the  Father  of  the  everlasting  age,  the  Prince 
of  Peace  (Isaiah  ix.)  in  whom  only  all  is  theirs.  1  Cor. 
iii.  23.    But  we  have  presented  great  stumbling-blocks 

here,  as  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Relief  Bill,  firmly  resisting  the  inroads  mak- 
ing on  our  Christian  constitution.  His  grace  justly  observed  "that  if  the 
Jews  were  admitted  to  a  share  in  framing  and  administering  our  laws,  the 
character  of  our  legislature  would  be  altered,  and  this  would  no  longer  be  an 
exclusively  Christian  country  "  On  June  11,1841,  the  Bill  was  happily  re- 
jected in  a  full  house  by  a  majority  of  34. 
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ill  their  way,  by  our  inconsistencies.  See  Discourse  on 
Isaiah  liv.  14.  We  cannot  charge  inconsistency  and  un- 
belief upon  them,  while  we  ourselves  are  so  deeply  guilty. 
Matt.  vii.  1,2. 

It  is  our  first  duty,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  remove  our 
own  causes  of  offence.  Any  aid  too  that  we  can  nationally 
render  to  their  peaceful  return  (without  sanctioning  their 
impenitence  or  any  injustice  to  others)  well  becomes  us  as 
being  grafted  into  their  olive  tree,  will  be  graciously  ac- 
cepted by  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac  and  of  Jacob,  and 
will  bring  down  blessings  on  the  country  rendering  such 
aid.  As  in  the  final  and  glorious  restoration  the  Gentiles 
v.  ill  rejoice  to  render  every  kind  of  aid,  (Isaiah  xlix.  22,  23  ; 
Ix.  9,  10  ;  Ixvi.  20.)  so  all  steps  towards  this,  in  the  prepa- 
ratory stages,  bring  us  in  connection  with  those  promises  ; 
"They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee,"  (Psalm  cxxii.  6.) 
"and  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee."  Gen.  xii.  3.  In- 
deed mercy  and  kindness  shewn  to  them  are  bright  tokens 
of  future  good  and  preservation  to  the  nations  or  the  indi- 
viduals shewing  this  mercy.  Isaiah  Ix.  12.  Jeremiah 
xxxviii.  7 — 12  ;  xxxix.  15 — 18.  Would  to  God  that  our 
country  might  be  favoured  among  the  nations  of  the  earth 
in  aiding  the  restoration  of  Israel !  May  the  Lord  of  all 
dispose  our  rulers  to  this  course  ! 

Having  thus  given  some  particulars  respecting  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  Jews,  we  will  not  here  enter  at  large 
into  the  time  at  which  the  scriptures  give  us  some  data  for 
expecting  their  restoration.  The  reader  will  find,  in  the 
following  Discourses  on  Acts  i.  7,  8,  Zech.  xiii.  8,  9,  Jer. 
xxxi.  6 — 9,  and  on  Isaiah  xxvii.  6,  some  suggestions  on 
this  subject.  But  here  the  author  would  speak  with  great 
reserve  and  hesitation.  The  exact  knowledge  of  dates 
seercs  purposely  left  in  mystery,  that  we  may  have  the 
spirit  of  preparation,  and  the  mind  and  heart  ready  for 
God's  coming  dispensations,  rather  than  the  mechanical 
settling  of  a  date,  in  the  elements  of  fixing  which  we  may 
so  easily  mistake,  and  which  might  only  tend  to  fatalism 
instead  of  watchfulness.    Yet  are  Chronological  Prophe- 
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cies  of  real  use  in  assisting  us  in  preparation,  and  bringing 
us  to  Daniel's  prayerful  state,  (Daniel  ix.  2.)  and  to 
Simeon's  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel,  and  number- 
ing us  with  those  looking  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem.  Luke 
ii.  25,  38. 

The  book  of  Revelation,  from  our  weak  faith  and  dul- 
ness  of  hearing,  (Heb.  v.  11.)  and  because  of  the  height, 
depth,  and  width  of  its  truths,  and  the  fulness  of  its  dis- 
covery of  the  spiritual  and  heavenly  realities  of  all  that 
has  past  since  the  coming  of  Christ,  has  hitherto  been 
much  veiled  from  the  church.  But  this  book  will,  as  its 
meaning  is  more  and  more  opened  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  his  people,  more  and  more  prepare  them  for  the  day  of 
Christ. 

The  author  has  pleasure,  as  to  Chronological  Prophecies, 
in  referring  to  Mr.  Habershon's  valuable  work  on  the  Pro- 
phecies, chap.  V.  vi.  vii.  2nd  Edition.  When  we  are  really 
brought  to  the  state  of  mind  in  wliich  we  perfectly  know 
and  expect  that  "  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  so  come  as  a 
thief  in  tlie  night,"  we  need  not  information  of  the  times 
and  seasons.  But  the  church  having  so  long  lost  that  state 
of  watchfulness  had  need  now  diligently  look  to  the  pre- 
dicted times  and  seasons  to  regain  it.    1  Thess.'v.  1,  2. 
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The  following  table  may  be  useful  in  shewin!^  the  divisions 
of  Syria  at  different  times  : — 


TABLE 

OF  THE 

SUBDIVISIONS 

OP 

SYRIA 

AT 

DIFFERENT  PERIODS. 

{Taken  from  Wijld's  Atlas.) 


Ancirbt 
Canaanitish 
Divisions. 


Sidonians   

Unknown  

Perizzites  

The  same   

HiTites  ^ 

Hittites  1 

Amorites  . . . .  / 
Jebusites   

Philistines. .  • .  { 


Girgashite.s   

(Km.  of  Bashani 


Moabites  . . 
Amorites  . . 
Ammonites 
Hivites  . . . . 
(Mt.  GUead) 


israelitish 
Divisions. 


Tribes  of 
Asher  . . . .  i 
Naphtali..  / 

Zebulon  . .  \ 
Issachar . .  / 
Half  Tr.  of  1 
Manasseh  > 
Ephraim.  J 


.ludah .... 

Benjamin 
Simeon  . , 
Dan  


Roman  Divisions. 


Subordinate 
Divisions. 


Greater 
Divisions. 


Comagene  . . 
Cyn-hestica 

Pieria  

Seleucis  

Antiochene 


Syria  Superior! 


Apamene   /  (Upper  Syria)  J 

Chaicidice . 
Chalyboniti 
Palmyrene 


X  aiiii^i^uc   -  Nth  ( 

Casiotis  .   j  Phenicc  |  g^^.^ 


Galilea  Superior 
Galilea  Inferior. 


Samaria  

Judaea  

Judaea  Propria . . 


Half  Tr.  of  i 
Manasseh  J 


Reuben  .... 
Gad  ( 


Pentapolis  

Palestina  Propria 

Idumea  

Persa  

Trachonitis  . . 
Gaulonitis .... 


Ccele  Syria 


Auranitis 
Iturea. . . . 


Persea  Propria  . . 

Ammonitis  . . . . 
Decapolis  

Moabitis   


Palaestina 
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8.    THE  PRACTICAL  USE  OF  THE  DOCTRINE. 

We  would  now  close  with  a  few  practical  remarks.  The 
personal,  holy,  and  spiritual  use  of  a  doctrine,  is  one  great 
end  for  which  the  scriptures  reveal  it,  and  it  is  what  imme- 
diately and  especially  concerns  the  children  of  God.  All 
scriptural  doctrines  are  practical,  quickening,  and  sancti- 
fying. If  this  be  a  scriptural  doctrine,  it  is  light  for  our 
paths,  it  is  armour  for  our  defence,  it  is  food  for  onr 
nourishment,  and  it  is  strength  for  our  duties. 

(1.)  But  fii'st,  for  the  author's  own  sake,  and  for  the 
sake  of  those  readers  who  may  have  entered  into  these 
views,  he  would  say,  let  us  distinctly  discern  and  be  aware 

of  THE  DANGER  OF  MISTAKING  KNOWLEDGE  FOR  SAVING 

GRACE  ;  or  of  thinking  that  a  discernment  of  the  signs  of 
the  times  is  that  preparation  for  them  to  which  our  Lord 
calls  us,  as  the  sure  means  of  escaping  those  things  which 
shall  come  to  pass.  0  how  easy  it  is  to  be  filled  with  the 
interest  of  a  great  and  exciting  truth,  and  to  maintain  it 
intellectually  and  scripturally  ;  and  yet  unless  the  Holy 
Spirit  use  it  for  our  sanctification,  bringing  it  home  to  the 
conscience,  and  by  his  inward  teaching  and  energy  making 
it  really  mighty  to  touch  the  heart  and  quicken  the  life, — 
the  interest  may  but  blind  the  mind,  destroy  spiritual  sen- 
sibility, and  leave  us  more  hardened  and  unimpressible. 
True  it  is  all  scriptural  knowledge  is  valuable  and  import- 
ant, but  happiness  is  not  given  till  we  join  the  practice 
with  the  knowledge.  "  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy 
are  ye  if  ye  do  them."  The  apostle  supposes  the  possi- 
bility of  tlie  highest  attainments  in  prophecy  and  know- 
ledge, and  shews  how  vain  they  are  without  cliarity.  1 
Cor.  xiii.  2.  Our  Lord  shews  that  those  who  have  pro- 
phesied in  his  name  may  be  workers  of  iniquity,  and  re- 
quired to  depart  from  him.  Matt.  vii.  22.  God  give  then 
to  us  who  know  and  believe  his  faithfulness  to  the  literal 
Israel,  and  expect  their  restoration  with  all  its  accompany  - 
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ing  momentous  events,  grace  to  be  sensible  of  this  dan- 
ger, and  to  live  in  the  spirit  of  humility,  watchfulness, 
and  holy  obedience.  May  we  ever  bear  in  mind  that 
"  knowledge  pufFeth  up,  but  charity  edifteth,"  and  hence 
seek  especially  to  be  filled  with  love  to  our  differing 
brethren. 

The  practical  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  this  subject  are 
numerous,  and  we  can  only  glance  at  a  few. 

(2.)  Gratitude  for  the  present  mercies  of  the 
Gentile  Dispensation  is  the  first  practical  duty  which 
the  review  of  God's  dealings  to  Jews  and  Gentiles  should 
excite  in  our  minds.  So  the  apostle  felt  when  he  closed 
this  review  with,  "  I  beseech  you,  therefore,  by  the  mer- 
cies of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy  and  acceptable  to  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  ser- 
vice. Romans  xii.  1.  For  what  a  lengthened  jjeriod  have 
the  Gentile  churches  been  favoured  with  tlie  rich  dispen- 
sations of  God's  grace  !  For  1800  years  the  gospel  has 
been  freely  proclaimed,  and  we  have  been  admitted  to  all 
the  privileges  of  tlie  favoured  seed  of  Abraham.  Eph.  ii. 
13.  Gal.  iii.  28,  29.  This  is  wholly  from  the  grace  and 
loving-kindness  of  God  taking  occasion,  through  the  fall 
of  the  Jews  to  send  salvation  to  us  Gentiles.  Rom.  xi.  11. 
Acts  xxviii.  2fl — 28.  O  tiiat  we  duly  valued  this  inesti- 
mable goodness,  and  heartily  prized  this  abundance  of 
grace  to  us  ! 

(3.)  Real  humility  under  our  advantages  is 
also  enforced  hence,  by  the  apostle  Paul.  He  charges  us, 
"  Boast  not  against  the  branches  ;  but  if  thou  boast,  thou 
bearest  not  the  root,  but  the  root  thee.  Thou  wilt  say  then, 
The  branches  were  broken  off,  that  I  might  be  grafted  in. 
Well,  because  of  unbelief  they  were  broken  off,  and  thou 
standest  by  faith.  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear."  Rom. 
xi.  18 — 20.  It  is  altogether  owing  to  sovereign  grace  that 
we  have  been  admitted  to  the  covenant  of  promise,  and  we 
stand  in  tliis  grace  simply  through  faith  in  Jesus.  We 
have  none  to  glory  in  but  one,  our  Divine  Redeemer.  All 
we  have,  we  received  through  him.    Deep,  unfeigned,  con, 
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stant  lowliness  and  humility,  is  our  true  and  right  state 
of  mind. 

(4.)  The  diligent  improvement  of  the  present 
PASSING  season  OF  GRACE  sliould  be  powerfully  impressed 
upon  us.  How  very  near  the  truth  came  to  the  Jewish 
nation  I  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  with  mighty 
miracles  appeared  among  them  ;  the  holy  apostles  were 
called  from  the  midst  of  them,  the  first  chui-ch  in  its 
beauty  arose  in  Jerusalem,  and  yet  "they  knew  not  the 
day  of  their  visitation."  Grace  has  been  extended  to  us 
in  a  similar  manner,  for  a  season,  under  an  example  of 
just  severity  to  the  Jews  for  the  abuse  of  it,  and  with  a 
solemn  warning  of  a  similar  issue  to  us  if  we  neglect  it. 
"  Behold,  therefore,  the  goodness  and  severity  of  God  ! 
On  them  which  fell  severity',  but  towards  thee  goodness,  if 
thou  continue  in  his  goodness,  otherwise  thou  shalt  be  cut 
off."  Rom.  xi.  2.  How  awakening,  then,  are  our  motives 
"to  give  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  election 
sure."  2  Pet.  i.  10.  How  should  we  listen  to  the  earnest 
entreaty  "  not  to  receive  the  grace  of  God  in  vain."  2  Cor. 
vi.  1.  " God  spared  not,"  says  the  apostle,  "the  natural 
branches,  take  heed  lest  he  also  spare  not  thee."  Rom.  xi. 
21.  How  extensively  and  how  fearfully  these  solemn 
warnings  are  neglected  throughout  Christendom  is  but  too 
manifest  in  the  present  state  of  the  Gentile  churches  !  * 

*  The  testimony  the  Roman  Catholic  Dublin  Review  for  November, 
1840,  gives  of  the  impure  character  of  the  modern  French  Romances  is  very 
aifecting.  "  We  defy  Lucifer  himself  to  outdo  the  French  Romancers  of  the 
present  day.  So  great  is  the  influence  exercised  by  this  portion  of  French 
literature  in  Europe,  and  it  has  so  many  readers  in  all  countries,  we  will 
surmount  our  strong  repugnance  in  order  to  forewarn  the  public  aeainst  the 
moral  cholera  which  our  Gallic  neighbours  are  spreading  far  and  wide,  aided 
as  they  are  by  the  mercantile  avidity  of  the  Belgian  Booksellers.  They  it  is 
■who  supply  Russia  and  Spain,  Peru  and  the  Brazils  ;  tliey  propagate  the  moral 
gangrene  engendered  in  France  ;  and  in  the  sordid  hope  of  a  paltry  profit, 
they  become  the  most  active  and  dangerous  allies  in  the  crusade  against  all 
that  is  good  and  all  that  is  holy.  Even  England  has  not  escaped  this  com- 
merce, which  on  the  contrary  has  latterly  become  more  extensive ;  in  the 
leading  ranks  of  our  Socialists,  the  majority  are  indebted  for  their  present 
principles  to  these  works."  "  If  in  every  country  literature  expresses  the 
true  state  of  contemporary  society,  these  novels  afford  a  sad  specimen  of  the 
present  state  of  morality  in  France,  Bonaparte  felt  the  neces!^ity  of  putting 
a  stop  to  this  torrent — the  restoration  gave  to  all  parties  the  liberty  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  under  the  imperial  government."  The  Reviewer 
shewa  how  these  writers  pander  to  the  prevailing  taste  of  the  people  (and 
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0  Chiistian  reader,  let  us  see  to  it  that  we  also  are  not 
like  the  Jews,  among  those  "  who  know  not,  in  this  their 
<lay,  the  things  belonging  to  their  peace." 

tlius  illustrates  their  general  character),  their  wretched  bondage,  and  the 
miserable  wages  of  their  iniquity.  There  are  happily  a  great  proportion  of 
Komanists  and  Protestants  tree  from  the  contagion.  In  his  '  Voice  from  the 
Alps  '  and  'Sermons  on  the  State  of  France,'  the  author  has  endeavoured  to 
direct  his  readers  to  the  best  means  of  diffusing  pure  Christian  tmth  in  these 
countries.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1840,  the  French  King,  in  his  reply  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  expressed  his  hope  that  "respect  for  religion, 
morality  and  virtue  is  still  the  feeling  of  the  immense  majority."  While  the 
King  of  the  French  expresses  this  hope  of  his  people,  in  the  L'Esp^rance, 
published  at  Paris,  January  1,  1841,  there  is  a  striking  article  respecting 
the  newspapers  of  the  previous  fortnight,  when  there  had  been  .so  large  and 
general  an  excitement,  and  so  much  said  respecting  the  obsequies  of  Napo- 
leon ;  but  it  is  remarked,  '■  Not  an  article,  not  a  paragraph,  not  a  phrase,  not 
a  word  expressing  the  hope  that  tlie  higher  part  of  the  emperor  still  exists. 
Nowhere  the  doctrines  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul ;  an  unbroken  silence 

upon  it  a  manifest  and  fearful  avowal  of  the  most  perfect  materialism. 

In  spite  of  the  magnificent  assertions  of  some  priests  who  are  in  raptures 
on  the  religious  awakening  of  France,  materialism,  complete,  gross,  self- 
sufficient,  not  deigning  to  dispute  with  spirituality,  because  this  antagonist 
seems  too  feeble,  too  mean  for  its  powerful  arms — this  is  our  present  state, 
this  is  the  moral  condition  of  the  countiy."  The  perilous  times  of  the  last 
days  (2  Tim.  iii.  1 — 5.)  are  too  manifest  on  all  sides. 

To  the  author  the  most  affecting  view  of  these  obsequies  has  been,  seeing 
in  them  the  national  accrediting  and  adopting  of  all  the  monstrous  ambition, 
vanity,  oppression,  cruelty,  hypocrisy  and  contempt  of  God,  which  marked 
the  whole  course  of  the  destructive  triumphs  of  that  dreadfully  subtle  and 
wicked  man.  Truly  the  French  have  shewn  nationally  after  all  the  miseiy 
therciiy  inflicted  and  endured  and  after  a  respite  of  judgments  for  twenty 
years,  still  it  is  true  of  them,  </<(//  repmleii  nut  of  their  deals.  Rev.  xvi.  11. 
They  have  their  idol  back  ;  and  as  the  carrying  of  the  bones  of  Joseph  back  to 
Canaan  proved  the  triumph  of  God's  promise  ;  so  in  this  the  French  seem 
determined  to  prove  that  the  godless  principles  of  the  revolution  are  with 
them  still  triumphant. 

Nor  is  our  own  condition  such  as  to  justify  any  hard  condemnation  of  others. 
The  national  sins  of  Britain  are  not,  as  the  author  has  elsewhere  shewn,  few 
or  .small.  The  growth  of  knowiedg",  without  the  thought  or  fear  of  God,  is  a 
prevailing  feature  of  these  days.  In  books  of  science,  in  Central  Education 
Publications,  in  companions  to  the  Almanack,  you  will  hardly  find  even  the 
name  of  God  mentioned  in  a  whole  volume.  He  is  as  much  as  possible  shut 
out  of  his  own  world  and  his  own  works.  This  is  the  character  of  those 
finally  punished.    2  Thess.  i.  8. 

Lorimer's  Protestant  Church  of  France,  with  a  Presbyterian  bias,  contains 
much  interesting  information  respecting  the  past  and  present  state  of  that 
church,  the  atrocities  of  pa))al  cruelty  from  age  to  age,  and  the  faithfulness 
and  sutfcriiigs  of  true  Christians.  By  a  righteous  reaction,  this  course  of 
iniquity  became  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  revolution  and  the  present 
moral  degradation  of  France.  Farther  information  may  be  gained  in  Smed- 
ley's  History  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in  France,  and  in  Laval's  lengthened 
work,  the  History  of  the  Reformation  in  France,  7  vol.  8vo.  1737 — 1741. 

The  Foreign  Aid  Society  (whose  secretary  is  the  Rev.  W.  Burgess,  and  whose 
office  is  No.  10,  Exeter  Hall,)  thus  earnestly  plead  with  us  in  their  last  cir- 
cular, to  assist  them  in  their  work  of  love,  for  the  spiritual  good  of  France : — 

"For  above  twenty  years,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  we  could  do  notliing 
but  show  hostility  to  France,  and  in  the  twenty-five  years  since,  notwith- 
standing what  has  been  done,  most  precious  opportunities  have  been  little  im- 
proved. And  yet  such  is  the  long-sutfering  and  goodness  of  God,  that  those 
opportunities  are  now  multiplied  and  enlarged,  so  that  we  have  unequalled 
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(5.)  What  awful  lessons  we  have  in  tlie  history  of  the 

Jews,  of  THE  TREMENDOUS  DANGER  OF  IDOLATRY,  FORMAL 
AND  WILL  WORSHIP,  HUMAN  TRADITIONS,  AND  UNBELIEF 

IN  THE  Lord  Jesus.  The  ten  tribes  fell  into  idolatry 
2500  years  since,  and  are  still  in  dispersion  and  degrada- 
tion, oppressed  and  outcasts  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The 
two  tribes  were  carried  captive  to  Babylon  for  idolatry, 
and,  restored  on  the  earnest  and  penitent  intercession  of 
Daniel,  wei-e  effectually  freed  from  open  idolatry ;  but 
they  were  yet  formal  and  self-justifying,  as  we  see  in 
Malachi.  Magnifying  human  traditions  beyond  God's 
word,  unduly  exalting  the  externals  of  religion,  and  trust- 
ing in  their  own  righteousness,  they  refused  to  hear  the 
Son  of  God,  they  disbelieved  his  gospel,  and  they  rejected 
their  own  Messiah,  and  still  persevere  in  this  enormous 
wickedness,  and  in  consequence  of  it  through  what  un- 
equalled sufferings  have  they  passed  in  the  last  1800  years  ! 
They  honoured  God  with  their  lips,  and  removed  their 
heart  far  from  him,  so  that  he  had  to  say,  their  "  fear 
towards  me  is  taught  by  the  precepts  of  men."  Isaiah  xxix. 

facilities  and  '  great  and  effectual  doors  '  opened  for  spreading  Divine  truth 
in  various  parts  of  the  Continent.  The  present  jealousy  and  dislike  mani- 
fested towards  us  by  the  French,  by  this  new  Constitution  of  the  Foreign 
Aid  Society,  only  becomes  an  additional  motive  and  facility  for  our  exertions. 
We  now  no  longer  act  by  Agents,  and  independent  of  the  French  themselves, 
but  by  means  of  beloved  French  brethren,  in  whom  we  have  full  Christian 
confidence,  we  show  entii-ely  disinterested  love ;  giving  to  them  that  which 
will  maintain  their  own  pious  Agents  in  their  labours  of  love.  Who  can  but 
hope  that  such  love  will  be  pleasing  to  Him  who  died  for  his  enemies,  and 
by  that  love  attached  even  his  enemies  most  of  all  to  himself. 

"  Christian  brethren,  then,  awake  !  If  you  justly  care  for  the  distant  hea- 
then, shall  you  not  care  for  those  near  to  you  who  profess  to  be  of  the  same 
household  of  faith  ?  If  you  justly  care  for  the  long  broken-off  branch  of  Israel 
scattered  over  the  earth,  shall  you  not  care  for  those  to  whom,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  Rod,  you  are  joined  by  innumerable  links  of  neighbourhood,  common 
Christianity,  continual  intercourse,  and  mutual  impressions  ? 

"  From  F'rance  and  the  Continent  may  yet  be  gathered  a  vast  army  of 
faithful  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus  who  will  glorify  him  through  eternity. 
If  the  fijst  shall  be  last,  and  the  last  first,  France,  which  has  gone  to  the 
greatest  depth  of  infidelity,  casting  otf  for  seven  years  the  national  profession 
of  Christianity,  m  ly  yet,  through  Divine  grace,  be  made  the  first  of  the 
nations  in  zeal  and  dovotedness  to  our  one  Redeemer.  Nothing  is  too  hard 
for  the  Lord,  and  no  labour  in  the  Lord  can  be  vain  and  fruitless. 

"In  the  strength,  then,  of  true  Christian  faith,  and  in  the  comprehensive- 
ness of  ti'ue  Christian  love,  awake,  British  Christians,  to  a  work  so  character- 
istic of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  so  pregnant  with  blessings  to  man,  and  with 
fruit  that  shall  abound  to  your  account  in  the  day  of  Christ." 
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13.  Matt.  XV.  8,  9.  Mark  vii.  C,  7.  What  warnings 
are  these  to  professing  Christians  !  The  Reformer  Peter 
Martyr  justly  observes,  "As  we  were  grafted  in  their  place, 
when  we  see  that  they  M-ere  so  miserably  cut  off,  we 
acknowledge  the  grace  of  God  towards  us,  and  by  behold- 
ing them  are  taught  to  take  heed  that  we  also  be  not  cut 
off  in  infidelity."  They  had  the  real  traditions  of  God  in 
the  Old  Testament ;  to  these  and  these  only  our  Lord  and 
his  apostles  and  their  faithful  followers  always  appealed, 
and  tried  every  thing  by  them  ;  but  the  Jews  would  adhere 
to  their  human  traditions,  and  by  them  made  void  the 
word  [of  God.  Mark  vii.  13.  Memorable  warning  to  us  ! 
Would  that  we  in  England  now  were  taught  by  their  fall ! 
To  those  who  worship  images  we  should  say,  look  at  the 
history  of  the  ten  tribes.  To  those  who  unduly  magnify 
external  things,  and  the  teaching  of  man,  and  virtually 
reject  the  Messiah  as  the  only  foundation  of  our  hopes, 
we  should  say,  look  at  the  two  tribes  for  1800  years. 
Surely  the  Christian  churches  have  need  to  be  alarmed, 
and  to  be  humbled,  in  the  conviction  of  having  fallen  as 
deepl}',  and  with  heavier  aggravations  even  than  the 
Jewish  church.  Thence  arises  the  present  troubled  state 
of  the  European  kingdoms,  and  the  dark  cloud  hanging 
over  Christendom.  Loudly  and  earnestly,  then,  should 
faithful  watchmen  call  men  to  repentance.  0  that  a  spirit 
of  true  repentance  may  again  be  given  to  the  Gentiles. 
Acts  xi.  18. 

(6.)  The  vast  importance  is  taught  to  us  of  ourselves 
discerning  and  embracing  the  revealed  truth  tiiat  the  free 

JUSTIFICATION  OF  US  SINNERS  IS  BY  God's  OWN  RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS THROUGH  FAITH.  We  are  all  in  constant 
danger  of  seeking  righteousness  "  not  by  faith,  but  as  it 
were  by  the  works  of  the  law,"  as  the  Jews  did,  "  for  they 
stumbled  at  that  stumbling-stone.  Here  was  the  grand 
mistake  of  Israel  as  St.  Paul  shews  at  length,  (Rom.  ix. 
30— .33  ;  X.  1,  2,)  "They  going  about  to  establish  their 
own  righteousness,  have  not  sulnnitted  themselves  to  the 
righteousness  of  God.    For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law 
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for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  helieveth."  Christ  is 
then,  our  righteousness.  Oh  glorious,  heart-gladdening, 
peace-speaking,  most  welcome,  and  most  sanctifying  truth 
to  the  burdened  and  afflicted  conscience  !  That  it  miglit 
be  taught  in  indelible  lessons  to  the  whole  world,  the  Jews 
are  left  to  their  own  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  and  permitted 
to  reject  it  ;  and  they  fall  short  of  all  righteousness,  and 
become  "  a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people."  The  Gen- 
tiles thereon  have  grace  extended  to  them,  obtain  precious 
faith,  and  are  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
thus  attain  true,  perfect,  and  divine  righteousness  by  faitli 
in  Christ.  May  we  ever  jealously  maintain  the  purity  of 
this  saving  doctrine,  wliich  it  is  the  great  effort  of  Satan  to 
overtlirow  ;  and  which  has  been  again  and  again  so  nearly 
lost  and  so  graciously  restored  ;  which  has  been  so  often 
almost  wholly  buried  in  the  outward  form,  but  so  merci- 
fully time  after  time  revived,  and  which  alone  is  mighty 
through  grace  to  overthi'ow  all  error,  and  to  bring  the 
heart  into  and  keep  it  in  joyful  communion  with  God, 
and  the  overflowings  of  love  to  all  men. 

(7.)  What  illustrations  of  the  overflowing  grace  of 
THE  GOSPEL  TO  SINNERS  will  the  future  conversion  of  Israel 
exhibit.  In  that  beautiful  Psalm,  the  ISGth,  which  closes 
every  verse  with  the  joyful  sound  of  the  gospel,  "  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever,"  the  closing  expressions  of  grati- 
tude are,  "  for  he  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate,  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  And  hath  redeemed  us  from  our 
enemies,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever."  Israel  has 
yet  to  raise  this  hymn  in  its  fullest  chorus.  We  have 
been  accustomed  to  apply  to  ourselves,  and,  through  faitli 
in  Christ,  rightly,  the  rich  declarations  of  gospel  grace  and 
love,  free  forgiveness,  and  lively  faith  with  whicli  the 
prophetical  writings  abound.  But  with  yet  more  vivid 
feelings  of  penitence,  faith,  and  gratitude  will  recovered 
penitent  Israel  exclaim  with  joyful  surprise,  "Who  is 
a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity,  and  passetii 
by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage.  Mic. 
vii.  18—20." 
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(8.)  We  may  leai-n  also  here  some  of  the  surpassing 
depths  and  heights  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  goodness 
so  far  beyond  all  our  thoughts.  If  the  Jewish  nation  had 
obtained  their  wish,  we  should  never  have  partaken  of 
their  privileges.  Could  the  Gentile  nations  obtain  their 
selfish  ends,  the  Jews  would  never  partake  of  recovered 
dignity  and  pre-eminence  in  a  Redeemer's  grace,  and  glory 
in  their  own  land.  But  both  Jew  and  Gentile  will  be 
humbled  for  tlieir  unbelief  and  selfishness,  both  will  finally 
be  restored  by  God's  mercy,  and  his  perfections  will  have 
thereby  the  larger  and  the  fuller  illustration  and  exalta- 
tion. Truly  he  says,  "  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord  ;  for  as 
the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  higher  than 
j'our  thoughts."  In  the  mean  while  their  present  disper- 
sion and  scattering  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  distinct 
preservation,  is  such  an  unfolding  of  man's  corruption, 
and  of  the  Divine  righteousness  and  goodness,  as  speaks 
powerfully  to  all  the  world.  It  is  also  such  a  fulfilment 
of  plain  prophecies,  and  their  preservation  of  the  Bible  is 
such  a  testimony  to  its  purity,  that  one  of  the  plainest, 
most  palpable,  and  widely-diffused  of  the  external  evidences 
of  the  Bible  is  the  present  situation  of  the  Jewish  nation. 
What  thanks  we  owe  to  God  for  their  faithfulness  iji  pre- 
serving his  word  uncorrupted  has  from  age  to  age  been 
noticed.* 

*  Peter  Martyr,  the  Reformer,  haa  well  noticed  this.  In  his  "  Common 
Places"  he  says,  "  Our  books  are  saved  by  them;  I  mean  the  Holy  Bible, 
which  they  carry  evei7where  about  with  them.  By  these  books,  which  they 
have  and  read,  they  are  a  testimony  to  our  religion.  Augustine  de  Doctrina 
Christiana  thinks  wheresoever  we  doubt  of  the  Greek  or  Latin  translation, 
we  must  fly  to  the  truth  of  the  Hebrew,  and  Jerome  in  many  places  writes  the 
same.  .  .  .  But  it  is  said  that  the  holy  books  were  abused  and  corrupted  by 
the  Hebrews.  To  this  Jerome  upon  Isaiah  vi.,  towards  the  end,  answers 
thus  : — Either  they  did  this  before  the  coming  of  Christ  and  the  preaching  of 
the  apostles,  or  else  alterwards.  If  before,  then  seeing  Clirist  and  his  apostles 
reprehended  the  most  grievous  and  wicked  acts,  undoubtedly  they  would  have 
reproved  them  for  marring  and  corrupting  of  the  scriptures.  But  if  thou 
aftirm  that  the  faults  were  brought  in  by  them  afterwards,  then  will  I  say 
that  it  had  behoved  them  to  corrupt  those  places  whicli  testify  of  Christ  and 
of  his  religion  ;  and  which  were  alleged  by  the  Lord  himself  and  his  apostle, 
in  the  New  Testament.   But  those  places  remain  sound,  and  the  very  same 
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(9.)  We  may  also  see  the  duty  of  submitting  our 

MINDS  WILLINGLY  TO  THE  PLAIN  AND  SIMPLE  MEANING 

OF  SCRIPTURE.*  Whatever  deeper  meaning  there  may  be, 
this  must  be  true  ;  just  as  the  law,  "  not  to  muzzle  the 
mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadetli  out  the  corn"  was  a  real 
law  of  the  Jewish  jurisprudence,  though  emblematically 
intended  to  instruct  men  in  the  maintenance  of  ministers. 
Thus  there  is  a  reality  and  truth  in  the  promises  to  Israel, 
and  let  us  yield  our  minds  to  this  first  without  reserve, 
and  without  attempting  to  set  aside  express  and  plain  pre- 
dictions by  hard,  and  uncertain,  and  difficult  solutions. 
God's  wisdom  is  indeed  very  deep,  and  beyond  all  our 
thoughts  ;  but  "  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  men. 
He  is  more  spiritual  in  that  which  they  may  deem  carnal, 
than  they  are  in  the  greatest  fancied  spirituality.  The 
Bible  is  his  own  word.  It  is  plainly  expressed.  It  is 
given  to  be  a  lamp  to  our  feet,  and  a  light  to  our  paths. 
Let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  it,  however  contrary  to  our 
wishes  or  preconceived  opinions,  or  however  humbling  to 
our  pride,  so  shall  we  find  rest  and  peace.  Obedience  to  the 
faith  is  a  plain  Christian  duty,  and  the  simple  and  true- 
hearted  believer  in  God's  plain  testimony,  M'hether  Jew  or 
Gentile,  shall  thus  attain  the  greatest  degree  of  true  spi- 
rituality and  of  strength  of  faith,  and  shall  have  hereafter 
far  higher  glories  than  earth  can  aff'ord,  even  all  the  glories 
of  the  heavenly  and  eternal  kingdom.    But,  on  the  other 

sentences  which  they  cited  do  remain  still  in  the  Hebrew  Bibles.''  Peter 
Martyr  adds,  "  many  of  the  most  ancient  books  are  found,  and  that  in  written 
hand,  which  have  been  kept  a  rei'y  long  time  by  the  Christians,  which  never 
came  in  their  hands  to  abuse."  ....  "We  have  themselves,  together  with 
their  books,  most  evident  testimonies  of  our  religion.  And  doubtless  among 
all  testimonies,  that  testimony  is  of  the  greatest  account  which  is  testified  by 
the  enemies.''  , 

*  It  does  not  appear  to  the  author  that  there  is  any  real  ground  for  those 
views  which  some  have  held  of  the  highly  poetical  character  of  the  tropes 
and  figures  of  scripture,  to  an  extent,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  magnifying  objects 
beyond  the  reality.  Let  us  have  more  reverence  for  the  word  of  God  than 
.such  an  idea  allows.  We  m-ay  rather  conclude  that  all  images  and  fig-ures 
must  of  necessity  fall  vastly  .«liort  of  the  reality  of  the  judgments  to  come  on 
the  wicked,  (Psalm  xc.  11,)  and  of  the  glory  and  blessedness  yet  to  come  to 
the  righteous,  according  to  the  plain  statement  of  the  Divine  Spirit : — Bye 
Iwth  iwt  seeii^  nor  ear  heard,  ndtker  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
things  xohich  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed 
tliem  unto     by  his  Spirit,   1  Cor.  ii.  9,  10. 
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hand,  a  disbelief  of  that  word  in  its  plain  testimony,  be- 
cause of  high-minded  and  really  carnal  reasonings  is  a 
very  dangerous  state  of  mind.  Thus  final  shame  and 
divine  wrath  are  connected  with  unbelief  and  disregard  of 
God's  Providence  towards  his  people  Israel.  Peculiarly 
seasonable,  then,  to  us  in  this  day  is  the  warning  con- 
tained in  the  prediction  of  Isaiah,  "  Lord,  when  thy  hand 
is  lifted  up  they  will  not  see  ;  but  they  shall  see,  and  be 
ashamed  for  their  envy  at  the  people  ;  yea,  the  fire  of 
thine  enemies  shall  devour  them." 

(10.)  We  may  learn  too  the  spiritual  significance 
OF  God's  visible  works  of  mercy.  We  see  in  the 
Jewish  dispensation,  as  brought  before  us  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, a  whole  and  complete  system  of  outward  mercies, 
shadowing  forth  and  illustrative  of  spiritual  truths.  Infi- 
dels, with  that  partiality  and  littleness  of  mind  which 
characterize  infidelity,  speak  only  of  a  part  which  they 
endeavour  to  sever  from  the  rest,  and  then  profess  to  scorn 
it  as  unworthy  of  God.  Thus  they  think  they  have  de- 
stroyed the  whole  of  that  building,  a  single  part  of  which 
they  with  their  petty  optics  are  incompetent  to  discern, 
or  with  their  feeble  grasp  to  displace.  God  discerns  the 
whole  from  the  beginning.  The  outward  services  and 
blessings  are  significative  of  inward  blessings  and  glories  ; 
the  history  of  the  eartlily  kingdom  itself  is  often,  perhaps 
much  oftener  than  we  are  now  aware  of,  a  type  and  sha- 
dow of  a  deeper  and  more  enduring  history  of  a  spiritual 
and  everlasting  kingdom.  The  high  priest,  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  sacrifices  are  but  patterns  and  emblems  of  hea- 
venly truths,*  all  the  things  that  happened  thus  to  Israel 
being  tj'pes  and  examples  for  the  future  profit  of  the 
church,  and  the  whole  Old  Testament  a  preparation  for 
the  blessings  of  the  New.  Thus  the  history  of  the  Jews 
is  full  of  heavenly  lessons  of  Divine  wisdom,  holy  love  and 

*  In  that  ample  treasury  of  Jewish  learning  illustrative  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, "Schoettgennii  Hor<e  Hebraicae  ct  Talmudicee,"  there  is  a  striking  dis- 
sertation on  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  shewing  the  correspondencies  which  the 
Jews  believed  to  exist  between  heavenly  and  earthly  things,  and  the  references 
to  it  in  the  New  Testament. — Vol.  i.  1205—1248. 
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deep  instruction.  1  Cor.  x.  1 — 11.  This,  too,  is  but  a 
part  of  the  Divine  plan.  The  same  features  of  wisdom 
and  love  are  at  work  in  all  creation.  The  gradual  un- 
foldings  of  the  deep  mind  of  God  from  Genesis  to  Revela- 
tion, opening  one  truth  after  another,  discover  to  us  at 
length  tliat  the  whole  of  what  is  created  is  but  a  visible 
Bible,  full  of  Divine  truths,  and  earth  is  pregnant  with 
heavenly  lessons  of  grace  and  truth,  love  and  goodness. 
"  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  hr- 
mament  sheweth  his  handy  work, "  and  the  volume  of 
grace  and  the  volumes  of  creation  and  providence  have 
innumerable  correspondencies  and  mutual  illustrations.* 
The  sun  proclaims  the  Saviour  ;  the  moon  his  church  ;  the 
stars  speak  the  glory  of  his  people  ;  our  natural  life  sus- 
tained by  slain  animals,  manifests  tlie  sustenance  of  our 
spiritual  life  by  the  death  of  Christ  ;  and  beasts,  and  birds, 
and  living  creatures  shew  forth  continually  Divine  truths 
and  realities.  The  very  path-way  in  which  our  feet  walk 
is  made  to  signify  Christ,  and  lead  to  him  ;  the  very  bread 
which  we  eat  feeds  us  with  tliat  heavenly  food.  Thus, 
when  these  lessons  shall  have  been  not  only  taught  but 
learned,  "  the  tabernacle  of  God  will  be  with  men,  and 
he  will  dwell  with  them,"  in  a  prepared  world,  fully 
ready  to  enter  into  communion  with  him  by  all  his  works, 
and  to  live  evermore  in  the  full  light  and  joy  of  all  his 
loving  kindness. 

(11,)  The  oneness  of  God's  counsel  and  judgment 
through  all  his  dispensations  may  be  seen.  His  mind  and 
purpose  is  to  exalt  his  Son,  and  make  him  the  head  of  all 
things.  "  The  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy" 
Rev.  xix.  10.  The  first  prophecy,  "  I  will  put  enmity  be- 
tween thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her 
seed  ;  it  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his 
heel,"  contains  in  it  the  germ  of  all  future  prophecies  and 
subsequent  events.  It  has  had  a  growing  accomplishment 
from  the  beginning.    The  promise  to  Abraham,  "  In  thy 

*  See  a  very  useful  work  on  this  subject,  "Salter's  Book  of  Illustrations  : 
or.  Scripture  Truths  exhibited  by  the  aid  of  Similes.' 
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seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed,"  is  the 
same  truth  in  another  form.  The  theory  of  a  double  sense 
of  prophecy  has  been  objected  to,*  and  the  terra  double 
may  not  be  happily  chosen,  but  it  does  appear  that  some 
prophecies  have  a  commencing  and  a  completed  accom- 
plishment, and  that  one  is  made  the  sign  of  the  other,  and 
all  such  fulfilments  are  parts  of  one  complete  sense  ;  while 
it  is  fully  admitted  that  others,  those  for  instance,  relatin;^ 
to  the  birth,  life,  and  death  of  our  Saviour,  can  only  have 
one  fulfilment.  Thus  Enoch,  before  the  flood,  warned  the 
antediluvian  world,  and  warned  us  also  in  expressions 
which  Jude  14,  1.5,  applied  to  the  future  coming  of  Christ. 
Thus  the  downfalls  of  wicked  kingdoms  in  past  days  are 
stages  onward  in  the  final  overthrow  of  all  wicked  domi- 
nions, and  are  predicted  in  terms  fully  a{)plicable  only  to 


*  In  a  valuable  work  of  Arelideacon  Lyall's,  "  Propfedia  Proplietica,"  just 
published,  both  Jewish  and  Patristic  literatuie  have  been  happily  united  in 
illustrating  the  evidences  of  Revelation,  and  by  a  striking  line  of  argument 
tile  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  have  been  made  irresistibly  to  confirm 
the  Divine  truth  of  our  holy  religion.  It  will  be  seen  by  those  who  may  read 
both  works,  that  the  author  differs  in  some  interpretations,  as  he  does  indeed 
on  some  in  the  similarly  seasonable  and  useful  work  of  Dr.  Henderson's  new 
translation  of  Isaiah :  which  seems,  as  far  as  he  has  re.ad  it,  to  contain  mucli 
valuable  criticism.  Both  object  to  the  double  sense  of  prophecy.  On  this 
the  reader  is  referred  to  a  note  in  Woodhouse's  translation  of  the  Apocalypse, 
p.  173. 

The  author  cannot,  without  considerable  modification  and  limitations, 
agree  with  Dr.  Henderson's  observation  respecting  .particular  terms  and 
modes  of  expressions,  that  identical  words  are  continually  used  while  the 
subjects  treated  of  have  no  affinity  with  each  other.  See  remarks  on  this 
in  the  author's  Practical  Guide.  He  rather  judges  that  those  peculiar 
words  and  terms  are  often  like  the  loops  and  taches  that  united  the  cur- 
tains of  the  tabernacle,  making  it  one  complete  whole.  Exod.  xxvi.  6,  11. 
The  apostle  Peter  seems  directly  to  lead  our  minds  to  this  oneness  of  the 
wliole  of  prophecy  in  the  expressions,  ho  j'i'ophecy  of  ike  scripture  is  of  any 
pricatcinta-priUttioii  (iSias  eiTiKvuews  71V6T01) .  There  are  not  the  several 
wills  of  the  individual  writers,  for  the  prophecy  came  not  at  any  time  hy  the 
ail!  of  man,  but  holy  r,ien  of  God  spale  us  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Oliost. 
The  JJible  has  one  author,  the  Eternal  Spirit ;  one  mind  runs  through  the 
whole,  the  mind  of  that  Infinite  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity.  His  word  is 
perfect  and  complete.  There  is  in  it,  therefore,  even  a  harmony  of  expressions 
of  much  value  not  only  for  philological  purposes,  but  also  for  connecting  the 
revelations  of  the  Divine  mind,  and  ascertaining  their  full  meaning,  and  this 
without  in  the  least  confusing  the  distinctness  of  each  prophecy,  which  has 
botli  its  particular  discovery  and  its  exact  harmony  with  the  whole.  The 
Holy  Spirit  approves  our  comparing  spiiritual  things  with  spiritual ;  (1  Cor.  ii. 
l.'i,)  and  reverencing  his  words,  and  not  forcing  a  construction  upon  them, 
may  be  the  real  character  of  thus  bringing  passages  together  by  diligent  search 
and  comparison  ;  and  ascertaining  and  believing  his  full  instruction  of  Divine 
light  and  holy  love,  may  be  the  blessed  effect. 
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tliat  final  issue.  We  may  see  this  by  comparing  the  pre- 
dictions of  the  judgments  on  Egypt,  Babylon,  the  ten 
tribes,  the  Jews,  and  the  Gentile  kingdoms.  (Ezek.  xxxii. 
7.  Isa.  xiii.  10.  Joel  ii.  31  :  iii.  15.  Amosviii.  9.  Matt, 
xxiv.  29.  Rev.  vi.  12,  13.)  The  vast  and  infinite  mind 
of  the  great  God,  having  every  event  in  his  all  comprehen- 
sive view,  and  a  unity  of  purpose  in  accomplishing  his 
designs  from  age  to  age,  thus  leads  our  minds  by  degrees 
to  the  largeness  of  his  own  plans  ;  and  experience  of  the 
past  thus  becomes  a  help  to  the  knowledge  of  the  future, 
and  his  word  a  lamp  in  his  temple  that  never  goes  out, 
but  gives  a  bright  light  to  successive  ages,  and  a  full 
assurance  of  the  final  triumph  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

(12.)  We  may  farther  learn  the  intense  reality  of 
God's  Providence  in  all  that  is  past.  To  the  mind  of 
liim  who  is  unenlightened  by  divine  truth,  what  a  mystery 
of  dark,  unmeaning  and  mortifying  events  must  the  his- 
tory of  mankind  present  ;  a  history  in  which  vice  so  often 
triumphs,  virtue  suffers  so  much,  and  wickedness  so  largely 
prevails  !  But  take  tlie  liglit  of  prophecy,  look  onward, 
see  the  issues  of  glory  yet  to  come  ;  and  you  will  behold  all 
that  is  past,  preparing  for  the  everlasting  bliss  of  God's 
faithful  people,  and  giving  everlasting  lessons  of  the  evil 
of  sin.  We  shall  see  all  directed  overruled  and  ordered  to 
the  fullest  issues  of  blessedness.  Look,  for  instance,  at  his 
deep  providence,  as  given  in  the  history  of  Esther  ;  how 
hidden  and  concealed  for  a  lengthened  season  were  the 
steps  which  led  on  to  the  happy  consummation.  No  name 
of  God  appears  on  the  face  of  the  book  in  letters,  but  how 
wonderful,  and  constant,  and  eff'ective  was  his  secret  pro- 
vidence in  every  minute  event.  Haman's  projects 
seemed  all  to  prosper,  and  the  people  of  God  to  be  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity,  and  their  escape  from  destruction 
impossible.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  all,  God's  unfailing  pro- 
vidence was  conducting  every  thing,  and  controlling  and 
directing  each  apparently  insignificant  event,  till  it  ap- 
peared openly  in  the  final  blessedness  of  his  people.  The 
same  providence  for  6000  years  has  been  at  work  in  the 
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whole  earth  ;  the  selection  of  the  Jewish  nation  also,  with 
the  promise  of  Christ,  and  having  Christ  for  their  glory, 
the  communicators  and  depositories  of  his  truth  ;  their 
present  blindness  and  dispersion  ;  the  call  of  the  Gentiles, 
their  apostacy,  the  wonderful  intermingling  of  the  Jews 
with  all  nations,  and  their  recovery,  for  the  final  recovery 
of  the  earth  ;  all  the  steps  of  God's  providence  in  these 
things,  however  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  men,  and  though 
no  name  of  God  be  visibly  written  on  the  face  of  them 
before  men,  have  all  an  intense  reality,  magnitude,  and 
importance  towards  that  full  issue  of  glory  brought  out  so 
distinctly  in  the  closing  chapters  of  Revelation.  God  is 
stamping  and  indenting  in  indelible  impressions  on  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth,  and  the  history  of  all  nations, 
those  lessons  of  light  and  love  which  will  instruct  his  crea- 
tures through  eternity.  God  is  scattering  the  seeds  now 
of  the  future  harvest  of  glory  to  come.  And  even  now 
the  actual  condition  and  existence  of  scattered  Israel,  and 
trodden  under  foot  Jerusalem,  and  desolate  Palestine, 
and  base  Egypt  ;  and  the  actual  condition  of  the  Gentile 
churches,  nominally  Christian,  papal  and  apostate,  but 
with  an  election  in  the  midst  of  them,  just  as  God  had 
foretold,  may,  in  the  eyes  of  all  men  willing  to  see,  shew 
forth  the  vivid  and  mightj-  energy  of  his  providence,  still 
constantly  at  work  and  hastening  on  the  fulfilment  of  his 
great  designs. 

(1.3.)  We  may  gather  great  encouragement  for  all 

MISSIONARY  LABOURS  NOW  BOTH  AMONG  JEWS  AND  GEN- 
TILES. Abundant  present  opportunities  are  given  for 
this.  God  has  opened  doors  of  entrance  on  every  side. 
The  apostle  of  the  circumcision  admitted  the  first  Gentile 
to  the  Christian  church.  The  apostle  of  the  uncircumcision 
has  the  strongest  expressions  in  the  scriptures  of  desire  for 
the  salvation  of  Israel.  There  should  be  no  jealousy  but 
of  our  doing  nothing  for  either  ;  no  rivalry  but  who  can 
do  most  for  both.  It  is  the  precious  seed-time  for  our- 
selves and  for  the  world,  for  the  glo)y  of  God  and  the  high- 
est welfare  of  man.    The  harvest  is  sure  and  near.  Let 
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US  SOW  bountifully,  and  we  shall  reap  bountifully.  Suc- 
cessful laboui's  for  the  salvation  of  tlie  Gentiles  tend 
to  provoke  the  Jews  to  jealousy,  and  so  to  turn  to 
Christ ;  successful  labours  among  the  Jews  are  life  from 
the  dead  to  the  world.  They  have  a  blessed  re -action  on 
each  for  good.  Nothing  said,  nothing  done,  nothing  given 
for  Christ  shall  be  in  vain.  All  is  carrying  onward,  to  its 
fullest  issue  of  heavenly  glory,  his  own  gracious  designs. 
In  every  age  there  is  a  people  of  God  growing  and  increas- 
ing through  the  world.  Isa.  ix.  7.  It  is  yet  indeed  but  a 
remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace,  but  it  is 
adding  to  and  multiplying  from  age  to  age  :  it  is  gathering 
together,  as  the  "  first-fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb,"  the 
inheritors  of  a  special  reward  and  glory.  Besides  this 
general  truth,  we  have  much  reason  to  believe  that  the 
largest  gatherings  will  be  at  the  close  of  the  present  dis- 
pensation. The  largest  gatherings  of  Israel  were  at  the 
close  of  the  Jewish  dispensation  (Acts  xxi.  20)  ;  and  we 
have  predictions  leading  us  to  the  hope  that  it  will  be  so  at 
the  close  of  the  Gentile  dispensation.  Matt,  xxii.  9,  10. 
Rom.  xi.  25.  Rev.  vii.  14 ;  xiv,  6,  15.  There  is  a 
mighty  work  yet  to  be  done  among  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
and  innumerable  brands  are  yet  to  be  snatched  from  the 
burning  ;  and  Oh  what  harvests  of  glory  may  thus  be 
reaped  by  us,  if  we  will  now  but  extensively  sow  the  seed  ! 
The  day  of  the  Lord's  return,  and  the  resurrection  of  his 
saints,  will  be  the  visible  manifestation  of  all  works  of 
faith  and  mercy  now  ;  then  appears  our  glory,  in  glorified 
saints  to  whom  we  have  been  a  blessing  ;  they  shall  be  our 
joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing !  Then  "  they  that  be  wise 
shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they 
that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever."  Let  us  "  work  while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work.  '•■  " 

*  On  India  Missions  the  author  has  great  pleasure  in  referring  the  reader 
for  most  interesting  instruction  respecting  the  present  state  of  the  heathen, 
and  the  duty  of  missionary  exertion,  to  "  Ur.  Duff's  India  and  India  Missions, 
including  Slietches  of  the  Gigantic  System  of  Hinduism."  Who  can  but  long, 
on  reading  such  an  unfolding  of  the  chambers  of  imaginj  (EzeK.  viii.  12,1  for 
the  full  establishment  of  our  Saviour's  kingdom. 
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(14.)  We  have  also  a  great  motive  for  specialp  raver 
FOR  Israel.  0  that  the  proof  and  evidence  given  from 
God's  word,  in  this  work,  of  the  reality  of  their  future 
restoration,  may  lead  his  believing  people  earnestly  to 
pray  for  it  according  to  that  direction  so  pressed  by  our 
Lord  :  "  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not 
silence  ;  and  give  him  no  rest  till  he  establish,  till  he  make 
Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth."  This  spirit  has  always 
distinguished  the  most  devoted  servants  of  Christ.  Rom. 
ix.  ]— 3  ;  X.  1. 

But  in  order  to  attain  it,  we  want  scriptural  knowledge 
and  faith.  What  prayer  can  be  fervent  without  faith  ? 
What  faith  can  be  lively  and  strong  without  its  warrant, 
the  word  of  the  living  God  ?  and  how  shall  that  word 
move  us,  if  it  be  unknown  or  unheeded  ?  We  need  then 
to  have  the  divine  testimony  respecting  Israel  brought  be- 
fore us,  to  call  forth  our  faith  and  our  fervent  prayer.  No 
wonder  prayer  for  Israel  had  so  greatly  ceased  then  in  the 
Cliristian  church.  Had  we  had  more  of  St.  Paul's  faith 
concerning  Israel,  we  should  have  had  more  of  his  spirit 
— "  My  heai't's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel,  is,  that 
they  may  be  saved."  Is  not  the  want  of  enlarged  inter- 
cession here — we  put  it  to  every  reader's  conscience — the 
painful  proof  of  the  want  of  enlarged  scriptural  faith  ? 

(15.)  The  importance  of  watchfulness  for  ouk 
Lord's  coming  is  closely  connected  with  believing  views 
of  the  restoration  of  Israel.  As  we  discern  the  nearness 
and  the  uncertainty  of  their  restoration,  so  do  we  get  a 
help  to  the  duty  of  being  ready  for  his  return.  His  appear- 
ing in  glory  is  connected  with  the  building  up  of  Zion. 
Psalm  cii,  16.  Rom.  xi.  2(5.  Matt,  xxiii.  38,  89.  The  res- 
toration of  Israel  may  soon  in  its  lirst  stage  become  a  fact : 
but  the  great  instruction  which  it  is  designed  to  give  the 
world  is,  that  it  is  an  ensign  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  of  the  return  of  the  Lord.  Isaiah  xviii.  3.  Matt, 
xxiv.  30.  The  signs  of  the  times  then  respecting  the  Jews 
call  us  to  special  watchfulness  here.  Dr.  McCaul,  speak- 
ing of  the  command  to  watch  for  the  Lord's  second  coming, 
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has  truly  observed,  that  "  no  command  is  more  repeated  in 
the  New  Testament.  It  occurs  as  an  express  and  positive 
command  at  least  eight  times  in  the  gospels,  Matt.  xxiv. 
42,  44  ;  XXV.  1.3.  Mark  xili.  33,  35,  37.  Luke  xii.  35—40  ; 
xxi.  36  ;  five  times  it  occurs  in  the  epistles,  (1  Thess.  v. 
1— (J.  Titus  ii.  12,  13.  James  v.  7,  8.  1  Peter  iv.  7.  2 
Peter  iii.  14)  ;  and  twice  in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John  ; 
Rev.  iii.  3  ;  xvi.  15.  It  is  a  command  given  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  with  a  blessing  attached  to  those  that  obey 
it.  "  Blessed  are  those  servants  whom  the  Lord  when  he 
cometh  shall  find  watching  ;  "  and  a  curse  is  pronounced 
upon  them  who  disobey  it.  Luke  xii.  46.  It  is  a  com- 
mand accompanied  by  a  declaration  that  is  applicable  to  all, 
so  that  no  one  can  hold  himself  excepted.  "  What  I  say 
unto  you  I  say  unto  all.  Watch."  For  his  own  part,  as  a 
watchman  of  the  Lord,  the  author  dare  not,  with  such 
repeated  commands  and  in  this  remarkable  day,  be  silent. 
It  ouglit  to  be  our  highest  joy  and  our  brightest  hope  to 
be  told  of  our  returning  Redeemer.  The  only  fear  of  our 
hearts  would  be,  if  they  were  in  a  right  state, — Can  such 
good  things  be  real  ?  Is  it  possible  such  a  blessing  is  near  ? 
But  when  we  see  the  awakening  interest  on  every  side  re- 
specting the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  symptoms  of  their 
restoration,  let  it  be  as  an  ensign  on  the  mountains,  and 
as  a  trumpet  blown  in  our  hearing,  to  be  all  ready  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord,  that  he  may  not  come  back  at  least 
to  an  unprepared  church  ;  but  to  one  looking  forward  to 
this,  as  the  most  desirable  of  all  desires  to  his  people,  and 
meeting  really,  and  the  only  thing  that  will  meet,  "  the 
desires  of  all  nations."  Nothing  more  painfully  and  man- 
ifestly, perhaps,  shews  how  far  the  Christian  churches 
have  lost  their  first  love,  than  the  coldness  and  alienation 
Avith  which  this  hope  is  regarded.  The  desire  awakened 
in  his  people  will  bring  back  the  Saviour.  Hosea  v.  15. 
Rev.  xxii.  1". 

(16.)  Let  us  farther  distinctly  discern  that  the  high- 
est GLORIES  OF  the  HEAVENLY  KINGDOM    ARE    TO  BE 

ATTAINED  BY  FAITHFULNESS  NOW.    Tlicrc  are,  it  is  clear 
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degrees  of  glory  in  the  heavenly  kingdom,  at  the  return 
of  our  Lord,  (Luke  xix.  12 — 19);  and  an  order  in  the 
resurrection  of  the  saints  (Dan.  xii.  13.  1  Cor.  xv.  23)  ; 
and  a  special  blessedness  in  having  a  part  in  the  first 
resurrection.  "  Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in 
the  first  resurrection,  on  such  the  second  death  hath  no 
power  ;  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God  and  of  Christ, 
and  shall  reign  with  him  a  thousand  years."  Rev.  xx.  6. 
Believers  in  Christ,  and  sufferers  for  him  now,  share  the 
first  glories  of  the  heavenly  kingdom.  "The  crown  of 
life,"  (Rev.  ii.  10.)  and  the  sitting  with  Christ  in  his 
throne,  (Rev.  iii.  21,)  belong  to  the  faithful  and  the  oyer- 
comers  now.  In  the  conviction  of  this,  we  see  St.  Paul 
counting  all  but  loss  to  win  Christ,  as  he  tells  us,  "  if  by  any 
means  I  might  attain  unto  the  resurrection  of  the  dead." 
As  much  as  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  is  more  glorious  than 
the  earthly,  so  should  both  Jew  and  Gentile  now  the  more 
earnestly  press  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  We  may  appeal 
to  every  Jew  now  living,  as  regards  his  highest  good,  it 
is  infinitely  desirable  for  you  to  turn  to  Christ  at  once.  I  f 
you  be  restored  only  as  a  Jew  to  Jerusalem,  you  will  go 
through  all  the  last  great  tribulation  there.  If  you  are 
even  among  the  third  part  then  saved,  you  are  still  only 
in  the  body  of  flesh,  and  in  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  and 
pass  through  death,  till  the  thousand  years  have  ter- 
minated, to  your  rest  above.  But  those  who  believe 
in  Christ  now,  are  come  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  ; 
they  are  among  "  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the 
first-born,  whose  names  are  written  in  heaven,"  (ileb.  xii. 
23.)  and  who  partake  of  immediate,  special,  and  peculiar 
privileges  and  glories,  in  the  millennial  kingdom  of  Christ. 
We  may  appeal  to  every  Gentile  in  the  same  manner. 
There  is  a  sealed  class  exempt  from  the  last  great  tribula- 
tion (Rev.  vii.)  ;  there  are  tlie  wise  virgins,  preparing  for 
the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom,  and  entering  in  with  him 
into  the  marriage  ;  (Matt,  xxv.)  there  are  those  looking 
for  Christ,  to  whom  he  will  "  appear  the  second  time  with- 
out sin  unto  salvation."    Heb.  ix.  28.    Let  us  make  it  our 
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great  concern  to  be  numbered  with  them,  and  to  enter 
■with  them  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord. 

(17.)  In  the  darkest  and  gloomiest  season  of  this  world's 
trials,  we  may  maintain  a  stedfast  and  joyful  hope 
OF  the  finally  happy  and  glorious  issue  of  all 
God's  dispensations.  There  is  an  admirable  sermon  of 
Martin  Luther's,  "  Of  Consolation  on  the  Coming  of 
Christ,  and  the  Signs  that  shall  precede  the  Last  Day," 
on  Luke  xxi.  25 — 28.  After  shewing,  in  a  vivid  and 
striking  manner,  the  present  trials,  dangers,  and  tempta- 
tior.s  of  the  children  of  God,  and  the  triumjih  of  the 
■wicked,  and  the  dishonour  put  upon  God,  and  then  de- 
scribing the  awful  signs  of  the  last  day,  with  reference  to 
those  terrors,  he  bids  us  "  look  upon  those  things  with  joy- 
ful eyes,  as  predicting  not  your  destruction,  but  your  re- 
demption, and  an  unutterable  measure  of  all  those  bless- 
ings, which  it  never  could  enter  into  your  minds  to  desire." 
— "  Behold,  this  blessed  Teacher  knew  better  how  to  in- 
terpret these  signs  than  all  prognosticators  or  astrologers. 
They  foretel  from  these  signs  nothing  but  what  is  dread- 
ful, and  calculated  to  fill  men  with  terror  ;  whereas  Christ 
tells  us  that  there  is  nothing  but  good  predicted  by  them. 
Thus,  behold  this  day  will  not  be  terrible,  but  desii-able 
and  lovely  in  its  appearing  ;  not  however  unto  the  world, 
but  unto  us  miserable  and  distressed  sinners,  who  are  com- 
pelled to  lie  here  in  this  den  of  robbers,  where  the  devil  is 
plotting  destruction  against  us  day  and  night,  ....  terri- 
fj'iiig  our  hearts  and  consciences,  that  we  may  dread  the 
day  of  our  redemption."  It  is  indeed  a  deep  sorrow  of 
heart  to  the  believer  to  see  the  wickedness  and  know  the 
coming  misery  of  an  ungodly  world.  Like  the  Saviour 
weeping  over  Jerusalem,  and  the  apostle  Paul,  having 
"  great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow  in  his  heart,  for 
his  kinsman  according  to  the  flesh,"  the  Christian  in  his 
best  state,  would  do  any  thing  to  save  souls  thus  hastening 
to  destruction  :  but  he  has  dearer  objects  still,  in  the  glory 
of  God,  the  triumph  of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  the 
ileliverance  of  the  afflicted  servants  of  God  ;  and  sees  the 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


99 


duty  as  Luther  says  on  this  subject,  rather  to  "  pity 
afflicted  Christians,  pity  the  gospel,  pity  tlie  most  holy 
name  of  Christ  and  of  God,  in  which  thou  hast  been  bap- 
tized and  called  unto  the  fellowship  of  eternal  life.  . .  .Are 
we  to  suffer  with  a  patient  mind  the  thrice  holy  name  of 
God  and  of  Christ,  and  of  every  thing  which  belongs  to 
them,  to  be  treated  thus  ignominousl}',  basely,  and  crimin- 
ally ?  Are  we  to  do  it,  that  the  kingdom  of  the  devil  might 
therefore  stand,  and  be  established,  and  prevail,  and  the 
kingdom  of  God  be  oppressed  and  overcome  ?"  The  pa- 
tience and  long-suffering  of  God  still  continues,  "  not  will- 
ing that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to 
repentance  ;  "  and  thus  innumerable  precious  souls  in  the 
last  1800  years  have  been  everlastingly  saved  ;  but  this  time 
of  forbearance  has  nearly  closed  ;  and  soon,  as  to  the  world 
at  large,  all  are  concluded  in  unbelief,  and  the  persevering 
wicked  will  be  cut  ofi  for  ever  ;  but  it  is  in  the  result  to 
"  have  mercy  on  all  (Rom.  xi.  32,),  and  that  ultimately 
righteousness,  and  nothing  but  righteousness  may  fill  the 
whole  earth.  In  the  view  of  this,  the  Lord  calls  his 
church  to  its  fullest  song  of  triumph  ;  "  Say  among  the 
heathen  that  the  Lord  reigneth  ;  the  world  also  shall  be  es- 
tablished, that  it  shall  not  be  moved.  Let  the  heavens 
rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be  glad,  let  the  sea  roar  and  the 
fulness  thereof.  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is 
therein  ;  then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before 
the  Lord  ;  for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth, 
he  shall  judge  the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the  peo- 
ple with  his  truth." 

(18.)  The  last  practical  lesson  that  we  would  draw  from 
this  subject  is  this,  the  assurance  of  a  future  eter- 
nal INHERITANCE  OF  THE  EARTH  IN  THE  HEAVENLY 
KINGDOM  IS  A  GREAT  HELP  TO  THE  PRESENT  RIGHT  USE 

OF  EARTHLY  THINGS.  See  how  this  was  manifested  in 
the  life  of  Abraham.  The  promise  made  to  him  was — "  I 
will  give  unto  thee  and  thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land 
wherein  thou  art  a  stranger,  aU  the  land  of  Canaan  for  an 
everlasting  possession,  and  Iwill  be  their  God."  Gen.  xvii.  8. 

H  2 
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He  had  a  promise  of  it  for  the  perpetual  possession,  yet  he 
never,  duiing  his  eartlily  pilgrimage,  received  a  fulfil- 
ment of  it.  Acts  vii.  5.  Heb.  xi.  9,  13,  89,  40.  He  looked 
for  it  however  in  the  better  country.  Heb.  xi.  10 — ]  6.  It 
was,  what  our  hope  is  to  us,  a  good  thing  to  come.  Heb. 
ix.  11.* 

What  an  inspiring  and  ennobling  effect  this  hope  had 
upon  Abraham  !  God  gave  him  power,  and  riches,  and 
authority,  and  he  made  use  of  all  for  the  glory  of  the 
Giver,  the  maintenance  of  righteousness,  the  flow  of  liber- 
ality, the  use  of  his  family,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
oppressed.  Yet  he  lived  wholly  by  faith,  he  confessed 
himself  a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim,  he  made  intercession  for 
the  wicked,  he  had  not  a  foot  of  land  his  own  ;  he  con- 
fessed that  he  sought  a  heavenly  country.  The  promise  to 
Abraham  was,  "  that  he  should  be  heir  of  the  world,  Rom. 
iv  13.  and  the  God  of  the  whole  world  was  his  "sliield  and 
exceeding  great  reward  ;  "  but  the  actual  possession  is  yet 
to  come.    Heb.  xi.  39,  40. 

We  also  are  to  be  followers  of  the  faith  of  Abraham, 
and  so  sharers  of  his  promises.  Gal.  iii.  29.  We  too  have 
hopes  before  us  of  an  everlasting  inheritance  redeemed  for 
us  by  the  blood  of  Jesus.  Heb.  ix.  15.  In  Jesus  it  is  all 
ours  ;  (Heb.  i.  2.  Rom.  viii.  17.)  in  his  coming  kingdom. 
(Dan.  vii.  18,  27.)  "  Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
inherit  the  earth.  All  things  are  j^ours  whether  Paul  or 
ApoUos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 
things  present,  or  things  to  come,  all  are  yours,  and  ye 
are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's.  He  that  overcometh 
shall  inherit  all  tilings."  Rev.  xxi.  7.  Lordship  over  all 
originally  given  to  man  (Gen.  i.  28.)  and  forfeited  through 
Adam's  fall  is  redeemed  for  us  by  Christ.  In  giving  us 
his  Spirit,  he  has  given  us  "  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance 

=f  When  the  apostle  tells  the  Hebrews  (ix.  11,)  in  his  day,  of  Cliriiit  being 
cornea  High  PHcM  of  the  good  things  to  come  [toiv  fteWouraiv  ayaeaiv), 
he  furnishes  us  with  aplain  reference  to  one  of  the  fullest  promises  of  Israel's 
restoration  in  the  Old  Testament  (Jer.  xxxiii.  see  v.  401,  and  thus  gives  us 
another  evidence,  in  addition  to  those  already  noticed  (see  pages  liv. — Iviii. ), 
that  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  by  no  means  seta  aside  the  literal  restoration. 
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\intil  the  redemption  of  the  purchased  possession."  Ephes. 
i.  13,  14.  Every  thing  is  subordinate  to  our  best  welfare, 
all  is  working  for  our  good  :  affliction  itself  "  worketh  for 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory, 
while  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the 
things  which  are  not  seen."  "  Clirist  our  head  is  already 
raised,  and  in  the  heavenly  places  at  God's  right  hand, 
and  in  the  unspeakable  mercy  and  love  of  God,  he  "  hath 
raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus."  Ephes.  i.  6.  Let  us  see  where 
our  treasure  is,  even  in  heaven,  and  so  shall  our  hearts 
be  there,  and  our  affections  there  ;  for  our  conversation 
(^TroXirev/ia,  community,  or  political  society,)  is  in  heaven. 
In  preparation  for  that  state,  we  are  born  from  above,  and 
here  "  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
light;  "  we  use  the  world  as  not  abusing  it  ;  "  whether  ye 
eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God  ;  "  and  power,  riches  and  influence,  possessions,  genius, 
learning,  and  knowledge,  and  every  thing  we  have  and  * 
acquire,  are  talents  given  to  us  to  be  traded  with  for  our 
Lord's  service  ;  preparing  us  for  our  future  kingdom  and 
preparing  the  way  for  that  glorious  time  when  his  will 
shall  "  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Every  crea- 
ture of  God  is  good  and  nothing  to  be  refused,  if  it  be 
received  with  thanksgiving,  for  it  is  sanctified  by  the  word 
of  God  and  by  prayer."  The  possession  of  Judea  by 
Israel  for  ever  also  redounds  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as 
closely  connected  with  tiiis  inheritance. 

The  difference  respecting  the  literal  and  spiritual  resto- 
ration of  Israel  is  a  part  of  that  question  which  relates  to 
the  redemption  of  all  earthly  things.  It  is  the  design  of 
Christ  to  bring  what  is  visible,  and  sensible,  and  material 
into  full  subjection  to  (Phil.  ii.  10,  11.)  and  entire  sancti- 
fied combination  with  the  spiritual  and  invisible  ;  (Ephes. 
i.  10)  a  union  which  has  its  chief  illustration  and  its  great 
assurance  to  our  souls  in  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour.  One  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  indeed  of  this 
question  now  is,  that  the  friends  of  Christ  and  his  foes  are 
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SO  intermingled,  that  they  sometimes  do  not  know  each 
other.  Merely  spiritual  men  and  mere  men  of  the  world 
are  found  unitedly  opposing  those  who  hold  the  fullest 
truth.  The  merely  spiritual  men  deny  the  value  of  sacra- 
ments, or  of  national  establishments,  or  the  grateful  use 
of  earthly  things,  or  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  ;  and  the 
merely  infidel  men  of  the  world,  delighted  with  such  aid, 
join  them  in  the  hope  of  overthrowing  the  whole  of  God's 
word.  But  the  outward  ordinances,  and  the  union  of 
Church  and  state,  and  the  right  enjoyment  of  God's  crea- 
tion, and  the  restoration  of  Israel,  are  as  real  a  part  of 
God's  design  of  love  to  men,  as  the  invisible  and  spiritual 
glories  of  his  church. 

There  has  been  indeed  hitherto,  on  the  border  lands  of 
the  disputed  territory,  a  perpetual  conflict.  But  though 
now  our  world,  beautiful  even  in  its  ruins,  be  in  a  measure 
under  the  dominion  of  Satan,  yet  all  God's  dispensations 
are  more  and  more  ejecting  Satan  from  it  ;  he  is  fallen 
from  heaven,  and  he  will  soon  be  cast  into  tlie  lottomless  pit. 
The  earth  is  redeemed  from  its  enemy,  and  though  it 
has  yet  to  be  purified  in  its  last  fiery  baptism,  it  is  not 
tiien  to  be  annihilated,  but  restored  ;  and  every  step  in 
each  dispensation  has  been  a  step  towards  its  full  recovery, 
and  towards  the  bringing  all  in  the  coming  dispensation, 
whether  visible  or  invisible,  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  earthly 
or  heavenl}',  into  one  perfected  union,  under  one  head  and 
king. 

In  such  a  blessed  prospect,  let  us  live  the  lire  and  do  the 
works  of  Abraham.  Let  us  by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
given  in  full  measure  to  our  Head,  for  our  use,  and  in  the 
fore-anticipation  of  that  glory  when  "  as  kings  and  priests 
unto  God,  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth,"  no  longer  be  in 
bondage  to  eartiily  things,  but  have  them  in  subjection  to 
us  ;  our  own  body  being  first  subdued.  1  Cor.  ix.  27-  It 
is  the  assurance  that  we  are  "a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,"  that  leads  to 
a  life  of  praise  and  constrains  us,  "  as  strangers  and 
pilgrims,  to  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts  that  war  against 
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the  soul."  The  confidence  and  knowledge  that  the  saints 
shall  judge  the  world  enables  us  to  overcome  innumerable 
difficulties,  and  leads  to  the  noble  spirit  of  him,  who, 
while  he  could  say  all  things  are  lawful  for  'me,  would  also 
add,  hut  I  will  not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any.  1  Cor. 
vi.  12.  When  faith  has  drawn  away  all  the  blinds  which 
kept  the  full  light  of  heaven  from  our  dwelling-place,  we 
see  the  real  character  of  all  things  contained  in  the  spacious 
rooms,  as  it  v.'ere,  of  creation,  and  thus  can  behold  all 
those  spiritual  and  heavenly  glories,  which,  as  in  splendid 
pictures,  display  to  us  our  future  and  eternal  inheritance 
and  father-land.  Thus  we  are  even  now  in  part  redeemed 
from  our  bondage  to  the  earth,  and  all  earthly  things  are  to 
us  redeemed  from  a  mere  carnal  use,  and,  however  mean  in 
themselves,  become  types  of  heavenly  things,  pledges  of 
our  interest  in  those  heavenly  things,  and  divine  ordinances 
for  raising  our  hearts  to  them.  Thus  Enoch  lived,  and 
one  short  sentence  describes  the  whole  of  his  holy  life  and 
of  his  happy  end — "  Enoch  walked  with  God  and  he  was 
not,  for  God  took  him."  Thus  may  we  walk  also,  and 
be  cheered  by  the  brighter  hope  of  the  nearer  time  inwhicii 
we  shall  be  caught  up  and  translated  to  our  glory. 

Come  then,  Christian  reader,  and  partake  with  us  of 
this  blessed  hope  and  of  these  scriptural  and  holy  joys. 
They  are  not  the  novelties  of  the  day,  but  the  old  paths 
in  which  the  flock  has  walked  from  the  very  beginning. 
They  are  not  modern  inventions,  but  they  pervade  the 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation.  They  are  not  new 
things  in  Christianity,  tlie  early  fathers  and  martyrs,  as 
you  may  see  at  the  close  of  this  work,  firmly  believed  them, 
and  died  in  the  faith  ^f  them.  They  humble  man,  they 
exalt  the  Saviour,  and  they  promote  holiness.  Search  the 
scriptures,  see  them  plainly  there,  believe  them,  confess 
them,  and  spread  them  through  the  eartli. 
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DISCOURSE  I. 

THE  CONQUESTS  OF  DIVINE  TRUTH  GENERALLY. 

[Preached  in  St.  Patkick's  Cathsdbai,  Dublin,  on  Tkinitt  Sonday 
Aftebnoon,  June  14,  1840.] 

Revelation  vi.  2. 
And  he  went  forth,  conquering  and  to  conquer. 

Christian  Missions,  viewed  as  the  Divine  Spirit  views 
them,  are  a  great  and  arduous  warfare.  The  enemies  to 
be  overthrown  are  very  mighty.  The  conflict  is  long  and 
the  difficulties  are  great ;  but  God  designs  that  in  the  re- 
sult there  should  be  one  fold,  under  one  shepherd,  and  Jew 
and  Gentile  be  one  in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  prophecy  of  the  Revelation  is  the  plan,  as  it  were, 
of  the  divine  campaign,  describing  the  whole  scene  of  the 
war.  The  issue  is  sure  and  glorious,  the  progress  is  con- 
stant and  ceaseless.  The  steps  are  indeed  mysterious,  but 
this  watchword  is  inscribed  on  the  portal  through  which 
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the  armies  of  God  inarch  to  the  field — Conquerhig  and  to 
conquer. 

The  text  is  a  part  of  the  description  of  the  opening  of  the 
first  of  the  seven  seals,  hy  which  God  unfolds  to  his  church 
things  to  come.  It  has  a  direct  reference  to  the  early 
spread  of  the  gospel.  The  white  horse  is  the  symbol  of  the 
primitive  church  in  its  purity.  Tlius  it  is  said,  Zech.  x.  8, 
"The  Lord  of  Hosts  has  visited  his  flock,  the  house  of  Judah, 
and  hath  made  them  his  goodly  horse  as  in  the  battle."  The 
rider  on  the  white  horse  is  the  Spirit  of  truth,  presiding 
over  its  course,  winning  souls  to  the  faith  of  Christ.  This 
corresponds  to  the  description  in  Zech.  vi.  8,  where  we 
have  four  chai-iots  and  different  coloured  horses,  and  they 
are  explained  to  mean  the  four  spirits  of  the  heavens,  which 
go  forth  from  standing  before  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth. 
It  also  corresponds  to  the  mystical  meaning  of  the  other 
riders  on  the  horses  (v.  4.  5.  8.)  The  going  forth  of  this 
white  horse  is  the  progress  of  the  victories  of  truth,  and  its 
conquering  and  to  conquer  shows,  that  its  present  victories 
are  made  the  pledge  of  fuller  triumphs  to  come,  each  vic- 
tory an  assurance  of  future.  Tliis  subject  will  furnish  us 
with  much  encouragement  to  labour  for  the  salvation  of 
Jews  and  Gentiles  : — 

The  words  suggest, 

I.  The  enemies  to  be  overcome. 

II.  The  prolonged  conflict  requisite. 

III.  The  assurance  of  victory. 

I.  The  enemies  to  be  overcome. 

The  real  enemy  is  sin ;  the  transgression  of  God's  law  by 
his  own  creatures  ;  but  its  forms  and  strongholds  are  very 
various  and  multiplied  ;  as  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the 
Devil  may  tempt  and  assail  us.  We  will  view  some  of 
these  leading  forms. 

1.  Jevjish  stuhhornness  is  a  mighty  enemy  to  overcome. 
One  would  have  thought  that,  if  any  thing  could  have 
overcome  it,  it  would  have  been  the  mighty  miracles,  the 
unspotted  puritj-,  and  the  tender  love  of  our  incarnate  Re 
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deemer  ;  but,  notwithstanding;  all  his  miracles,  they  refused 
and  rejected  their  own  Messiah  ;  and  Jesus  himself  "  mar- 
velled because  of  their  unbelief."  And  for  1800  years  this 
enemy  has  been  so  strong,  as  it  respects  the  nation  at  large, 
that  it  has  resisted  all  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  and  the  un- 
precedented troubles  and  treading  under  foot  of  so  many 
centuries.  Though  in  every  one  of  those  centuries,  God 
has  been  gathering  from  among  them  "  a  remnant  accord- 
ing to  the  election  of  grace,"  the  phalanx  of  the  Jewish 
nation  remains  unbroken  and  unsubdued.  Yet  this  whole 
nation  shall  at  length  yield  to  our  Redeemer,  and  mourn 
for  him  whom  they  have  pierced. 

2.  Heathen  Idolatry, — At  the  time  these  words  were  first 
given,  though  some  conquests  have  been  made,  it  was  still 
true,  that  "  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickedness,  darkness 
covereth  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people."  Ex- 
cept in  churches  planted  by  the  Apostles,  the  gospel  was 
but  just  glancing  on  some  few  countries  of  the  earth  ; 
though  even  then  giving  sure  earnest  of  its  further  victories 
and  triumphs. — America  and  a  large  part  of  the  earth  were 
uncheered  with  a  ray  of  spiritual  light.  What  mighty 
obstacles  had  the  Spirit  of  truth  to  contend  with  !  Satan 
was  everywhere  enthroned  in  the  highest  places  of  this 
world,  and  he  is  called  therefore  in  the  New  Testament  the 
God  of  this  icorld.  His  own  worship  was  estal)lished  as 
that  of  the  supreme  government  in  the  chief  nations  of  the 
earth.  Greatly  as  this  horrible  dominion  has  since  been 
diminished,  open  and  avowed  idolatry  is  still  the  religion 
of  tlie  larger  part  of  the  world.  In  the  whole  British  Em- 
pire, with  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  fellow-sub- 
jects, thirty  millions  are  professing  Christians,  thirty  mil- 
lions Mahomedans,  and  seventy  millions  Heathens.  In  one 
of  our  possessions,  among  our  own  fellow-subjects,  there 
are  above  seventy  millions  of  idolaters.  Almost  the  whole 
of  Africa  is  in  idolatry,  vast  regions  besides  in  Asia  are 
idolaters.  China  has  three  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
idolaters.  See  here  one  class  of  the  enemies  to  be  overcome  ; 
those  feeding  on  ashes  themselves,  making  a  god  and  wor- 


108 


RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS  : 


shipping  it,  making  a  graven  image  and  saying,  "  Deliver 
me,  for  thou  art  my  God."  God  has  promised  these  idols 
shall  be  utterly  abolished  and  pass  away. 

3.  Papal  mperstition  is  another  enemy  to  be  overcome. 
When  Satan  could  not  stand  before  the  light  of  Christian 
truth,  he  sought  to  corrupt  it,  and  popery  is  his  master- 
piece for  this  end.  This  corruption  is  clearly  foretold  as 
different  from  the  former  enemies  of  Christ.  Of  the  head 
of  this  mystery  of  iniquity,  it  is  said,  Dan.  vii.  25,  "  He 
shall  speak  great  words  against  the  Most  High,  and  shall 
wear  out  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  and  think  to  change 
times  and  laws,  and  they  shall  be  given  into  his  hand, 
until  a  time  and  times  and  the  dividing  of  times."  For 
twelve  hundred  and  sixty  years  he  was  to  have  chief  au- 
thoi'ity  in  Christendom.  What  an  enemy  has  this  been 
to  the  church  !  it  is  called  in  the  Scriptures,  and  I  dare 
not  take  any  lower  or  feebler  words, — "  the  great  whore, 
the  mother  of  harlots,  and  abominations  of  the  earth, 
drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints  and  the  blood  of  the 
martyrs  of  Jesus."  Though  the  blessed  Reformation  gave 
a  glorious  light  through  Christendom,  the  chief  kingdoms 
of  Europe  are  still  under  the  fascinations  of  the  harlot 
church,  and  drunken  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication.  There 
are  probably  one  hundred  millions  of  nominal  papists  now 
professing  the  apostacy,  but  "  in  one  day,  her  plagues  shall 
come,  and  she  shall  be  utterly  burned  with  fire,  for  strong 
is  the  Lord  God  that  judgeth  her." 

4.  Worldliness  is  another  enemy  yet  to  be  vanquished. 
It  mingles  with  the  church  wherever  it  is  scattered  in  all 
the  earth.  Often  are  we  warned  against  it :  "  Ye  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon — the  friendship  of  the  world  is 
enmity  against  God." 

The  design  of  the  gospel  is  to  raise  our  affections  to 
heavenly  things,  and  bring  heavenly  glories  and  blessed- 
ness to  the  earth  ;  and  for  this  end,  God  scatters  the  seed 
of  his  world  far  and  wide.  But  Satan,  the  great  enemy  of 
man,  by  these  thorns,  "  the  cares  of  this  world,  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  riches,  and  the  lusts  of  other  things,  seeks  to 
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choke  the  word."  Worldliness  has  yet  to  be  driven  from 
our  earth,  so  that,  not  only  our  minds  but  every  thing 
earthly  shall  be  stamped  with  "  holiness  to  the  Lord  :  and 
God's  will  shall  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven." 

5.  The  last  enemj'  I  would  notice  is  unlelief — infiddity. 
Its  ranks  are  very  numerous — some  live  in  avowed  infi- 
delity. There  are  probably  one  hundred  millions  of  Ma- 
homedaus  misled  by  that  base  imposture  ;  and  in  profess- 
edly Christian  lands  there  are  vast  varieties  of  Infidels, 
Rationalists,  Socialists,  Socinians,  and  men  of  ambition, 
of  business,  and  of  pleasure.  Unbelief,  too,  is  the  besetting 
sin  of  Christians  everywhere  ;  so  that  the  office  of  the 
Spirit  is  described  by  our  Lord  as  being,  to  convince  the 
world  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not  in  him.  It  is  said, 
God  hath  concluded  all,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  iii  unbelief, 
that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  all — and  probably  all  the  ene- 
mies of  Christ  may  be  at  last  ranged  under  this  as  the  final 
enemy.  But  this  and  every  enemy  shall  be  completely 
vanquished  and  overthrown  at  his  coming.  Then  "  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."  When  the  Son  of  Man 
comes  there  is  "  given  to  him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a 
kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages  should 
serve  him  ;  his  dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion,  which 
shall  not  pass  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not 
be  destroyed." 

II.  The  prolonged  conflict  requisite. 

It  might,  had  it  pleased  God,  have  been  otherwise  : — as 
God  in  the  natural  world  said,  "  Let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light,"  so,  in  the  spiritual  world,  he  could,  by  a 
single  word,  have  filjed  the  earth  with  spiritual  light. 

But  he  has  plans  of  deeper  wisdom  and  boundless  good- 
ness in  the  gradual  subjugation  of  his  enemies.  He  regards 
the  highest  good  and  the  everlasting  glory  of  his  people  in 
that  arduous  warfare  which  is  needful  for  their  triumph. 

Let  us  notice  the  means  of  this  warfare,  and  the  support 
of  Christians  through  it. 
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The  jieaxs  of  this  warfare  are  spiritual  :  mighty,  not 
by  an  arm  of  flesh,  but  through  God. 

The  'preaching  of  the  gospel  is  the  most  important  weapon 
■wielded  by  the  church.  Of  this  the  Apostle  says,  2  Cor. 
X.  4.  "  Tlie  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but 
mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong- 
holds, casting  dow-n  imaginations  and  everything  that  ex- 
alteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing 
into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ." 
Wherever  the  gospel  is  purely  and  zealously  preached,  God 
gives  an  increase  to  his  own  word,  in  the  conversion  of 
sinners. 

The  written  word  is  another  weapon  full  of  power,  able 
to  beat  down  sin,  and  make  wise  unto  salvation.  We  are 
required  to  take  "  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God,"  and  it  is  a  two-edged  sword,  before  which 
Satan  has  no  power  to  stand. 

The  faith  of  the  church,  in  a  world  which  disowns  God, 
and  amidst  his  multiplied  enemies,  is  a  part  of  our  armour, 
the  very  shield  by  which  all  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  are 
quenched.  This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world, 
even  our  faith.  Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  world,  but 
he  that  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  ?  The  whole 
body  of  Christians  is  exhorted  to  "  stand  fast  in  one  spirit, 
with  one  mind,  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  gospel." 
PhU.  i.  27.  Timothy  is  bid  to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  and  to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

Devotedness  to  the  Lord,  in  an  entire  separation  from  his 
enemies,  marks  the  Christian  soldier.  "  What  concord 
has  Christ  with  Belial :  Come  out  and  be  separate."  The 
Apostle  says,  '•'  When  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in 
me  that  I  might  preach  him  among  the  heathen,  immedi- 
ately I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood  :"  at  once  he  de- 
voted himself  to  his  Lord.  "  No  man  that  warreth  en- 
tangleth  himself  with  the  affairs  of  this  world  :  that  he 
may  please  him  who  hath  called  him  to  be  a  soldier." 

The  last  means  of  this  warfare  is  that  which  secures 
Almighty  strength  on  our  side  ;  "  praying  always  with  all 
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prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit,  watching  thereunto 
with  all  perseverance,"  and  specially  with  reference  to  a 
full  utterance  and  bold  testimony  of  the  truths  of  the  gospel. 

Here  are  our  naeans  of  warfare — all  our  strength  is  in 
the  Lord,  and  the  foolishness  of  God  will  be  found  to  be 
wissr  than  men,  and  the  weakness  of  God  to  be  stronger 
than  men. 

The  support  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  this  warfare 
is  adequate  to  all  our  need  and  weakness  ;  but  it  also  is  not 
fleshly  and  outward,  but  divine  and  spiritual. 

The  promises  of  God  are  first  set  before  us.  Under  these 
promises  the  faithful  in  every  age  have  warred  a  good 
warfare.  The>j  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  they  died 
in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promises,  but  having  seen 
them  afar  off,  and  were  persuaded  of  them  and  embraced 
them.  Their  souls  were  sustained,  judging  him  faithful 
that  had  promised.  Christians,  live  on  the  fulness  of  the 
promises.  0  may  you  know  the  power  of  the  promises  in 
every  step  of  the  Christian  life  ! 

The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  the  divine  and  inward  strength  of 
every  soldier  in  this  warfare.  Amidst  all  his  bonds  and 
afflictions  without,  and  false  brethren  within,  the  apostle 
saj's,  "  I  know  this  shall  turn  to  my  salvation,  through 
your  prayer  and  the  supply  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  Jesus." 
Before  the  Apostle  charged  Timothy  to  "  endure  hardness 
as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he  exhorted,  "  Thou 
therefore,  my  son,  be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus."  To  be  "  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might,"  is  to  be  invincible  amidst  every  attack  of  the 
mightiest  foe,  "  for  he  that  is  in  us  is  stronger  than  he  that 
is  in  the  world."  Most  cheering  too  is  the  assurance  of 
God  that  this  mighty  helper  of  man,  the  Holy  Ghost,  shall 
in  the  last  days  be  poured  out  upon  the  house  of  David, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  as  well  as  upon  all  flesh. 

Nor  is  the  communion  of  saints  an  unimportant  part  of 
that  support  the  church  has  in  its  warfare.  The  salvation 
is  a  Common  salvation  :  Christians  strive  together  for  the 
faith  of  the  gospel,  contending  "  earnestly  for  the  faith  once 
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delivered  to  the  saints."  Their  strength  is  vastly  aug- 
mented by  their  union  under  one  head,  Clirist  Jesus :  as  the 
strength  of  an  army  is  in  its  perfect  union  of  movement 
under  one  commander.  We  are  bid  to  comfort  ourselves 
together  and  edify  one  another.  Oh  that  this  fellowship 
of  spirit  may  be  realized  in  all  its  blessedness  ! 

The  glory  to  come  is  the  last  support  which  I  would 
mention.  This  has  ever  animated  the  Christian  warrior. 
Our  Captain  and  Leader  fixed  his  eye  on  "  the  joy  set  before 
him,  and  endured  the  cross."  His  devoted  servant,  Paul, 
reaching  forth  to  the  things  before,  "  pressed  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus."  To  be  "  heirs  of  God,  joint  heirs  with  Christ," 
what  a  hope  !  the  "  sufferings  of  the  present  time  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  us  ;  "  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens,  mortality  swallowed  up  of  life,  the  crown  of 
glory  unfading  and  everlasting  !  O  what  a  prize  has  God 
set  before  us  !  May  we  be  faithful  unto  death,  and  it  is 
all  ours. 

Such  is  the  support  in  the  prolonged  warfare  of  the 
church  ;  and  animated  by  his  support  we  see  the  army  of 
Christ,  though  faint  yet  pursuing,  and  nearer  and  nearer 
their  final  victory. 

III.  The  assurance  of  victory. 

The  prediction  of  our  text  promises  and  assures  this  in 
two  distinct  views  or  stages  of  progress  :  present  conquests 
and  final  triumphs. 

1.  Present  conquests :  he  went  forth  conquering. 

If  we  look  at  the  past  history  of  the  chui'ch,  it  is  a 
series  of  progressive  victories  over  mighty  and  most  subtle 
enemies.  One  impediment  after  another,  raised  by  Satan, 
has  been  vanquished,  one  woe  after  another  ends  in  the 
still  increasing  kingdom  of  our  Redeemer. 

Let  us  take  distinct  eeras  to  show  this. 

1.  The  conquests  of  the  early  church  were  very  wonderful. 
Judea  was  deeply  sunk  in  Pharisaic  self-righteousness, 
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and  Sadducean  infidelity.  Twelve  apostles,  mainly  fisher- 
men, one  hundred  and  twenty  disciples,  chiefly  of  the 
humbler  ranks  of  life,  commence  the  Christian  church  at 
Jerusalem.  They  became  three  thousand  on  tiie  day  of 
Pentecost ;  speedily  they  count  live  thousand,  then  myriads, 
tens  of  thousands.  The  first  triumpli  of  the  church  of  Christ 
was  among  Jewish  converts.  It  spreads  through  Judea. 
Samaria  receives  Christ ;  Pbcenice,  Syria,  Antioch,  Cyprus, 
hear  of  him.  The  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  is  raised 
up.  Damascus,  Arabia,  Pamphylia,  Pisidia,  Lycaonia,  and 
Cilicia  are  visited  by  him.  At  lengtli  he  enters  Europe, 
by  Macedonia  and  Greece,  and  after  indefatigable  labours 
is  sent  to  Rome,  and  preaches  in  Italy,  everywhere  estab- 
lishing in  Christian  churches,  durable  monuments  of  the 
triumphs  of  tiie  gospel. 

The  Jewish  nation,  alas  !  became,  notwithstanding  the 
pure  church  which  God  had  raised  up  amongst  them,  the 
first  great  opposer  of  the  church  of  Christ  ;  and,  killing 
the  Lord  Jesus  and  their  own  prophets,  and  persecuting 
the  a[)ostIes,  they  filled  up  their  sin,  till  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God  removed  them  as  an  obstacle  to  his  truth, 
and  destroyed  their  city  ;  a  memorable  warning  of  the  sure 
end  of  all  that  oppose  the  gospel,  and  a  removal  of  a  mighty 
impediment  to  its  universal  diffusion. 

Tlirough  three  centuries  of  sufferings,  toils,  and  ceaseless 
faith  and  love,  the  first  Cliristians  propagated  the  gospel. 
Soon  Britain,  Germany,  Spain,  France,  Persia,  Sarinatia, 
l>acia,  Scythia,  had  heard  the  gospel;  and,  at  length,  the 
government  of  the  whole  Roman  empire  became,  under 
Constantine,  Christian.  Satan  was  dethroned  from  his 
seat  of  power :  according  to  the  prediction,  Rev.  xii.  i). 
"  The  great  dragon  was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called 
the  Devil  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world  ;  he 
was  cast  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  cast  out 
with  him,  and  I  heard  a  loud  voice  saying  in  heaven.  Now 
is  come  salvation  and  strength,  and  the  kingdom  of  our 
God,  and  the  power  of  his  Christ."  Thus  the  divine  ap- 
t  I 
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proval  is  testified  of  the  national  establishment  of  Christi- 
anity. 

2.  The  conquests  of  the  Reformation.  For  three  centuries 
after  the  national  confession  of  Christianitj',  under  Con- 
stantine,  the  visible  Church  was  extending  in  Europe, 
Africa,  and  Asia,  amid  all  the  conflicts  of  deadly  heresies, 
till  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  faith  became  fully 
established,  as  contained  in  that  Athanasian  Creed  which 
our  church  this  day  teaches  us  to  use.  Then  Satan,  by 
Popery  in  the  west,  and  Mahomedanism  in  the  east,  sought 
to  corrupt  what  he  could  not  destroy,  and  for  a  lengthened 
time,  though  Christianity  was  outwardly  extending,  Satan, 
by  its  corruption,  impeded  its  course,  till  God  in  his  pity 
and  love,  at  the  lieginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  exalted 
his  true  church  from  its  depression,  by  the  revived,  open, 
and  enlarged  exhibition  of  his  truth  in  the  Reformation. 
Then  the  Holy  Bible,  the  little  book  compared  with  the 
large  sealed  book  of  God's  secret  providence,  was  fully 
laid  before  the  church,  and  by  the  then  recent  discovery 
of  printing,  opened  to  men  in  general.  (Rev.  x.  2.)  The 
light  of  the  gospel  was  thus  spread  more  or  less  into  every 
Popish  country  through  Europe.  The  Protestant  religion 
was  received,  and  had  a  civil  establishment,  in  half  of 
Germany  and  Switzerland  ;  and  was  nationally  established 
in  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  with  a  partial  establishment  in  France,  Poland, 
Hungary,  and  Lithuania.  Not  a  few  in  Italy,  and  in 
Spain  also,  heartily  embraced  it.  Pure  confessions  of  faith 
were  published,  showing  the  largeness  of  the  truth  re- 
ceived, and  the  harmony  of  the  Protestant  churches.  And, 
while  Satan  and  the  stubbornness  of  sin  have  been  afresh 
exhibited  in  the  decays  of  Protestantism,  so  that  much  of 
its  purity  and  zeal  was  lost,  and  what  remained  seemed 
ready  to  die,  and  several  countries,  where  it  had  largely 
entered,  finally  rejected  it  ;  God  was  still,  by  the  colonizing 
of  America  in  the  west,  and  India  in  the  east,  j^reparing  the 
way  for  the  further  triumphs  of  the  gospel. 

.'3.  The  conquests  of  recent  missions  show  that  the  church 
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of  Christ  is  still  going  forth  conquering.  At  the  time 
wiien  infidelity,  lukewarmness,  and  indifference  had  over- 
spread so  largely  the  Christian  churches  ;  at  a  time  when 
lawlessness  had  its  full  outbreak  in  one  kingdom  of  Europe, 
in  the  first  French  revolution,  God  graciously  called  forth 
into  full  diffusiveness  of  good,  another  messenger  of  mercy, 
in  the  spirit  of  missions,  to  diffuse  his  truth  and  prepare  the 
world  for  the  coming  of  his  Son.  "  I  saw  another  angel 
fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  eartli,  and  to  every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  saying  with 
a  loud  voice.  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour 
of  his  judgment  is  come."  These  missions  now  embrace 
every  nation  yet  unblest  with  the  gospel.  As  openings  are 
made  by  navigation  and  discovery,  by  science  and  com- 
merce, into  each  land,  and  even  before  these  forerunners 
of  Christ  have  entered,  the  missionary  goes  and  enters, 
bold  in  faith,  and  establishes  a  Christian  church.  So  that 
now,  in  the  largest  part  of  the  remaining  heathen  world, 
missionary  stations  are  established,  from  which  the  light  of 
the  gospel  is  breaking  forth,  as  a  witness  of  God's  holy  love 
to  all  nations.    Praise,  and  honour,  and  glory  be  to  him. 

4.  The  mcakeninq  of  an  interest  in  the  Jewish  people  in 
the  present  day  is  very  remarkable.  Much  has  already 
been  accomplished  for  their  good.  In  the  diffusion  of  the 
Old  Testament,  in  the  translations  and  circulation  of  the 
New  Testament,  by  the  publication  of  small  books  and 
tracts,  by  a  version  of  our  Liturgy  into  Hebrew,  by  mis- 
sionaries now  labouring  successfully  among  them,  and  by 
the  actual  baptism  of  several  thousands,  a  progress  has 
been  made,  unknown  since  the  apostolic  age.  The  Protes- 
tant churches  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Amei-ica,  as  well 
as  on  the  Continent,  have  testified  an  unprecedented  inte- 
rest in  their  behalf.  Their  national  state  is  now  calling 
forth  the  attention  of  statesmen,  and  the  governments  of 
the  earth.  We  see  all  the  indications  of  those  events  vv-hich 
might  be  previously  expected  to  mark  the  time  drawing 
I  2 
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nigh,  of  their  re-gathering  to  their  own  land,  and  their 
conversion. 

Such  are  the  present  conquests  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
Let  us  then  proceed  onward  to  its  final  triumphs,  and  here 
I  will  show  the  grounds  of  confidence  for  this  end  ;  then  the 
nature  of  the  triumph. 

1.  Tke  grounds  of  confidence  for  this  are  very  numerous. 
Every  prediction,  every  providence,  every  promise,  every 
prayer,  all  past  success,  all  present  blessings,  furnish  an 
earnest,  pledge,  and  assurance  of  this  triumph.  The  per- 
fection of  the  divine  goodness  may  assure  it  to  us.  If  God 
has  commanded  us,  "  Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  over- 
come evil  with  good,"  and  if  every  command  be  but  a 
reflection  of  his  own  beauty  and  excellence,  O  how  assu- 
redly will  he  overcome  evil  with  good  !  If  David  could 
pi'ay  with  confidence,  "  Thou  art  good  and  doest  good, 
teach  me  thy  statvites,"  how  sure  may  we  be  that  this 
goodness  will  not  rest  till  all  ai'e  taught  his  statutes.  If 
God  commands  us  to  love  our  enemies,  his  heart  too  is  full 
of  goodness,  even  to  his  enemies. 

The  greatness  of  the  mystery  of  godliness  assures  us  of  this. 
Think  of  the  Creator  of  all  becoming  man  !  "  God  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh."  It  could  not  be  for  an  object  that 
should  be  left  incomplete,  a  merely  divided  empire  with 
Satan.  The  Lord  of  glory  dying  on  the  cross  assures  our 
triumph. 

The  extent  of  his  sacrifice  furnishes  a  further  ground  of 
confidence.  "  He  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  to  be  tes- 
tified in,  due  time."  He  himself  stated,  "  The  bread  that  I 
will  give  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the 
world."  He  chooses  his  own  church,  his  very  elect,  to 
bear  witness  of  this,  and  they  rejoice  to  declare, "  We  have 
seen,  and  do  testify,  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world." 

The  Almighty  power  of  his  Spirit  is  a  yet  further  assur- 
ance to  us.  What  are  difficulties  ?  Where  are  enemies,  to 
stand  before  this  Spirit  ?  This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  : 
"  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith 
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the  Lord.  Who  art  thou,  0  great  mountain  ?  before 
Zerubbabel  thou  shalt  become  a  plain,  and  he  shall  bring 
forth  the  head-stone  thereof  with  shoutings,  crying,  Grace, 
grace  unto  it."    Zech.  iv.  G.  7. 

And  every  thing  else  is  summed  up  in  the  "  oath  and 
covenant  of  God  :  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else  ;  I 
have  sworn  by  myself,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth 
in  righteousness  and  shall  not  return,  that  unto  me  every 
knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear.  In  the  Lord 
shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified,  and  shall  gloi-y." 
Isaiah  xlv  22,  25.  Nothing  in  heaven,  or  in  earth  is,  or 
can  be,  more  certain  than  this  full  triumpii  of  Christ 
and  his  clmrch  in  the  conversion  of  Jew  and  Gentile  to 
him. 

Let  us  then,  in  the  close,  briefly  notice  the  nature  of 
the  triumph. 

1.  There  is  the  gathering  of  God's  elect  to  the  glory  of 
their  Saviour.  This  has  ever  been  the  blessed  hope  of  • 
his  people.  "  I  will  that  they  also,  whom  thou  hast  given 
me,  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behoM  my 
glory."  John  xvii.  He  promised  when  on  earth,  that  on  the 
appearing  of  his  sign  in  the  heavens,  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory,  lie  would  "  send 
his  angels  and  gather  together  his  elect  from  the  four 
winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other."    Matt.  xviv. 

His  coming,  and  our  gathering  to  him  in  resurrection- 
glory,  are  continually  connected  in  the  scriptures.  (Zech. 
xiv.  .5  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  1  ;  Jade  14.)  "Then  shall  we  in- 
herit his  kingdom  and  sit  on  his  throne,  and  reign  with 
him  for  ever  and  ever."  What  a  glorious  triumph  will 
this  be  to  all  his  believing  saints  ! 

A  second  step  in  this  triumph  is  tlic  "  full  conversion 
of  Israel"  to  Christ.  The  promises  of  this  are  exceedingly 
numerous.  The  11th  of  Romans  makes  it  plain  on  the 
New  Testament  evidence,  vei'se  2C,  "  All  Israel  shall  be 
saved,  as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out  of  Zion  the 
deliverer,  and  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob.  For 
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this  is  mj'  covenant  with  tliem,  when  I  shall  take  away 
their  sins."  Read  the  GOth  of  Isaiah,  to  discern  the 
glories  and  blessedness  of  this  full  conversion  of  Israel.. 

The  third  and  last  step  in  this  triumph  is,  "  tlie  general 
conversion  of  all  nations  to  Christ."  If  such  blessings 
were  connected  with  the  fall  of  the  Jews,  what  with  their 
fulness  1  if  their  casting  away  was  the  reconciling  of  the 
world,  what  shall  the  recover}-  of  them  be  but  life  from 
the  dead .?  Yes,  amidst  all  the  varied  scenes  which  the 
Bible  shows  our  eaith  has  yet  to  pass  through, — blessed 
be  God,  the  consummation  is  "  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness" — the  holy  Jeru- 
salem descending  out  of  heaven  from  God,  and  the  nations 
of  them  that  are  saved  walking  in  the  light  of  it — and 
all  kings  of  the  earth  bringing  their  gloiy  and  honour 
into  it.  "  The  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he 
will  dwell  with  them.  There  shall  be  no  more  curse," 
every  tear  shall  be  wiped  away,  and  God  himself  be  with 
•  men,  and  be  tlieir  God,  and  his  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven. 

Oh!  glorious  consummation  of  the  triumphs  of  Christ ! 
Let  us  rejoice  to  hasten  it  on  as  the  only  true  happiness  of 
our  earth. 

Let  us  seek  to  have  a  part  also  in  the  earliest  and  highest 
glories  of  the  church.  Let  us  remember  that  ardent  desire 
of  St.  Paul,  which  made  him  such  a  blessing  to  the  world, 
and  so  willing  to  suffer,  counting  all  but  loss  for  Christ ; 
"  to  know  him  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  and  the 
fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being  made  conformable  to  his 
death,  if  by  any  means  he  might  attain  to  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead." 

Dear  brethren,  there  is  neither  safety,  happiness,  nor 
glory,  but  in  being  one  with  Christ  and  wholly  his.  Judg- 
ments are  speedily  coming  on  our  earth.  They  must  pre- 
cede this  heavenly  glor3\  "  Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand,  and  bring  forth  works  meet  for 
repentance,  by  following  Christ  at  all  costs  and  sacrifices." 
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Joyfully  also  continue  to  aid  the  progress  of  liis  gospel 
among  all  your  fellow  men.  Nothing  given  shall  be  lost, 
nothing  done,  that  is  done  for  his  name's  sake,  be  un- 
rewarded in  the  day  of  his  appearing. 
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DISCOURSE  II. 

TiiE  saviour's  perseverance  amidst  discourage- 
ments. 

[Preached  in  Caxterbcry,  July  12,  1840.] 

Isaiah  xlii.  4. 

He  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged  till  he  have  set  judgment 
in  the  earth,  and  the  isles  shall  wait  for  his  law. 

Of  all  the  great  objects  that  can  interest  the  human  mind, 
next  to  our  own  salvation,  nothing  can  be  higher  or  more 
important  than  the  spread  of  the  gospel  of  our  Divine 
Redeemer.  Man's  blessedness  and  God's  glory  are  here 
especially  concerned.  We  become  fellow-workers  with 
God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost 
for  the  greatest  of  all  ends. 

While  the  object,  however,  is  thus  great,  the  trials, 
difficulties,  and  discouragements  are  proportionally  great, 
and  there  is  special  need  of  patience.  Zeal  is  apt  to  grow 
languid,  and  love  to  become  cold,  when  the  fruits  are  not 
so  speedy,  nor  the  success  so  full,  as  we  have  hoped.  Our 
graces  need  revival  and  establishment  on  God's  promises, 
and  our  faith  to  be  conlirmed  by  our  Lord's  example. 
Both  are  here  set  forth  for  this  end,  and  especially  the  ex- 
ample of  our  Lord  as  the  beloved  servant  of  God,  and  his 
persevering  love. 

The  two  former  chapters  of  Isaiah  had  been  foretelling 
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the  comfort  and  triumph  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  time  when 
all  should  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  But  what  delays 
were  to  take  place  1  Seven  centuries  before  the  first 
advent,  and  above  eighteen  hundred  years  more  since,  ere 
the  complete  fulfilment. 

The  Lord  seeing  this  trial  of  his  people's  faith,  gives 
the  prophecy  contained  in  the  xliind  chapter.  He  calls 
our  attention  to  that  elect  in  whom  his  soul  delights,  to  his 
meekness,  his  tenderness,  his  unfailing  and  unwearied 
love  in  carrying  on  the  work  given  to  him,  till  all  should 
be  fulfilled. 

Our  subject  is  the  progress  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Let 
us  consider — 

I.  The  great  aim  of  Christ. 

II.  His  discouragements. 

III.  His  perseverance. 

IV.  The  glorious  issue. 

I.  The  great  aim  of  Christ — to  set  judgment  in  tl'.e 
earth. 

His  object  in  sending  his  gospel  through  the  world  is  to 
bring  in  universal  holiness  and  obedience.  Here  is  the 
charter  of  all  our  missionary  labours.  The  gospel  is  both 
a  privilege  and  a  trust.  It  is  a  privilege  in  the  present 
blessing  which  it  confers  on  those  who  truly  receive  it  ; 
and  it  is  a  trust  committed  to  us  that  we  may  further  its 
progress  and  spread  it  through  the  earth. 

In  this  aim  of  Christ  we  have  three  views  of  what  he 
designs  to  accomplish  in  the  progress  of  the  gospel :  its 
sphere,  its  nature,  its  durableness. 

I.  Its  sphere.  In  the  earth.  Not  in  heaven  ; — judg- 
ment is  perfectly  there  already  ;  but  in  the  earth,  accord- 
ing to  the  prayer,  '  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven.'  Heaven  is  full  of  the  goodness  and  glory  of  the 
Lord,  his  will  is  done  there  perfectly,  and  hence  perfect 
blessedness  is  there.  The  earth,  on  the  other  hand,  is  full 
of  sin,  and  so  full  of  misery  ending  in  death.  The  aim  of 
the  gospel  is  not  merely  to  translate  us  to  heaven,  and  to 
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leave  a  sinful  world  unchanged,  but  "to  set  judgment  in 
the  earth  ; "  to  bring  down  lieaven,  with  all  its  light,  holi- 
ness, love,  peace,  and  glory,  to  our  earth.  Its  issue  is, 
"  Behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will 
dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people."  Tills 
blessed  issue  gives  a  fulness  and  reality  to  the  promise,  and 
brings  it  down  within  our  reach.  It  plants,  as  it  were, 
the  ladder  of  blessing  on  earth,  whose  top  reaches  to  the 
heaven. 

Observe  the  largeness  of  this  sphere, — in  the  earth,  not 
in  this  or  that  family,  or  tribe,  or  nation,  but  in  the  earth, 
according  to  the  promise  made  to  the  Redeemer,  (Isa.  liv. 
6),  "the  God  of  the  whole  earth  sliall  lie  be  called."  This 
width  and  largeness  of  the  purpose  of  God  may  be  seen  in 
the  love  of  the  Father,  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave  his  only-begotten  Son  "  for  it :  it  may  be  seen  in  the 
offering  of  the  Son,  "  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the 
wliole  world  ;  "  in  his  promise,  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me  ;  "  in  his  invitation,  "  Look  unto  me 
and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  "  in  the  com- 
mission lie  gives  to  his  ministers,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preacli  the  gospel  to  every  creature  ;  "  in  the 
office  of  the  church,  as  the  light  of  the  world  and  the  salt 
of  the  earth,  and  in  the  promised  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  all  flesh. 

Oh  !  dear  brethren,  how  clearly  by  missionary  labours 
are  we  treading  in  the  path  marked  by  God's  own  hand  of 
love,  seeking  to  carry  the  glorious  gospel  into  every 
corner  where  there  is  darkness  to  scatter  or  souls  to  save. 

Such  is  the  sphere  Christ  aims  to  bless. 

2.  The  nature  of  his  aim  is  that  the  earth  may  be 
filled  judg^nent.  Tlie  term  used  seems  to  jioint  out 
everything  disposed  and  regulated  righteously,  according 
to  the  will  of  God  ;  the  perfect  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Judge  everywhere  established,  and  Satan  and  all  his  hosts 
overthrown.  "  He  shall  send  forth  judgment  unto  truth 
or  victory."  Matt.  xii.  20.  So  the  Holy  Spirit  is  promised 
to  convince  "  the  world  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of 
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this  world  is  judged."  Its  general  meaning  is  universal 
rigliteousness  and  holiness  in  all  its  varied  forms  of  good- 
ness towards  our  fellow-men  and  obedience  to  God.  In  in- 
dividual persons  it  is  repentance  and  faith,  hope  and  love  ; 
in  families  it  is  union  and  blessedness  :  "  I  will  bless  thee 
and  thou  shalt  be  a  blessing."  In  nations  it  is  God  uni- 
versally acknowledged,  and  righteousness  universally  pre- 
vailing. It  is  the  angelic  song  realized  all  over  the  earth, 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good-will 
towards  men."  It  is,  "  whatsoever  things  are  true,  honest, 
just,  pure,  lovely,  and  of  good  report  ; "  whatsoever  things 
make  for  peace  and  accompany  salvation,  everywhere 
abounding.  It  is  the  fulness  of  the  "  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness, which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  to  the  glory  and  praise  of 
God." 

3.  Its  durableness.  The  effects  are  lasting — he  is  to 
set  judgment,  to  fix  it  durably  so  that  it  cannot  be  shaken. 
All  evil  things  are  in  their  nature  destructive  and  perish- 
ing, but  good  things  are,  in  the  gracious  providence  of  God, 
lasting  ;  the  fruits  of  the  gospel  are  permanent ;  "  Ye  have 
your  fruit  unto  lioliness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life."  No 
labour  in  the  Lord  is  in  vain,  the  blessings  are  from  genera- 
tion to  generation. 

But  we  are  now  sure  that  our  Lord  shall  return  in  his 
glory,  that  tlie  eartli  and  the  works  thereof  shall  be  bui-ned 
up  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  ;  and  how  near  that  day  is,  no 
tongue  can  tell.  Undoubtedly  this  is  the  case,  and  yet 
the  works  of  the  Cliristian  built  on  the  sure  foundation, 
the  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  which  he  has  placed 
there,  shall  abide  that  great  fire,  and  he  shall  receive  a 
full  reward.  And  after  tlie  burning  of  our  earth,  "  we, 
according  to  his  promise,  look  for  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness,"  and  nothing  con- 
trary to  that  righteousness.  As  the  deluge  did  not  annihi- 
late, so  the  last  fire  will  not  annihilate.  "  Of  the  in- 
crease of  our  Redeemer's  government  and  peace  there  shall 
be  no  end  :  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  his  kingdom  ; 
to  order  it  and  to  establish  it,  with  judgment  and  with  jus- 
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tice,  from  lienceforth  even  for  ever.  There  is  then  a  per- 
fect blessedness  for  our  world  to  experience  after  that  fire, 
and  this  for  ever.  Oh  how  full  is  the  encouragement 
■which  God  gives  to  patient  labours  of  love,  and  how  last- 
ing are  their  fruits  !  How  should  these  promises  animate 
us  to  meet  and  surmount  dangers  and  difficulties. . 

II.  The  discouragements  of  Christ. 

He  shall  not  fail  nor  le  discouraged. 

The  words  imply  that  there  are  great  seeming  grounds 
of  discouragement — they  furnish  us  with  a  guide  to 
correct  our  expectations.    There  are  serious  difficulties. 

In  our  own  salvation,  we  are  told  to  "  count  the  cost  be- 
fore we  build  the  tower,"  and  it  is  equally  requisite  to  do 
this  in  all  labours  for  the  salvation  of  others. 

The  causes  of  discouragement  are  various  and  great. 
Notice  some  of  the  chief  of  these  causes. 

1.  The  extent  of  the  evil. 

If  we  survey  that  earth  which  is  ultimately  to  be  the 
scene  of  righteousness  and  blessedness,  how  awfully  are  the 
words  of  scripture  verified,  "  The  whole  world  lietli  in  wick- 
edness." The  gospel  went  forth  like  Noah's  dove,  with  no 
rest  for  the  sole  of  her  foot.  It  was  rejected  by  the 
Jewish  nation,  and  then  it  had  to  meet  with  the  unconge- 
nial regions  of  Roman  idolatry  and  the  savage  manners  of 
barbarous  lands.  And  still  it  has  to  contend  with  a  more 
awful  evil,  Christian  idolatry  and  infidelity  in  professedly 
Christian  lands  ;  Mahomedau  pride,  and  self-righteousness, 
and  imposture  ;  Hindoo  deceit,  cruelty,  and  licentiousness, 
and  the  general  mass  of  heathen  superstitions  and  ignor- 
ance, scattered  over  the  world  :  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  Jews  and  gentiles  all  over  the  earth.  In  the  midst  of 
this  world  of  departure  from  God,  the  Church  of  Christ  is 
a  little  flock  still,  and  though  it  has  prodigiously  advanced 
in  1800  years,  we  have  still,  looking  at  the  immense  multi- 
tudes every  where  who  reject  Clirist,  to  ask,  "Who  hath 
believed  our  rejwrt  ?  " 

2.  The  stubbornness  of   sin  is   another  mighty 
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discouragement.  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked."  Surely  if  any  thing  was  calcu- 
lated to  lead  captive  every  mind  and  every  heart,  it  was  the 
mighty  works,  and  the  holy,  tender,  and  gracious 
character  of  our  blessed  Redeemer  ;  but  men  refuse  to 
"  hear  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  so  wisely. 
Though  he  did  so  many  miracles  they  refused  all  his  love, 
so  that  "  Jesus  himself  marvelled,  because  of  their  unbelief." 
When  by  the  mighty  grace  of  God,  the  most  furious  of  the 
persecutors,  Saul,  was  converted,  he  hoped  that  the  relation, 
at  least  of  his  own  extraordinary'  change,  might  affect 
them  ;  but  he  was  told,  "  Get  thee  quickly  out  of  Jerusalem, 
for  they  will  not  receive  thy  testimony  concerning  me." 
What  is  the  description  given  of  sinners  before  their  con- 
version ?  tliej^  are  said  to  be  hewn  from  the  rock,  dug  from 
the  pit,  "  sold  under  sin,  dead  in  sins,"  to  be  as  dry  bones, 
to  be  tliose  that  will  not  come  to  Christ  that  they  may  have 
life.  Instead  of  hailing  him,  sinners  beseech  him  "  to  depart 
from  their  coasts."  All  experience  manifests  this  exceeding 
stubbornness  of  sin.  It  is  hard  to  gain  even  the  attention, 
it  is  harder  to  reach  the  understanding,  it  is  harder  still  to 
touch  the  conscience,  and  it  is  hardest  of  all  to  win  the 
heart  to  entire  devotedness  to  God.  Oh  the  marvellous 
contumacy  of  evil  ;  nothing  but  the  yet  more  marvellous 
grace  of  God  can  subdue  it ! 

The  delay  of  triumph  is  a  third  discouragement. 
Ages  have  passed  since  tlie  rise  of  the  gospel.  It  has  been 
sent  through  the  world,  God's  strength  on  its  side,  and 
largely  accompanying  it,  to  win  men  to  Christ,  and  with  a 
designed  issue  of  triumph  in  the  result.  Yet  Christ  "  came 
to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not,"  and  eighteen 
centuries  have  past,  and  darkness  still  covers  the  earth. 
There  are  vast  regions  that  the  gospel  has  hardly  touched  ; 
there  are  other  regions  which  once  had  it,  and  have  lost  it. 
Where  it  is  still  found,  how  grossly  is  it  corrupted  I  Ma- 
homedanism  owns  but  supplants  it.  Popery  under  its  pro- 
fession is  "  tlic  mother  of  abomination  ;"  infidelity  and  world- 
liness  eat  out  all  its  life  in  protestant  countries  ;  Jewish  un- 
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belief  still  remains.  It  seems  to  sense  as  though  the  Lord 
were  "slack concerning  his  promise";  had  forsaken  the  earth 
and  ceased  to  carry  forward  his  gospel  with  his  mighty 
power.  True,  indeed,  it  is  that  there  is  much  cause  for 
gratitude  and  hope,  and  many  tokens  of  mercy  ;  true  it  is 
tliat  the  delay  was  all  foreseen,  and  men  were  forewarned 
of  the  apostacy  ;  but  still  to  the  sanguine  wishes  of  a  heart 
full  of  pity  and  full  of  love,  and  not  duly  resting  on  the 
truth  of  God  and  the  sureness  of  the  promise,  there  is 
much,  very  much,  to  dishearten  and  discourage. 

The  last  discouragement  that  I  would  notice  is,  the 
COLDNESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  LOVE.  Because  iniquity  shall 
abound,  the  love  of  many  shall  wax  cold.  0  how  painful  a 
view  are  we  compelled  to  take  of  the  church,  even  as  con- 
sisting of  true  Christians  of  various  denominations.  What 
jealousies  and  enmities,  what  divisions  and  strife  every 
where  prevail  among  those  whom  we  have  reason  to  believe 
in  the  main  really  love  our  Lord  !  But,  oh,  how  little 
depth  of  love,  bearing  and  forbearing  one  another,  how- 
little  fulness  of  zeal  for  the  great  things  of  Christ,  and  what 
earnestness  of  contention  for  the  lesser  matters.  The  house 
is  divided  against  itself.  And  while  this  state  of  the  church 
continues,  the  conversion  of  the  world  is  hopeless.  The 
Redeemer's  prayer  must  be  realized,  "  That  they  all  may  be 
one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they 
also  may  be  one  in  us,"  before  we  rise  to  the  fulness  of 
blessing  then  desired,  "  that  the  world  may  believe  that 
thou  hast  sent  me." 

Dear  brethren,  let  me  entreat  you  then  by  the  view  of 
those  difficulties,  to  correct  undue  expectations ;  learn  to 
count  the  cost  and  to  cherish  only  scriptural  hopes,  let  us 
use  every  divine  means  for  gaining  our  blessed  end  ;  but, 
feeling  our  own  weakness,  let  us  be  especially  earnest  in 
seeking  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

That  you  may  be  encouraged  thus  to  act,  let  us  proceed 
to  consider  : 

III.  The  perseverance  of  Christ. 
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He  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged. 

What  a  ground  of  confidence  and  hope  should  this  be  to 
us  !  It  is  one  cause  even  of  God's  delight  in  his  beloved 
Son  (ver.  1 )  that  he  honours  his  heavenly  Father  with  en- 
tire confidence.  This,  too,  may  furnish  us  with  the  most 
lively  anticipations  of  success,  and  full  joy  of  faith  and 
thanksgiving. 

This  perseverance  is  to  be  seen  in  all  the  forms  of  his 
love — let  us  glance  at  the  delightful  theme  in  some  of  its 
more  marked  particulars.    There  is, 

1.  Unfailing  long-suffering  to  the  world.  He 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity.  Sin  is  his  abhorrence 
to  a  depth  and  extent  far  beyond  our  thoughts  ;  yet  is  he 
"  long-suffering  to  usward,  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance."  We  have 
in  the  strong  language  of  scripture  "  made  him  to  serve 
with  our  sins,  and  wearied  him  with  our  iniquities." 
"  What  contradiction  of  sinners  he  endures  against  him- 
self," yet  he  still  waits  to  be  gracious — still  stands  inviting 
sinners,  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden  ; "  a  perfect  example  of  that  love  to  which  he  calls 
us,  "  he  covereth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all 
things,  and  endureth  all  things." 

2.  Unfailing  i-atience  to  his  church.  Look  at 
his  conduct  towards  his  apostles,  and  the  tenderness  and 
gentleness  of  his  dealings  with  them  ;  how  he  defended 
them  when  accused,  how  he  pra^-ed  for  them,  what  kind 
constructions  he  put  on  their  conduct ; — "  the  Spirit  indeed 
is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak  ;  "  how,  while  he  provided 
not  for  his  own  life,  he  provided  for  their  safety,  and  met  all 
their  doubts  and  fears,  after  his  resurrection,  with  infinite 
wisdom  and  love.  It  is  the  picture  of  what  he  still  is  and 
does.  Our  faith  is  weak,  our  perverseness  is  great,  our 
provocations  are  many  ;  well  may  he  exclaim,  "  0  faithless 
and  perverse  generation,  how  long  shall  I  be  with  you, 
how  long  shall  I  sufier  you  !  "  Yet  this  faithful  and  ten- 
der shepherd  of  the  sheep  heals  the  sick,  cherishes  the 
weak,  bears  with  all,  and  having  begun  a  good  work  in 
us,  will  perform  it  to  the  day  of  his  appearing. 
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3.  Unfailing  constancy  of  his  Providence.  All 
power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to  Him,  and  all  is  used 
by  him  for  the  hastening  to  its  utmost  glory  and  fulness, 
the  final  establishment  of  his  kingdom.  All  the  changes  of 
states,  and  the  vast  affairs  of  mighty  nations,  and  the  un- 
folding of  knowledge,  and  the  progress  of  arts,  and  every 
gift  given  to  his  church,  have  a  far  deeper  meaning  and 
higher  end  than  the  wisest  of  merely  this  world's  poli- 
ticians ever  yet  saw.  They  are  all  secretly  but  effectually 
and  mightily  working  together  for  good  and  glory  to  his 
own  people,  and  the  full  triumph  of  his  own  holy  and 
hajopy  kingdom. 

4.  There  is  unfailing  strictness  of  judgment. 
Wherever  sin  becomes  at  length  ripe  and  full,  wherever 

the  gospel  is  perseveringly  and  openly  rejected,  there  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God  our  Saviour,  is,  at  length,  in- 
flicted ;  when  nations  reject  God  and  his  truth,  they  are 
overthrown  ;  when  churches  become  wholly  corrupt,  their 
candlestick  is  removed.  Thus  the  punishment  of  one  is 
made  a  warning  to  others;  that  of  the  nations  of  Canaan  to 
Israel,  that  of  the  Jews  to  us  Gentiles,  that  of  eastern 
churches  to  the  western,  that  of  papal  countries,  in  the 
pouring  out  of  the  vials,  to  us  protestants  in  the  judgments 
now  hanging  over  us. 

5.  There  is  unfailing  sovereignty  of  grace.  He 
shews  all  along  that  he  "  will  have  mercy  on  whom  lie 
will  have  mercy,  and  will  have  compassion  on  whom  he 
will  have  compassion.''  In  the  midst  of  all  he  preserves  a 
people  for  his  name ;  (Oh  may  you  and  I  be  numbered 
with  them.)  He  chooses  and  blesses  whom  he  will,  and 
makes  them  a  blessing,  so  surely  accomplishing  the  num- 
ber of  his  elect  that  not  one  can  be  lost.  Thus  his  purpose 
of  love  is  unfailing  ;  the  covenant  of  his  grace  is  sure  and 
eternal,  and  in  the  fulness  of  time  he  shall  see  of  the  travail 
of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied. 

Oh,  brethren,  let  Christ  be  our  light  and  our  glory,  and 
the  lifter-u])  of  our  head.  What  a  blessed  pattern  has  he 
given  us  of  patient  perseverance  amidst  all  difficulties. 
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Let  us  tread  in  his  steps  in  all  our  efforts  to  diffuse  liis 
gospel. 

IV.  The  glorious  issue. 

His  object  is,  as  we  have  seen,  to  set  jud{?ment  in  the 
earth,  and  an  assured  issue  is  promised  to  him  ;  "  The  isles 
shall  wait  for  his  law." 

Let  us  notice  the  issue  itself  and  the  progress  towards  it. 

1.  The  issue  itself. 

His  aim  describes  the  purpose  of  the  Redeemer,  but  the 
promised  issue  describes  the  changed  state  of  the  world  ; 
no  longer  averse  to  Him  and  alienated  from  his  will  ;  no 
longer  considering  the  law  of  God  as  a  bondage,  condem- 
nation and  terror,  but  truly  converted  to  God.  The  whble 
world  brought  to  this  state  of  mind,  waiting  in  the  attitude 
of  obedience,  to  yield  a  willing  and  joyful  conformity  to 
his  will  ;  waiting  in  the  attitude  of  hope,  anticipating  all 
the  blessings  of  his  righteous  reign,  and  waiting  in  the  at- 
titude of  earnest  desire  for  his  law,  as  alone  calculated  to 
make  men  happy  now  and  for  ever. 

The  extent  of  this  issue  is  opened  in  the  expression,  the 
islts,  the  remotest  parts  of  tlie  earth,  and  then  unknown  to 
the  Jewish  nation.  It  is  like  that  similar  promise, — "  All 
the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto  the 
Lord,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  be- 
fore thee."  It  includes  the  whole  earth  brought  to  the 
blessed  state  of  waiting  for  and  expecting  with  eager  hope 
the  law  of  the  Redeemer ;  each  heart  to  be  his  temple, 
each  family  his  abode,  each  isle  his  dwelling-place,  and 
the  whole  earth  full  of  his  glory. 

2.  Nor  is  this  an  imaginary  issue  :  tliere  has  been  a 
steady  progress  towards  it.  There  have  been  lively  car- 
nests  given  of  it  already.  The  British  isles  themselves  are 
gracious  first-fruits  ;  the  promise  in  its  commencing  state 
is  realised  in  Britain.  Tahiti,  Owhyhee,  and  New  Zealand, 
and  islands  but  lately  discovered,  are  beginning  to  wait  for 
his  law.  See  how  from  the  time  of  Isaiah  to  the  present 
moment  the  mighty  grace  of  God,  with  irresistible  power, 
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amidst  all  obstructions,  has  been  preparing  more  and  more 
enlarged  means  and  facilities  for  the  universal  establish- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  When  was  his  law  so 
diffused  over  the  world  as  now  it  is  ?  Nineteen-twentieths 
of  the  inhabitants  of  our  world  have  his  truth  in  a  lan- 
guage which  they  can  understand.  The  gospel  is  returning 
once  more  to  the  Jews  ;  the  waters  of  Mahomedanism  are 
drying  up  ;  the  vials  of  wrath  have  descended  on  Popery  ; 
the  last  Antichrist  is  coming  forth  ;  the  idols  of  the  heathen 
are  vanishing  ;  soon  the  Jews  will  be  restored  and  con- 
verted. From  England  to  China,  all  through  the  eastern 
hemisphere  ;  from  the  United  States  to  the  verge  of  the 
great  Pacific  Ocean,  all  through  the  western  hemisphere, 
the  feet  of  the  missionary  carry  the  beneficent  laws  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  the  remotest  isles  of  our  earth  have  wel- 
comed his  gospel.  Judea  itself  is  become  an  object  of  in- 
terest to  all  nations.  How  improbable  was  all  this  when 
Isaiah,  in  the  small  kingdom  of  Judah,  first  received  this 
prediction.  For  seven  hundred  years  how  feeble  and  in- 
sensible its  progress.  And  ever  since  that,  it  has  been  a 
conflict  between  darkness  and  light.  But  here  is  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  gospel-day  ;  quite  unlike  all  other  days,  "  at 
evening  time  it  shall  be  light."  And  we  see  in  the  old  age, 
as  it  were,  of  our  world,  all  the  preparations  for  that  "  new 
heavens  and  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 

And  what  is  our  privilege  and  duty,  Christians,  but  to 
have  the  very  mind,  and  to  tread  in  the  very  steps,  of  our 
blessed  Master.  Let  us  not  fail  nor  faint  in  this  his 
gracious  work,  but  go  on  from  strength  to  strength, 
expecting  difficulties  and  obstructions,  but  knowing  that 
not  one  of  them  shall  be  insuperable  or  really  frustrate 
the  gracious  and  merciful  design  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Let  us  "be  stedfast,  unmoveable,  and  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  we  know  that  our 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

Let  us  feel  more  and  more,  dear  brethren,  that  in  pro- 
moting the  salvation  of  our  fellow-men  we  are  engaged  in 
the  very  work  of  the  Redeemer  himself,  and  with  an 
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enlarged  and  joyful  liberality  let  our  whole  souls  be  en- 
gaged in  this  blessed  but  arduous  work.  There  is  a  hidden 
and  secret  but  irresistible  power  and  strength  in  the 
diffused  gospel,  that  makes  even  present  disappointment 
only  the  means  of  the  farther  reaches  of  divine  goodness, 
and  a  fuller  swell  of  overflowing  blessing  ;  yes,  that  spring- 
tide of  wisdom,  power,  and  love,  is  now  rising  that  will 
not  cease  its  flow  till  the  whole  earth  be  full  of  the  glory 
of  the  Lord. 

The  whole  of  this  subject  eminently  applies  to  the 
Saviour's  dealings  with  the  Jewish  nation.  How  clearly 
his  aim  will  be  accomplished  in  their  salvation  !  Isa.  xxvii. 
6.  How  great  his  discouragements  in  their  lengthened 
unbelief !  Isa.  xlix.  5.  How  stedfast  his  persevering 
love  to  them  !  Isa.  liv.  7 — 17.  And  what  an  issue  of 
glory  for  the  whole  world  will  be  their  conversion  !  Isa. 
Ix.  and  Rom.  xi. 
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DISCOURSE  III. 

THE  MIND  OF  CHRIST   RESPECTING  THE  JEWS. 

[Preached  in  Birmingham,  Aprii  16,  1837,  and  in  Trinity  Episcopai 
Chapei,  Edinedrgh,  May  19,  1839.] 

Isaiah  lxii.  1,  2. 

For  ZiorCs  sake  will  I  not  Uold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's 
sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  the  righteous')iess  thereof  go  forth 
as  brightness,  and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burn- 
eth.  And  the  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righteoumess,  and  all 
Icings  thy  glory. 

The  indifference  felt  towards  the  Jews  by  Christians  at 
large  has  been  very  great.  Much  have  they,  in  former 
ages,  been  oppressed  and  injured  by  those  bearing  the 
Christian  name.  The  days  of  open  persecution  have  hardly 
ceased,  and  days  of  neglect  and  unconcern  have  by  no 
means  passed  away.  True  scriptural  knowledge,  as  well 
as  true  Christian  feeling,  gives  the  church  of  Christ  a  deep 
interest  in  the  actual  state  of  the  Jews. 

My  text  speaks  this  with  a  power  and  life  which  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  injure  by  attempting  to  unfold  and  to 
manifest.  It  discovers  to  us,  with  the  most  vivid  light, 
the  Divine  mind.  And  truly  thankful  do  I  feel,  to  be  per- 
mitted, in  God's  gracious  providence,  first  to  open  this 
blessed  subject,  in  this  pulpit  and  in  this  city,  on  a  festival 
of  our  church  so  adapted  to  such  an  occasion. 
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When  we  consider  that  it  is  now  eighteen  hundred  years 
since  the  Holy  Ghost  was  first  poured  out  on  Jews  in 
Jerusalem,  and  so  by  them  the  Gospel  came  to  us  ;  well 
may  we  celebrate  such  a  day  by  stirring  up  Christians  to 
seek  to  return  again  to  the  Jews  the  blessings  which  they 
gave  to  us. 

May  the  Lord  himself  assist  me  to  lay  this  subject  before 
you,  and  may  the  same  Holy  Spirit  be  largely  shed  forth 
upon  us. 

I.  The  person  speaking. 

II.  Those  for  whom  he  is  interested. 

III.  What  he  desires  for  them. 

IV.  The  earnest  expression  of  those  ideas. 

I.  The  person  here  speaking. 

It  is  the  Messiah,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  former  chajiter,  he  is  introduced 
as  the  speaker  in  these  words  :  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God 
is  upon  me,  because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach* 
good  tidings  unto  the  meek  ;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound,  to  pro- 
claim the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."  We  can  iiave  no 
doubt  about  this,  as  our  Lord  himself  applied  it  to  his 
own  person  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth. 

The  remainder  of  that  chapter  is  full  of  promises  of  the 
restoration  and  conversion  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  of  its 
blessed  effects  on  all  nations.  And  now,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  ()2nd  chapter,  the  Redeemer  pours  out  his  fervent 
desires  for  tiie  accomplishment  of  this  all-important  object. 
The  various  expressions  can  have  no  inferior  speaker. 
"  Thou  shalt  be  called  Hephzihah,"  that  is,  "  my  delight  is 
in  her,"  applies  pre-eminently  to  Christ. 

Let  us  see  then,  very  clearly,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
here  speaks,  and  here  discovers  his  mind.  To  know  what 
are  his  views  and  purposes  is  infinitely  important  to  us, 
and  I  will  lay  tiiis  before  you  as  discovered  to  us  in  iiis  life. 

Who  can  adequately  describe  all  the  toils  of  his  most 
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laborious  ministry?  His  disregai-d  of  personal  ease  and 
comfort ;  his  incessant  preaching  by  day  ;  his  nights  spent 
in  prayer  ;  his  not  having  leisure  so  much  as  to  eat  bread  ; 
when  hungry  and  thirsty  himself,  giving  spiritual  food 
and  drink  to  sinners  ;  always  going  about  doing  good,  and 
not  having  where  to  lay  his  head  for  repose  at  night. 

And  what  was  his  mind  in  all  this  ! — the  salvation  of 
Israel.  He  expressly  says,  "  I  am  not  sent  but  unto  the 
lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  His  apostles  declares 
that  "  Jesus  Christ  was  a  minister  of  the  circumcision  for 
the  truth  of  God  to  confirm  the  promise  made  unto  the 
fathers."  He  bids  the  twelve,  "Go  not  into  the  way  of 
the  Gentiles,  but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel."    The  word  was  first  to  be  spoken  to  them. 

And  when  they  rejected  that  word,  what  was  the  mind 
of  Jesus  ?  See  it  on  his  last  approach  to  Jerusalem  ;  re- 
gardless of  the  acclamations  of  his  faithful  disciples  that 
crowded  round  him,  his  heart  was  full  of  sorrow  for  Jeru- 
salem ;  "  When  he  was  come  near  he  beheld  the  city  and 
wept  over  it,  saying,  If  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at 
least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  to  thy  peace  !" 

On  more  than  one  occasion,  he  appears  to  have  thus 
sighed  over  the  city  :  "  0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  which 
killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto 
thee  ;  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  to- 
gether, as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not !  "    (Luke  xiii.  34  ;  Matt,  xxiii.  37.) 

But  when  they  had  rejected  him  ;  Avhen  they  had  cried, 
Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him  ;  when  they 
had  spit  upon  him  and  scourged  him,  has  he  still  the  same 
mind  1  When  they  revile  him  on  the  cross,  and  bid  him, 
with  taunting  words,  "  Save  thyself,  and  come  down  from 
the  cross  ;  "  what  are  his  thoughts  then  ?  Hear  his  words  : 
"  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

But  when  he  rose  from  the  grave,  when  he  gives  his 
last  commission  to  his  Apostles,  what  are  his  directions  ? 
"  Let  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  be  preached  in  my 
name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem." 
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See,  then,  here  distinctly  the  person  speaking  ;  the  mind 
of  Christ  is  the  mind  set  before  us  in  this  text.  It  is  clear, 
whatever  may  be  the  reason  of  it,  there  is  in  the  mind  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  a  deep  concern  for  the  salvation  of 
the  people  of  Israel  in  particular  ;  a  special  regard  for 
them,  as  will  be  yet  more  fully  seen  in  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  this  subject.   And  if  it  be  the  mind  of  Christ, 

0  how  plain  is  the  conclusion  !  it  will  be  the  mind  of  all 
his  followers. 

II.    Those  for  whom  he  is  interested. 

It  is  {oT  Zion's  sake,  it  is  for  Jerusalem's  sake ;  and  you 
will  observe  that  this  is  distinguished  from  the  Gentiles  and 
their  kings,  who  come  in  a  subsequent  relation.  It  means, 
then,  the  literal  Zion  and  Jerusalem  in  its  primary  sense  ; 
the  Jewish  nation  as  distinguished  from  the  Gentiles,  in- 
cluding, however,  all  the  spiritual  seed  of  Abraham. 

We  will  first  briefly  notice,  that  the  spiritual  seed  is  in- 
cluded, and  then  dwell  on  the  literal  Zion. 

1.  The  spiritual  seed.  All  who  believe  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  "  are  come  to  the  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem."  The  Jews,  as  a  dis- 
tinct nation,  as  a  body  of  people,  have,  for  a  season,  fallen 
and  been  broken  off,  that  a  people  from  among  the  Gentiles 
might  be  grafted  into  their  olive-tree,  enriched  and  saved 
through  their  fall.  "  If  ye  be  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abra- 
ham's seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise."  In  this 
view,  we  are  included  in  this  prayer.  For  us  the  Lord  Jesus 
is  now  thus  deeply  interested.  It  is  his  own  word  in  his 
prayer  to  God  before  his  Jewish  apostles  :  "Neither  pray 

1  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on 
me  through  their  word,  that  they  all  may  be  one."  All 
believers  in  Jesus  are  partakers  of  his  promises.  "  They 
are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  of  faith,  that 
it  might  be  by  grace,  to  the  end  that  the  promise  might  be 
sure  to  all  the  seed  ;  not  to  that  only  which  is  of  the  law, 
but  to  that  also  which  is  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  who  is 
the  father  of  us  all." 
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Our  Saviour  here,  then,  includes  his  believing  people  in 
every  age,  and  pouvs  out  the  largest  and  richest  desires 
for  the  full  triumph  and  glory  of  his  whole  church.  But 
this  larger  and  more  extended  sense  of  the  words,  by  no 
means  interferes  with,  or  weakens,  their  more  direct, 
though  more  restricted,  meaning. 

2.  Our  Lord  specially  prays  for  the  literal  ziox. 

The  Jewish  nation,  now  fallen,  now  for  a  season  cast 
away  and  broken  off — for  them  he  is  specially  interested. 
You  have  seen  how  he  was  interested  for  them  in  his  life, 
in  his  deatli,  and  at  his  resurrection.  And  0  think  not 
that  he  has  any  other  mind  still.  We  are  in  great  danger 
of  being  ignorant  on  this  very  point  through  high-minded- 
ness  ;  and,  therefore,  the  apostle,  in  the  11th  chapter  of 
Romans,  dwells  at  large  on  this  subject,  and  charges  us, 
"  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of  this 
mystery,  (lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your  own  conceits,)  that 
blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of 
the  Gentiles  be  come  in  ;  "  that  is,  till  the  number  to  be 
gathered  from  the  Gentiles  be  completed.  "  And  so  all 
Israel  shall  be  saved  ;  as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out 
of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from 
Jacob."  The  Apostle  adds:  "As  touching  the  election, 
they  are  beloved  for  the  fathers'  sake  ;  for  the  gifts  and  call- 
ing of  God  are  without  repentance.  For  as  ye  in  times 
past  have  not  believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtained  mercy 
through  their  unbelief ;  even  so  have  these  also  now  not 
believed,  that  through  your  mercy  they  also  may  obtain 
mercy." 

On  New  Testament  evidence,  then,  you  see  the  mind  of 
God  our  Saviour  respecting  the  Jews.  But  0  let  our  faith 
rise  to  the  undoubted  confidence  that  all  Old  Testament 
prophecies  will  be  literally  accomplished.  God's  words 
are  given  to  be  understood.  Though,  as  the  message  of 
infinite  wisdom,  they  may  contain,  and  do  contain,  a 
farther  and  deeper  meaning,  which  the  wisest  men  and 
angels  themselves  can  but  in  part  comprehend,  they  must 
have  at  least  that  meaning  which  they  convey  at  first  to 
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tlie  simplest  mind.  The  Old  Testament  prophecies  were 
given  to  the  Jews  before  the  times  of  the  Gentile  dispen- 
sation. They  could  not  then  have  understood  them  but  in 
the  letter,  that  Jerusalem  meant  Jerusalem,  the  city  of 
David  ;  and  Zion,  the  mount  where  the  temple  stood  ;  and 
Israel,  the  nation  separated  from  others  for  God  ;  and  the 
truth  of  these  promises  was  to  be  the  anchor  of  their  souls 
in  the  midst  of  trouble  and  darkness.  To  rob  them  of 
these  promises  is  most  hateful  to  God,  as  he  says  in  the 
chapter  before  our  text,  "  I  the  Lord  love  judgment,  I  hate 
robbery  for  burnt-offering."  Our  Lord  himself  in  opening 
his  ministry,  solemnly  cautions  us,  "Think  not  that  1  am 
come  to  destroy  the  law  or  the  prophets." 

The  rejection  of  the  Jews  has  been  literally  and  minutely 
accomplished,  so  tliat  all  men  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  have  sensible  and  visible  witnesses  of  the  truth  of 
God's  threatenings,  and  the  certainty  of  his  judgments. 
And  as  the  righteousness  in  the  threatening  has  been  so 
visibly  accomplished,  we  may  be  sure  that  the  mercy  and 
loving-kindness  in  the  promise  will  be  also  fulfilled  literally 
and  exactly.  To  think  otherwise  would  be  to  have  a  very 
unjust  view  of  the  real  mind  of  Him  whose  name  is  Love. 
The  very  sight  of  their  present  degradation  and  unbelief 
may  be,  to  us  who  believe  God's  word,  a  palpalile  evidence 
of  the  reality  of  their  future  conversion,  and  shew  us  how 
to  interpret  the  innumerable  plain  predictions  which  foretel 
this  their  future  glory. 

III.  What  he  desires  for  them. 

"  That  the  righteousness  thereof  may  go  forth  as  bright- 
ness, and  her  salvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth,  and  the 
Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righteousness,  and  all  kings  thy  glory." 

Here  are  three  blessed  things  :  (1.)  Bright  righteousness  ; 
(2.)  Glowing  salvation  ;  (.3.)  Universal  benefit. 

1.  Bright  righteousness.  — Far  at  present  are  the 
Jews  from  tliis.  And  very  affecting  is  the  testimony  which 
St.  Paul  gives  to  this.  "  Israel,  wliich  followed  after  the 
law  of  righteousness,  hath  not  attained  to  the  law  of  right- 
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eousness.  Wlierefore  ?  Because  they  sought  it  not  by 
faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law."  How  solema 
and  affecting  the  truth,  tliat  wlien  the  righteousness  of 
faith  is  rejected,  all  real  righteousness  is  lost.  As  a  nation 
they  grew  worse  and  worse.  They  "  both  killed  the  Lord 
Jesus  and  their  own  prophets,  and  persecuted  his  apostles ;" 
they  "  pleased  not  God,  and  were  contrary  to  all  men  ; 
filling  up  their  sins,  till  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the 
uttermost." 

Nor,  notwithstanding  their  lengthened  punishment  for 
eighteen  hundred  years,  have  they  returned  to  the  Lord 
and  looked  unto  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourned 
for  him.  But  another  and  a  better  state  is  clearly  pre- 
dicted in  God's  word,  when  the  Jews  shall  become  as 
eminent  for  faith  as  now  for  unbelief,  and  for  righteousness 
as  now  for  unrighteousness.  Then  "the  Lord  shall  be 
unto  Zion  an  everlasting  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory." 
Christ  is  yet  to  be  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel.  In  that 
day  the  promise  is  to  be  realized,  "  Thy  people  shall  be  all 
righteous,  they  shall  inherit  the  laud  for  ever,  the  branch 
of  my  planting,  the  \vork  of  my  hands,  that  I  may  be 
glorified." 

The  Jews  will  eminently  be  "  the  righteous  nation  which 
keepeth  truth."  It  is  emphatically  said,  "  every  pot  in 
Jerusalem  and  in  Judah  shall  be  holiness  unto  the  Lord  of 
Hosts."  The  same  inscription  which  was  on  the  mitre  of 
the  High  Priest  when  he  entered  into  the  Holy  of  Holies, 
shall  be  appropriate  to  the  commonest  use  of  every  vessel 
in  every  dwelling. 

What  a  bright  righteousness  is  this  ?  If  even  single 
Christians  are  the  light  of  tlie  world,  what  will  be  the  blaz- 
ing brightness  of  a  whole  nation  thus  dedicated  and  devoted 
to  God  ! 

Connected  with  this  is 

2.  Glowing  Salvation. — "  And  her  salvation  as  a 
lamp  that  burneth."  Here,  as  every  where  else,  righteous- 
ness precedes  full  deliverance.  The  promises  of  completed 
restoration  and  full  blessedness  to  Israel  are  connected  with 
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being  brought  to  a  righteous  state  of  mind.  Thus  it  is 
said,  "  When  thou  art  in  tribulation,  and  all  these  things 
are  come  upon  thee,  even  in  the  latter  days,  if  thou  turn 
to  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shalt  be  obedient  to  him,  for  the 
Lord  thy  God  is  a  merciful  God,  he  will  not  forsake  thee, 
neither  destroy  thee,  nor  forget  the  covenant  of  thy  fathers 
which  he  sware  unto  them."  All  the  varied  wonders  of 
their  restoration  and  salvation  are  largely  dwelt  upon  in 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament.  Tlie  miracles  of 
their  return  are  described  as  far  exceeding  those  attending 
their  deliverance  from  Egypt.  It  is  twice  i)redicted  by 
Jeremiah  (xvi.  14,  15  ;  xxiii.  7,  8,)  "  Behold  the  days 
come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  it  shall  no  more  be  said.  The 
Lord  liveth  that  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  ;  but,  the  Lord  liveth  that  brought  up 
the  children  of  Israel  from  the  land  of  the  north,  and 
from  all  the  lands  whither  he  had  driven  them,  and  I  will 
bring  them  again  into  the  land  that  I  had  given  unto  their 
fathers."  The  passing  through  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  drying 
up  of  Jordan,  the  feeding  with  manna  in  the  wilderness, 
and  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abednego's  walking  in  the 
fiery  furnace,  may  be  yet  outdone  for  them  in  what  is  to 
come.  "  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters  I  will  be 
with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow 
thee  ;  when  thou  walkest  through  the  fire  thou  shalt  not  be 
burnt,  neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee."  (Isaiah 
xliii.  2.)  "  The  Lord  shall  utterly  destroy  the  tongue  of 
tlie  Egyptian  sea,  and  with  his  mighty  wind  shall  he  shake 
his  hand  over  the  river,  and  shall  smite  it  in  the  seven 
streams,  and  make  men  go  over  dry  shod." 

Realise,  then,  the  wonderful  fact  of  the  Jews  gathered 
from  all  their  dispersions  !  God  has  promised,  and  it  can- 
not fail,  "  I  will  bring  thy  seed  from  the  east,  and  gather 
thee  from  the  west  ;  I  will  say  to  the  north.  Give  up,  and 
to  the  south.  Keep  not  back  ;  bring  my  sons  from  far,  and 
my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Imagine,  then, 
all  the  varied  countries  of  Europe — England,  France,  Ger- 
many, Poland — sending  forth  their  Jewish  population. 
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The  vast  empii-e  of  Russia  yielding  its  stores.  Tlie  ex- 
tended shores  of  Africa  and  India  ;  the  various  nations 
surrounding  Palestine,  as  well  as  more  remote  Affghanis- 
tan,  Bokharra,  and  China,  and  possibly  the  North  Amer- 
ican Indians,  if  originally  descended  from  Israelites,  all 
searched  and  made  to  give  up  every  descendant  of  Israel, 
as  it  is  predicted,  "  They  shall  bring  all  your  brethren  for 
an  offering  unto  the  Lord  out  of  all  nations,  upon  horses, 
and  in  chariots,  and  in  litters,  and  upon  mules,  and  upon 
swift  beasts,  to  my  holy  mountain  in  Jerusalem,  saith  the 
Lord." 

What  a  movement  must  this  occasion  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth !  What  a  burning  lamp  will  this  salvation 
be  !  0  how  will  it  shine  all  over  the  earth  !  If  the 
Christian,  amidst  all  his  afflictions,  and  the  corruptions 
still  adhering  to  him,  and  the  wickedness  of  a  surrounding 
evil  world,  now  shines  as  "  a  light  in  the  world,  holding 
forth  the  word  of  life,"  what  will  the  light  of  Israel  be, 
■when  God  appears  by  his  mighty  miracles  in  their  behalf, 
and  they  become  distinguished  as  the  righteous  nation. 

2.  Universal  Benefit. — *'  The  Gentiles  shall  see  thy 
righteousness,  and  all  kings  thy  glory." 

The  testimony  of  the  scriptures  is  very  full,  that  the 
conversion,  restoration,  and  future  glory  of  the  Jews, 
will  be  the  means  which  God  will  use  for  the  universal 
conversion  of  the  Gentiles  to  Christ.  The  Psalmist  thus 
addresses  God  :  "  Thou  shalt  arise  and  have  mercy  upon 
Sion  ;  so  the  heathen  shall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
all  the  kings  of  the  earth  thy  glory."  In  a  former  chapter 
Isaiah  testifies,  "  The  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and 
kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising."  Nay,  how  strongly 
God  speaks,  "  I  will  cause  the  captivity  of  Judah,  and  the 
captivity  of  Israel  to  return,  and  will  build  them  as  at  the 
first,  and  I  will  cleanse  them  from  all  their  iniquity.  And 
it  shall  be  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise  and  an  honour 
before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  which  shall  hear  all  the 
good  that  I  do  unto  them." 

We  owe  the  present  diffusion  of  the  gospel  to  the  cast- 
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ing  away  of  the  Jews  ;  but  their  restoration  sliall  be  as 
life  from  the  dead  to  the  whole  world.  Now  Christ  is  the 
light  of  the  Gentiles,  but  so  greatly  will  he  manifest  him  - 
self,  that  he  will  be  the  glory  of  his  people,  and  through 
them  will  bless  the  whole  earth. 

There  is,  then,  a  largeness  and  fulntss  in  the  object 
which  our  Saviour  desires,  of  unspeakable  moment  and 
blessedness  to  the  whole  earth.  0  that  we  may  rise  to 
the  grand  comprehensiveness  of  the  mind  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  this  blessed  hope. 

Let  us  view  the  subject,  not  with  the  mere  reasoning  of 
a  carnal  mind,  but  with  the  full  light  and  warrant  of  true 
scriptural  faith. 

IV.  The  earnest  expression  of  those  desires. 
"  I  will  not  hold  my  peace — I  will  not  rest."    Let  us 
consider  here, 

1.  The  reason  of  these  expressions. — Look  at  the 
Jews  now.  See  their  scattered,  degraded  state.  Look  at 
them  from  the  time  of  Isaiah  till  now,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  years.  See  Israel  carried  captive  by  the  king  of 
Assyria,  and  never  restored.  Judah  carried  captive  by  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  but  partially  restored,  and  that 
remnant  carried  into  a  more  lengthened  captivity  by  the 
Romans,  and  now  for  eighteen  hundred  years  oppressed,in- 
sulted,  a  proverb  and  by-word,  and  everywhere  trodden 
under  foot.  See  the  lengthened  treading  down  of  Jerusa- 
lem by  the  Gentiles.  Hear  his  expression,  "  This  is  Ziou 
whom  no  man  careth  for."  Hear  her  own  lamentations, 
"  Zion  said.  The  Lord  hath  forsaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath 
forgotten  me."  But  is  it  really  so  ?  0  far  from  it.  To 
meet  all  these  desponding  circumstances,  to  assure  the 
heart  of  God's  people,  the  tenderest  and  strongest  expres- 
sions are  used.  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her  sucking-child, 
that  she  should  not  have  compassion  upon  the  son  of  her 
womb  1  Yea,  she  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee. 
Behold,  I  have  graven  thee  on  the  palms  of  my  hands, 
thy  walls  are  continually  before  me."  So  hear  again  God's 
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expostulations  :  "  Why  sayest  thou,  0  Jacob,  and  speak- 
est,  0  Israel,  my  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my  judg- 
ment is  passed  over  from  my  God  ?  "  This  inquiry  is 
met  by  a  statement  of  the  deep  and  extended  purposes  of 
God.  "  Hast  thou  not  known,  hast  thou  not  heard,  that 
the  everlasting  God,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary  ;  there  is  no  searching  of 
his  understanding."  And  then  he  afterwards  proceeds  to 
shew  his  ultimate  purposes  of  mercy.  And  so  in  our  text, 
to  strengthen  their  faith  amid  peculiar  difficulties  we  have 
the  strongest  divine  assurance  of  continued  interest  and 
exertion. 

2.  The  corresponding  actings  of  the  redeemer, 
— The  desired  object  is  carrying  on  by  the  Redeemer  even 
now.  It  is  but  a  limited  view  that  we  can  gain  of  this, 
but  even  that  limited  view  may  shew  us  the  wonders  of 
God's  grace.  I  pass  by  that  intercession  which  our 
Redeemer  is  ever  making  for  Israel.  Pray  for  the  peace 
of  Jerusalem,  is  his  direction  to  us  ;  and  prayers  for  Israel, 
it  is  clear  from  the  expression,  "I  will  not  hold  my 
peace,"  mark  his  present  actings  for  Jerusalem  in  inter- 
cession above. 

But  let  us  notice,  1st.  The  outward  actings  of  his 
PROVIDENCE.  Wliere  tliere  is  a  great  and  lasting  good  to 
be  produced,  a  long  previous  preparation  is  required.  The 
humiliation  and  conviction  for  sin  must  be  deep  and 
lengthened,  where  the  righteousness  is  to  be  bright,  and 
the  salvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth.  In  the  low  ground 
of  humilitj'  will  be  found  the  rich  soil  to  bear  the  abundant 
fruits  of  righteousness  :  400  years  of  depression  prepared 
the  way  for  their  first  conquest  of  Canaan,  and  their  being 
the  depositories  of  God's  word  for  the  world  ;  2500  years 
of  depression  prepare  the  way  for  their  permanent  posses- 
sion of  Canaan,  and  their  being  the  living  exhibition  of  a 
righteous  nation  to  bless  the  whole  earth. 

2nd.  The  effectual  communications  of  his  Spirit 
have  also  been  given  from  age  to  age  to  the  Jews.  We 
this  day  celebrate  the  first  outpouring  of  that  Spirit,  and 
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in  this  may  clearly  discern  the  acting  of  the  Redeemer  ac- 
cording to  his  prayer.  His  apostles  according  to  his  direc- 
tion, preach  first  to  the  Jews.  Myriads  of  them  receive 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  gift  of  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins.  What  a  glorious  church  was  the  primitive  church 
at  Jerusalem  !  it  is  yet  unequalled  in  deadness  to  the 
world,  union,  love,  and  joy. 

But  the  nation  still  rejecting  their  Messiah,  to  provoke 
them  to  jealous]! ,  the  gospel  is  sent  to  us  Gentiles.  Nor  are 
they  even  yet  wholly  rejected.  God  hath  not  cast  away  his 
people.    In  every  age  Jews  have  been  converted  to  Christ. 

The  Gentiles,  indeed,  chiefly  receive  him,  and  bring 
forth  fruits,  but  the  very  way  in  which  they  are  welcomed 
shows  the  love  of  Jesus  to  Israel,  and  his  acting  for  them. 
They  are  grafted  into  the  Jewish  olive-tree.  Thus  the 
Jews,  though  now  broken  off^  literally,  yet  spiritually  are 
multiplying  as  the  sand  on  the  sea-shore.  What  is  every 
believer  in  Jesus  but  a  son  of  Abraham  ?  What  are  all 
the  Churches  of  Christ  among  the  Gentiles  but  the  seed  of 
Abraham  ?  What  is  the  Saviour's  prayer  for  his  people, 
both  from  Jew  and  Gentile  1 — That  they  all  may  be  one. 
And  when  Israel  is  restored,  and  when  the  saints  are 
gathered,  and  when  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  is  completed, 
what  will  be  the  enraptured  triumphs  of  the  Jewish  church 
looking  back  on  the  time  of  its  widowhood,  and  seeing 
that,  in  that  very  time,  the  Lord  was  doing  so  much  for 
her  !  "  Thou  shalt  say  in  thine  heart,  Who  hath  begotten 
me  these,  seeing  I  have  lost  my  children  and  am  desolate, 
a  captive,  and  removing  to  and  fro  1  And  who  hath 
brought  up  these  ?  Behold  I  was  left  alone  ; — these,  where 
had  they  been  ?  "  O  how  deep  are  the  counsels  of  Jehovah  ! 
How  unsearchable  the  riches  of  his  love  !  He  himself 
testifies  to  the  Jews  :  "  Ye  sliall  be  comforted  concerning 
the  evil  tliat  I  have  brought  upon  Jerusalem,  even  concern- 
ing all  that  I  have  brought  upon  it.  And  they  shall  com- 
fort you,  when  ye  see  their  ways  and  their  doings,  and  ye 
shall  know  that  I  have  not  done  without  cause  all  that  I 
have  done  in  it.    Ye  shall  be  satisfied,  and  praise  the 
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name  of  your  God,  that  hath  dealt  wondrously  with 
you." 

The  glorious  results  of  God's  purposes  are  set  before  us 
in  the  two  last  chapters  of  Revelation,  in  those  "new  hea- 
vens and  that  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness," 
and  that  heavenly  Jerusalem  of  which  it  is  said,  "  The 
nations  of  them  that  are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of 
it,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and 
honour  into  it." 

3.  The  effect  these  things  should  have  upon  us. 
Need  I  dwell  upon  this?  If  there  be  such  glories  to  come 
to  our  world  through  the  Jews,  the  deepest  and  highest 
benevolence  to  your  fellow-men  calls  you  to  help  in  their 
conversion  and  salvation.  If  the  destinies  of  the  world 
are  bound  up  in  their  future  glory,  what  believer  in  God's 
word  can  be  indifferent  to  them  1  Or  again,  Christians, 
you  who  love  your  Redeemer,  M'ho  see  him  chief  among 
ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely  ;  who  desire,  above  all 
things,  the  mind  of  Christ,  see  what  is  true  wisdom  in 
your  desires  and  labours  for  the  good  of  others,  by  this  ex- 
pression of  your  Redeemer's  mind. 

O  contrast,  for  a  moment,  the  mind  of  Christians  in 
past  ages,  and  the  mind  of  Christ.  In  our  mind,  what 
indifference,  what  neglect,  what  scorn,  what  contempt, 
what  insults,  what  injury  !  In  the  mind  of  Jesus,  what 
patient,  self-sacrificing,  unwearied,  persevering  love  !  The 
mind  of  Christ  must  mark,  does  mark,  his  most  devoted 
followers.  The  strongest  expressions  of  feeling  for  others 
in  the  scriptures  are  on  this  very  point.  Paul  declares,  "  I 
say  the  truth  in  Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bear- 
ing me  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  hea- 
viness and  continual  sorrow  in  my  heart,  for  I  could  wish 
that  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren, 
my  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh.  Brethren,  my  heart's 
desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is  that  they  might  be 
saved."  And  can  we  he  indifferent  to  that  which  thus 
interests  our  Divine  Redeemer  and  the  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ? 
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0  the  emptiness  of  this  world's  wisdom,  that  affects  to 
despise  the  Jews  as  of  no  importance  !  Let  us  have  faith 
in  God's  word.  Let  us  rise  to  the  full  giovy  promised  to 
his  church  through  them,  and  rejoice  to  take  our  full  part 
in  a  work  thus  dear  to  Christ  and  his  most  devoted 
servants. 

And  thanks  be  to  God  that  he  is  putting  this  spirit  into 
his  churches.  It  was  to  me  a  source  of  peculiar  joy  to  find 
that  our  sister  established  church  in  this  country  had,  as 
a  church,  sent  forth  a  deputation  of  devoted  men  to  seek 
the  good  of  Israel.  May  the  fullest  blessing  rest  on  this 
truly  scriptural  work  of  Christian  love. 
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DISCOURSE  IV. 

THE  MIND  OF  CHRIST  GIVEN  TO  HIS  PEOPLE. 

[Preached  in  Teinitt  Episcopai  Chapel,  Edinburgh,  Mat  19,  1839,  and 
IN  Carlisle.  Aug.  23,  1S40.] 

Isaiah  lxvii.  6,  7. 

I  have  set  watckrtien  iifon  thy  walls,  0  Jerusalem,  which  shall 
never  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night.  Ye  that  make  men- 
tion of  the  Lord,  keep  not  silence,  and  give  him  no  rest,  till 
he  establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth. 

The  prophecy  whence  these  words  are  taken  is  one  of 
peculiar  interest.  It  contains  the  first  opening  of  the  gos- 
pel message  by  our  Lord  himself  in  the  synagogue  of  Naz- 
areth. It  gives  the  fullest  statement  of  his  gracious  mis- 
sion, the  clearest  intimation  of  his  heart  and  mind  in  visit- 
ing his  own  people,  and  in  the  general  preaching  of  the 
gospel.  He  was  anointed  "  to  preach  good  tidings  unto 
the  meek,"  he  was  sent  "  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted, 
to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  them  that  are  bound,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  Lord  ;  "  to  commence,  carry  on,  and  perfect  a 
work  which  issues  in  the  glory  of  Israel,  and  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  whole  earth. 

We  may  see,  then,  the  importance  of  this  prophecy  at 
all  times,  and  especially  now,  when  the  dawn  of  its  glori- 
ous fulfilment  seems  dimly  in  the  distance  to  appear. 
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I  would  direct  your  attention  to  three  truths  sug:gested 
by  this  text. 

I.  Messiah's  enlarging  expressions  of  zeal  for  Jerusalem. 

II.  The  gracious  promise  announced. 

III.  The  urgent  duty  to  which  we  are  called. 

I.  Messiah's  growing  expressions  of  zeal  for 
Jerusalem. 

The  61  stand  62nd  chapters  are  one  continued  address 
from  our  Lord  Christ,  He  is  the  speaker  throughout.  He 
appropriated  to  himself  the  first  verses  of  the  61st  chapter, 
saying  in  the  synagogue,  when  the  eyes  of  all  were  fas- 
tened on  him,  "  This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  in  your 
ears  ;  and  all  bare  him  witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gra- 
cious words  which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth." 

But  Israel  rejected  their  Lord  and  Redeemer  ;  "  he  came 
unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not."  Our  Saviour 
foresaw  the  bitter  fruits  following  this  rejection,  and  wept 
over  Jerusalem.  How  affecting  from  time  to  time  his  ex- 
pressions !  "  O  that  thou  hadst  known,  even  in  this  thy 
day,  the  things  belonging  to  thy  peace.  Behold,  your 
house  is  left  unto  you  desolate.  Jerusalem  shall  be  trod- 
den down  of  the  Gentiles,  till  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be 
fulfilled.  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but 
weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children."  In  the  midst 
of  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  the  righteousness  also  of  God 
was  awfully  exhibited.  Their  sin  being  filled  up,  "  the 
wrath  of  God  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermost,"  till,  ac- 
cording to  the  prediction  of  Isaiah,  "  the  city  was  wasted 
without  inhabitant,  and  the  houses  without  man,  and  the 
land  was  utterly  desolate,  and  men  were  i-emoved  far  away." 

Thus  the  day  of  vengeance  was  associated  with  the  ac- 
ceptable year;  a  day,  as  it  respects  the  Jewish  nation,  that 
has  lasted  1800  years,  and  is  not  yet  terminated. 

What  was  the  design  of  this  i  The  apostle  asks,  "  Have 
they  stumbled,  that  they  should  fall?  God  forbid,  but 
rather  through  their  fall  salvation  is  come  unto  the  Gen- 
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tiles,  to  provoke  them  to  jealousy."  There  is  mercy  yet  in 
store  for  them. 

The  Redeemer's  eye  of  love,  eagerly  desiring  their  good, 
looks  beyond  their  fall  to  the  time  of  recovery,  and  re- 
joices in  the  comfort  they  should  then  receive.  With  him  a 
thousand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  he  sees  in  the  distance 
(v.  6,  7.)  "  the  building  of  the  old  wastes  and  the  raising 
up  of  former  desolations,"  and  the  double  honour  for  shame, 
and  the  everlasting  joy  for  confusion  :  the  exaltation  shall 
be  as  high  as  the  humiliation  has  been  deep. 

The  length  of  delay  indeed,  which  raises  difficulties  in 
our  minds,  is  only  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  pi"o- 
mise  ;  for  it  was  from  the  first  in  the  mind  of  the  Re- 
deemer. If  their  rejection  had  not  been  long,  how  could 
the  Lord  have  fulfilled  those  words  ;  they  shall  build  the 
old  wastes,  the  desolations  of  many  generations.  The 
lapse  of  years  only  confirms  the  depth  of  his  counsel  and 
the  truth  of  his  word.  In  the  midst  of  this  joj'ful  prospect 
of  good  to  Zion,  the  Lord  sees  the  wrong  done  to  the  Jews, 
and  utters  tliis  sharp  reproof.  "  I  the  Lord  love  judgment  ; 
I  hate  robbery  for  burnt  offering,  and  I  will  direct  their 
work  in  truth,  and  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with 
them."  For  centuries  upon  centuries.  Christians,  under 
the  assumption  of  superior  spiritual  discernment,  and  the 
pretext  of  more  spiritual  views,  have  been  robbing  the 
Jews  of  all  right  and  interest  in  these  promises  expressly 
made  to  them.  Though  St.  Paul  has  explicitly  applied 
them,  in  the  11th  of  Romans,  to  the  literal  Israel  ;  from 
age  to  age  Christians  have  been  exclusively  applying  them 
only  to  themselves,  and  thinking  that  they  have  given  by 
this  a  great  evidence  of  their  spirituality,  and  rendered  tlie 
word  of  God  much  more  perfect,  and  done  an  acceptable 
service  to  the  Lord.  All  Christians  have  indeed,  through 
faith  in  Jesus,  a  title  to  the  spiritual  blessings  ;  but  they 
have  become  high-minded,  forgetting  the  solemn  warning 
of  the  apostle,  "  ]5oast  not  against  the  branches,  for  if  thou 
boast,  thou  bearest  not  the  root,  but  the  root  thee." 

The  very  wresting  of  these  promises  becomes,  then,  a 
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motive  with  Jehovali  for  their  fulfilment.  His  promised 
mercies  are  the  highest  portion  of  a  people.  God  hates  the 
stinting  of  his  mercies,  and  the  setting  of  narrow  bounds 
to  his  love.  The  Gentiles  having  disbelieved  his  love  to 
Israel,  shall  therefore  see  that  love  in  its  fulness.  "  Their 
seed  shall  be  known  among  the  Gentiles,  and  their  off- 
spring among  the  people  ;  all  that  see  them  shall  ac- 
knowledge them,  that  they  are  the  seed  which  the  Lord 
hath  blessed." 

In  the  two  next  verses,  tlie  10th  and  11th,  we  have  a 
farther  stage  of  the  prophecy.  The  glory  of  his  people  ap- 
proaching, Christ  utters  the  exulting  song,  "  I  will  greatly 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  my  God,  for 
he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  salvation  ;  he 
hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness."  I  apply 
this  to  Christ  himself.  "They  shall  hang  upon  him  all 
the  glory  of  his  Father's  house,  the  offspring  and  issue." 
Isaiah  xxii.  24.  "  He  shall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
and  he  shall  bear  the  glory."  Zech.  vi.  1.3.  He  it  is  then 
that  exults  in  the  prospect  of  that  joy  and  glory  which  will 
accrue  to  him  in  the  happiness  of  his  people. 

From  this  triumphant,  jo^'ful  prospect  of  faith  our  Lord 
proceeds  to  fervent  intercession.  "  For  Zion's  sake  I  will 
not  hold  my  peace  ;  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  will  not  rest, 
until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness,  and 
the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth."  This  shews 
that,  amidst  all  apparent  delay's  and  lengthened  desolation, 
he  is,  however  hidden  it  be  from  men's  eyes,  unceasingl}^ 
pursuing  that  which  in  the  result  shall  make  them  a  righ- 
teous nation,  to  inherit  the  land  for  ever.  The  Lord  is 
taking  the  surest  and  the  wisest  method  to  bring  on  that 
glorious  issue  of  his  purposes,  so  often  foretold. 

From  intercession  our  Lord  proceeds  to  renewed  and 
fuller  promises.  "  The  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righteous- 
ness, and  all  kings  thy  glory."  The  choicest  and  highest 
figures  of  exaltation  and  blessedness  are  used,  the  crown 
of  glory,  the  royal  diadem,  delight,  rejoicing,  bridal 
gladness,  married  happiness  :  God  thus  joying  in  Zion, 
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and  glorified  in  her  glory.  Such  are  the  rich  and  varied 
emblems,  and  such  the  wonderful  truth  which  they  convey. 

At  length  the  time  to  favour  Zion  draws  nigh.  The  love 
of  Christ,  like  Joseph's,  shut  up  in  secret  for  a  prolonged 
period,  a  period  of  now  nearly  2500  years,  overflows  into 
the  hearts  of  his  servants,  fills  them  with  the  like  spirit,  and 
awakens  in  them  the  like  desires,  reveals  to  them  his  own 
longing,  opens  to  them  his  free  promises,  leads  them  to 
take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and  favour  her  dust,  and 
thus  gives  them  a  token  that  the  time  of  his  promises  is 
drawing  nigh.  "  I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  0 
Zion,  which  shall  never  hold  their  peace." 

It  is  the  correspondence  of  the  signs  of  the  times  to  this, 
which  leads  me  to  call  your  attention  to-day  to  this  pas- 
sage of  God's  word.    Let  us  consider 

II.  The  gracious  promise  announced. 

/  have  set  tcatchmen. 

God's  freest  mercies  come  throngh  appointed  means. 
The  deliverance  of  Zion  is  accomplished  through  the 
appointment  of  watchmen,  and  their  fervent  prayers. 

In  considering  this  promise  of  watchmen,  we  will  notice 
their  office,  their  station,  their  charge,  and  the  signs  of  its 
accomplishment. 

1.  Their  office. — The  watchmen  seem  especially  in- 
tended to  point  out  the  ministers  of  Christ,  yet  not  exclu- 
sively ;  all  who  are  his  true  servants  and  receive  the  hope 
and  wait  for  the  consolation  of  Israel  are  included.  Our 
Lord's  direction  is  universal,  "What  I  say  unto  you,  I  say 
unto  all,  Watch."  The  office  of  the  watchman  is  to  foresee 
and  forewarn  of  enemies,  to  look  to  the  hills  and  distant 
mountains,  and  give  notice  of  approaching  succour.  Psalm 
cxxi.  Another  part  of  the  office  is  to  announce  the  ap- 
proach of  the  morning.  "  My  soul,"  says  David,  "  waiteth 
for  the  Lord  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning." 
Men  fulfilling  this  office  are  here  promised,  the  eye  of  the 
watchman  shall  be  intent  on  the  fall  of  that  which  has 
ever  been  the  great  enemy  of  the  Jews,  the  mystical 
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Babylon  or  the  Roman  empire.  On  the  accomplishment 
of  this  we  find  in  Rev.  xix.  the  Jewish  Hallelujah  again 
heard  in  the  songs  of  the  church.  We  have  a  striking  de- 
scription of  this,  Isaiah  xxi.  6 — 9  ;  "  The  Lord  said  unto 
me,  Go,  set  a  watchman,  let  him  declare  what  he  seeth. 
And  he  saw  a  chariot  with  a  couple  of  horsemen,  a  chariot 
of  asses,  and  a  chariot  of  camels  (apparently  alluding  to 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  ;)  and  he 
hearkened  diligently  with  much  heed.  And  he  cried,  A 
lion  ;  my  Lord,  I  stand  continually  upon  my  watch-tower 
in  the  day-time,  and  I  am  set  in  my  ward  whole  nights  ; 
and,  behold,  here  cometh  a  chariot  of  men  with  a  couple 
of  horsemen.  And  he  answered,  and  said,  Babylon  is  fal- 
len, is  fallen  ;  and  all  the  graven  images  of  her  gods  he 
hath  broken  unto  the  ground."  The  drying  up  of  the 
mystic  Euphrates  is  to  us  a  leading  symptom,  preceding 
the  fall  of  Babylon,  denoting  by  consent  of  interpreters 
long  ago,  the  wasting  of  the  Turkish  power.  Many  strik- 
ing marks  of  time  are  given  to'shew  the  watchmen  the  ap- 
proach of  morning,  and  the  rising  of  the  sun  upon  the 
Jewish  nation.  The  hours  of  the  night  have  been  passing 
away,  and  the  morning  cometh.  To  these  things  the  watch- 
men, duly  regarding  their  office,  shall,  it  is  here  promised, 
take  diligent  heed.  They  shall  be  "  wise  to  discern  the 
signs  of  the  times." 

Their  station  is  on  the  walls.  It  may  well  be  asked, 
how  can  this  be  1  if  Jerusalem  be  not  yet  established,  but 
desolate,  what  are  her  walls  ?  Jerusalem  has  other  walls 
than  those  of  stone.  "  I,  saith  the  Lord,  will  be  unto  her 
a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the  glory  in  the 
midst  of  her."  Zech.  ii.  6.  "  Salvation  will  God  appoint 
for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round 
about  her  and  tell  the  towers  thereof."  God's  promises, 
and  his  covenant,  are  its  bulwarks,  and  like  Mount  Pisgah, 
an  eminence  from  which  the  coming  glory  may  be  seen. 
He  has  promised  the  protection  of  Zion,  and  its  future 
security  and  glory  ;  and  by  faith  in  this  promise  the 
watchman  is  raised  on  high  with  a  wide  range  of  blessed 
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prospect.  From  these  walls  he  can  discern  the  various 
enemies  of  Zion  and  their  sure  defeat ;  from  these  walls  he 
can  oversee  all  its  dwellings  ;  and  their  promised  place. 
"  Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of  our  solemnities,  thine  eyes 
shall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle  that 
shall  not  be  taken  down."  By  the  same  faith  in  God's 
promises  he  is  enabled  to  catch  the  first  dawn  of  the  day 
of  glory.  "  When  ye  see  these  things  come  to  pass,  know 
ye  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand.  The  night 
is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand."  Faith,  then,  in  God's 
precious  promises  is  here  assured  to  the  watchmen. 

The  charge  which  he  gives  to  these  watchmen  whom  he 
appoints,  is,  never  to  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night ;  they  are 
the  same  words  as  express  the  mind  of  Christ  in  the  1st 
verse, "  For  Zion's  sake  I  will  not  hold  my  peace."  Christ's 
own  spirit  is  at  length  on  this  point  given  to  his  watch- 
men. This  unceasing  ardour  marks  the  heavenly  worship- 
pers :  they  rest  not  day  ami  night  in  the  service  of  God  ; 
the  same  ardour  marked  the  apostle's  spirit  :  "  night  and 
day  praying  exceedingly,  that  we  might  see  your  face,  and 
perfect  that  which  is  lacking  in  your  faith.  This  includes 
all  outward  exertion  for  the  spiritual  good  of  others,  but 
mainly  intends  fervent  prayer,  praying  always  with  all 
prayer  for  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  and  here  more 
especially  for  the  blessedness  of  Israel.  There  is  an  abso- 
lute promise  of  such  a  spirit  of  prayer  to  the  watchmen. 
As  prayer  is  the  channel  by  which  all  blessings  flow,  so 
the  constancy  and  the  fervency  of  them,  after  the  perfect 
pattern  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  largeness  of  them  for  the 
full  glory  of  Zion,  are  here  promised  as  the  character  of 
these  watchmen.  0  gracious  promise  I  0  amazing  love 
of  Christ  in  giving  it  !  Large  desires  bring  large  blessings, 
such  watchmen,  then,  raised  up  of  God,  are  a  special 
mercy  to  his  church.  To  his  grace  alone  we  are  indebted 
for  such  gifts. 

We  notice  once  more  the  signs  of  the  accomplish 
MENT  of  this  gracious  promise. 
How  long  and  dark  a  night  has  passed  over  Israel,  evei 
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since  her  rejection  of  her  Messiah,  while  no  watchmen 
thought  of  her  welfare.  The  apostle  Paul  inrleed  could 
testify,  "  My  heart's  desire  and  praj'er  to  God  for  Israel  is, 
that  they  may  be  saved  ;"  but  for  what  a  lengthened  period 
since,  how  few  have  been  pleading  for  Zion  ;  the  Jew 
might  truly  have  said.  No  man  careth  for  my  soul.  But 
it  is  not  so  now.  Honoured  instruments  have  been  raised 
up,  one  after  another,  to  think  of,  and  pray,  and  labour 
for  the  good  of  Zion.  God  is  more  and  more  giving  his 
servants  faith  in  the  plain  and  literal  meaning  of  his 
promises.  The  Jewish  nation  may  now  address  not  a 
small  company  of  the  Lord's  watchmen,  in  the  glowing 
language  of  Isaiah,  "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains 
are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  pub- 
lisheth  peace  ;  that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth  ! 
Thy  watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice  :  with  the  voice 
together  shall  they  sing  :  for  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye, 
when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion." 

How  striking  in  this  view  is  the  last  address  on  this 
subject,  of  the  venerable  and  departed  Simeon  of  Cam- 
bridge, from  his  death-bed.*  In  the  last  half  of  his  minis- 
terial life,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  watch- 
man thus  fulfilling  our  text.  The  Jews'  Society  itself  is 
a  combined  body  of  such  watchmen,  acting  in  the  spirit  of 
this  promise.  All  its  steps,  its  Hebrew  New  Testament 
und  Liturgy,  its  tracts,  its  missionaries,  its  schools,  are  a 
part  of  that  unresting  spirit  of  zeal  for  Zion  here  promised. 

And  already  are  first  symptoms,  dim,  it  is  true,  but 
full  of  promise  and  good  hope,  beginning  to  appear,  of  the 
restoration  of  Israel.  The  silence  of  eighteen  centuries 
is  broken  ;  the  prejudices  of  eighteen  centuries  are  giving 
way.  Jews  and  Christians  are  beginning  to  sympathize  in 
'  ue  hope  ;  the  Jews  are  looking  into  our  New  Testament 
to  compare  it  with  the  predictions  of  the  suffering  Messiah. 
Christians  are  looking  into  the  Old  Testament  to  discern 
the  fulness  of  its  promises  as  to  the  glorified  and  reigning 
Redeemer.    In  the  meanwhile  Babylon  is  consuming  under 

*  See  Appendix  I. 
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the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;  the  waters  of  the  mystical  Eu- 
phrates are  visibly  drying  up  by  the  wasting  of  the 
Turkish  P^mpire,  that  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  East 
may  be  prepared  ;  the  Jews  in  increasing  numbers  are 
every  year  returning  to  their  native  land,  and  the  British 
nation,  politically  and  ecclesiastically,  thank  God,  in  both 
our  establishments  of  England  and  Scotland,  seeks  the 
good  of  Zion. 

The  watchman  may  have  to  wait  indeed  on  his  watch- 
tower  a  season,  according  to  his  office.  The  prophet 
Habakkuk  brings  this  delay  before  us  ;  but  he  is  cheered 
by  the  divine  assurance,  "  The  vision  is  yet  for  an  appoint- 
ed time,  but  at  the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie  ;  though 
it  tarry,  wait  for  it  ;  because  it  will  surely  come,  it  will 
not  tarry  ; "  a  passage  applied  by  the  Apostle  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  to  the  return  of  the  Redeemer. 

But  the  church  is  stirred  up  to  do  its  appointed  work  in 
this  time  of  waiting  ;  "  to  write  the  vision  and  make  it 
plain  ;  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  people  ;  to  remove  stum- 
bling-stones," and  to  proclaim  to  the  daughter  of  Zion 
every  where,  Behold  !  thy  Saviour  cometh. 

Cheering  it  is  to  know  that  the  Jews  are  now  sought  out 
through  the  earth  ;  the  Gospel  is  every  where  preached  to 
them,  and  even  in  Jerusalem  itself  a  missionary  proclaims 
to  them  their  own  Messiah. 

For  2500  years  this  promise  has  been  buried  like  seed  in 
the  ground.  0  what  riches  of  blessings  are  yet  to  be 
reaped  through  its  budding  forth  !  The  bearing  of  the 
fulness  of  fruit  of  such  precious  promises,  in  God's  own 
appointed  time,  will  fill  the  world  with  a  harvest  of  glory, 
to  the  everlasting  praise  of  Jehovah. 

But  Christ's  zeal  does  not  rest  here.  Having  appointed 
watchmen,  he  quickens  their  earnestness  by  a  gracious  title 
and  a  solemn  direction.    Let  us  proceed  then  to  consider. 

8.  The  urgent  duty  to  which  we  are  called. 
"  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord  (or  are  the  Lord's 
remembrancers,)  keep  not  silence,  and  give  him  no  rest, 
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till  he  establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in 
the  earth." 

How  intensely  fervent  is  the  Saviour's  zeal  for  Israel ! 
Not  content  with  his  own  earnest  intercession,  not  content 
with  appointing  watchmen  to  the  same  end,  he  quickens 
them  by  the  authority  of  his  command  to  the  like  fervency 
of  spirit  with  his  own  ;  he  urges  them  to  plead  with  God 
in  terms  that,  without  his  direction,  would  seem  to  be 
daring  presumption,  Keep  not  rest,  and  give  no  rest  to  him  ; 
Keep  not  silence,  and  give  no  silence  to  him.  How  little  we 
know  yet  of  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  how  much  we  need 
to  seek  it !  Truly  blessed  is  that  mind  when  attained. 
When  our  prayers  go  forth  as  brightness,  Jerusalem's  sal- 
vation will  go  forth  as  a  lamp  that  burneth. 

1  would  remark  also  that  every  privilege  leads  to 

A  DUTY  ;   every   DUTY    REPOSES    ON    A    PRIVILEGE.  OuT 

Lord  appoints  watchmen  and  promises  to  them  the  spirit 
of  supplication,  and  in  the  strength  of  this  gives  a  com- 
mand to  pray.  "  Work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling,  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure."  We  must  look  to 
the  promised  Spirit  of  grace,  if  we  would  pray  earnestly. 
To  pray  in  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  means  to  pray  fervently. 
The  privilege  of  being  the  Lord's  remembrancer  is  the  spur 
to  earnestness  and  the  motive  for  confidence.  And  if  signs 
of  the  accomplishment  of  the  promise  are  now  appearing, 
this  may  well  be  a  farther  and  special  encouragement  to 
the  duty. 

But  let  us  procead  to  consider  the  duty  itself,  and  in 
harmony  with  the  whole  passage,  we  are  led  not  merely 
coldly  to  state  it  in  the  form  of  a  duty,  but  rather  affec- 
tionately to  urge  it  upon  you  in  several  important  views. 

1.  Remember  your  high  office. — God's  remem- 
brancers— what  a  trust  he  reposes  in  you  !  what  a  title  he 
gives  you  !  In  heaven  exhaustless  treasures  of  mercy  are 
in  store  ;  but  in  earth  there  is  sin,  misery,  and  desolation  ; 
you,  my  brethren,  are  the  appointed  channels  through 
which  streams  of  mercy  may  descend  and  make  the  desert 
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rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  Christ  appoints  you  his 
officers  to  this,  and  gives  you  the  title,  the  Lord's  remem- 
brancers. It  is  a  mystery  of  wisdom  far  beyond  our 
thoughts,  that  God's  blessings  should,  as  it  were,  wait  on 
his  people's  pra^-ers  ;  yet  is  this  plainly  revealed,  and  it  is 
our  part  not  to  raise  questions,  but  to  act  in  faith  and  pray 
without  doubting.  There  is  a  bright  bow  of  promise, 
shining  on  the  face  of  the  dark  cloud  of  judgment  im- 
pending over  our  world.  That  cloud  shall  become,  through 
prayer,  a  cloud  rich  with  mercy  also,  waiting  our  prayers, 
like  Elijah's  for  Israel,  to  be  opened  in  showers  of  bless- 
ings on  the  eai'th. 

2.  Be  fervent  in  prayer. — Keep  not  silence  or  rest. 
"  0  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  :  "  give  the  Lord  no 
silence  or  rest.  "  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righ- 
teous man  availeth  much."  It  is  your  great  privilege  that 
the  Lord  delights  in  fervent  praj-er.  Plead,  then,  his 
gracious  promises,  be  deeply  sensible  of  the  greatness  of 
what  we  ask  :  be  deeply  sensible  that  it  is  our  happiness 
to  plead  with  him  ;  be  deeply  sensible  that  this  is  the  way 
by  which  his  choicest  blessings  come  to  his  church.  I  press 
upon  you  then  this  solemn  command,  to  keep  no  rest  till 
Jesusalem  be  established. 

3.  Be  CONFIDENT  IN  PRAYER.  We  have  "  access  with 
boldness  into  the  holiest  of  all  by  the  blood  of  Jesus." 
This  wonderful  command,  Give  the  Lord  no  rest,  may  well 
encourage  us  to  confide  in  God's  love.  To  this  confidence 
we  are  remarkably  called  by  the  parable  of  the  unjust 
judge,  given  for  this  end,  "  that  men  ought  always  to  pray 
and  not  to  faint.  Hear  what  the  unjust  judge  saith. 
And  shall  not  God  much  more  avenge  his  own  elect  1 
which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  though  he  bear  long 
with  them.  I  tell  you  that  he  will  avenge  them  speedily." 
The  more  bold  and  confiding,  the  more  acceptable.  God 
delights  in  the  confidence  of  love  ;  and  you  cannot  expect 
too  much  from  his  goodness. 

4.  Have  scriptural  objects  in  prayer. — Let  your 
prayers  be  enlightened  according  to  God's  will.    Let  your 
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prayers  be  in  the  line  of  his  revealed  counsel.  Pray  for 
all  men  without  exception  ;  "  for  this  is  good  and  accep- 
table in  the  sight  of  God  our  Saviour,  who  will  have  all 
men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  But  since  the  receiving  of  Israel  is  as  life  from  the 
dead  to  the  world,  and  here  and  elsewhere  pre-eminently 
commanded  and  encouraged  ;  therefore  first  and  especially, 
pray  for  Israel.  Prayer  should  be  like  the  gospel,  for  the 
•Jew  first,  and  also  for  the  Gentile.  In  prayer  for  all  men, 
we  honour  God's  love  to  all  men  ;  but  in  special  prayer 
for  the  Jew,  vve  honour  not  only  his  love  to  all  men,  but 
also  his  sovereignty  and  wisdom  in  the  way  by  which  that 
luve  siiall  be  manifested. 

5.  Have  enlarged  desires  in  prayer. — Seek  not 
only  the  establishment  of  Jerusalem,  but  that  it  may 
Ijecome  a  praise  in  the  earth.  The  last  question  of  our 
Lord's  disciples  was,  "  Wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  the 
kingdom  to  Israel."  Nor  should  we  imagine  our  Lord 
was  displeased  with  that  question,  as  his  command  here 
may  shew  us.  But  what  is  the  establishment  of  Jerusa- 
lem ?  Read  the  60th  of  Isaiah  ;  read  the  latter  chapters 
of  Ezekiel  and  of  Revelation.  See  Jerusalem,  as  our  Lord 
calls  it,  "  the  city  of  the  great  King."  Mark  the  titles 
given  it  by  God  himself  :  "  The  place  of  my  throne,  and 
the  place  of  the  soles  of  my  feet,  where  I  will  dwell  in 
the  midst  of  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever.  By  the 
mouth  of  Jeremiah  he  gives  the  promise  :  "  I  will  cause 
the  captivity  of  Judah,  and  the  captivity  of  Israel,  to 
return,  and  will  build  them  as  at  the  first."  0  the  wonders 
of  this  great  establishment !  Enlarge  your  thoughts  and 
desires  very  gi-eatly,  and  you  will  be  sure,  after  all  you 
imagine,  to  fall  short  of  the  reality.  Then  think  of  it  3^ 
"  a  praise  in  the  earth.  "  The  continuation  of  the  passage 
just  ([uoted  from  Jeremiah  shews  us  this  :  "  And  it  shall 
be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise  and  an  honour  before  all 
the  nations,  which  shall  hear  all  the  good  that  I  do  unto 
them,  and  shall  fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  goodness,  and 
for  all  the  prosperity  which  I  procure  unto  it."    Or  in  the 
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language  of  the  Revelation  :  "  The  nations  of  them  that 
are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it ;  and  the  kings  of 
the  eai'th  do  bring  their  glory  and  honour  into  it."  Thus, 
at  length,  shall  every  nation  be  led  to  know  and  rejoice  in 
Christ,  and  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.  No- 
thing less  than  this  is  the  mind  of  Christ :  the  blessedness 
of  the  whole  earth  through  the  blessedness  of  Israel.  Be 
you  then  enlarged  to  this  hope.  Here  is  an  object  of  un- 
speakable moment.  Here  is  the  Divine  method  for  bring- 
ing all  men  to  Christ.  It  is  his  gracious  purpose.  "  The 
Lord  God  will  cause  righteousness  and  praise  to  spring 
forth  before  all  the  nations." 

6.  Once  more,  abound  in  thanksgiving.  Our  Lord, 
in  the  triumph  of  faith,  says,  "  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in 
the  Lord  ;  my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  my  God."  We 
should  partake  of  his  Spirit,  giving  thanks  always  for 
God's  gracious  and  holy  purposes.  Our  Lord  is  a  pattern 
to  his  remembrancers.  True  knowledge  of  his  word  will 
shew  you  his  mercy  in  all  things,  past  and  present ;  and, 
above  all,  in  the  good  things  to  come.  "  When  Israel 
shall  blossom  and  bud,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with 
fruit  ;  Be  ye  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  I 
create  ;  for  behold  I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her 
people  a  joy." 

And  now,  brethren,  need  I  plead  with  you  for  the  Jews' 
Society  ?  It  is  the  living  voice  of  my  text ;  at  present, 
indeed,  uttered  feebly,  but  seeking  every  where  to  bring 
the  Lord's  remembrancers  to  the  state  of  mind  and  the 
plain  duty  here  set  before  us.  Fulfil,  then,  your  Saviour's 
directions  :  join  the  little  company  of  his  servants.  If  our 
minds  have  been  raised  to  the  largeness  of  this  subject,  we 
^all  rejoice  to  make  sacrifices  for  it,  better  suited  than  in 
time  past  to  its  vast  moment  and  unspeakable  importance. 
"  The  silver  is  mine  "and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts.  He  that  is  faithful  in  the  least  is  faithful  also  in 
the  greatest ;  and  if  you  have  not  been  faithful  in  the  un- 
righteous mammon,  who  will  commit  to  your  trust  the 
true  riches,"  the  riches  of  God's  eternal  kingdom  ? 
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DISCOURSE  V. 

THE  PREPARATION  OF  THE  WAY  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

[Peeached  in  St.  Clement  Danes,  London,  May  8,  1834,  before  the 
London  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity  amonq  the  Jews.] 

Isaiah  lxii.  10 — 12. 

Go  through,  go  through  the  gates  ;  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
"people  :  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway :  gather  out  the  stones, 
lift  up  the  standard  for  the  people. 

Behold,  the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
Say  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  salvation 
Cometh  :  behold  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before 
him. 

And  they  shall  call  them,  the  holy  people,  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord :  and  thou  shalt  be  called.  Sought  out,  a  city  not 
forsaken. 

So  intimately  is  the  conversion  of  the  Jews  connected  with 
all  the  future  glories  of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  with  the 
happiness  of  every  nation  upon  earth,  that  I  feel  the 
Society  for  promoting  that  blessed  object,  while  it  confers 
a  privilege,  calls  also  to  a  most  responsible  duty,  in 
requesting  me  to  preach  its  annual  sermon.  Engaged  for 
many  years  in  the  work  of  promoting  missions  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, my  mind  was  but  little  directed  towards  the  Jews  ; 
but  having  since  been  enabled  to  give  more  consideration  to 
them,  and  the  divine  testimony  concerning  them,  I  have 
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increasingly  seen  how  plainly,  in  these  awfully  momen- 
toiis  times,  our  God  requires  his  people  to  care  for  Israel, 
and  how  great  is  the  blessedness  of  helping  forward  their 
salvation. 

A  due  consideration  of  the  context  will  shew,  that  the 
prophecy  from  which  my  text  is  taken  concerns  the  Jew- 
ish nation,  and  that  it  is  yet  unfulfilled.  In  the  first  and 
second  verses,  Zion  and  Jerusalem  are  distinguished  from 
the  Gentiles.  It  is  said,  "  the  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righ- 
teousness, and  all  kings  thy  glory  ;"  a  charge  is  then  laid 
upon  those  who  are  the  Lord's  remembrancers,  to  "  give 
him  no  rest  till  he  establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem 
a  praise  in  the  earth."  In  the  eighth  and  ninth  verses 
follows  the  solemn  oath  of  Him  who  swears  and  will  not 
repent.  (Psalm  ex.  4.)  "The  Lord  hath  sworn  by  his 
right  hand,  and  by  the  arm  of  his  strength  :  Surely  I  will 
no  more  give  thy  corn  to  be  meat  for  thine  enemies  ;  and 
the  sons  of  the  stranger  shall  not  drink  thy  wine  for 
which  thou  hast  laboured  ;  but  they  that  have  gathered  it 
shall  eat  it,  and  praise  the  Lord,  and  they  that  have  brought 
it  together  shall  drink  it  in  the  courts  of  ray  holiness." 
Without  denying  allusion  to  events  that  have  taken  place 
since  the  prophecy  was  delivered,  it  is  still  clear  that  this 
express  and  divine  oath  which  immediately  precedes  our 
text,  has  never  yet  been  fully  accomplished  ;  neither  on 
the  return  from  Babylon,  nor  on  the  first  propagation  of 
the  gospel,  nor  on  any  other  event  to  the  present  day  ;  it 
remains  yet  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  recovery  and  restoration 
of  the  Jews.  And  equally  plain  also  is  it,  that  the 
predicted  triumphs  of  the  Saviour  over  all  his  enemies, 
described  in  the  following  chapter,  are  yet  unaccom- 
plished.* 

Hence  we  assuredly  gather,  that  our  text  relates  to 
blessings  yet  to  be  imparted,  and  duties  yet  to  be  discharged 

*  Justin  MartjT,  in  his  dialogue  with  Trypho,  applies  this  prediction  to 
the  future  blessedness  of  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  their  inheritance  on 
God's  holy  mountain.  See  his  Dialogue  with  Trypho,  s.  26,  p.  124.  Bene- 
dictine Edition:  or  the  translation  in  the  "Christian  Fathers"  of  the 
author. 
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towards  our  Jewish  brethren.  It  is  the  voice  of  our 
divine  Redeemer  ;  Jesus  is  the  speaker,  and  he  speaks 
here  to  us,  and,  as  we  shall  shew,  to  us  in  this  age  and  day 
of  his  church.  In  the  first  verse  of  the  chapter  he  appears 
as  the  constant  Advocate  and  Intercessor  of  his  ancient 
people  ;  and  in  our  text,  he  charges  upon  all  his 
followei-s  the  duty  of  preparing  them  to  be  a  people  ready 
for  his  coming. 

May  our  God  help  me  now  to  lay  this  duty  distinctly 
and  powerfully  before  you,  that  you  may  rise  up  with  one 
feeling,  as  the  heart  of  one  man,  determined,  in  the  divine 
strength,  to  fulfil  the  holy  directions  of  God  our  Saviour. 
We  will  consider, 

I.  The  glorious  event  to  be  proclaimed. 

II.  The  blessed  result  of  that  event  to  the  Jews. 

III.  The  practical  duties  to  which  we  are  called. 

I.  The  glorious  event  to  be  proclaimed— "Behold, 
the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  say 
ye  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold  thy  salvation  cometh  ? 
behold  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before 
him." 

When  that  divine  Spirit  who  inspired  the  sacred  writers 
would  attract  special  attention  to  any  subject,  he  prefixes 
behold,  to  the  truth  revealed.  We  have  liere  the  word 
behold,  thrice  repeated,  as  if  to  intimate  more  strongly  the 
peculiarly  important  character  of  the  truth,  and  the  too 
general  disregard  of  it  by  the  church.  It  is  when  the  wise 
as  well  as  the  foolish  virgins  are  slumbering,  that  the  cry 
is  made,  "  Behold,  the  bridegroom  cometh."  Matt.  xxv.  5, 

Let  this  special  care  of  the  Holy  Si)irit,  then,  awaken  in 
our  minds  earnest  attention  to  the  subject  now  brought 
before  us. 

We  will  consider  the  nature  of  the  event,  its  accom- 
panying effects,  and  its  required  proclamation. 

1.  The  nature  of  the  event — "Behold,  thy  salva- 
tion cometh." 

The  word  rendered  thy  salvation,  is,  by  the  ancient 

t  M 
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versions*  ami  the  best  modern  interpreters, t  rendered  thy 
Saviour,  and  from  the  words,  His  reward  is  with  him,  it  is 
clear  tliat  this  is  the  intended  meaning  of  the  prophet.  We 
have  a  similar  prediction,  Isaiah  xl.  10.  "  Behold  the 
Lord  will  come  with  strong  hand,  and  his  arm  shall  rule 
for  him.  Behold  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work 
before  him."  The  event  proclaimed  is  the  future  coming 
of  our  Saviour  ;  as  in  Zech.  ix.  9,  in  almost  similar  terms, 
we  have  his  first  coming  predicted;  "Behold,  thy  King 
Cometh  unto  thee  :  he  is  just,  and  having  salvation." 

The  glowing  promises  of  our  text,  and  the  prophecies 
connected  with  it,  were  most  manifestly  never  fulfilled  at 
his  first  coming.  We  must  admit  this  in  our  controversies 
with  the  Jews  ;  their  strongest  argument  against  the 
Messiahship  of  Jesus  is,  that  he  has  not  fulfilled  the  pre- 
dictions of  glory  connected  with  his  coming  ;  an  argument 
which  we  cannot  effectually  answer  by  attempting  to 
spiritualize  such  predictions  ;  for  thus  we  explain  away 
the  divine  words  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  leave  them 
without  meaning  ;  but  we  must  distinguish  between  his 
first  coming  as  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  his  second  coming 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  in  order  to  realize  all  the 
blessings  which  he  has  so  plainly  promised  in  his  word. 

The  second  coming  of  Christ  as  the  deliverer  of  Israel, 
and  in  visible  glory,  is  then  the  event  here  foretold  ;  an 
event  yet  before  the  church,  as  St.  Paul  explicitly  shews 
in  quoting  the  prediction  :  "  There  shall  come  out  of  Zion 
th.e  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from 
Jacob  ;  for  this  is  my  covenant  unto  them,  when  I  shall 
take  away  their  sins."  Rom.  xi.  26,  27-  The  expression 
Jacob  here  shews  us  that  the  piomise  comprehends  all  the 
twelve  tribes. 

When  our  Lord  as  a  public  Teacher,  last  addressed  the 
Jews,  he  said  to  tliem,  "  Behold  your  house  is  left  unto 
YOU  desolate  ;  for  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  shall  not  see  me 
henceforth,  till  ye  shall  say,  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in 

*  Syriac,  Arabic,  Septuagint,  Chaldce,  Vulgate, 
t  Dathe,  Vitringa,  Lowtli,  Bootluovd,  Henderson. 
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tlie  name  of  the  Lord."  Matt.  xxiv.  38,  39.  For  above 
seventeen  hundred  years  the  church  has  seen  the  former 
part  of  this  prediction  realized  ;  the  latter  part  is  the  event 
here  set  before  us.  So,  when  adjured  by  the  high  priest, 
our  Lord  before  his  death  solemnlj'  testified,  '•  I  say  unto 
you,  hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the 
right  hand  of  power  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven. 
Matt.  xxvi.  04. 

The  assurance  given  by  the  angels  just  after  he  left  our 
■.TOrld,  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  his  disciples,  gazing  after  him, 
was  to  the  same  purport  ;  "  This  same  Jesus  which  is  taken 
up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as 
ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  Acts  i.  11.  The 
lengthened  time  of  absence  must  be  rapidly  running-  out. 
According  to  the  prediction  of  Christ,  while  the  times  of 
the  Gentiles  have  been  fulfilling,  "  Jerusalem  has  been 
trodden  down  of  them,"  (Luke  xxi.  2-i)  ;  hut  those  times 
are  expiring,  and  every  eye  should  be  intently  fixed  on  the 
great  hope  of  the  church,  and  every  believer  hasting  to  the 
coming  (2  Peter  iii.  12.)  of  the  Saviour,  and  "looking  for 
him  who  shall  appear  the  second  time  without  sin  to  their 
salvation."    Heb.  ix.  28. 

His  glorious  title  is,  tlie  Saviour, — thy  Saviour,  0  Israel  ; 
our  Saviour,  my  brethren, — "  the  only  wise  God,  our 
Saviour."  Jude  2.5.  0  blessed  title  !  our  every  hope  for 
eternity  hangs  upon  it  ;  the  sum  of  tlie  gospel  is  contained 
in  it.  He  appears  not  merely  as  the  Saviour  of  Israel. 
He  shall  be  fully  and  eminently  revealed  as  a  Saviour  in 
the  complete  redemption  of  all  his  chosen  people  from 
death,  the  grave,  and  hell.  He  comes  again,  and  to  his 
church  all  is  light  and  glory  at  his  appearance.  "  Let  the 
heavens  rejoice,  and  the  earth  be  glad  :  tlie  sea  roar,  and 
the  fulness  thereof;  let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is 
therein  ;  then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before 
the  Lord  ;  for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  eartli, 
he  shall  judge  the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the  jieople 
with  his  truth."  Psalm  xcvi.  11 — 13.  Shall  the  bride 
rejoice  in*  the  presence  of  the  Bridegroom  1  shall  the  wife 

M  2 


104 


RESTORATION   OF  THE  JEWS  : 


hail  with  joy  the  approach  of  her  long  absent  husband  ? 
and  shall  not  the  Christian  mark  with  rapture  and  delight 
evei-y  sign  of  the  coming  of  his  beloved  Saviour  ?  0  it  is 
the  most  desirable  of  all  events  to  his  people  ;  "  we  our- 
selves which  have  the  first  fruits  of  tlie  Spirit,  even  we 
ourselves  groan  within  ourselves,  waiting  for  the  adoption, 
to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body."  Rom.  viil.  23.  The 
last  cry  of  the  cliurch  recorded  in  the  Bible  is,  Ameyi. 
"  Even  so  come,  Lord  Jesus."    Rev.  xxii.  20. 

This,  then,  is  the  event  to  be  proclaimed.  It  is  not 
enough,  my  brethren,  to  proclaim  Christ  crucified  to  the 
Jews.  This  must  we  indeed  do,  distinctly  and  promi- 
nently, as  the  only  atonement  for  the  sinner  ;  the  only 
perfect  and  sufficient  sacrifice  and  propitiation  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world  ;  and  the  most  wonderful  proof  and 
exliibition  of  divine  love,  far  beyond  all  our  thoughts.  But 
besides  this,  we  must  also  proclaim  the  once  crucified  Im- 
nianuel,  speedily  to  appear  in  glory,  to  punish  his  rebelli- 
ous subjects,  and  to  save  his  people  ;  we  must  tell  again 
and  again  of  his  soon  coming  the  second  time  to  subdue 
all  things  to  himself,  and  to  reign  over  the  whole  earth, 
"  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,"  (Rev.  xix.  16.)  in  a 
blessed  empire  ;  the  very  character  of  which  is  "  right- 
eousness, and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  Rom. 
xiv.  17.  In  this  way  tlie  apostles  preached  to  the  Jews  : 
"  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that  your  sins 
may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  refreshing  shall 
come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  shall  send 
Jesus  Christ,  wliicli  befoi-e  was  preached  unto  you.  Acts 
iii.  19,  20.  How  humbling  to  them,  that  for  eighteen 
hundred  years  they  should  have  been  so  blinded  as  to 
reject  him  !  How  awakening  that  he  has  declared  he  will 
at  that  time  "  purge  out  the  rebels  from  among  them  !  " 
(Ezek.  XX.  SB,)  how  awful  his  threatenings,  that  he  will 
trample  under  foot  (Isaiah  Ixiii.  3,)  all  his  enemies!  how 
reviving  and  how  elevating  his  promises  of  returning 
mercies  and  national  blessings  to  those  that  seek  his  grace 
and  embrace  his  salvation  !    Let  your  missionaries,  then, 
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like  the  apostles  of  old,  everywhere  freely  and  fully 
publish  a  King  returning  to  Zion,  as  well  as  a  redeemer 
crucified  on  Calvaiy.  It  is  the  scriptural  plan,  and  the 
most  likely  of  all  to  awaken  their  attention  and  prepare 
them  for  his  coming. 

But  tliis  leads  us  on  to — 

2.  The  things  connected  with  this  event. — "His 
reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before  him,"  (Psalm 
cxviii.  9,)  or,  as  it  is  elsewhere  expressed,  he  cometh  to 
judge  the  earth. 

There  is  his  reward  and  his  work. 

It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  his  reward  refers  to  the 
reward  which  Christ  receives,  or  that  which  he  bestows. 
Our  Lord  is  to  "  see  of  the  travail  of  his  sou],  and  be  sat- 
isfied," (Isaiah  liii.  11,)  and  to  possess  the  "riches  of  the 
glory  of  his  inheritance  in  tlie  saints,"  (Eph.  i.  18.)  and 
he  is  to  "  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe."  (2  Tliess.  i.  10.) 

But  I  apprehend  that  the  reward  which  he  lestoivs  is  also 
here  intended  ;  thus  it  is  foretold,  (Rev.  xxii.  12,)  "  Be- 
hold, I  come  quickly  ;  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give 
every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be.  Who  can  tell 
the  fulness  of  that  reward,  which  our  Saviour  will  bestow 
on  his  believing  people  at  his  coming  ?  They  shall  share 
all  his  triumplis  and  glory.  The  dead  saints  raised  and 
the  living  saints  clianged,  and  both  "caught  up  together 
in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  ;  "  (1  Thess.  iv. 
17,)  tliey  come  with  him  in  the  glories  of  the  resurrection 
body,  to  execute  liis  judgments,  as  Enoch  five  thousand 
years  since  foretold  :  "  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten 
thousand  of  his  saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all."  Jude 
14,  15.  When  he  that  is  faithful  and  true  (Rev.  xix.  11  — 
14,)  comes  riding  "on  the  white  horse,  the  armies  which 
are  in  heaven  follow  him."  But  how  can  we  describe 
their  full  reward  ?  The  sacred  writers  so  .speak  of  it  as  to 
shew  tliat  it  is  a  glory  beyond  our  utmost  conception. 
"  It  doth  not  yet  appear  wliat  we  shall  be  ;  but  we  know 
that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we 
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shall  see  him  as  he  is  ;  "  (1  John  iii.  2.)  "  He  shall  change 
our  vile  hody,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  his  glori- 
ous body;"  (Phil.  iii.  21,)  we  shall  then  "behold  his 
glorj',  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the 
world  was  ;  "  (John  xvii.  5.)  we  shall  see  him  face  to  face  : 
(1  Cor.  xiii.  12,)  we  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  enter  into  his 
joy;  (Matt.  xxv.  21,)  we  shall  be  companions  of  patri- 
archs, prophets,  and  apostles,  and  equal  to  the  angels.  Luke 
XX.  36.  "  Now  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ," 
(Rom.  viii.  17),  we  shall  then  "  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
pared for  us  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  Matt, 
xxv.  34.  0  inexpressible  scene  of  holiness,  happiness, 
and  glory  !  When  shall  these  days  of  tumult  and  con- 
flict, of  sin  and  sorrow,  of  temptation  and  suffering,  be 
all  passed  away  ?  When  shall  the  great  Prince  of  Peace 
come  ?  When  shall  the  Saviour  appear  with  his  everlast- 
ing reward,  and  take  us  to  be  with  him  for  ever  ? 

But  besides  a  reward  to  bestow,  he  has  also  a  work  to 
PERFOR.M — his  work  is  before  him. 

What  that  work  is,  we  may  learn  from  the  following 
chapters  of  this  prophet.  It  forms  the  substance  of  the 
things  there  revealed,  and  comprehends,  doubtless,  a  length- 
ened series  of  events  ;  but  1  would  only  now  notice  these 
three, — the  overthrow  of  his  enemies  ;  the  mercies  in  store 
for  Israel,  and  the  establishment  of  his  kingdom. 

He  first  overthrows  his  enemies.  He  is  described  in 
the  next  chapter  in  language  which  St.  John,  in  the  nine- 
teenth of  Revelations,  teaches  us  to  apply  to  his  conquests 
at  his  second  coming,  as  completely  destroying  all  opposi- 
tion to  his  kingdom  :  "  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger, 
and  >trample  them  in  my  fury  ;  and  their  blood  shall  be 
sprinkled  upon  my  garment,  and  I  will  stain  all  m\'  rai- 
ment :  for  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  my  heart,  and  the 
year  of  my  redeemed  is  come."  Isaiah  Ixiii.  3,  4. 

From  various  testimonies  of  scripture  we  learn  that  our 
Saviour  will  come  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  upon  his 
enemies,  "  as  a  thief  in  the  night  ;  "  (2  Peter  iii.  10,)  "  that 
the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world  will  be 
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gathered  together  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God 
Almighty,  into  a  place  called  (in  the  Hebrew  tongue) 
Armageddon,"  (Rev.  xvi.  14 — 16,)  and  there  utterly  perish. 
All  "  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  shall  then  be  punished  with  everlasting 
destruction."  2Thess.  i.  8,  9.  He  vanquishes  all  his  oppo- 
nents. Over  Turks  and  Papists,  Infidels  and  hardened 
Christians  ;  over  corrupted  churches  and  raging  nations, 
his  victory  will  be  full,  decisive,  and  tremendous  ;  (Rev. 
xix.  20,  21,)  he  subdues,  too,  all  his  spiritual  foes  ;  he 
takes  the  great  leader  of  all,  Satan,  binds  him  with  a  mas- 
sive chain,  and  "  casts  him  into  a  bottomless  pit,"  (Rev. 
XX.  3,)  that  the  Lord  of  glory  may  reign  with  undisputed 
sway  over  the  earth.  (Rev.  xx.  4,  6.) 

He  is  coming,  then,  to  overthrow  all  his  enemies,  to 
"  dash  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vessel."  Psalm  ii.  9.  0  ! 
for  world  upon  worlds  be  not,  I  beseech  you,  found  among 
those  whom  he  will  then  count  enemies  ;  they  must  come 
to  "shame  and  everlasting  contempt  ;  "  (Dan.  xii.  2,)  they 
must  endure  the  devouring  fire  ;  they  must  "  dwell  with 
everlasting  burnings."  Isaiah  xxxiii.  14. 

Another  part  of  the  work  before  him  is,  to  bring  mer- 
cies TO  HIS  PEOPLE  Israel.  This,  accordingly,  is  also 
afterwards  foretold:  (Isaiah  Ixiii.  7.)  "I  will  mention  the 
loving-kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  the  praises  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  all  tliat  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  on  us,  and 
the  great  goodness  towards  the  house  of  Israel,  which  he 
hath  bestowed  on  them,  according  to  his  mercies,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  multitude  of  his  loving  kindnesses." 

The  salvation  of  Israel,  then,  as  well  as  the  destruction 
of  the  enemies  of  Christ,  is  connected  with  the  coming  of 
the  Saviour.  St.  Paul  shews,  that  "  All  Israel  shall  be 
saved  ;  as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out  of  Zion  the 
Deliverer."  Rom.  xi.  26.  So  Isaiah  declares  :  "  Behold 
your  God  will  come  with  vengeance,  even  God  with  a  re- 
compense ;  he  will  come  and  save  you,"  (Isaiah  xxxv.  4,) 
and  in  his  eleventh  chapter  he  connects  the  restoration  of 
Israel  with  the  reign  of  Christ.    Daniel  also  foretels,  "  At 
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that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince,  which 
standeth  for  the  children  of  thy  people  ;  and  there  shall  be 
a  time  of  trouble  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a 
nation,  even  to  that  same  time  ;  and  at  that  time  thy  peo- 
ple shall  be  delivered,  every  one  that  shall  be  found  writ- 
ten in  the  book."  Dan.  xi.  1.  So  in  the  Psalms  it  is 
predicted,  "  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,  he 
shnll  appear  in  his  glory."  Psalm  cii.  16.  Tlie  precise 
period  of  our  Lord's  return  is  nowhere,  I  apprehend,  re- 
vealed to  us  ;  but  whether  it  precedes,  or  accompanies,  or 
follows  the  return  of  Judah  and  Israel  to  their  own  land, 
varied  expressions  in  God's  word  lead  us  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  immediately  connected  with  that  event.  Their 
return  is,  however,  a  distinct  event  from  their  conversion 
to  Christ,  and  takes  place  at  a  prior  period  ;  but  both  are 
clearly  promised.  In  Micah  ii.  13,  a  passage  applied  by 
Lowth  to  tlie  general  restoration  of  the  Jewish  nation,  we 
have  this  statement  :  "  The  breaker  is  gone  up  before  them, 
they  have  broken  up,  and  have  passed  through  the  gate, 
and  are  gone  out  by  it,  and  their  king  shall  pass  before 
them,  and  the  Lord  on  the  head  of  them."  Micah  ii.  13. 
We  read  in  Zechariah,  (xii.  9,  10,)  "  It  shall  come  to  pass 
in  that  day,  that  I  will  seek  to  destroy  all  the  nations  that 
come  against  Jerusalem  ;  and  I  will  pour  upon  the  house 
of  David  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  the  spirit  of 
grace  and  of  supplication  ;  and  they  shall  look  upon  me 
whom  they  have  pierced  :  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him."'^'" 
And  again  :  "  Then  shall  the  Lord  go  forth,  and  fight 

*  Mr.  Pirie  makes,  on  this  point,  a  forcible  appeal  to  the  .fevrs — "  What 
Messiah  are  you  expecting?  Is  it  not  he  of  whom  Moses,  in  the  law,  David 
in  the  Psalms,  and  the  prophets  did  write  ?  Now  David  describes  the  Messiah 
as  having  his  hands  and  feet  pierced,  and  pierced  by  his  own  people.  Your 
Messiah,  speaking  by  Zechariah,  says  of  the  house  of  David,  and  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  "  lliey  shall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have 
pierced."  What  although  then  you  expect  him  to  come  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven  in  great  glory,  still  Daniel  tells  you  he  is  the  Son  of  Man,  and  Zech- 
ariah, that  he  is  tlie  man  whom  your  fathers  pierced,  or  crucified.  Let  any 
Man,  therefore,  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  even  come  to  your  temple 
in  the  character  of  Messiah,  can  you  rationally  believe  in  him  till  you  ex- 
amine his  hands  and  his  feet,  to  find  the  scars  of  the  nails?  If  these  be 
wanting,  he  is  not  the  Messiah  described  by  the  prophets.  .  .  .  Your  glorified 
Redeemer,  when  he  comes,  must  give  ocular  proof  that  he  has  been  your 
once-crucified  Redeemer," — See  Pirie's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  121. 
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against  those  nations,  as  when  he  fought  in  the  day  of 
battle  :  and  his  feet  shall  stand  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives," 
(Zech.  xiv.  3,)  and  presently  afterwards,  "  The  Lord  my 
God  shall  come,  and  all  the  saints  with  thee."  And  so, 
in  the  closing  book  of  Revelation,  it  is  declared,  "  Behold, 
he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and 
they  also  which  pierced  him  :  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
'  shall  wail  because  of  him.  Even  so.  Amen."  Rev.  i.  7. 
These  varied  quotations  all  tend  to  one  point,  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  will  personally  and  visibly  come,  not  only  for 
the  destruction  of  his  enemies,  but  also  in  mercy  to  his 
people  Israel. 

That  announcement  which  the  angel  made  to  Mary  be- 
fore his  birth,  "  The  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the 
throne  of  his  father  David  ;  and  he  shall  reign  over  the 
house  of  Jacob  for  ever  :  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
no  end  ; "  (Luke  i.  ,32,  .3.3.)  is  still  to  be  fulfilled  :  our  Lord 
Christ  has  never  yet  had  the  throne  of  David,  nor  reigned 
over  the  house  of  Jacob,  wliich  includes  the  twelve  tribes 
of  Israel. 

In  seeking,  then,  the  best  good  of  the  Jews,  you  are 
labouring  for  a  people  to  whom  God  has  determined  ulti- 
mate triumph  ;  you  are  seeking  to  advance  that  cause 
which  it  is  his  i)urpose  sliall  finally  prosper. 

A  third  part  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by  our  Lord  at 
his  coming  is,  the  bull  establishment  and  manifestation 
OF  HIS  KINGDOM  over  the  whole  world.  His  ap[)earance 
and  his  kingdom  are  connected  together  in  the  holy  scrip- 
tures. See  Daniel  vii.  14,  1.5.  2  Tim.  iv.  1.  Luke  xix.  1.5  ; 
xxi.  .31.  Very  numerous  are  the  promises,  the  hopes,  and 
the  illustrations,  set  before  us  in  the  sacred  volume,  of 
this  kingdom.  Clear  is  the  prediction  of  Daniel,  that  after 
the  division  of  the  Roman  empire  into  its  ten  kingdoms, 
"  In  the  days  of  these  kitigs,  the  God  of  heaven  shall  sot  up 
a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed,  and  the  king- 
dom shall  not  be  left  to  other  people,  hut  it  shall  lircak  in 
pieces  and  consume  these  kingdoms,  and  it  shall  stand  for 
ever."    Dan.  ii.  4-4.    And  again,  "  The  kingdom  and  the 
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dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom,  under  the 
whole  heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of 
the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom, 
and  all  dominions  shall  serve  him."  Dan.  vii.  27.  This  is 
the  substance  of  the  sounding  of  the  seventh  trumpet  : 
"  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever." 
E,ev.  xi.  15. 

How  awfully  important  then,  how  tremendous  to  the 
wicked,  how  blessed  to  his  people  is,  the  work  before  the 
Saviour  when  he  comes  !  0  that  we,  without  exception, 
may  be  preparing  for  that  day,  "  watching  and  pra^'ing 
always,  that  we  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all 
these  things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before 
the  Son  of  man."    Luke  xxi.  36. 

3.  Its  required  proclamation — "  Behold  the  Lord 
hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  Say  ye  to  the 
daughter  of  Sion." 

By  the  daughter  of  Zion,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  is 
clearly  meant  the  Jewish  nation  ;  this  term  being  one  fre- 
quently used  to  describe  that  people.  A  peculiar  feature 
which  has  ever  distinguished  them  is,  that  they  have  from 
the  beginning  of  their  national  existence,  been  expecting 
the  Messiah  as  their  mighty  deliverer  ;  and  they  are  still 
waiting  for  him.  Now  to  this  very  people  the  Christian 
church  is,  in  this  very  day  commissioned  to  say,  "  Behold 
thy  Saviour  cometh." 

We  have  here  a  proclamation  from  Jehovah  himself,  the 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  glorious  and  eternal  God,  to 
every  living  being,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  a  charge 
given  to  the  whole  race  of  man.  Wherever  throughout  the 
world  this  prophecy  comes  to  men's  ears,  there  is  a  divine 
direction,  which  they  are  bound  to  obey.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  indifference  ;  it  is  a  solemnly-announced  command  to 
all,  to  tell  the  Jews  of  the  coming  Saviour  ;  to  proclaim  ex- 
plicitly to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  that  the  time  of  her  de- 
liverance is  approaching. 

But  why  should  the  Lord  tell  the  ends  of  the  world  to 
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care  for  Zion  ?  At  the  time  this  prophecy  was  delivered 
there  seemed  little  likelihood  that  the  ends  of  the  earth 
would  have  anything  to  do  with  Zion.  Yet  the  prefixed 
word,  Behold,  calls  especial  attention  to  this.  Oh  !  won- 
derful foreknowledge  and  providence  of  God  !  He  foresaw 
and  fore-ordained  that  the  Jews  should  be  scattered  every- 
where, intermingled  with  the  people  of  every  land,  and 
dispersed  in  the  remotest  regions  ;  that  there  might  not  be 
a  spot  upon  the  earth  uninterested  in  or  unmoved  by  their 
return.  And,  about  2500  years  since,  he  laid  up  in  store 
this  universal  direction  to  all  lands,  this  evidence,  that  he 
w'lW  not  have  the  Jew,  wherever  situated,  left  uncared  for, 
or  untold  of  the  coming  Saviour.  How  intense  the  interest 
of  the  divine  mind  in  the  recovery  and  the  return  of  the 
Jews  !  How  influential  this  event  upon  the  condition  of 
every  portion  of  the  human  race  ! 

It  was  always  the  duty  of  Christians  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  the  Jeiv  first,  and  then  to  the  Gentile.  The  Saviour's 
charge  has  always  been  "  that  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins  should  be  preached  among  all  nations,  beginning  at 
Jerusalem."  But  in  accomplishing  God's  purposes  of 
mercy  towards  them  in  the  latter-day  glory  of  the  church, 
it  is  manifest  from  many  testimonies  of  scripture,  that 
there  are  to  be  varied  and  extended  exertions,  that  thus  in 
that  time  the  "  present  of  a  people  hitherto  scattered  and 
peeled  may  be  brought  to  the  Lord  of  hosts,  to  the  place  of 
his  name,  the  Mount  Zion."    Isaiah  xviii.  7. 

The  effort  which  we  now  see  made  in  their  behalf,  seems 
the  beginning  of  the  going  forth  of  this  more  special  pro- 
clamation from  the  Lord  ;  he  is  calling  the  church  to  pro- 
claim his  message  to  the  daughter  of  Zion  now,  by  the 
new  and  striking  signs  of  the  times  in  which  we  live.  To 
some  of  these  I  would  briefly  advert,  that  you  may  see  that 
there  are  urgent  reasons  why  Christians  should  specially 
in  these  days  attend  to  this  charge  of  Jehovah. 

The  Roman  was,  as  it  is  generally,  and  I  doubt  not  truly 
believed,  the  fourth  empire  predicted  by  the  prophet  Daniel ; 
an  empire  that  was  to  extend  to  and  be  destroyed  at  the 
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period  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  with  the  clouds  of 
heaven.  Dan.  ii.  40 — 44  ;  vii.  13 — 27.  That  empire  sub- 
sists to  this  day  in  its  ten  horns  or  kingdoms  ;  it  is,  how- 
ever, manifest,  that  the  divine  judgments  have,  for  the  last 
forty  years,  been  pouring  out  on  papal  kingdoms,  according 
to  the  prediction,  "  The  judgment  shall  sit,  and  tliey  shall 
take  away  his  dominion,  to  consume,  and  to  destroy  it  unto 
the  end."  Dan.  vii.  20.  The  Turkish  empire  also  is,  in 
the  face  of  all  men,  wasting  away  and  exhausting.  We 
see  in  this,  as  it  is  also  generally  and  I  doubt  not  truly  be- 
lieved, the  pouring  out  of  the  sixth  vial.  During  this  vial 
"  the  water  of  the  great  river  Euphrates,  is  dried  up,  that 
the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east,"  *  whoever  those  kings 
be,  mai/  he prejMred  ;  and  during  the  same  vial  the  caution 
is  given  to  the  church,  "  Behold,  I  come  as  a  tliief ;  blessed 
is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  his  garments."  Rev.  xvi. 
15.  Tlie  gospel  of  Christ  has  for  the  last  forty  years  been 
preached  in  all  the  world  with  an  unprecedented  enlarge- 
ment of  effort  ;  and  our  Lord  has  expressly  told  us,  that 
his  "  gospel  sliall  be  preached  for  a  witness  to  all  nations, 
and  then  shall  the  end  come  ;  "  (Matt.  xxiv.  14.)  or  as  the 
apostle  puts  it,  "  Blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel, 
until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  (or  coming)  in, 
and  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved."  Rom.  xi.  25,  2G.  Tiiere 
has  been  a  greatly  increased  compassion  excited  for  Israel 
both  in  our  own  and  other  countries,  and  the  gospel  has 
been  widely  preached  to  the  Jews.  They  themselves  are 
feeling  their  spiritual  degradation,  'Ah  !  '  said  one  of  them, 

*  Mr.  Mead  has  the  following  collateral  argument,  to  shew  that  the  kings 
of  the  East  mean  the  Jews.  The  Hebrew  word  Hallelujah  is  not  used  in  all 
the  New  Testament  but  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  and  only  in  the  19th 
chapter  of  that  book,  and  in  that  chapter  four  times,  ver.  1,  3,  4,  6;  and  it 
is  used  in  every  place  to  express  the  church's  joy  at  the  fall  of  the  great 
whore.  It  is  a  form  not  used  till  now.  We  find  the  church  of  the  Gentiles 
often  praising  God  throughout  the  whole  book,  but  we  find  not  the  "Halle- 
lujah "  till  this  19th  chapter,  and  tlie  reason  is  this;  that  the  19th  chapter 
is  the  exposition  of  the  sixth  vial,  and  it  is  under  that  vial  that  the  Jews 
are  converted,  and  therefore  now  this  Hebrew  word  is  introduced  into  the 
song  of  the  church,  to  show  us  that  now,  the  Jews  being  converted,  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles  shall  praise  God  together.  And  so  the  prophecy  of  Moses  is 
fulfilled,  "  Rejoice,  ye  Gentiles,  with  his  people." — Sermons  of  Matthew 
Mead. 
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lamenting  this,  '  we  want  a  Jewish  Luther  to  come  among 
us,  and  stir  us  up.'  This  enlarged  care  for  the  Jews  gives 
us  scriptural  assurance  "  that  the  time  to  favour  Zion  is 
come."  Psalm  cii.  13,  14.  The  noise  and  shaking  among 
"the  dry  bones  of  the  house  of  Israel"  (Ezek.  xxxvii.) 
increases  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  God  is  mani- 
festly "  shaking  all  nations,  that  those  things  which  can- 
not be  shaken  may  remain,  and  that  kingdom  which  can- 
not be  moved  "  (Heb.  xii.  2".)  may  be  universally  estab- 
lished. 

It  is  from  these  signs  I  gather,  that  now  is  the  precise 
moment  in  which  God  is  with  peculiar  emjjhasis  lifting  up 
his  voice,  and  proclaiming  this  commission  aloud  to  every 
hearer  of  his  word.  From  the  throne  of  his  Majesty  he  is 
bidding  you  and  me  to  interest  ourselves  for  the  Jews  and 
to  tell  them  of  the  coming  Saviour. 

And  what  shall  be  the  happy  issue  1 

II.  The  blessed  result  of  this  event  to  the  Jews. 
— "  And  they  shall  call  them  the  holy  people,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  Souglit  out,  A  city 
not  forsaken." 

These  words  bring  before  our  minds  a  rich  cluster  of 
blessings,  all  orderly  set  forth  as  the  blessed  effect  follow- 
ing the  glorious  event  which  is  here  predicted.  There 
is  first,  being  hob/  or  set  apart  for  God  ;  this  was  in  the 
divine  purpose  fnmi  eternity  :  '•'  chosen  in  Christ  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  h')ly."  Ej)hes. 
i.  4.  There  is  then,  being  "  redeemed  of  the  Lord,"  liought 
at  a  costly  price,  and  ransomed  from  all  evil  :  to  this  suc- 
ceeds, being  soucjht  out  by  liiin  who  came  to  seek  and  to 
save  that  which  was  lost  ;  and  to  close  the  whole,  there  is 
unity  and  preservation  for  ever,  a  city  not  forsaken.  The 
whole  is  arranged  in  beautiful  order,  to  shew  the  complete 
blessedness  of  God's  {)eople. 

The  words  apj)arently  lead  us  to  two  classes  of  persons  to 
be  blessed  at  our  Saviour's  coming.  The  first  class,  "  They 
shall  call  them  the  holy  people,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ;" 
and  the  second  class,  "  Thou  shalt  be  called,  Sought  out,  A 
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city  not  forsaken."  There  may  be  a  reference  in  the  first 
class  to  the  converted  GentileS,*  and  in  tlie  second  class  to 
the  converted  Jews.  Through  the  chapter  these  are  com- 
bined together,  while  the  Jews  are  addressed  by  the  per- 
sonal pronoun.  Thus  in  the  second  verse  it  is  said,  "  The 
Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righteousness,  and  all  kings  thy  glory ; 
and  thou  shalt  be  called  by  a  new  name."  In  this  view, 
our  text  would  contain  a  delightful  reciprocation  of  con- 
gratulation between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  The  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  blessedness  of  these  runs  through  the 
scripture.  Isaiah  is  so  full  of  this,  that  you  can  hardly 
find  a  promise  of  the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles  which  is  not 
linked  in  with  the  blessedness  of  the  Jews.  Thus  our  text 
would  bring  before  us  that  blessed  result,  "  The  earth  shall 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea."    Isaiah  xi.  9. 

Yet  as  the  leading  subject  of  the  chapter  is  the  restoration 
of  the  Jews,  and  as  in  the  preceding  vers:  the  ends  of  the 
world  were  to  be  addressed  on  the  subject,  it  is  rather  pro- 
bable that  the  word  they  may  here  refer  to  the  admiring 
nations  of  the  earth.  They  shall  call  them,  that  is,  the 
Jews,  the  holi/  or  consecrated  jieople,  the  "  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  ; "  and  then  the  prophet  himself,  as  if  beholding 
Jerusalem  thus  glorious,  changes  the  person  and  number 
of  his  language,  and  in  tiie  rapture  of  exultation  exclaims, 
"  Thou  shalt  be  called,  Sought  out,  A  city  not  forsaken. "t 

Let  us  then  more  distinctly  notice  the  blessings  promised 
under  this  interpretation — they  shall  call  them  the  holy 
PEOPLE — the  peo])le  set  apart  and  consecrated  to  God. 
"  Though  thou  art  an  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God," 
(Dent.  vii.  6.)  was  once  the  peculiar  and  distinctive  title  of 
Israel,  yet,  through  their  rejection  of  Christ,  how  have 
tliey  now  forfeited  it  !    "The  branches  are  broken  off," 

*  In  this  way  the  passage  is  viewed  by  Justin  Martyr,  who  quotes  the 
text,  and  says,  We  are  not  only  a  people,  but  a  holy  people  See  his  Dialogue 
with  Trypho,  sec.  11!),  p.  112. 

t  I  gather  from  this,  as  well  as  from  other  passages  of  God's  word,  that 
the  chief  conversion  of  the  Jews  to  Christ  will  be  after  the  coming  of  our 
Lord;  that  while  many  important  preparatory  steps  are  to  be  taken  by  his 
people,  the  lull  blessedness  of  the  nation  will  be  bestowed  on  his  appearance. 
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and  have  lost  their  fruitfulness  and  beauty  ;  but  "  if  they 
abide  not  in  unbelief,  they  shall  be  p;rafted  in  ;  for  God  is 
able  to  graft  them  in  again."  Now  that  awful  prediction 
has  been  fulfilled,  "  I  will  deliver  them  to  be  removed  into 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  for  their  hurt,  to  he  a  re- 
proach and  a  proverb,  a  taunt  and  a  curse,  in  all  places 
whither  I  sliall  drive  them,"  Jer.  xxiv.  9.  But  all  this 
is  to  be  reversed,  as  Zechariah  foretels,  "  It  shall  come  to 
pass,  that  as  ye  were  a  curse  among  the  heathen,  0  house 
of  Judah,  and  house  of  Israel,  (observe  both  Judah  and 
Israel  are  included,)  so  will  I  save  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
a  blessing."  viii.  13.  Even  on  the  commonest  concerns  of 
life  there  shall  be  "  holiness  unto  the  Lord,"  the  very  same 
inscription  that  was  prominent  upon  the  forefront  of  the 
mitre  of  the  high  priest  of  Israel  :  "  In  that  day  there  shall 
be  upon  the  bells  of  the  horses,  Holiness  unto  the  Lord  ; 
and  the  pots  in  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  like  the  bowls  be- 
fore tlie  altar  ;  yea,  every  pot  in  Jerusalem  and  in  Judah, 
shall  be  holiness  unto  the  Lord."  Zech.  xiv.  20,  21.  Then 
shall  be  fulfilled  the  glowing  prediction,  "  Thy  people  shall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power  ;  in  the  beauties  of  holi- 
ness from  the  womb  of  the  morning,  thou  hast  the  dew  of 
thy  youth."  Psalm  ex.  8.  Their  lengthened  night  of  afflic- 
tion all  passed  away,  their  glorious  morning  come,  they 
shall  shine  in  holiness  and  multitude  as  tlie  countless  di-ops 
of  dew  glittering  in  the  sun.  The  threatenings  in  the  sight 
of  all  men  have  been  literally  accomplished,  and  hence  we 
may  assuredly  gather  that  the  promises  will  be  so  likewise. 

They  are  also  called  "the  redeemed  of  the  Lord." 
Taking  this  in  its  connexion,  I  apprehend  it  here  primarily 
means  outward  and  visible  deliverance — tlie  marvellously- 
redeemed  from  their  long  captivity.  After  mature  and 
lengthened  consideration  of  the  prophetic  word,  I  can  no 
longer  hesitate  to  believe  that  God  will  gather  them  to 
their  own  land  from  their  present  dispersion.  The  prophet 
Daniel,  and  the  Jews  of  his  day,  were  justified  from  the 
])lain  prediction  of  Jeremiah  in  expecting  their  return 
from  Babylon,  when  it  was  said,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
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after  seventy  j^ears  are  accomplished  at  Babylon,  I  will 
visit  you,  and  will  perform  my  good  word  towards  you  in 
causing  you  to  return  to  this  place.  I  will  bring  you 
again  into  the  place  whence  I  caused  you  to  be  carried 
away  captive."  Jer.  xxix.  10,  14.  And  we  are,  I  think, 
equally  justified  in  expecting  their  return  from  their  pre- 
sent dispersion,  when  it  is  said  by  Ezekiel,  in  a  prophecy 
manifestly  relating  to  their  future  state,  "  Behold,  I  will 
take  the  children  of  Israel  from  among  the  heathen  whither 
they  be  gone,  and  will  gather  them  on  every  side,  and 
bring  them  to  their  own  land,  and  I  will  make  them  one 
nation  in  the  land  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel."  And 
again,  "  They  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  have  given 
unto  Jacob  my  servant,  wherein  your  fathers  have  dwelt ; 
and  they  shall  dwell  therein,  even  they  and  their  children 
for  ever  ;  and  my  servant  David  shall  be  their  prince  for 
ever.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  21 — 25.  Their  first  return  from  Baby- 
lon has  been  literally  accomplished,  and  is  matter  of  fact 
and  history  :  but  what  objection  can  possibly  be  made 
against  the  literal  fulfilment  of  this  prediction  of  their 
future  return  which  would  not  apply  to  their  first  return  ! 
It  is  interesting  to  observe,  that  the  chief  subject  on  which 
our  Lord  spoke  during  the  forty  days  that  he  was  on  earth 
after  his  resurrection,  was  "  the  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God  ;"  (Acts  i.  3.)  and  wlien  the  disciples 
asked  our  Saviour  the  last  question  which  they  put  to 
him  on  earth.  "  Wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  the  king- 
dom to  Israel?"  (Acts  i.  6.)  though  in  his  infinite 
wisdom  he  refused  to  gratify  a  curiosity  which  would  have 
shewed  tliem  1800  years  of  desolation,  and  have  filled  them 
with  needless  despondency  ;  yet  he  confirmed  their  ulti- 
mate hope  by  telling  them,  "  the  Father  hath  put  in  his 
own  hands  the  times  and  seasons."    Acts  i.  7- 

The  redemption  of  Israel  from  their  captivity,  their 
restoration  to  their  own  land,  and  the  holy  and  glorious 
kingdom  there  to  be  erected,  are  included  in  this  promise. 
This  accords  with  the  twice-repeated  prediction  in  former 
chapters,  "  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and 
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come  with  singing  unto  Zion  :  they  shall  obtain  gladness 
and  joy,  and  sorrow  and  mourning  shall  flee  away."  Isa. 
XXXV.  10  ;  ii.  11. 

Thou  shalt  be  called,  Sought  out. 

What  has  been  the  condition,  and  what  is  the  present 
state  of  the  Jews  ?  Where  are  they  ?  As  a  body,  no- 
where ;  as  people,  everywhere.  The  principal  abode  of  the 
ten  tribes,  who  have  probably  been  less  dispersed  than  the 
two,  is  not,  even  to  this  day,  indisputably  ascertained. 
They  are  yet  hidden  from  our  research.  No  people  on 
earth  are  more  scattered,  dispersed,  and  hitherto  rejected, 
than  the  two  remaining  tribes.  What  is  their  past  history 
but  a  constant  verification  of  the  prophecy,  Jer.  xxx.  17. 
"  They  called  thee  an  outcast,  saying,  This  is  Zion,  whom 
no  man  seeketh  after." 

Their  future  history  is  to  be  the  very  contrast  of  their 
present  state.  They  are  all  to  be  sought  out,  gathered 
together,  and  restored  to  their  own  land.  God  himself 
will  take  this  work  especially  under  his  own  care.  The 
prophet  foretels  it  in  these  words,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God,  Behold  I,  even  I,  will  both  search  my  sheep,  and 
seek  them  out.  As  a  shepherd  seeketh  out  his  flock,  in 
the  day  that  his  sheep  are  scattered,  so  will  I  seek  out 
my  sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  places  where 
they  have  been  scattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day  ;  and 
I  will  bring  them  out  from  the  people,  and  gather  them 
from  the  countries,  and  will  bring  them  to  their  own  land, 
and  feed  them  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel,  by  the  rivers 
and  in  all  the  inhabited  places  of  the  country.  Ezek. 
xxxiv.  11—13. 

The  nations  of  the  earth  are  described  as  assisting  in 
this  work.  "  Behold,  I  will  lift  up  mine  hand  unto  the 
Gentiles,  and  set  up  my  standard  to  the  people  ;  and  they 
shall  bring  thy  sons  in  their  ai-ms,  and  thy  daughters  shall 
be  carried  upon  their  shoulders  ;  and  kings  shall  be  thy 
nursing-fathers,  and  their  queens  thy  nursing-mothers." 
Isaiah  xlix.  22.  So  again  afterwards,  "  And  they  shall 
bring  all  your  brethren  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord,  out 
t  If 
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of  all  nations,  upon  horses,  and  in  chariots,  and  in  litters, 
and  upon  mules,  and  upon  swift  beasts,  to  my  holy  moun- 
tain, Jerusalem,  saith  the  Lord."    Isaiah  Ixvi.  20. 

When  thus  gathered  from  all  lands,  and  re-assembled 
once  more  in  their  own  country,  they  will  be  placed  under 
the  care  and  government  of  our  Lord  Christ.  "  I  will  set 
up  one  shepherd  over  them,  and  he  shall  feed  them,  even 
my  servant  David."  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23.  Who  can  conceive 
the  joy  of  that  Shepherd,  who  wept  over  their  desolation, 
in  the  recovering  again  of  these  his  lost  sheep  ;  or,  who 
can  imagine  their  joy  after  all  their  wanderings,  terrors, 
dangers,  and  miseries,  in  being  thus  sought  out  and  res- 
tored ] 

But  may  they  not  again  fall  away,  as  twice  before  ?  Js'^o  ! 
it  is  added,  a  city  not  forsaken.  The  past  state  of 
Jerusalem  ever  since  its  destruction  by  the  Romans,  has 
been  that  of  desolation  and  desertion  ;  now  on  the  site  of 
the  temple  is  the  Mahometan  mosque  ;  and  on  mount 
Calvary,  the  superstition  of  Popery  and  other  fallen 
churches.  Thus,  as  it  were,  the  two  feet  of  Antichrist  to 
this  very  day  tread  down  Jerusalem,  with  the  double 
weight  of  a  corrupted  Christianity  and  a  polluting  impos- 
ture. When  the  first  news  of  mercy  and  comfort  brake 
upon  the  ears  of  the  afflicted  Jews,  as  in  utter  despondency, 
"Zion  said,  the  Lord  hath  forsaken  me,  and  my  lord  hath 
forgotten  me."  Isaiah  xlix.  14.  But  he  who  delights  in 
relieving  the  extremest  distress,  then  gave  those  rich  pro- 
mises, "  Can  a  woman  forget  her  sucking-child,  that  she 
should  not  have  compassion  on  the  son  of  her  womb  ? 
Yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  wiU  I  not  forget  thee.  Behold, 
I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands  ;  thy 
walls  are  continually  before  me."  Isaiah  xlix.  15,  Ki. 
We  deny  not  that  these  gracious  promises  have  a  rich 
spiritual  meaning  applicable  to  the  Israel  of  God  (Gal.  iii. 
16.)  of  whatever  nation,  that  is,  to  every  part  of  the 
church  of  Christ.  "  If  ye  be  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abra- 
ham's seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise.  Gal.  iii. 
29.  But  we  cannot  exclude  the  literal  Jew  from  a  primary 
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interest  in  promises  first  made  to  him,  and  yet  to  be 
realized  in  his  history  at  his  conversion  to  Christ.  So  in 
tliat  full  and  minute  description  given  by  Ezekiel  of  the 
latter-day  glory  of  the  city,  the  temple,  and  the  promised 
land,  he  closes  all  by  stating,  "  The  name  of  the  city  from 
that  day  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there."  Ezek.  xlviii.  13. 
Thus  indeed  will  it  be  a  city  not  forsaken.  The  very 
expression,  ciVy,  shews  gathering  together,  and  national 
restoration,  both  union  and  a  kingdom.  And  when  Zion 
is  thus  "  a  city  not  forsaken,"  that  prediction  will  be 
realized  ; — "  Whereas  thou  hast  been  forsaken,  and  hated, 
so  that  no  man  went  through  thee,  I  will  make  thee  an 
eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  generations."  Isa.  Ix.  1.5 . 

Sucli  are  the  blessings  to  be  bestowed  upon  Israel,  and 
what  shall  be  the  issue  of  all  this  ?  Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  universal  joy  among  all  holy  beings. 

The  conversion  and  salvation,  the  restoration  and  glory 
of  Israel,  will  eminently  display  the  honour  of  the  triune 
Jehovah.  What  riches  of  forbearance,  patience,  long- 
suffering,  and  faithfulness  will  it  manifest  in  our  heavenly 
Father  !  How  wonderful  the  glories  of  his  electing  love 
in  once  rebellious,  and  then  recovered  Israel  !  What 
efficacy  in  our  Redeemer's  blood  !  What  a  prevalency  in 
his  intercession  for  his  worst  and  bitterest  enemies  !  What 
omnipotent  energy  and  grace  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  his 
overcoming  all  their  infidelity,  prejudices,  and  obstinacy  ! 
Oh  !  my  brethren,  what  a  bright  and  valuable  jewel  in 
the  Redeemer's  nmni]  crowns  (Rev.  xix.  12.)  or  rather 
what  a  royal  diadem  (Isaiah  Ixii.  3.)  at  the  latter  day, 
will  be  converted  Israel,  holy  and  joyful  in  their  own  land  ! 

What  joy  also  in  heaven  !  If  the  angels  joy  over  one 
sinner  that  repents,  (Luke  xv.  10,)  what  will  be  their  joy 
over  the  restoration  of  the  long-lost,  the  ancient  people  of 
God  ?  Heaven  itself  is  filled  with  patriarchs,  and  kings, 
prophets,  apostles,  and  martyrs,  the  very  ancestors  of 
these  Jews.  The>/  cannot  be  uninterested  in  the  remnant  to 
be  saved.  Oh  !  how  will  hallelujahs  afresh  resound  through 
all  the  heavenly  mansions,  when  their  own  descendants, 


180 


RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS  : 


after  so  many  ages  of  delay,  at  length  return  to  the  Sa- 
viour, and  yield  themselves  to  him  ? 

Nor  will  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  without  their  share 
in  this  general  joy.  "  The  Gentiles  are  to  rejoice  with  his 
people."  Deut.  xxxii.  43.  Songs  of  glorj^  will  at  length 
hurst  forth  from  every  land  to  the  Divine  Redeemer.  When 
we  are  told,  "  He  has  remembered  his  mercy  and  truth 
towards  the  house  of  Israel,"  it  is  added,  "  And  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 
Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth  ;  make 
a  loud  noise,  rejoice,  and  sing  praise."  Psalm  xcviii.  8. 
And  so  "  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." 
Hab.  ii.  14. 

It  is  ours,  my  brethren,  to  be  helpers  in  bringing  on 
this  blessed  result.  God  gives  us  the  privilege  of  preparing 
the  ground,  which  he  will  crown  with  such  a  glorious 
harvest,  in  which  "  they  that  sow,  and  they  that  reap, 
shall  rejoice  together."  John  xiv.  3G. 

III.  The  duties  to  which  we  are  called. — "  Go 
through,  go  through  the  gates,  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
people  ;  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway  ;  gather  out  the 
stones :  lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people." 

Here  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  wherever  the  Jews  may 
be,  are  called  to  prepare  roads  for  their  return  to  their  own 
land,  that  they  and  the  nations  at  large  may  be  ready  to 
receive  and  welcome  the  great  Lord  and  King  of  the  whole 
earth.  The  general  direction  is  to  prepare  the  Jews,  and 
thus  also  the  Gentiles,  for  the  coming  Saviour. 

As  on  the  first  coming  of  our  Lord,  John  the  Baptist 
was  "  the  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  ^the  wilderness.  Pre- 
pare ye  the  way  of  the  Lord  ;  make  straight  in  the  desert 
a  highway  for  our  God  ;  "  (Isaiah  xl.  8,)  so  on  his  second 
coming,  Isaiah  here  calls  us  to  labour,  that  the  Jews  may 
be  prepared  to  welcome  him. 

We  may  notice  three  things  :  indifference  is  to  be  cast 
off  ;  a  way  is  to  be  prepared  ;  and  a  standard  to  be  lifted  up. 
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1.  Indifference  is  to  be  cast  off. — "  Go  through, 
go  through  the  gates." 

This  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a  direction  to  the  Jews 
to  leave  Babylon,  (as  Isaiah  xlviii.  20  ;  lii.  11,)  or  the 
cities  of  their  present  dispersion,  but  a  direction  to  the 
Gentiles  zealously  to  proceed  in  helping  the  Jews. 

The  double  direction  shews  the  ardour  of  the  divine 
mind,  the  importance  of  the  duty,  how  dull  Christians  in 
general  would  be  to  it,  and  how  needful  to  rouse  them  by 
repeated  exhortations.  The  church  has  greatly  lost  the 
hope  of  Christ's  speedy  coming,  and  of  the  recovery  of  his 
people  Israel.  In  the  parable  of  the  virgins,  all  are  slum- 
bering when  the  cry  is  made,  "  Go  ye  out  to  meet  him," 
Matt,  XXV.  6.  So  there  is  here  a  similar  warning  and 
direction  to  excite  us  to  prepare  the  way  of  his  people. 
No  longer  rest  in  your  comfortable  homes,  in  self-indulgent 
ease  and  careless  indifference.  Think  of  his  desolate  peo- 
ple ;  rouse  yourselves,  and  go  forth  in  zealous  exertions. 
Luxurious  cities  are  little  disposed  to  make  sacrifices,  and 
exercise  self-denial  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  But  what  is 
now  the  voice  of  the  ministry  may  come  in  another  form. 
"  The  judgments  of  the  Lord  may  be  abroad  in  the  earth," 
(Isaiah  xxvi.  2,)  and  his  Providence  may  be  so  striking, 
as  to  make  it  nationally  desirable  for  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  to  make  efforts  to  hasten  the  return  of  the  Jews,  and 
to  favour  those  whom  they  have  hitherto  scorned. 

Ever  since  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  for  nearly 
eighteen  hundred  years,  with  but  partial  exceptions.  Chris- 
tians have  not  only  manifested  great  inditfei-ence  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Jews,  but  have  mocked  and  cruelly  used 
them.  They  have  not  only  omitted  to  go  out  of  the  gates 
to  help,  they  have  awfully  fulfilled  predicted  wickedness  ; 
and  Jews  have  been  "  oppressed  and  crushed  always,  and 
have  become  an  astonishment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by-word 
among  all  nations."  Deut.  xxviii.  83,  87.  Nor  has  Eng- 
land been  more  backward  than  other  countries  in  these 
cruelties.  After,  with  a  slight  exception,  suffering  a  cen- 
tury of  pillage,  oppression,  and  barbarism,  from  our  first 
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Richard  to  our  first  Edward,  the  Jews  were,  for  a  period 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  banished  as  a  people 
from  our  land.  Even  in  the  last  century,  when  an  act 
was  passed  in  their  favour,  the  Parliament,  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  was  compelled,  by  the  national  voice  of  enmity 
to  the  Jews,  wholly  to  repeal  it. 

But,  we  trust,  a  more  Christian  spirit,  a  spirit  of  com- 
passion and  love,  has  been  given  to  the  church ;  and  as 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  accomplishing,  so  the  period 
for  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  is  approaching.  May  we 
all  obey  the  divine  direction  ;  bestir  ourselves  ;  repent  of 
former  cruelties  ;  repair,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  injuries 
inflicted  in  past  ages,  and  retrieve  the  captive  Jew  from 
his  exiled  desolation  ! 

2.  A  WAY  IS  TO  BE  PREPARED — "  Prepare  ye  the  waj' 
of  the  people  :  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway  ;  gather  out 
the  stones." 

There  is,  first,  a  general  direction:  "Prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  people."  Isaiah  xl.  3.  The  direction  by  John 
the  Baptist,  at  the  first  coming  of  Christ,  was,  "  Prepare 
the  way  of  the  Lord."  Here  it  is,  "  Prepare  the  way 
of  the  people."  It  seems  to  point  out  a  remarkable  dis- 
tinction between  tlie  manner  of  the  first  coming  and  the 
manner  of  the  second  coming.  The  first  coming  was  in 
obscurity,  and  lowliness,  and  humiliation.  The  second 
coming  will  be  with  power,  splendour,  and  ffreat  glory. 
The  first  coming  needed  every  harbinger,  such  as  a  star, 
and  angels  from  heaven,  and  a  preparatory  forerunner,  to 
point  out  the  Messiah.  Mark  xiii.  36.  2  Peter  i.  16.  Matt, 
xvi.  26.  Nothing  of  this  kind  is  needed  at  his  second 
coming.  "  As  the  lightning,  blazing  from  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a 
shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump 
of  God,"  (Matt.  xxiv.  27-  1  Cor.  xv.  52.  1  Thess.  iv.  16,) 
his  own  power  and  glory  will  everywhere  make  irresistible 
way  for  him. 

But  he  has  designs  of  mercy  towards  his  long-rejected 
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and  desolate  people  ;  and  he  will  have  them  prepared  for 
his  coming  :  they  are  backward  and  indisposed  to  meet 
him  ;  they  shrink  from  the  difficulties  before  them.  They 
need  to  be  prepared. 

This  preparation  may  be  viewed,  either  as  it  regards 
their  literal  or  their  spiritual  restoration.  While  they  are 
scattered  among  all  nations,  and  dispersed  over  the  earth, 
they  are  unprepared  fortjie  coming  of  Christ  to  reign  over 
them  as  a  nation.  It  is  remarkable,  also,  how  much  of  the 
language  relating  to  their  future  blessedness  is  like  that  of 
our  text,  couched  in  terms  applicable  to  their  literal  re- 
turn. It  is  therefore  probable  that  at  least  a  part  of  the 
Jewish  nation  may,  before  the  coming  of  Christ  to  reign 
over  the  earth,  be  restored  to  their  own  land.  But  I  mean 
not  to  speak  of  preparation  for  that ;  God  has  doubtless 
ordained  all  the  instruments,  and  in  his  time  will  call 
them  forth  to  their  appointed  work.  Our  office,  as  a 
Society,  and  as  Christians  also,  is  of  another  kind.  Ani- 
mated by  that  spirit  which  led  St.  Paul  to  say,  "  Brethren, 
my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is,  that 
they  might  be  saved,"  (Rom.  x.  1,)  we  seek  supremely  their 
spiritual  restoration.  The  promises  which  especially 
quicken  our  efforts  are  such  as  this,  "  The  children  of 
Israel  shall  return,  and  seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David 
their  king  ;  and  shall  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodness,  in 
the  latter  days."  Hosea  iii.  .5. 

But  it  is  much  to  be  observed,  that  the  final  restoration 
of  Israel  is  connected,  not  only  with  their  being  subse- 
quently blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings,  (Jer.  xxxii. 
39—41.  Ezek.  xi.  17—20  ;  xxxvi.  24,  28,)  but  also  with 
their  being  previously  brought  to  a  penitent  state  of  mind. 
"  When  thou  shalt  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  then  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  have  compassion  on  thee,  and  will  re- 
turn, and  gather  thee  from  all  the  nations  whither  the 
Lord  thy  God  hath  scattered  thee."  Deut.  xxx.  2,  3.  See 
also  Deut.  iv.  29 — 31.  "They  shall  come  with  weeping, 
and  with  supplications  will  I  lead  them."  Jer.  xxxi.  9. 
Let  no  Jew,  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  expect  the  full  mer- 
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cies  and  glories  of  restoration  but  in  the  way  of  personal 
and  national  repentance.  What  a  scope  this  gives  also  for 
the  largest  exertions  of  our  Society. 

Their  way  needs  to  be  prepared  for  this  spiritual  resto- 
ration. True,  they  are  in  very  different  states  of  mind. 
Among  some  there  appear  to  be  deep  feelings  of  devotion 
and  great  moral  integrity  and  uprightness,  so  as  utterly  to 
shame  nominal  Christians  among  whom  they  live  ;  others 
are  in  all  the  self-righteous  bondage  of  a  legal  spirit ;  others 
are  sunk  in  worldliness,  love  of  riches,  deceit,  and  infi- 
delity ;  and  multitudes  are  very  ignorant  of  their  own. 
scriptures,  and  blinded  by  deep-rooted  attachment  to  vain 
and  absurd  traditions.  Though  they  have  with  wonderful 
tenacity,  for  1800  years,  retained  the  hope  of  a  Messiah 
to  come,  ithey  have,  as  a  nation,  as  yet  little  preparation 
of  heart  for  tlie  true  Messiah  ;  and,  though  some  have 
more  scriptural  views,* — many  of  them  rather  look  for  a 
carnal  king  and  conqueror,  and  an  absolutely  earthly  king- 
dom, than  for  that  glorious  Redeemer  who  once  offered 
himself  "a  sacrifice  for  sin,"  (Heb.  x.  12,)  and  whose 
kingdom  is  peculiarly  distinguished  by  all  his  people 
(Isaiah  Ix.  21,)  leing  righteous.  "A  sceptre  of  righteous- 
ness is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  :  Thou  hast  loved  right- 
eousness, and  hated  iniquity."  Heb.  i.  8,  9. 

Our  preparatory  work,  and  that  in  which  the  Society  has 
largely  engaged,  is  to  be  much  in  prayer  for  them  ;  to  show 
them  in  every  practical  way  the  most  disinterested  kindness  ; 
to  instruct  them  in  the  things  of  God  ;  to  make  manifest 
to  them  how  full  their  own  scriptures  are  of  testimonies 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Thus  may  we  hope,  before  the 
period  of  their  general  conversion,  that  the  veil  now  upon 
the  heart  of  many  a  Jew  (2  Cor.  iii.  15,)  may  be  removed  ; 

*  Mr.  Herschell  states  it  as  a  general  belief  of  the  Jews  in  Poland,  that 
at  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  the  land  of  Israel  will  be  restored  to  its  former 
fertility  and  beauty ;  that  the  nation  will  return  thither,  and  be  re-instated 
in  its  original  glory  and  pre-eminence  ;  that  the  resurrection  of  the  just  will 
then  take  place,  and  a  reign  of  righteousness  and  peace  commence  ;  and  that 
in  addition,  the  intercourse  with  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  sin  has  in- 
terrupted, will  again,  through  the  medium  of  the  Messiah,  be  renewed. — See 
Hurscliell's  Brief  Sketch    see  also  Babbi  Crool'a  Restoration  of  Israel. 
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and  their  way  at  length  be  so  far  prepared  that,  when 
their  Lord  shall  appear,  they  may  be  ready  with  one  voice 
to  exclaim,  "  Lo  !  this  is  our  God  ;  we  have  waited  for 
him,  and  he  will  save  us  ;  this  is  the  Lord  ;  we  have  waited 
for  him  ;  we  wiU  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation." 
Isaiah  xxv.  9. 

But  besides  this  general  direction,  there  are  others  more 
particular  :  "  Cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway." 

The  earnestness  of  the  divine  record,  and  the  repetition, 
again  and  again,  of  the  call  to  regard  our  duties  to  the 
Jews,  is  surely  designed  and  calculated  to  arrest  our 
attention,  and  call  forth  continued  and  constantly  renewed 
exertions. 

As  a  highway  must  be  prepared,  to  enable  a  person  to 
pass  easily  over  a  country  to  a  city,  so  must  various  im- 
portant steps  be  taken  to  make  the  way  of  the  Jews  plain 
before  them.  And  if  great  labour,  much  time,  and  many 
sacrifices,  are  requisite  to  make  a  road  to  enable  men  to 
pass  from  town  to  town,  in  far  higher  interests  all  this  is 
yet  more  needful ;  that  thus  a  way  may  be  made  open  to 
all,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned,  wise  and  un- 
wise, so  plain  and  direct  that  none  need  mistake  it. 

And  if  we  look  at  the  obstructions,  when  our  society  be- 
gan its  course,  0  what  mountains  of  prejudice,  the  accu- 
mulation of  ages,  had  to  be  levelled  !  What  vallies  of 
ignorance,  that  for  centuries  had  impeded  their  way  to 
Christ,  had  to  be  filled  up  !  What  difficulties  had  to  be 
removed  before  the  Jews  could  have  free  access  to  Chris- 
tian truth  in  its  purity  and  simplicity  !  Even  the  first 
steps,  to  bring  before  them  generally  their  own  scriptures, 
and  to  give  ours  of  the  New  Testament  to  them,  require 
constant  and  very  enlarged  exertions. 

Surely,  my  brethren,  our  Society  has,  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  been  busily  employed  in  "casting  up 
this  highway." 

Another  particular  direction  is,  to  "gather  out  the  stones." 

In  a  parallel  passage  it  is,  "  Take  up  the  stumbling- 
block  out  of  the  way  of  my  people."    Isaiah  Ivii.  14. 
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Immense  have  been  the  stones  of  offence  laid  in  the  way 
of  the  Jews,  by  ages  of  wrong  and  injury,  insult  and  op- 
pression, and  more  especially  by  ages  of  a  degraded  Chris- 
tianity. Look  only  at  the  present  state  of  the  Christian 
world,  wherever  the  Jews  are  scattered  and  dispersed. 

The  churches  on  the  continent,  with  the  exception  of  the 
comparatively  small,  though  blessed  be  God,  increasing 
number  of  the  faithful  followers  of  Christ,  have  been  de- 
scribed as  divided  into  two  great  sects  ;  one,  baptized  infi- 
dels, and  the  other,  worshippers  of  images  ;  all  professing 
to  be  followers  of  Jesus,  but  not  doing  the  things  which  he 
commands.  And  to  this  day  the  Jews  are  exposed  to 
insult  and  oppression  of  varied  kinds,  and  are  suffering 
wrongs  from  Christians  in  name.  They  behold,  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  not  Christianity  in  its  simplicity, 
holiness,  and  loveliness,  but  a  spurious  profession,  deformed 
•with  adored  crucifixes  and  images,  idolatry  of  created 
beings,  and  innumerable  and  most  gross  superstitions  :  or 
vrith  ungodly  lives  of  infidel  and  licentious  men.  How  can 
they  embrace  such  a  Christianity,  when  they  know  that 
for  similar  sins  the  Jews  endured  their  first  captivity  in 
Babylon,  and  their  descendants  have  ever  since  been  wit- 
nesses against  these  sins  1  Nor  are  things  better  in  the 
Greek  and  Eastern  churches ;  in  which  pictures  are 
honoured,  and  ignorance,  vice,  and  superstition,  dishonour, 
most  fearfully  and  extensively,  the  name  of  Christ. 

And  do  the  Protestant  churches  present  no  stumbling- 
blocks  to  the  Jews  !  Alas  !  how  must  we  sigh  over  our 
own  churches,  when  they  see,  in  the  Reformed  churches, 
infidelity  and  formality,  ungodliness  and  worldliness, 
enmity  and  bitterness,  strife  and  divisions,  railing  against 
and  devouring  each  other  ?  Nor  do  I  conceive  that  our  too 
generally  accredited  system  of  spiritualizing  the  prophecies, 
taking  all  the  promises  to  the  Christian  church,and  leaving 
all  the  threatenings  to  the  Jewish  nation,  has  been  a 
harmless  perversion  ;  however  justly  spiritual  Christians 
are  entitled  in  Christ  Jesus  to  all  the  promises  of  spiritual 
blessings,  and  unbelieving  Jews  have  forfeited  them  while 
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in  unbelief :  yet  is  there  a  rich  reserve  of  blessing  for  the 
Jewish  nation.  Nor  let  us  ever  forget  the  apostle's  advice 
Rom.  xi.  18 — 20,  "  not  to  boast  against  the  branches  that  are 
broken  off ;  not  to  be  high-minded,  but  fear."  What  is 
past,  we  explain  literally,  and  so  must  we  what  is  to  come. 
To  tell  the  Jews  that  Zion  and  Jerusalem  mean  only  the 
Gentile  Church  ;  and  the  land  where  their  forefathers 
dwelt  means  only  heaven,  is  wrongfully  to  leave  a  stone  of 
offence  in  their  way. 

Oh  !  when  we  look  back  on  the  dealings  of  professed 
Christians  with  the  Jews,  we  might  think  that  the  direc- 
tions which  Christians  had  received  from  their  divine 
Master  had  been,  not  to  labour  incessantly  in  preaching 
the  gospel  of  peace  to  them,  but  "  Despise  the  Jews  ;  mock 
them  in  every  form  ;  inflict  pains  and  cruelties  upon  them  ; 
leave  every-where  stones  of  offence,  make  Christianity  as 
hateful  to  them  as  possible."  Thus  have  we,  in  our  wick- 
edness, dealt  with  them  in  the  way  of  imposing  penalties 
and  sufferings,  instead  of  in  Christian  love,  unwearied  pa- 
tience, and  Christ-like  compassion,  mourning  over  them, 
and  seeking  to  lead  them  to  their  only  Shepherd  and 
Saviour. 

And  can  we  think  these  wrongs  leave  no  guilt  on  Chris- 
tendom ?  Is  it  in  vain  that  God  has  said  "  I  am  jealous 
for  Jerusalem  and  Zion  with  a  great  jealousy  ;  and  I  am 
very  sore  displeased  with  the  heathen  that  are  at  ease  :  for 
I  was  but  a  little  displeased,  and  they  helped  forward  the 
affliction."  Zech.  i.  15.  Most  awful  are  the  divine  judg- 
ments to  be  inflicted  on  impenitent  nations  that  have  here- 
tofore punished  the  Jews.  "  I  will,  says  God,  feed  them 
that  oppress  thee  with  their  own  flesh  :  and  they  .shall  be 
dranken  with  their  own  blood  as  with  sweet  wine."  Isaiah 
xlix.  26.  "I  will  undo  all  that  afflict  thee."  Zeph.  iii.  10. 
"  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put  all  these  curses  upon  thine 
enemies,  and  on  them  that  hate  thee,  which  persecuted 
thee."    Deut.  xxx.  7. 

May  we  then,  my  brethren,  repent  of  the  sins  of  past 
ages,  and  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance  I  May 
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we  offer  up  in  this  reference  the  beautiful  prayer  of  our 
Liturgy,  "  Remember  not,  Lord,  our  offences,  nor  the 
offences  of  our  forefatliers  ;  neither  take  thou  vengeance  of 
our  sins."  May  we  remove,  as  far  as  we  can,  these  stones 
out  of  tlie  way  of  the  Jews  !  They  must  be  distinctly 
told,  These  are  not  the  ways  of  the  Christ  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament ;  they  are  altogether  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  his 
gospel.  We  must  distinguish  between  his  spiritual  and 
his  outward  church.  We  must  separate  the  truth  from 
the  error  which  the  devil  has  been  sowing  along  with  it, 
and  "  take  forth  the  precious  from  the  vile."  Jer.  xv,  19. 
Let  Christians  "  shine  as  lights  in  the  world,"  Phil.  ii.  16, 
"  full  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  love  ;  holding  forth  the  word, 
the  pure  word  of  life  ;"  and  the  way  of  the  Jew  to  Christ 
will  be  plain  and  obvious,  distinct  and  manifest.  (Isaiah 
xi.  10—12. 

A  STANDARD  IS  ALSO  TO  BE  LIFTED  CP  FOR  THE  NA- 
TIONS— "  Lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people."  This  is 
added  not  only  as  a  duty  to  be  discharged,  but  as  a  great 
encouragement  to  fulfil  duties  to  the  Jews,  by  the  blessed 
effect  it  will  undoubtedly  have  upon  all  nations. 

The  meaning  of  this  standard  will  be  more  clear,  by 
referring  to  a  preceding  passage  in  Isaiah  (xi.  10 — 12), 
"  And  in  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse,  which  shall 
stand  for  an  ensign  of  the  people  ;  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles 
seek  ;  and  his  rest  shall  be  glorious.  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  set  his  hand  again 
the  second  time  to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people, 
which  shall  be  left,  from  Assyria,  and  fi-om  Egypt,  and 
from  Pathros,  and  from  Cush,  and  from  Elam,  and  from 
Shinar,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from  the  islands  of  the 
sea.  And  he  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the  nations,  and 
shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and  gather  together 
the  dispersed  of  Judah  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth." 

A  standard  is  a  token  of  war  :  it  is  to  assemble,  direct, 
and  encourage  the  army,  and  to  animate  them  in  proceed- 
ing against  their  enemies.  The  army  of  Christ  has  hitherto 
been  in  a  slumbering  or  defensive  posture  ;  but  it  has  be- 
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gun  its  active  war  with  all  its  enemies,  and  it  will  never 
cease  till  the  prediction  be  realized — "  The  saints  of  the 
Most  High  shall  take  the  kingdom,  and  possess  the  king- 
dom for  ever,  even  for  ever  and  ever."    Dan.  vii.  18. 

Not  that  "  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  carnal :  "  God 
forbid  !  "  we  do  not  war  after  the  flesh."  2  Cor.  x.  3,  4. 
The  standard  we  are  to  lift  up,  has  inscribed  upon  it, 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good-will  to 
men."  Luke  ii.  14.  In  short,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
our  standard  ;  his  spirit  of  meekness,  humility,  and  love, 
is  to  glow  in  our  hearts,  and  live  in  our  actions.  What- 
ever he  may  do,  as  righteous  Judge,  we,  as  penitent  be- 
lievers, have  "to  beseech  men,  by  tiie  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness of  Christ,  to  be  reconciled  to  God."  2  Cor.  v.  20  ;  x.  1. 

To  lift  up  this  standard,  is  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  fully 
declare  the  doctrine  of  a  crucified  and  glorified  Saviour. 
He  himself  says,  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me."  John  xii.  .32.  Christ  Jesus,  then,  in  all  his  love 
and  pity,  in  all  his  grace,  riches,  and  fulness,  is  to  be  pro- 
claimed. He  is  to  be  made  known  in  his  divine  glory,  as 
"  the  mighty  God  "  (Isaiah  ix.  6  ;)  "  Jehovah  our  right- 
eousness "  (Jer.  xxiii.  6  ;)  to  whom  we  can  say,  "  Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever."  Psalm  xlv.  6,  7. 
In  his  incarnation,  "  Unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a 
son  is  given  ;  a  virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son,  and 
shall  call  his  name  Immanuel"  (Isaiah  ix.  6  ;)  in  all  the 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  as  "  a  man  of  sorrows  "  (Isaiah 
llii.  3,)  dwelling  among  us,  "full  of  grace  and  ti'uth."  He 
is  to  be  lifted  up  in  all  the  work  which  he  has  accomplished 
by  his  atoning  blood  and  his  finished  redemption.  The 
freedom  of  this  salvation,  its  fulness,  and  its  commanded 
proclamation  to  all,  even  the  most  vile  and  guilty,  these 
are  to  be  set  forth.  His  risen  glory,  as  Mediator,  seated 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  having  "  all  power  in  hea- 
ven and  earth  given  to  him  "  (Matt,  xxviii.  18),  and  "  re- 
ceiving gifts  for  men,  yea  for  the  rebellious  also  "  (Psalm 
Ixviii.  18),  is  to  be  fully  preached.  And  he  is  to  be  yet 
farther  lifted  up,  in  the  doctrine  of  his  speedy  return,  his 
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second  coming,  "  in  the  glory  of  the  Fathei- "  (Matt.  xvi. 
27),  the  judgments  which  he  will  then  execute,  and  the 
blessings  which  he  will  then  bestow  ;  the  everlasting  wrath 
that  he  will  pour  upon  the  wicked,  and  the  heavenly  and 
eternal  kingdom  which  his  saints  shall  then  inherit. 

Here  is  our  glorious  standard,  which  in  this  latter  day 
we  have  everywhere  to  raise  up  as  the  assembling,  the  pre- 
ceding, the  rallying,  and  the  all-conquering  ensign  of  the 
church.  Amidst  the  deluge  of  infidel  words,  works,  and 
publications,  and  amidst  the  overflowing  streams  of  ungod- 
liness, this  is  that  ensign  which  shall  lead  all  the  church 
of  Christ  to  its  full  triumph.  "  When  the  enemy  shall 
come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a 
standard  against  him  ;  and  the  Redeemer  shall  come  to 
Zion." 

But  for  whom  is  this  standard  to  be  lifted  up  ?  "  For 
the  people"  (Isaiah  xi.  10 — 12);  the  original  is  in  the 
plural  number,  for  the  •peoples  ;  and  it  is  by  the  best  trans- 
lators rendered,  the  nations.  In  the  passage  already  quoted 
from  Isaiah,  the  nations  are  described  as  seeking  to  this 
ensign,  and  it  is  called  the  ensign  of  the  'natiom.  I  consider 
it,  therefore,  to  have  a  special  reference  to  the  Gentiles  as 
distinguished  from  the  Jews,  and  to  intimate  to  them  what 
is  so  clearly  foretold  in  other  places,  that  the  restoration 
of  Israel  shall  be  the  means  of  most  extensive  blessings  to 
every  other  nation. 

There  is  a  close  connection  between  preparing  the  way 
for  the  Jews,  and  the  lifting  up  of  a  standard  for  the  na- 
tions ;  a  connection  which  we  see  not  only  in  the  text,  but 
in  the  actual  events  of  our  times  ;  while  new  and  unpara- 
lelled  efforts  are  made  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles, 
similar  efi^orts  are  made  for  the  Jews,  and  the  prophetic 
word  leads  us  to  anticipate  that  the  restoration  of  the  Jews 
will  affect  the  whole  world.  Isaiah,  alluding  to  it,  says, 
"  All  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and  dwellers  on  the 
earth,  see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  moun- 
tains ;  and  when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  j'e."  Isaiah 
xviii.  3. 
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Zion  is  yet  to  be  in  a  fuller  sense  than  it  ever  has  been, 
the  Jezreel  (Hosea  ii,  22,  23),  or  seed  of  God,  "  sown  in  the 
earth,  and  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth."  Psalm  xlviii.  2. 
In  the  earlier  days  of  their  history,  the  Jews  have  been, 
by  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles,  the  great  means 
which  God  has  used  for  imparting  tlie  knowledge  of  him- 
self to  men.  Even  to  this  day,  by  their  numbers,  their  dis- 
persions, and  their  adherence  to  their  religion,  they  furnish 
the  most  unexceptionable,  extended,  and  palpable  witnesses 
to  the  truth  of  the  Old  Testament.  Still  more  abundantly 
have  they  been  honoured,  as  "  from  them,  as  concerning 
the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for 
ever."  Rom.  ix.  5.  And  this  Divine  Saviour,  the  true 
glory  of  Israel,  is  to  be  yet,  through  them,  still  more  ex- 
tensively made  known  among  the  nations.  See  the  Jews, 
after  eighteen  hundred  years  dispersion,  gathered  from 
every  part  of  the  earth,  chastened,  humbled,  penitent, 
grateful  and  devoted,  assembled  in  their  own  city,  hon- 
oured by  the  Redeemer ;  and  doubt  not  but,  according  to 
his  own  purposes  of  mercy  to  a  fallen  world,  they  will  be 
made  in  the  last  day  the  fullest  benefactors  of  the  human 
race.  This  is  the  apostolic  argument,  "  If  the  fall  of  them 
be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them  the 
riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fulness  !  " 
Rom.  xi.  12.  So  vast  at  their  fall  was  the  spread  of  the 
gospel,  that  in  its  early  progress  hardly  a  corner  of  the 
known  world  was  left  unvisited  by  Christian  teachers.  But 
this  early  success  was  limited,  compared  with  the  glory 
yet  to  be  realized,  when  "  the  remnant  of  Jacob  shall  be 
in  the  midst  of  many  people  as  a  dew  from  the  Lord,  as 
showers  that  water  the  grass  ;  "  as  dew  in  universality,  as 
showers  in  copiousness.  How  fully  and  prominently  will 
their  restoration  be  the  means  of  displaying  the  Saviour 
through  the  earth,  and  hastening  tlie  coming  of  his  king- 
dom !  "  The  receiving  of  them  sliall  be  as  life  from  the 
dead  "  (Rom.  xi.  1,5)  ;  "  All  people,  nations,  and  languages 
shall  serve  him,  and  his  dominion  is  an  everlasting  do- 
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minion,  winch  shall  not  pass  away,  and  his  kingdom  that 
which  shall  not  be  destroyed."    Dan.  vii.  14. 

Oh  !  glorious  kingdom  !  Oh  !  much  longed-for,  ardently 
desired,  and  most  blessed  era,  when  shall  it  once  be  ?  It 
is  the  prayer  of  the  whole  church,  "  Thy  kingdom  come, 
thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Matt.  vi.  10. 
When  then,  shall  "  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the 
kingdom  of  our  God  and  his  Christ,  and  he  reign  for  ever 
and  ever  ?  "  Rev.  xi.  15.  "  The  whole  creation  groaneth 
and  travailetli  in  pain  together  for  it."  Rom.  viii.  22. 
Long  has  the  monarch  been  absent  in  the  "  far  country,  to 
receive  for  himself  this  kingdom."  Luke  xix.  12.  His 
faithful  servants  are  expecting  his  return,  "  waiting  for  the 
Son  from  heaven."  1  Thess.  i.  10.  Peculiar  rewards  and 
honour  will  be  given  to  them  in  that  day  ;  all  raised  in 
glory,  or  "  changed  in  a  moment,  and  fashioned  like  unto 
our  Saviour's  glorious  body,"  incorruptible  and  immortal  ; 
we  shall  be  "  made  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests,  and 
we  shall  reign  on  the  earth."    Rev.  v.  10. 

Nor  will  there  only  be  a  blessedness  bestowed  on  the 
church  of  God.  After  "  the  harvest  of  the  earth  is  gath- 
ered in,  and  the  vine  of  the  earth  is  trodden  in  the  great 
wine-press  of  the  wrath  of  God  "  (Rev.  xiv.  15 — 20)  ;  the 
nations  of  the  earth  in  general  shall  turn  to  our  Lord  and 
King :  then  his  church  sings  the  triumphant  song  of  Moses 
and  of  the  Lamb  ; — "  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works, 
Lord  God  Almighty  ;  just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou 
King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and 
glorify  thy  name  1  for  thou  only  art  holy  :  for  all  nations 
shall  come  and  worship  before  thee  ;  for  thy  judgments  are 
made  manifest."    Rev.  xv.  8,  4. 

Well  may  every  Christian  heart  join  in  the  desire  for 
this  kingdom.  Take,  my  brethren,  but  one  extended 
glance  at  our  habitable  globe.  Look  at  all  its  nations ; 
"  all  Hesh  has  cornipted  his  way  upon  earth."  Gen.  vi.  12. 
The  nations  are  idolatrous,  degraded,  ungodly,  alienated 
from  the  Most  High,  dishonouring  his  name,  and  full  of 
misery.    "  The  whole  world  lieth  in  the  wicked  one."  1 
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John  V.  19.  But  it  shall  not  be  so  for  ever  ;  when  his 
"judgments  are  made  manifest "  (Rev.  xv.  4),  "all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  shall  remember  and  tui'n  unto  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  before 
thee"  (Psalm  xxii.  37)  :  and  then  think  of  Satan  bound, 
the  Spirit  poured  out  on  all  flesh,  and  "  the  King  of  kings 
and  the  Lord  of  lords  "  reigning,  and  our  earth  full  of  just, 
true,  kind,  meek,  holy,  self-denying  Christians,  loving, 
disinterested,  and  heavenly-minded,  doing  the  will  of  God, 
and  glorifying  his  name  ;  one  such  Christian  spreads  hap- 
piness over  a  family,  a  neighbourhood,  and  even  a  country. 
0,  happy  day,  when  "  men  shall  be  blessed  in  Christ,  and 
all  nations  shall  call  him  blessed,  and  the  whole  earth  be 
filled  with  his  glory."  Psalm  Ixxii.  17 — 19.  Oh !  happy 
words,  "  Surely,  I  come  quickly  :  "  let  every  Christian 
heart  reply,  "Amen,  even  so  come,  Lord  Jesus."  Rev. 
xxii.  20. 

The  restoration  of  the  Jews  is  a  part,  then,  of  the  divine 
plan  for  attracting  the  attention  of  and  for  blessing  the 
whole  world,  according  to  the  promise,  "  The  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee  ; 
and  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings  to  the 
brightness  of  thy  rising;"  (Isaiah  Ix.  2,  3.)  and  in  this 
way  God  "  will  cause  righteousness  and  praise  to  spring 
foi-th  before  all  nations."  Thus  all  help  given  to  the  con- 
version of  the  Jews  is  also  most  effectual  help  given  for 
diffusing  the  gospel  of  Christ  among  all  nations.  And 
though  the  number  of  the  Jews  be  very  small  compared 
with  the  Gentiles,  yet  if  it  be  God's  purpose  by  their  con- 
version to  bless  the  world,  the  Jews  must,  by  no  means, 
be  neglected  by  him  who  wishes  scripturally  to  promote 
the  salvation  of  mankind,  and  the  establishment  of  Christ's 
universal  kingdom. 

Here,  then,  are  the  duties  to  which  our  God  calls  us. 
And  observe,  though  it  be  certain,  from  God's  promises, 
that  ultimately  the  Jews  will  be  converted,  though  in  ef- 
fecting this  it  may  please  God  to  give  us  but  limited  suc- 
cess iu  actual  conversion,  till  he  shew  his  mighty  power 
t  o 
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in  an  extraordinary  manner  ;  yet  nothing  of  this  kind  is 
in  the  least  to  retard  or  interfere  with  our  diligent  use  of 
means.  Our  text  distinctly,  in  the  name  of  the  great  Je- 
hovah, calls  you  to  fulfil  present  duties  towards  them. 
Whatever  God"s  work  may  be,  ours  is  made  plain  and 
clear.  0,  how  vain  that  excuse  of  an  unwilling,  indolent, 
and  selfish  heart ;  "  the  Jews  are  so  obstinate  and  preju- 
diced, that  we  must  wait  for  miracles  !  "  He  who  has  ex- 
perienced the  most  mighty  of  miracles  wrought  on  man, 
his  own  conversion,  his  own  quickening  from  the  death  of 
sin,  and  the  Saviour's  grace  in  his  own  experience,  should 
never  use  such  a  pretext. 

Here,  then,  I  take  my  ground  of  appeal  respecting  this 
Society.  I  have  but  this  one  point  to  make  out  for  your 
satisfaction.  Is  it  seeking  to  fulfil  the  directions  which 
God  has  given  here  ?  The  full  answer  is  the  history  of 
its  pi-oceedings.  These  shew  that  it  is  an  eminent  insti-u- 
ment  of  God,  doing  the  very  work  here  predicted.  True, 
it  has  been  a  specially  tried  society  in  its  whole  course, 
perhaps  more  tried  than  any  other.  Like  the  great  apostle, 
it  has  been  in  perils  among  false  brethren  ;  its  expectations 
have  been  disappointed  again  and  again  ;  some  of  its  most 
hopeful  agents  liave  failed  time  after  time  ;  its  faith  and 
wisdom,  patience  and  perseverance  have,  throughout  all 
its  efforts,  been  sorely  exercised.  0,  how  should  we  hon- 
our those  who  have  stood  in  this  cause  amidst  all  the  rude 
shocks  which  it  has  thus  received  !  Indeed,  its  trials 
should  but  endear  it  to  those  who  love  Christ,  and  furnish 
ground  whence  the  experienced  Christian  wiU  gather  the 
hope  of  its  ultimate  most  extensive  usefulness.* 

*  I  am  only  the  more  confirmed  in  this  view  of  the  scriptural  character  of 
the  general  proceedings  of  the  society,  by  the  remarks  made  by  the  author 
of  the  "  Genius  of  Judaism."  This  author,  taking  advantage  of  the  past 
trials  and  difficulties,  and  disparaging  the  efforts  of  the  society,  states  that 
'•  the  conversion  of  Jews  to  Christianity, — refonr.ed  Christianity,  must  be 
looked  for  by  a  different  princi]>ie  than  the  modes  hitherto  pursued."  He 
le.ives  us,  however,  in  the  dark  as  to  what  that  principle  should  be.  It  is 
X)aiuful  to  read  a  book,  professing  some  regard  to  the  Jews,  and  manifesting 
some  talent  and  considerable  research,  so  greatly  deficient  in  all  those  scrip- 
tural views  and  truths,  which  can  alone  furnish  the  true  key  to  the  past 
history  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  cheering  prospect  of  their  future 
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"  Having  obtained  help  of  God"  (Acts  xxvi.  22.)  tlie 
society  "  continues  to  this  day,"  witnessing  to  Jews  every 
where  the  gospel  of  Ciirist.  The  translation,  printing, 
and  wide  circulation  of  the  New  Testament  in  Hebrew  ; 
the  translation  of  the  whole  Scriptures  into  Judeo-Polish, 
(the  vernacular  language  of  a  large  portion  of  this  people,) 
and  the  printing  and  diffusing  of  the  New  Testament  and 
parts  of  the  Old  ;  the  }>reparation  of  innumerable  tracts  ; 
the  schools  provided  for  the  Jews  in  England,  on  the 
Continent,  and  in  India  ;  its  forty  missionai'ies,  of  whom 
a  large  proportion  are  converts  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
preaching  Christ  in  those  countries  where  the  Jews  are 
chiefly  found  ;  the  discussions  now  going  on  in  our  metro- 
polis,* the  questions  excited,  and  the  answers  given  ;  all 
this,  my  brethren,  is  the  very  work  to  which  God  here 
calls  you.  And  lie  has  himsulf  put  his  seal  (1  Cor.  ix.  2.) 
upon  these  labours,  by  thereby  already  bringing  many  of 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  Abraham  to  believe  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

Here  then  is  an  open  door  for  us  to  enter,  that  we  may 
fulfil  the  plain  duties  which  our  God  has  required  of  us. 
T  call  you  in  the  name  of  our  Divine  Master  to  support 
this  work,  to  cast  off  all  indifference,  to  "prepare  the  way 
of  the  people,"  and  to  "lift  up  a  standard  for  the  nations." 

In  practically  applying  the  subject  to  ourselves,  I  would 
address  the  ministers  of  Christ,  the  servants  of  Christ,  and 
men  in  general. 

].  Ministers  of  Christ. 

In  the  sixth  verse  of  the  chapter  our  great  Head  has 
told  us,  "  I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jeru- 
salem, which  shall  never  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night." 
Matt.  xvi.  8. 

blessedness.  Nothing  will  be  done  for  the  Jews  under  the  spirit  of  "philo- 
sciphy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the  traditions  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the 
world,  and  not  after  Christ."  (Col.  ii.  8.1  Evangelical  principles  drawn  from 
the  word  of  God,  and  leading  us  to  obedience  to  all  its  direction.?,  can  alone 
animate  us  to  wise,  Kelf-denying,  strenuous,  persevering,  and  finally  sucess- 
ful  efforts  for  the  spiritual  good  of  our  fellow-creatures. 

*  See  the  very  iustructive  tracts  called  Questions  and  Ansva-rs,  published 
by  the  Society. 
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Ministers  are  the  watchmen  of  the  Lord,  who  are  to 
"  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,"  and  to  lead  his  people 
forward  to  every  good  work.  Ministers  have  a  vast  influ- 
ence in  forming  the  character  of  their  parishes  and  con- 
gregations. What  we  take  an  interest  in,  will  interest 
our  flock  ;  what  we  omit  to  notice,  they  will  too  genei'ally 
disregard  ;  what  we  urge,  they  will  support.  How  great 
is  our  responsibility  then  in  this  day  !  Are  we  not  too 
much  afraid  of  charges  of  indiscretion  and  rashness  ?  I 
know  that  there  is  a  holy  wisdom  ;  but  that  wisdom  is 
full  of  life  and  patient  energy.  Ten  thousand  blunders  of 
the  warm-hearted  servant  of  his  Master ;  and  the  very 
icy  coldness  of  the  wholly  unconcerned,  are  less  off^ensive 
to  Christ  our  Lord,  than  that  lukewarmness  which  will 
attempt  nothing  new  under  the  pretext  that  much  is 
already  done.  O,  that  we  may  all  be  delivered  from  back- 
wardness and  indifference  !  What  efforts  have  we  yet 
made  as  a  nation  or  as  a  church  for  the  Jews  ?  0,  that 
our  God  may  dispose  our  king,  our  princes,  and  our 
nobles  to  join  in  this  work  of  love  !  *  0,  that  all  our 
bishops  may  patronise  and  support  it !  Why  has  not  this 
society  the  acknowledged  support  of  the  whole  church  ? 
In  other  causes  it  may  be  pleaded,  that  support  is  given 
1\V  preference  to  earlier  and  more  worthy  societies.  But, 
alas  !  there  is  no  rivalry  for  the  salvation  of  the  poor  Jew. 
To  you,  my  brethren  in  England,  is  left  the  undisputed 
and  unsought  honour  of  uniting  together  for  this  object. 
I  would  that  there  were  many  societies  in  and  out  of  the 
church,  so  that  "  whether  it  were  from  strife  or  good-will," 
we  might  rejoice  that  Christ  was  preached  to  Israel. 

And  why  do  not  our  universities  most  efi^ectually  secure 
the  divine  favour,  and  their  own  honour  in  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  church  of  Christ,  by  taking  a  full  part  in  this 

*  This  was  ouce  the  ease,  and  part  of  what  are  now  the  Master  of  the  Rolls' 
premises  in  Chancery-lane,  were  appropriated,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  to 
the  use  of  the  converted  Jews.  See  MoUoy  de  Jure  Maritime.  The  author 
!<ent  the  extract  to  the  Christian  Observer,  see  Vol.  lor  1811,  pp.  629,  B3U, 
and  it  is  given  in  the  introductory  remarks.  See  an  account  of  the  Charter 
in  Tovey's  Ar.glia  Judaica,  pp.  92,  93. 
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wol-k  1  Long  ago  did  Bishop  Kidder  tell  them,*  that 
they  were  furnished  with  all  the  instruments  and  weapons 
to  be  used  in  this  holy  war  ;  means  in  their  libraries  of 
searching  into  all  the  depths  of  this  controversy  ;  means 
in  their  public  schools  and  houses  to  discuss  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
end  of  their  foundations,  and  the  pious  intentions  of  their 
founders  and  benefactors,  than  to  endeavour  to  bring  men 
to  the  tnie  faith. 

And  it  would  be  very  desirable  and  advantageous,  if  we 
in  the  ministry,  amidst  our  many  other  calls  could  redeem 
some  time  for  Hebrew  and  Jewish  learning,  or  at  least  for 
the  careful  study  of  prophecy  respecting  the  Jews.t  This 
is  learning  immediately  connected  with  our  office,  and 
calculated  not  only  to  deepen  our  interest  for  the  Jews, 
but  to  enlarge  our  knowledge  of  the  truths  contained  in 
the  divine  records,  llemember  the  Apostle's  exhortation, 
"  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of 
this  mystery,  lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your  own  conceits. 
Rom.  xi.  52. 

Nor  let  all  attempts  for  the  Jews  be  met  by  desponding 
statements  of  the  impossibilities  and  hopelessness  of  the 
undertaking.  Where  difficulties  are  mentioned,  not  to 
stimulate  to  work,  but  to  lull  us  to  sleep,  it  is  only  the 
language  of  unbelief.  What !  is  not  salvation  from  first 
to  last  all  of  omnipotent  and  sovereign  grace  ?  To  that 
grace  nothing  shall  be  impossible.  Talk  not  then  of  the 
difficulty.  Remember  you  are  backed  and  bulwarked  by 
the  promises  and  oath  of  Jehovah  ;  by  the  covenant  ratified 
with  the  blood  of  his  Son.  You  are  labouring  for  the 
beloved  people  of  the  Lord,  and  you  are  sustained  by  the 
prayers  of  every  believer  from  the  beginning.    Do  you  say 

*  Kidder's  Demonstration  of  tlie  Messiali,  part  iii.  p.  195,  folio.  The 
Opponheim  Library  at  Oxford  is,  I  believe,  an  unequalled  collection  of 
Jewish  literature.  It  was  affecting  to  go  through  it,  and  know  how  little 
use  is  made  of  it. 

t  Such  works  as  Kidder  on  the  Messiah  ;  Faber  on  the  Restoration  of 
Judah  and  Israel ;  Eyre's  Observations  on  the  Prophecies ;  Scott  on  the  Res- 
toration of  Israel ;  and  Cuninghame 's  Letters  on  the  Jews,  furnish  much 
valuable  instruction. 
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that  the  Jews  are  deceitful,  prejudiced,  and  inveterately 
obstinate  1  And  may  not  the  conduct  of  the  Gentiles 
towards  them  have  been  the  very  cause  of  this  1  But  I 
appeal  to  my  faithful  brethren  ;  I  appeal  to  every  man 
truly  born  of  God,  and  say,  can  you,  knowing  your  own 
heart  and  history,  imagine  a  Jew  more  unlikely  to  be 
converted  to  Christ  than  you  yourself  once  were  ?  Have 
then  bowels  of  compassion  for  the  most  miserable  of  people, 
whether  you  regard  their  temporal  or  their  spiritual  state 
as  you  yourselves  have  obtained  mercy. 
Servants  of  Christ. 

The  direction  to  you  is,  "  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the 
Lord,"  or,  as  it  is  in  the  margin,  "  Ye  that  are  the  Lord's 
remembrancers,  keep  not  silence,  and  give  the  Lord  no 
rest,  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth."  Isaiah 
Ixii.  6,  7.  The  men  of  prayer  are  tlie  men  who  should 
take  a  lively  interest  in  this  work.  The  prophet  seems 
especially  to  predict  this  of  the  true  believer,  "  He  tliat 
jjutteth  his  trust  in  me  shall  possess  the  land,  and  shall 
inherit  my  holy  mountain,  and  shall  say,  Cast  ye,  cast  ye 
up  ;  prepare  the  way."  Isaiah  Ivii.  13,  14.  My  brethren, 
the  work  and  burden  of  helping  either  Jew  or  Gentile 
must  ultimately  be  borne  by  God's  faithful  servants  ;  they 
are  to  have  this  honour  and  blessedness.  Others  may, 
from  varied  motives,  join  for  a  season,  but,  if  not  truly 
converted  themselves,  they  will  in  times  of  reproach  and 
difficulty  fall  away.  If  our  society  gather  around  it  men 
of  faith,  prayer,  and  devotedness,  it  gathers  its  true  and 
most  abiding  strength. 

Beware,  therefore,  of  forming  a  wrong  estimate  of  suc- 
cess. The  amount  of  funds  ;  the  thunders  of  human 
applause  ;  the  number  of  patrons  and  subscribers,  are  not 
the  sure  indications  of  prosperity.  But  if  God  give  us  a 
broken,  contrite,  and  jjrayerful  spirit ;  if  God  increase 
the  simplicity  of  our  dependance,  and  the  openness  of  our 
confession  of  gospel  principles  ;  if  God  lead  us  to  cease 
from  ma7i,  (Isaiah  ii.  22.)  and  to  glory  only  in  Christ 
Jesus,  then  have  we  the  earnest  that  he  is  with  us — then 
have  we  the  indications  of  a  successful  society. 
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Your  first  and  most  special  duty  is  that  to  which  God 
here  calls  you — to  "  pray  for  the  welfare  of  Jerusalem." 
Psalm  exxii.  6.  It  is  tlie  shortest  and  the  fullest  inter- 
cessory prayer,  to  pray  that  "Jerusalem  may  be  a  praise 
in  the  earth."  Isaiah  Ixii.  7.  When  that  prayer  is  answered 
it  is  as  "  life  from  the  dead"  (Romans  xi.  15.)  to  the 
world  ;  the  day  of  millennial  glory  has  dawned  on  the 
human  race,  and  the  ways  of  Christ  shall  speedily  be 
knmm  on  earth,  and  his  "  saving  health  among  all  nations." 
Psalm  Ixvii.  2. 

Your  next  duty  is  to  shew  constant  love  to  the  Jew.  To 
the  spirit  of  love  glowing  in  your  lives  we  must  look 
for  our  best  letter  of  commendation  to  them.  Wrongs 
inflicted  by  nominal  Christians,  and  their  wicked  lives, 
have  raised  prejudices,  that  have  closed  the  eyes  and  shut 
the  ears  of  the  Jews  against  every  book  that  we  can  lay 
before  them,  but  that  most  lively  book,  "  known  and  read 
of  all  men,  (2  Cor.  iii.  2,)  a  Christian  life;  Christians 
bearing  their  Master's  heavenly  image  wherever  they  go, 
full  of  his  meekness,  gentleness,  and  humility,  and  abound- 
ing in  those  acts  of  kindness,  love,  and  compassion,  which 
our  divine  Saviour  so  constantly  manifested — these  are 
"  epistles  of  Christ"  that  cannot  be  unread,  or  mistaken. 
Surely,  my  brethren,  it  was  worth  forming  our  Society, 
building  our  Episcopal  Jewish  Chapel  and  Schools,  and 
expending  all  that  has  hitherto  been  expended,  if  it  was 
only  to  be  a  visible  sign  and  pledge  to  every  Jew,  "We 
care  for  you  ;  "  "  we  love  you  ;  "  "  we  really  desire  your 
salvation." 

To  you  also  we  must  look  for  missionaries  to  the  Jews. 
To  be  sent  to  the  "lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel"  (Matt. 
XV.  24,)  was  the  work  that  Christ  took  as  his  own.  Who 
then,  dares  to  despise  it  ?  It  is  a  work  full  of  difficulties, 
and  calling  for  unexampled  patience  and  self-denial  :  but 
a  work  in  which  it  is  delightful  to  know  that  you  will 
have  an  invisible  but  ever-present  Comforter  and  Helper, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  shall  abide  with  us  for  ever. 
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Men  in  general. 

God  proclaims  to  the  end  of  the  world  the  duty  of  taking 
an  interest  in  flie  daughter  of  Zion  ;  and  there  are  princi- 
ples on  which  we  can  appeal  to  all  men  to  aid  in  this  work. 
You  must  allow  tliat  the  situation  of  the  Jew  is  very 
peculiar.  What  other  people  can  approach  them  in  anti- 
quity, distinctness,  dispersion  among  all  nations,  and  pre- 
servation amidst  such  protracted  persecutions  and  suffer- 
ings ?  Can  you  contemplate  the  Jew,  and  not  be  sensible 
that  he  is  a  living  witness  of  the  truth  of  the  Bible  1  and 
not  feel  an  interest  in  his  future  state  1  Can  you  know 
the  history  of  his  nation  for  1800  years,  without  learning 
the  danger  of  despising  Christ  and  neglecting  his  salvation  1 

Nearly  4000  years  since,  this  promise  was  made  to  his 
ancestor,  "  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee,  and  curse 
him  that  curseth  thee."  Gen.  xii.  3.  This  promise  has 
lost  none  of  its  power,  but  is  as  fresh  in  its  influence  as  it 
was  the  very  day  it  was  first  given.  Men  who  have  helped 
their  affliction  have  ever  been  punished  for  it,  and  so  cer- 
tainly shall  they  who  help  their  joy  be  blessed. 

And  is  not  the  very  character  of  the  times  in  which  we 
live,  such  as  to  awaken  every  one's  attention  ?  Surely 
men  of  reflection  must  be  struck  with  the  instability  of 
all  earthly  institutions,  and  the  underground  movements 
beneath  the  whole  surface  of  society  in  every  nation. 
What  is  there  earthly  on  which  you  can  fix  yourself,  and 
say,  This  is  secure  ?  All  human  establishments,  however 
they  may  for  ages  have  remained  the  hope  and  the  glory 
of  man,  are  shaking  and  giving  way.  Now  God  has  as- 
sured us  that  all  that  is  not  divine  shall  perish.  Popery, 
and  Mahomedanism,  and  Paganism  ;  hypocrisy,  worldli- 
ness,  and  self-righteousness,  superstition,  formality,  liber- 
alism, and  infidelity,  shall  fade  and  vanish  awaj^,  and  the 
everlasting  principles  of  the  word  of  God  alone  triumph. 
0,  let  your  confidence  in  what  is  human  be  shaken,  and 
build  on  the  only  rock,  the  infallible  word  of  the  ever- 
living  God. 

How,  then,  can  we  obtain  national  security  ?    There  is 
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an  implied  preservation  in  the  very  threatening,  "The 
nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not  serve  thee  shall  perish," 
(Isaiah  Ix.  12. )  that  if  we  do,  as  a  nation,  serve  Zion,  we 
shall  not  perish.  0,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  shakings  of 
tlie  nations,  our  country  might  be  distinguished  by  having 
this  pledge  for  its  safety  and  protection,  that  we  have  cared 
for  Zion ! 

But  though  we  cannot  move  our  country,  we  may,  as 
individuals,  take  a  wise  and  Christian  course.  O,  my 
brethren,  "  seek  fii-st  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  riglit- 
eousness "  (Matt.  vi.  38,)  it  is  your  safest,  wisest,  and 
happiest  course,  for  time  and  for  eternity.  Fix  not  your 
affections  on  a  transient  world.  Wealth,  if  hoarded  up  as 
your  security,  will  be  the  grand  witness  against  you  for 
condemnation  ;  secure  what  you  can  by  putting  it  into  the 
only  bank  that  can  never  be  broken,  laying  it  out  on 
the  only  estate  that  can  never  be  taken  away,  and  com- 
mitting it  to  the  only  exchange  that  God  has  assured 
us  will  repay  with  full  interest.  Prov.  xix.  17.  Matt. 
XXV.  27. 

By  the  last  command  of  your  final  Judge,  who  has  told 
■us  to  begin  with  preaching  his  gospel  to  the  Jews  ;  by  all 
the  benefits  which  we  have  received  already,  and  which 
God  has  promised  that  we  shall  receive  through  this  nation  ; 
by  all  the  injuries  which  our  forefathers  have  done  to  them  ; 
by  all  the  wrath  which  God  has  declared  shall  descend  on 
those  who  have  afflicted  them  ;  by  all  the  blessings  which 
he  has  promised  to  those  who  bless  them  ;  by  every  humane, 
benevolent,  and  Christian  feeling  towards  them,  and  through 
them  towards  the  whole  human  race,  and  by  the  most 
animating  motive  of  all,  love  to  your  divine  Saviour,  who 
gave  himself  for  you,  I  entreat  you,  I  exhort  you,  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  conversion  of  Israel,  and  largely  and 
joyfully  support  the  Society  now  brought  before  you. 

And  may  He  who  is  "the  King  of  the  Jews"  (Matt.  ii. 
2,)  as  well  as  the  Head  (Eph.  v.  23,)  of  the  church  uni- 
versal ;  "  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel"  (Luke  ii.  32,)  as 
well  as  "  the  God  of  the  whole  earth"  (Isaiah  liv.  5,)  be 
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present  with  you.  May  that  divine  Saviour  manifest  his 
presence  by  filling  your  hearts  with  deep  feelings  of  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  freeness  and  fulness  of  his 
salvation  !  May  He  himself  who  died  for  us,  inspire 
our  souls  with  holy  zeal,  to  give  up  ourselves  unreservedly 
to  HIM  in  all  that  work  to  which  he  in  this  day  calls  his 
people  ! 
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DISCOURSE  VI. 

THE  KINGDOM  TO  BE   RESTORED  TO  ISRAEt, 

[Preached  in  the  Episcopal  Bethel  Chdech,  Kingstown,  on  Feidat 
Evening,  June  12,  1840.] 

Acts  i.  6. 

When  they  therefore  were  come  together,  they  asked  of  him, 
saying.  Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the  king- 
dom to  Israel. 

The  situation  of  the  Jews  is  not  a  matter  of  slight  or 
temporary  interest  to  Christians.  It  is  one  of  growing 
and  vital  importance  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  Even  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  their  state  is  very  peculiar. 

Century  after  century,  for  1800  years,  amidst  all  the 
shock  of  ages  and  the  revolutions  of  empires,  scattered 
and  dispersed  through  the  regions  of  the  earth,  reproached, 
insulted,  trodden  upon,  and  spoiled  in  every  land,  we  see 
them  still  preserved  in  their  distinctness — a  peculiar  race 
among  all  nations,  of  untold  riches,  number  and  ex- 
tent. It  cannot  be  for  nothing  that  they  are  thus  pre- 
served. Their  political  importance  is  manifestly  growing  ; 
their  future  state  might  thus  even  interest  men  of  the 
world. 

But  all  this  is  of  little  importance  to  the  Christian, 
compared  with  its  being  the  most  striking  fulfilment  of 
the  past  word  of  prophecy,  aijd  its  furnishing  well- 
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grounded  expectation  of  events  affecting  the  whole  human 
race  on  their  restoration.  This  it  is  that  makes  their 
lengthened,  extended,  and  visible  dispersion  over  the  earth 
a  lesson  to  the  world,  everywhere  teaching  mankind  the 
veracity  of  God's  word  by  what  is  past,  and  leading  his 
people  to  the  most  cheering  and  glorious  hope  of  what  is 
to  come — a  lesson  which  independent  of  the  welfare  of 
any  religious  society  it  is  most  profitable  for  us  all  to  at- 
tend to  and  fully  learn.  It  is  true,  that  in  so  large  a  sub- 
ject, consisting  of  so  many  particulars  of  yet  unfulfilled 
prophecy,  Christians  who  study  the  scriptures  for  them- 
selves, will  come  in  some  points  to  different  conclusions.  It 
is  so  in  every  science — it  is  so  in  every  other  part  of  know- 
ledge, human  or  divine  ;  nor  will  this  be  without  great  ad- 
vantage, if  it  lead  us  all  to  more  diligent  study  of  the 
word,  more  humbling  views  of  our  own  remaining  igno- 
rance, more  diffidence  of  oui'selves,  and,  may  I  not  add, 
increased  love  to  those  who  differ  from  us,  while  they 
really  love  Christ.  Were  it  only  for  calling  our  attention 
to  these  things,  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  God  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity  among 
the  Jews.  But  it  has  an  important  bearing  on  that  work 
on  which  hangs  the  happiness  of  the  human  race, — "  If 
the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  di- 
minishing of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how  much 
more  their  fulness," — then  how  blessed  a  work  to  promote 
that  fulness. 

The  passage  which  I  have  taken  will  lead  us,  I  trust  to 
a  realizing  view  of  these  things. 

I.  The  circumstances  in  which  the  question  was  put. 

II.  The  intermediate  kingdom  at  present  established. 

III.  The  nature  of  the  kingdom  to  be  restored  to  Israel. 

I.  The  circumstances  in  which  the  question  was 
PUT  to  our  lord. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  Jews  were  now  subject  to 
the  Romans  ;  that  a  Roman  garrison  was  stationed  in 
Jerusalem  ;  that  a  Roman  governor  presided  over  Judea — 
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and  the  kingdom,  which  in  the  language  of  Artaxerxes, 
once  had  mighty  kings,  whicli  ruled  over  all  countries 
beyond  the  river,  was  now  tributary  to  Csesar,  the  Roman 
emperor,  and  the  Jews  liad  no  longer  the  power  of  life  and 
death  among  themselves.  They  had  manifestly,  therefore, 
lost  that  kingdom  which  they  once  possessed. 

But  many  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  led  the  Jews 
confidently  to  expect  that  under  the  Messiah  a  glorious 
kingdom  should  be  I'estored  :  "  of  the  increase  of  his  govern- 
ment and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of 
David  and  upon  his  kingdom."  This  was  also  distinctly 
announced  to  his  mother  before  his  conception,  "  Thou 
shalt  bring  forth  a  Son  and  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus  :  he 
shall  be  great  and  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest  ;" 
this  has  been  literally  fulfilled,  and  we  may  justly,  there- 
fore, interpret  that  which  follows  literally  and  expect  it  to 
be  literally  fulfilled,  "and  the  Loi'd  God  shall  give  unto 
him  the  throne  of  his  Father  David,  and  he  shall  reign 
over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  end." 

Again  and  again  he  had  preached  the  kingdom  of  God  : 
he  had  taught  them  most  expressly  to  pray,  Tlirj  kingdom 
come ;  but  when  they  thought  that  this  kingdom,  in  its 
power,  should  immediately  and  visibly  appear,  he  told 
them  the  parable  of  the  nobleman  going  into  a  far  country 
to  receive  for  himself  a  kingdom  and  to  return,  and  then 
led  them  to  see,  that  he  must  be  removed  from  them,  and 
return  again  ere  it  was  established  in  its  glory.  Indeed 
the  whole  of  his  ministry  was  full  of  this  kingdom,  and 
after  his  resurrection  also,  this  striking  statement  occurs 
in  the  verses  preceding  my  text,  verse  8,  "  To  the  apostles 
whom  he  had  chosen,  he  showed  himself  alive  after  his 
passion  by  many  infallible  proofs,  being  seen  of  them 
forty  days,  and  speaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God." 

What  were  the  particulars  of  which  he  then  spoke  ?  We 
have  no  record  of  it,  we  know  that  he  had  spoken  much  of 
this  kingdom  previously  :  but  of  what  passed  after  his 
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resuiTection  we  have  no  account  beyond  a  general  state- 
ment of  his  expounding  in  all  the  scriptures  the  things 
concerning  himself,  and  promising  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
commissioning  them  to  preach  the  gospel. 

The  silence  of  the  sacred  historian  is  instructive — it 
seems  to  say  that  much  of  what  passed  was  not  needful 
for  the  present  dispensation  ;  it  did  not  immediately  con- 
cern the  church  ;  it  was  cheering  and  encouraging  for  the 
apostles,  in  their  peculiarly  arduous  work,  but  it  affected 
not  tiie  age  of  the  church  then  commencing. 

But  doubtless,  it  was  these  conversations  pertaining  to 
the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  took  place  during 
these  forty  days,  that  led  to  the  question  of  my  text,  "Wilt 
thou  at  this  time  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel  1"  He 
must  have  instructed  them  for  forty  days  about  this  king* 
dom  to  little  purpose,  if  they  had  so  totally  mistaken  him 
as  to  imagine  there  was  to  be  a  kingdom  restored  to  Israel, 
when  there  was  to  be  no  such  thing. 

The  whole  company  of  the  apostles  when  they  were 
come  together,  agree  to  put  tlie  question  to  our  Lord  Christ. 
It  is  the  last  question  put  by  the  church  to  her  ascending 
Lord.  They  are  the  last  words  addressed  to  him  while  on 
earth,  by  his  people,  whom  he  was  about  to  leave,  and 
they  are  especially  recorded  for  our  instruction. 

?>Iay  we  not  conclude  then,  that  though  there  was  too 
much  precipitate  curiosity  as  to  the  time,  yet  as  to  the 
thing,  a  true  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  suggested  this 
question  to  the  minds  of  the  apostles  ;  our  Saviour  blamed 
them  not  for  it ;  he  did  not  contradict  their  hopes.  Surely 
now  was  the  time,  if  ever  to  correct  any  false  or  erroneous 
notion  as  to  the  existence  of  a  future  restored  kingdom  to 
Israel ;  but  while,  for  wise  reasons,  he  withholds  informa- 
tion as  to  the  time,  he  does  not  oppose,  but  strengthens, 
their  views  as  the  great  event  itself.  In  fact  in  innumer- 
able passages,  the  Old  Testament  has  connected  the  glory 
of  Israel  with  the  blessedness  of  the  whole  Gentile  world  ; 
and  at  this  very  time,  they  were  commissioned  by  our  Lord 
himself  to  go  and  teach  all  nations.    So  far  then,  from 
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attributina:  the  question  to  their  remaining  darkness,  pre- 
judice, and  carnal  views  of  Messiah's  kingdom,  we  should 
rather  consider  it  to  be  a  most  seasonable  and  instructive 
question,  at  a  peculiarly  interesting  moment.  As  it  was 
the  last  question  put  to  our  Lord  by  the  church  on  earth, 
may  it  not  relate  to  the  first  of  his  acts  of  mercy  on  liis  re- 
turn, on  his  coming  again? 

The  event  which  linked,  as  it  were,  the  dispensation  of 
the  Gentiles  with  that  of  Moses,  was  the  casting  away  of 
the  Jews  and  receiving  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and  the  event 
which  shall  be  the  connecting  link  between  this  dispensa- 
tion and  the  one  of  universal  blessedness  wliich  is  coming, 
will  be  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  to  Israel,  upon  the 
apostacy  of  the  Gentiles  ;  for  "  God  hath  concluded  them 
afll  in  unl)elief  that  he  might  have  mercy  on  all." 

But  why  was  not  this  question  explicitly  answered  at 
this  time  ? 

It  is  sufficient  here  to  observe,  that  tlie  Old  Testament 
prophets  were  left  in  the  same  ignorance  about  the  first  ad- 
vent of  the  suffering  Messiah  ;  they  "  searched  what  or 
what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in  them 
did  signify,  when  it  testified  beforehand  of  the  sufferings 
of  Christ  and  the  glory  which  should  follow  ;"  and  what 
was  the  result  of  this  search  ?  Unto  whom  it  was  re- 
vealed that  not  unto  themselves,  but  unto  us  they  did 
minister  the  things  which  are  now  reported  unto  you. 
But  though  only  general  information  was  conveyed,  yet 
there  was  such  light  given  before  the  first  coming,  tiiat 
Simeon,  Anna,  and  others  were  waiting  for  the  consola- 
tion, and  looking  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem.  Let  us 
also  remember  that  at  the  time  of  the  end,  it  is  predicted, 
the  prophecy  shall  no  longer  be  closed  ;  "  many  shall  run 
to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased,  and  the  wise 
shall  understand." 

Tlie  question,  then,  of  the  apostles,  at  such  a  time,  with 
our  Lord's  answer,  was  calculated,  when  duly  considered, 
to  keep  alive  the  attention  of  the  church  to  this  future  glory 
of  Israel.    Notwithstanding  all  the  delay  of  its  accom- 
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plishment,  it  seems  designed  to  keep  up  our  hopes  of  the 
kingdom,  being  after  a  lengthened  period  of  absence,  re- 
stored by  Christ  himself  to  Israel.  In  this  view  I  bring 
it  before  you,  as  calculated  very  greatly  to  interest  your 
hearts  in  all  that  concerns  the  Jews,  and  especially  in  our 
efforts  for  their  spiritual  good  at  all  times,  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  that  remarkable  era  of  the  world  in  which  we 
live. 

You  may  see  in  these  circumstances  that  the  present 
dispensation  is  a  preparatory  one  to  the  full  establishment 
of  a  khigdom  to  come  ;  unspeakably  glorious  and  univer- 
sally triumphant. 

Let  us  proceed  to  consider — 

II.  The  intermediate  kingdom  now  establishi^. 

1.  Notice  nat^ire  of  this  kingdom.  When  our  Lord 
commenced  his  ministry,  he  preached,  "  Repent  ye,  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  So  he  told  the  Pha- 
risees, "  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you  ;  "  so  he  as- 
sured Pilate,  "  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world — now  is 
my  kingdom  not  from  hence  ; "  and  so  the  apostles  assure 
us,  "  the  kingdom  of  God  is  righteousness,  and  peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  This  is  sometimes  called  the 
kingdom  of  grace  ;  it  is  called  by  our  Lord,  the  times  of 
the  Gentiles  ;  (Luke  xxi.  24.)  it  is  the  mystery  of  Christ 
revealed  unto  the  holy  apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit, 
"  that  the  Gentiles  should  be  fellow-heirs,  and  of  the  same 
body,  and  partakers  of  his  promise  in  Christ  by  the  gos- 
pel." Thus,  as  St.  James  says,  "  God  has  visited  the  Gen- 
tiles, taking  out  of  them  a  people  for  his  name  ;  "  and  this 
kingdom,  till  the  fulness  of  the  elect  from  the  Gentiles  be 
come  in,  is  spiritual  and  inward,  holy  and  heavenly  only. 

Wonderful  has  been  the  extent  of  God's  love  in  this 
kingdom  of  grace  !  Our  Lord  told  the  Jews,  "  The  king- 
dom of  God  shall  be  taken  from  you,  and  given  to  a  nation 
bringing  forth  the  fi-uits  thereof."  Afterwards  he  told  his 
disciples,  "  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled."  We  have 
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seen  this  fulfilling  for  1800  years.  The  God  of  Israel  has 
been  worshipped  and  honoured  for  all  these  ages,  with  pure 
and  spiritual  worship,  among  the  Gentile  churches,  and  in- 
numerable myriads  of  happy  and  glorious  spirits  have  de- 
parted in  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  are  now  with  the  Lord  ; 
while  the  children  of  Israel  have  abode  "  many  days  with- 
out a  king,  and  without  a  prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice." 

But  the  Gentile  churches  have  largely  fallen  also  from 
the  faith  of  Christ,  and  though  God  has  now  among  them 
a  people  who  glorify  him,  they  are  still  but  a  small  and 
limited  number  compared  with  the  vast  mass  of  those  who 
only  profess  the  Christian  name,  having  the  form  without 
the  power.  God  foresaw  this,  and  has  foretold  the  issue 
of  it. 

2.  Let  us  consider  the  issue  of  this  kingdom  as  it  re- 
gards the  Christian  Church,  viewed  under  two  classes,  the 
merely  outward  church,  and  the  spiritual  church. 

(1.)  With  regard  to  the  merehj  outward  church,  it  is  too 
clear  to  be  denied,  that  there  has  been  a  fearful  apostacy, — 
a  falling  away  from  Christ.  We  see  in  the  Eastern  em- 
pire, Mahomedanism  and  the  superstitions  of  the  Greek, 
Coptic,  and  other  churches.  We  see  in  the  western  Ro- 
man empire — Popery,  infidelity,  and  nominal  Christianity, 
the  greatest  part  worshippers  of  images,  or  baptized  infi- 
dels. And  very  probably  this  spiritual  apostacy  will  issue 
in  avowed  infidelity,  the  full  revelation  of  the  Lawless  One. 
This  man  of  sin  must  be  destroyed  with  the  brightness  of 
our  Saviour's  coming,  and  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet 
be  then  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire. 

Many  awful  denunciations,  as  to  the  issue  of  this,  may 
well  make  the  heart  of  every  false  professor  tremble  within 
him.  Our  Lord  comes  to  tread  down  his  enemies  in  his 
anger,  and  to  trample  them  in  his  fury.  He  separates,  at 
the  end  of  this  age,  the  tares  from  the  wheat,  and  the  fool- 
ish virgins  from  the  wise.  We  learn,  from  Dan.  ii.  44, 
that  the  ten  kingdoms  which  formed  the  western  Roman 
emj)ire,  are  to  be  destroyed  to  make  way  for  the  universal 
kingdom  of  Christ ;  and  in  Dan.  vii.  2G,  27,  speaking  of 
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the  last  enemy  of  the  church,  which  was  to  arise  out  of 
the  fourth  kingdom,  the  prophet  says,  "  the  judgment  shall 
sit,  and  they  shall  take  away  his  dominion,  to  consume  and 
to  destroy  it  to  the  end  ;  and  the  kingdom  and  dominion, 
and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  whole  heaven, 
sliall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High. 

These  expressions  lead  us  to  expect  feaiful  and  final 
judgments  on  apostate  Christian  nations.  Other  passages 
lead  us  to  view  this  as  preceding  or  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel.  Jeremiah  li.  20,  24, 
in  awfully  impressive  language  calls  the  Jews,  Jehovah's 
battle-axe  to  break  in  pieces  the  nations,  and  with  which 
he  will  destroy  the  kingdoms.  The  coming  of  the  Saviour 
to  Zion,  and  the  glory  of  Jerusalem,  is  connected  with  the 
judgment  of  apostate  Christian  nations,  Isaiah  Ixvi.  Zech. 
xiv.  But  awful  as  these  judgments  are,  they  do  not  appear 
to  destroy  all  nations.  "  The  Lord,"  says  Isaiah,  "  will 
come  with  fire,  for  by  fire  and  by  his  sword  will  the  Lord 
plead  with  all  flesh,  and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
many.  I  will  gather  all  nations  and  all  tongues,  and  they 
shall  see  my  glory,  and  I  will  set  a  sign  among  them,  and 
I  will  send  those  that  escape  of  them  unto  the  nations,  to 
Tarshish,  Pul,  and  Lud,  that  draw  the  bow  ;  to  Tubal,  and 
Javan,  to  the  isles  afar  off  that  have  not  heard  my  name." 

The  combined  and  condensed  view  of  the  whole  day  of 
the  Lord  we  have  in  the  third  chapter  of  Peter,  in  the  dis- 
solving of  all  things  by  the  last  fire.  The  beginning  of  that 
judgment  is  in  the  land  of  Judea  at  the  commencement  of 
the  millennium,  when  the  "  Lord's  fire  is  in  Zion,  and  his 
furnace  in  Jerusalem."  Isaiah  xxxi.  9,  (see  also  Isaiah 
iv.  5.)  The  end  of  this  day  of  the  Lord  we  have  in  the 
fire  which  comes  down  from  God  out  of  heaven  on  the  de- 
ceived nations  after  the  millennium,  devouring  them.  Rev. 
XX.  9. 

The  apathy  of  Christian  nations  to  the  future  state  of 
the  Jews,  is  a  part  of  that  infidelity  which  distinguishes 
these  last  days.  The  Jews  are  connected  with  the  most 
deeply  interesting  and  momentous  events  of  future  history. 
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Remember  the  saying  of  the  King  of  Prussia  respecting 
the  Jewish  nation,  "  I  have  learned,"  said  he,  "  that  no 
man  ever  laid  his  hand  upon  this  people,  but  he  smarted 
for  it."  Or  rather  remember  the  divine  declaration  made 
4000  years  ago,  and  still  as  fresh  as  ever  ;  "  I  will  bless 
them  that  bless  thee,  and  curse  him  that  curseth  thee  ;  " 
and  the  glorious  result  of  all,  "In  thee  shall  all  nations  of 
the  earth  be  blessed  ;  "  and  as  far  as  may  be,  let  us  come 
out  and  be  separate  from  the  world  lying  in  wickedness  ; 
and,  sighing  over  the  abominations  which  we  witness,  let 
us  try  in  every  way  to  save  men's  souls. 

(2.)  With  reference  to  the  spiritv/xl  church.,  various  pas- 
sages of  scripture  lead  us  to  expect,  in  the  close  of  this 
intermediate  kingdom,  preceding  trials.  In  Daniel  xii.  1 
and  10,  we  read,  "  there  shall  be  a  time  of  trouble,  such  as 
never  was  since  there  was  a  nation,  even  to  this  same  time  ; 
and  man}'  shall  be  purified,  and  made  white  and  tried,  but 
the  wicked  shall  do  wickedly."  The  scriptures  therefore 
point  out  a  dark  view  of  tribulation  yet  coming,  that  should 
not  be  withheld  from  you.  In  the  words  of  the  late  Mr. 
Cecil,  "  The  church  has  endured  a  Pagan  and  a  Papal  per- 
secution ;  there  remains  for  her  an  infidel  persecution,  gene- 
ral, bitter,  purifying,  cementing."  And  he  thus  describes 
the  democratical  infidelity  of  his  day,  and  it  has  been  more 
fully  discovered  in  our  own  day,  "  It  has  a  malignant  eye,  a 
ferocity,  an  intensity  of  mind  on  this  point :  viewed  in  its 
temper  and  tendencies  it  is  devilism.  It  takes  the  yoke  of 
God  and  man,  puts  it  on  the  ground  and  stamps  upon  it. 
It  is  an  inveterate,  blaspheming,  atheistic,  fierce  spirit." 
Here,  my  brethren,  seems  the  last  form  of  the  oppressor 
of  the  spiritual  church.  We  may  be  indeed  near  to  its 
short  and  oppressive  domination.  Let  us  be  prepared  wil- 
lingly to  suffer  with  Christ,  if  we  may  but  reign  with  him. 
The  suffering  time  is  very  brief,  the  reign  of  glory  is  for  ever. 

The  suffering  precedes  the  glory  which  is  to  follow. 
But  all  these  sufferings  are  so  sanctified  and  blessed,  as  to 
be  occasions  of  increased  and  abounding  glory  and  triumph 
to  the  righteous.  As  tribulation  abounds,  consolation 
p  2 
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abounds.  They  really  thus,  in  the  tribulation,  as  well  as 
by  a  more  direct  translation,  escape  all  those  evil  things 
that  shall  come  to  pass  ;  as  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Ahed- 
nego  were  unhurt  in  the  midst  of  the  fiery  furnace.  These 
suiferings  work  out  also  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

And  yet  further,  it  is  not  merely  escaping  those  things 
which  shall  come  to  pass,  but  standing  before  the  Son  of 
Man,  and  beholding  his  glory,  that  is,  the  portion  of  his 
faithful  followers. 

And  what  is  the  glory  to  be  bestowed  upon  them  ?  The 
scriptures  lead  us  to  the  idea,  that  the  saints  first  raised 
and  translated  at  the  coming  of  Christ  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  glories  of  the  millennial  reign,  and  the  hope  is  too 
plainly  revealed,  too  splendid,  too  purifying,  to  be  disre- 
garded by  us.  I  will  read  passages  of  God's  word  which 
shew  this.  Our  Lord  said  to  his  apostles.  Matt.  xix.  28, 
"  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  ye  which  have  followed  me,  in 
the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also  shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones, 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel."  And  again  he  told 
them, — Luke  xxii.  28 — 30,  "  Ye  are  they  which  have  con- 
tinued with  me  in  my  temptations,  and  I  appoint  unto  you 
a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto  me,  that 
ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my  kingdom,  and  sit 
on  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel." 

So  the  apostle  tells  the  Corinthians  (1  Cor.  iv.  8), 
"  Would  to  God  that  ye  did  reign,  that  we  also  might  reign 
with  you."  He  tells  the  Romans,  "  we  are  joint  heirs  with 
Christ :  "  and  he  assures  Timothy,  "  if  we  suffer  we  shall 
also  reign  with  him."  Our  Lord  tells  the  faithful  in  Lao- 
dicea,  "  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with 
me  on  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set 
down  with  my  Father  on  his  throne."  One  of  the  ex- 
pected rewards  yet  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  redeemed  is  thus 
stated,  "  Thou  hast  made  us  to  our  God,  kings  and  priests, 
and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth."  See  also  Rev.  xx.* 
*  The  author  has  not  attempted  to  enter  into  a  variety  ai  particulars,  as  to 
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It  is  clear  that  the  glorified  saints  share  the  blessedness 
and  glories  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  God  is  "  in  the  ages 
to  come  to  shew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his 
kindness  towards  us  through  Jesus  Christ."  Watch,  there- 
fore, and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy 
to  escape  all  those  things  which  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to 
stand  before  the  Son  of  Man,  and  partake  of  all  the  glories 
of  his  heavenly  kingdom.  A  participation  of  the  glories 
of  Christ's  kingdom  is  the  general  expectation  of  the 
whole  Church.  St.  James  speaks  of  believers  as  being 
heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  God  has  promised  to  them 
that  love  him  ;  if  we  are  now  only  heirs,  it  is  clear  that 
we  do  not  possess  it. 

In  all  our  services,  the  church  of  England  sets  before 
us  this  hope.  The  first  instruction  in  our  catechism,  is 
that  we  are  "  members  of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and 
inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  and  the  last  words 
pronounced  over  our  departed  bodies  are  a  prayer,  "  that 
it  may'  please  thee  shortly  to  accomplish  the  number  of 
thine  elect,  and  to  hasten  thy  kingdom." 

Here  then  is  indeed  a  truly  glorious  object  of  hope,  set 
before  all  now  baptised  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  brought 
into  his  kingdom  of  grace,  a  heavenly,  a  glorious,  and  eter- 
nal kingdom,  in  which  they  will  reign  with  Christ,  "  be 
kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  the  Father,  and  reign  for 
ever  and  ever."  This  should  be  the  first  great  aim  of  our 
lives,  that  we  may  now  know  Christ  and  the  power  of  his 
resurrection  and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  if  by  any 
means  we  may  attain  to  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 

But,  besides  this  glory  of  the  saints,  there  is  another 
part  of  that  kingdom  for  wiiich  we  pray,  "  thy  kingdom 
come,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Of 
wliich  Daniel  predicts,  "  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and 
the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven, 
shall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most 

the  nature  of  the  reign  of  the  saints;  nor  is  it  needful  here  to  enter  into 
tlie  distinctions  between  the  reign  of  the  millennial  kingdom  and  the  ever- 
lasting reign  of  the  saints.    Both  are  plainly  predicted,  Hev.  xx.  6,  xxii.  5. 
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High  ;  "  and  which  is  expressly  foretoid  by  St.  John,  in 
connection  with  the  time  of  judgment,  "  the  kingdoms 
OF  THIS  WORLD  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and 
of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever."  This  is  imme- 
diately related  to  the  kingdom  of  Israel  which  we  have 
HOW  to  consider  :  as  a  kingdom  yet  to  be  established  in 
this  world. 

HI.  The  NATURE  of  the  KINGDOM  TO  BE  RESTORED 
TO  ISRAEL. 

As  a  principle  of  interpretation,  prophecy,  like  all  other 
scriptures,  is  to  be  interpreted  literally.  This  does  not  ex- 
clude figurative  emblems  of  their  meaning,  but  it  shows 
that  that  sense  which  the  plain  words  suggest  at  once  to 
the  simple  mind  is  the  true  meaning.  The  predictions  re- 
specting our  Saviour's  first  coming,  birth  of  a  virgin,  suf- 
ferings and  death,  were  fulfilled  literally,  and  hence  we 
have  full  reason  to  expect,  that  those  yet  unfulfilled,  re- 
specting his  future  coming  in  glory,  his  sitting  on  the 
throne  of  David,  and  reigning  over  the  house  of  Jacob, 
will  be  literally  accomplished  in  times  yet  to  come. 

Let  us  notice  various  particulars  of  this  kingdom. 

1st.  The  restoration  of  the  Jewish  tmtion  to  their  own 
land.  The  promises  of  this  are  plain  and  numerous  ;  they 
are  to  be  restored  from  every  land,  converted  to  Christ, 
and  yet  to  be  the  happy  subjects  who  are  under  the  imme- 
diate government  of  Christ.  Thus  Isaiah :  "  The  Lord 
shall  set  his  hand  again  the  second  time,  to  recover  the 
remnant  of  his  people  which  shall  be  left,  from  Assyria, 
and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and  from  Cush,  and 
from  Elam,  and  from  Shinar,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from 
the  islands  of  the  sea  ;  and  he  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for 
the  nations,  and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and 
gather  the  dispersed  of  Judah,  from  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth." 

The  promises  of  the  restoration  are  very  distinct.  From 
the  clear  predictions  in  Ezek.  xxxvii.,  it  is  plain  that  the 
tribes  of  Israel  and  Judah  are  to  be  made  one  nation,  in 
the  land  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel.    It  is  then  said. 
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"  one  king  shall  be  king  to  them  all,  and  they  shall  be  no 
more  two  nations,  neither  shall  they  be  divided  into  two 
kingdoms  any  more.  And  David  my  servant  shall  be  king 
over  them,  they  shall  also  walk  in  my  judgments  and 
observe  my  statutes,  and  do  them  ;  and  they  shall  dwell 
in  the  land  that  I  have  given  unto  Jacob  my  servant, 
wherein  your  fathers  have  dwelt,  and  they  shall  dwell 
therein,  even  they  and  their  children,  and  their  children's 
children  for  ever  ;  and  my  servant  David  shall  be  their 
prince  for  ever."  The  restored  Jewish  nation  will  be  what 
the  world  has  never  yet  witnessed,  a  righteous  nation  ; 
"  they  shall  not  do  iniquity."  It  shall  be  a  peaceful  nation  ; 
"  there  shall  be  abundance  of  peace  as  long  as  the  moon 
endureth."  It  shall  be  under  the  sway  of  him  who  is  the 
Prince  of  peace,  "  and  of  the  increase  of  whose  government 
and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end." 

In  accomplishing  the  restoration,  many  predictions  lead 
us  to  expect  that  the  Jewish  nation  will  be  restored,  in 
pai-t  at  least,  in  a  self-righteous  and  unconverted  state, 
and  will  pass  through  great  troubles,  from  all  which,  how- 
ever, they  are  finally  to  be  extricated.  Jeremiah  predicts, 
"  that  day  is  great,  so  that  none  is  like  it ;  it  is  even  the 
time  of  Jacob's  trouble,  but  he  shall  be  saved  out  of  it." 
Jer.  XXX.  7.  Extensive  as  are  the  last  judgments  that 
come  upon  the  Jews,  and  upon  the  world,  there  are  express 
promises  of  the  preservation  of  Israel  from  utter  destruc- 
tion. Thus  Zechariah  says,  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass 
in  all  the  land,  two  parts  thereof  shall  be  cut  off  and  die, 
but  the  third  part  shall  be  left  therein  ;  and  I  will  bring 
the  third  part  through  the  fire,  and  refine  them  as  silver 
is  refined,  and  try  them  as  gold  is  tried."  So  Isaiah  pre- 
dicts, "  I  have  covered  thee  in  the  shadow  of  my  hand, 
that  I  may  plant  the  heavens,  and  lay  the  foundations  of 
the  earth,  and  say  unto  Zion,  Thou  art  my  people." 

2nd.  "  The  distinctness  of  the  kingdom  to  be  restored  to 
Israel  from  the  present  intermediate  kingdom,"  may  be 
seen  in  the  question  of  our  text  and  its  answer,  as  well  as 
in  various  other  parts  of  Scripture.    Our  Lord,  by  the 
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parable  of  the  nobleman,  shews  us  that  he  was  going  into 
a  far  country  to  receive  for  himself  a  kingdom,  and  then 
to  return.  (Luke  xix.  ]2.)  We  wait  for  this  return,  and 
for  the  kingdom  to  be  then  manifested.  The  kingdom  is 
given  to  him  after  he  comes  "  with  the  clouds  of  heaven." 
(Dan.  vii.  14,  15.  ;  2  Tim.  iv.  1.)  He  has  not  thus  yet 
come,  and  therefore  the  kingdom  is  to  come.  Not  only  the 
answer  to  the  question  of  my  text — which  is  considered  in 
the  following  discourse — proves  distinctly  that  the  spiritual 
dominion  of  the  Redeemer  now  is  different  from  that  king- 
dom of  Israel,  the  times  of  which  are  reserved  in  the  Fa- 
ther's power,  but  the  whole  of  the  unfulfilled  prophecies 
of  the  Old  Testament  have  a  reference  to  it.  The  present 
is  the  time  of  the  treading  down  of  Jerusalem,  and  that  is 
the  time  of  its  often  predicted  restoration  and  glory.  It  is 
true  that  the  now  existing  spiritual  and  intermediate  king- 
dom, among  the  Gentiles,  is  really  a  stage  onward,  and  a 
preparatory  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  is  called  a 
kingdom  ;  but  it  is  not  that  full  and  visible  manifestation 
of  it  which  will  be  given  at  the  return  of  our  Redeemer. 
(Rev.  xi.  15 — 18.)  Jerusalem  has  yet  to  be  the  metropolis 
of  the  whole  earth,  and  a  blessing  to  the  whole  world,  as 
is  clearly  predicted.    (Isaiah  x.) 

3rd,  The  King  who  reiqm  over  them.  This  is  none  other 
than  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  When  the  throne  of  Israel 
was  overturned  in  the  person  of  Zedekiah,  Ezekiel  (xxi. 
26,  27),  was  commissioned  to  utter  this  remarkable  pre- 
diction, "  Remove  the  diadem,  and  take  off  the  crown, 
this  shall  not  be  the  same,  exalt  him  that  is  low,  and  abase 
him  that  is  high  ;  I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it, 
until  he  come  whose  right  it  is,  and  I  will  give  it  him." 

When  our  Lord  was  about  to  be  born,  this  right  was  by 
the  angel  Gabriel  directly  asserted  to  belong  to  him,  "  The 
Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David, 
and  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever  ;  and  of 
his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end."  His  virgin  mother  in 
this  view  sang  the  song,  "  He  hath  put  down  the  mighty 
from  their  seat,  and  exalted  them  of  low  degree."  This 
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was  his  great  accusation  to  Pilate  ;  "  Whosoever  maketh 
himself  a  king,  speaketh  against  Csesar ; "  and  he  wrote 
upon  his  cross  the  inscription,  "  This  is  Jesus  the  King  of 
the  Jews." 

And  how  great  and  glorious  this  king  is,  I  need  not  tell 
you,  my  brethren,  and  how  when  the  veil  is  dropped  from 
the  Jewish  nation  they  will  nationally  and  universally  hail 
his  return,  saying  with  louder  hosannahs  and  more  joy- 
ful hallelujahs  than  ever  have  yet  been  heard,  "  Blessed  is 
he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Matt,  xxiii.  89. 
Rev.  xix,  6. 

What  may  be  the  nature  of  his  reign  over  them,  and  how 
he  will  manifest  himself  to  them,  are  much  hid  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  unfulfilled  prophecy,  nor  is  it  necessaiy  on  this 
occasion  to  attempt  further  to  unfold  these  hopes. 

Let  us  proceed  further  to  notice,  4th,  The  enlarged  out  - 
jyouring  of  the  Hoi tj  Spirit. 

The  gift  of  the  Spirit  is  ever  connected  with  the  revelation 
of  the  Saviour's  glory,  and  the  fuller  the  manifestation  of 
that  glory,  the  fuller  is  the  outpouring  of  his  Spirit.  Isaiah 
lix — "  When  the  Redeemer  comes  to  Sion,  and  unto  them 
that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob,"  this  is  the  covenant 
with  them,  "  My  spirit  that  is  with  thee,  and  my  words 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth 
of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed's  seed,  saith 
the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever."  It  is  when  it 
is  promised,  "I  will  set  up  one  shepherd  over  them,  and 
he  shall  feed  them,"  that  it  is  added,  "  I  will  cause  the 
shower  to  come  down  in  his  season,  there  shall  be  showers 
of  blessings."  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23,  26.  It  is  when  the  Lord 
says,  "  Neither  will  I  hide  my  face  any  more  from  them  ;" 
it  is  added,  "for  I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit  upon  the 
house  of  Israel,  saith  the  Loi-d."  It  pleases  God  then  to 
connect  with  the  return  and  reign  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
the  fullest  outpouring  of  his  own  Spirit. 

.5th.  The  most  important  point  of  all  to  the  Christian  is, 
the  holiness  of  this  kingdom,  and  on  this  the  scriptures 
most  dwell.    It  begins  in  the  deepest  humiliation  of  the 
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Jewish  nation.  God  has  promised,  "  I  will  pour  upon  the 
house  of  David,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  Spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication,  and  they  shall  look  upon  me, 
whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him,  as 
one  that  mourueth  for  his  only  son."  Zech.  xii.  10.  Puri- 
fied by  sore  trials,  refined  in  the  fire  as  silver  and  gold, 
God  says,  they  "  shall  call  on  my  name,  and  1  will  hear 
them  :  I  will  say.  It  is  my  people,  and  they  shall  say. 
The  Lord  is  my  God."  Zech.  xiii.  9.  In  that  day  the  in- 
scription which  was  upon  the  mitre  of  the  high  priest, 
"  Holiness  unto  the  Lord,  shall  be  upon  the  bells  of  the 
horses ;  yea,  every  pot  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem  shall  be 
holiness  unto  the  Lord."  (xiv.  20,  21.)  The  richest  glory 
of  this  kingdom  is  "  the  Lord  God  dwelling  in  Sion  his  holy 
mountain  and  Jerusalem,  being  holy."  Joel  iii.  17.  "  Thy 
jjeople  shall  be  all  righteous,  they  shall  call  them  the  holy 
people ;  the  heathen  shall  know  that  I  the  Lord  do  sanc- 
tify Israel."  Were  it  merely  in  its  character  like  other 
kingdoms,  what  Christian  could  long  for  it  ?  But  this 
kingdom  of  Israel  is  to  be  distinguished  by  righteousness 
from  every  other  empire  that  has  yet  been  established. 

The  richest  exhibition  of  enlarged  human  holiness  waits 
for  the  conversion  of  Israel  to  God. 

6th.  Their  being  a  llessing  to  the  whole  earth. 

We  have  seen,  that  the  last  judgments  which  come  upon 
the  earth,  however  extensive,  even  like  the  deluge,  do  not 
destroy  all  its  inhabitants  ;  the  saints  are  taken  to  their 
glory  ;  the  Jewish  nation  are  brought  through  their  afflic- 
tions ;  Antichrist  and  his  followers  perish  in  their  rebel- 
lion ;  but  there  are  those  who  escape,  and  there  are  nations 
that  have  not  heard  of  God's  fame,  and  Jerusalem  is  yet  to 
be  the  joy  of  the  vjhole  earth.  The  connection  of  the  resto- 
ration of  the  kingdom  to  Israel,  with  the  universal  reign 
of  Christ  over  the  earth,  is  often  brought  before  us  in  the 
word  of  God,  after  the  Redeemer  comes  to  Zion,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  her.  Isaiah  tells  us,  "  the 
Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings  to  the  bright- 
ness of  thy  rising."    Isaiah  lix.  20  ;  Ix.  3.    So  Zechariah 
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connects  the  coming  of  the  Lord  to  Jerusalem,  and  the 
living  waters  going  forth  from  tlience,  with  the  predictions, 
"  the  Lord  shall  be  King  over  all  the  earth  ;  in  that  day 
shall  there  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name  One." 

These  are  the  effects  of  this  kingdom  given  to  Israel  on 
the  world  at  large, — this  it  is  that  gives  a  peculiar  interest 
and  blessedness  to  the  Jewish  subject,  this  it  is  that  should 
make  every  friend  of  the  human  race  long  with  St.  Paul 
for  the  conversion  of  Israel — this  it  is  that  made  him  in 
the  10th  and  11th  chapters  of  the  Romans,  with  so  full  a 
heart  exclaim,  "  Brethren,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer 
to  God  for  Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.  I  say, 
hath  God  cast  away  his  people  ?  God  forbid,  for  I  also  am 
an  Israelite,  of  the  seed  of  Abraham,  of  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin. God  hath  not  cast  away  his  people  which  he  fore- 
knev\'  ;  "  and  then  he  shows  how  their  recovery  and  fulness 
shall  be  far  more  the  riches  of  the  world  than  their  fall ; 
and  the  receiving  of  them  again  be  as  life  from  the  dead. 
And  so  all  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament  speak  ; 
Isaiah  testifies,  "  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  shouldest  be 
my  servant,  to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  restore 
the  preserved  of  Israel ;  I  will  also  give  thee  for  a  light  to 
the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth  ;"  and  Micah  testifies,  "  And  the  remnant  of 
Jacob  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  many  people,  as  a  dew  from 
the  Lord  ;  "  and  Zecliariah  tells  us,  "  In  those  days  ten 
men  shall  take  hold  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations,  even 
shall  take  hold  of  the  skirts  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying, 
We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with 
you."  Testimony  to  a  similar  purport  might  easily  be 
accumulated  ;  its  part  fulfilment  should  enlarge  our  minds 
to  its  full  glory,  just  as  the  first  fruits  gave  the  hope  of 
the  harvest.  To  the  same  effect  is  the  first  exhortation  of 
St.  Peter  to  the  Jews,  "  Repent  and  be  converted,  that 
your  sins  may  be  blotted  out  ;  when  the  times  of  refreshing 
shall  come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord." 

The  repentance  of  the  Jews  first  restored  precedes  the 
full  restoration  of  the  whole  nation  ;  and  their  restoration 
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precedes  the  full  blessedness  of  the  world !  What  an  im- 
portant cause,  then,  is  the  Jewish  cause  !  With  this  blaze 
of  divine  testimony,  0  how  guilty  have  we  been — I  con- 
fess it,  I  feel  it,  in  neglecting  the  Jews !  Has  God  such 
purposes  of  love  and  mercy  towards  them  ?  Oh  !  if  we 
have  any  thing  of  the  divine  mind,  we  cannot  be  indiffe- 
rent to  them.  In  seeking  their  spiritual  welfare,  we  are 
indeed  most  efiFectually  promoting  their  highest  good,  and 
acting  in  the  very  spii'it  of  the  apostles  ;  we  are  literally 
fulfilling  the  last  direction  of  Christ,  who  gave  this  charge 
to  preach  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  among  all 
nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem,  and  promoting  there- 
with the  full  welfare  of  the  human  race. 

I  hesitate  not  to  say,  after  labouring  for  the  Gentiles 
with  joy  of  heart  the  greater  part  of  my  life,  since  I  was 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  feeling  with  increasing  warmth 
the  magnitude  of  that  work, — that  the  church  of  Christ 
has  far  too  generally  neglected  a  most  important  and 
urgent  duty  to  care  for  the  Jew.  I  feel  guilty  myself,  and 
I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  confessing  this  among 
brethren  and  friends,  whom  I  love,  in  this  country  ; 
earnestly  and  affectionately  entreating  you  all  liberally  to 
aid  in  this  work  and  labour  of  love. 
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THE  TIMES  OF  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THE    KINGDOM  TO 
ISRAEL. 

[Peeached  at  Bkistol,  Octobeb  15,  and  Cambridge,  October  26,  1834, 

AND  ALSO  AT  St.  JaMES'S  EPISCOPAL  CHAPEL,    EDINBURGH,   ON  WhIT-SDN- 

DAY,  May  19,  1839.] 


And  he  said  unto  them,  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  or 
the  seasons  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power 
(ttovata).  But  ye  shall  receive  power  {Swafiiu)  after  that  the 


Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you :  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  hoth  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  u7ito  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  subject  on  which  our  Lord  is  speaking  is  the  restora- 
tion of  the  kingdom  to  Israel.  He  is  answering  tlie  last 
inquiry  which  his  church  put  to  him  while  here  on  earth. 
When  they  were  come  together  they  asked  of  him,  saying, 
"  Wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  again  thekingdom  to  Israel? " 

This  was  a  subject  of  intense  interest  to  every  believer 
of  the  Old  Testament,  and  to  every  attentive  disciple  of 
our  Lord's  public  ministry.  He  had  again  and  again 
alluded  to  it.  He  had  given  a  prayer  with  reference  to  it 
— thy  kingdom  come — and  in  his  last  forty  days  on  earth  he 
had  been  speaking  of  the  tilings  pertaining  to  it.  No 
wonder  then  that  the  disciples  agreed  with  one  mind  to 
ask  him  when  this  kingdom  should  be  restored. 


Acts  i.  7,  8. 
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The  answer  of  our  Lord  is  full  of  instruction  to  us  as 
well  as  to  them.  It  is  also  specially  applicable  to  us  on 
this  sacred  festival,  when  we  commemorate  the  first  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  on  the  Christian  church. 

Let  us  consider, 

I.  The  answer  given  to  the  inquiry  of  the  disciples. 

II.  The  growing  importance  of  the  subject. 

III.  The  duties  which  lie  upon  the  church. 

1.  The  answer  given  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Dts- 

CIPLES. 

"  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the  seasons, 
which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power." 

It  seems  very  darkening  to  their  hopes  and  deadening  to 
their  wishes  at  first  sight,  very  discouraging  and  discom- 
forting ;  but  let  lis  see  if  we  cannot  gather,  as  we  often 
may,  from  apparently  dark  sentences  much  profitable  light 
and  instruction. 

The  very  darkness  shews  us  that  he  could  not  mean 
merely  a  spiritual  kingdom  :  that  was  already  begun — that 
was  set  up  in  power  on  the  day  of  Pentecost — tliat  he  had 
often  described  as  subsisting  and  consisting  of  tares  and 
wheat,  good  fishes  and  bad.  There  was  no  reason  to  in- 
quire when  this  kingdom  should  be  restored,  nor  to  with- 
hold from  them  the  fact  of  the  time  and  season  of  its 
commencement. 

The  inquiry  and  tlie  answer,  then,  relate  to  another  form 
of  that  kingdom  yet  unestablished. 

We  may  observe  next,  that  our  Lord  does  not  in  the 
least  deny  the  fact,  that  the  kingdom  would  be  restored  to 
Israel.  He  had  been  instructing  them  forty  days  in  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  he  had  been 
opening  their  understanding  to  understand  the  scriptures  ; 
they  could  not  have  made  then  so  gross  a  mistake  as  still 
to  have  kept,  what,  in  case  no  kingdom  was  to  be  restored 
to  Israel,  would  have  been  a  visionary  notion  ;  nor  would 
he  have  at  such  a  time  left  them  in  such  an  error. 

Again  the  words  "  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power" 
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the  times  and  seasons  when  the  kingdom  shall  be  restored 
to  Israel,  assuredly  imply  that  the  kingdom  shall  be 
restored.  Our  Lord  by  them  encourages  the  expectation, 
and  strengthens  their  hope  of  the  ultimate  restoration  of  the 
desired  kingdom. 

And  this  corresj)onds  to  his  whole  previous  ministry  and 
to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  prophetic  word. 

You  may  just  mark  a  similar  mode  of  reply  to  the  sons 
of  Zebedee.  When  they  came  to  him  saying,  "  Master,  we 
would  that  thou  shouldest  do  for  us  whatsoever  we  shall  de- 
sire :"  and  when  he  asked,  "  What  would  ye  that  I  should 
do  for  you  1"  they  reply,  "  Grant  unto  us  that  we  may  sit, 
the  one  on  thy  right  hand  and  the  other  on  thy  left,  in  thy 
kingdom."  He  answers  thereto,  "  Ye  know  not  what  ye 
ask," — tells  them  of  the  sufferings  to  begone  through,  and 
that  the  right  and  left  hand  seats  will  be  given  to  those 
prepared  of  his  Father.  We  see  the  wisdom  of  this 
reply,  and  we  shall  find  similar  wisdom  in  the  present 
case. 

The  great  hopes  that  our  Lord  had  all  along  held  out 
were  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  From  that  early  promise, 
"  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,"  up  to  the  time  when  he  assured  the  apostles 
that  he  had  appointed  to  them  a  kingdom,  and  that  they 
should  "  sit  on  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel" 
the  hopes  vi'hich  he  continually  held  out  had  a  reference  to 
this  kingdom. 

The  prophetic  word  of  the  Old  Testament  brings  it 
before  us  from  Genesis,  till  we  come  to  the  clear  and  full 
light  of  the  chronological  prophecies  of  Daniel. 

Without  hereenteringfurther  into  the  nature  of  this  king- 
dom, it  is  clear  that  the  scriptures  predict  a  pre-eminence 
to  Israel,  under  the  immediate  sovereignty  of  Christ,  as 
a  blessing  to  the  whole  earth.  Isaiah  ii.  Ix.  Ixi.  Jer. 
xxxi.  Ezek.  xxxvii. — xlviii.  Zech.  xiv.  Luke  i. 
32,  33. 

Our  Lord  then  did  not  intend  to  check  the  hopes  of 
this  kingdom,  but  he  does  manifestly  check  their  curiosity 
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as  to  the  time  when  it  should  take  place.    "  It  is  not  for  ' 
you  to  know  the  times  or  the  seasons."    He  withheld  the 
time. 

I  would  notice  why  he  withheld  the  time,  and  why  he  j 
told  them  that  it  was  put  in  the  Father's  power.  J 

Why  did  he  withhold  the  time  1  H 

Look  back.  You  stand  on  the  eminence  of  eighteen  cen- 
turies. See  what  these  centuries  have  been.  Generation 
after  generation,  apostles,  martyrs,  fathers,  confessors,  and 
reformers  have  lived  and  died.  Mark  all  the  conflicts 
through  which  the  early  Christians  attained  their  triumphs 
— their  labours,  sufferings,  persecutions,  and  martyrdoms. 
Go  on  to  the  rise  of  Popery  and  Mahomedanism, —  see  the 
dark  ages, — mark  the  struggles  of  infant  Protestantism, 
and  its  subsequent  decay, — look  at  the  present  spread  of 
infidelity  among  professedly  Christian  nations.  Had  the 
apostles  been  told  that  all  this  must  previously  take  place, 
— all  this  corruption  must  spread  over  the  world,  0  what 
needless  despondency  and  heart-sinkings  must  have  over- 
whelmed them  !  Eighteen  hundred  years  of  deferred  ex- 
pectation,— eighteen  hundred  years  of  Israel's  dispersion 
and  desolation, — eighteen  hundred  years  yet  to  remain  of 
the  Gentile  monarchies, — and  eighteen  hundred  years  the 
treading  under  foot  of  Jerusalem  :  with  that  wisdom  and 
love  wliich  marks  all  his  providence  to  his  church,  this 
dark  scene  was  kept  back  ! 

Why  also  did  he  tell  them  that  the  times  and  seasons 
were  put  in  the  Father's  power  ? 

It  seems  to  point  out  the  entire  filial  confidence  they 
might  have  in  the  paternal  wisdom  and  love  of  all  the 
divine  arrangements. 

It  seems  also  to  point  out  that  the  Father  liimself  will 
take  into  his  own  hand  the  overthrow  of  all  obstructions 
to  this  kingdom.  Thus  it  is  said,  in  the  110th  Psalm. 
"  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand  until  I  make  thine  enemies 
thy  footstool." 

It  is  not  merely  the  Almighty  power  of  a  Mediator  to 
save,  but  the  Almighty  power  of  the  Father  that  is  engaged 
to  subjugate  all  enemies  to  Christ. 
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It  points  out  also  a  prolonged  time  of  delay  :  it  was  not 
for  the  good  of  the  church' to  know  it  then.  This  view 
concurs  with  other  similar  statements. 

You  remember  what  our  Lord  says,  speaking  of  the 
time  when  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  the 
clouds,  with  power  and  great  glory.  He  declares,  "  Of  that 
(lay  and  that  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  the  angels 
which  are  in  heaven,  neither  the  Son,  but  the  Father."  It 
was  a  hidden  mystery — not  given  to  the  Son  to  reveal  ; 
and  the  lesson  was,  "  Take  ye  heed,  watch  and  pray,  for 
ye  know  not  when  the  time  is."  By  the  Son's  not  knowing, 
we  are  clearly  taught  that  he  had  a  real  human  mind,  as 
well  as  a  real  human  body.  He  increased  in  wisdom  as 
well  as  in  stature.  As  man,  his  Divine  omniscience  was 
no  more  put  forth  than  his  Almighty  power.  But  as 
time  rolled  on,  farther  light  was  to  be  given  on  this 
point. 

In  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  we  find  that  he  was  directed 
to  shut  up  the  vision,  for  it  shall  be  for  many  days.  He 
was  also  afterwards  told  to  "  shut  up  the  words,  and  seal 
the  book  even  to  the  time  of  the  end.  Many  shall  run  to 
and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased."  And  this  was 
repeated — "  Go  thy  way,  Daniel  ;  for  the  words  are  closed 
up  and  sealed  till  the  time  of  the  end." 

And  when  farther  light  was  thrown  by  the  Book  of  Re- 
velation on  the  mysterious  and  wonderful  predictions  of 
Daniel,  we  read  that  this  was  accomplished,  because  "  the 
lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of  David,  had  prevailed 
to  take  the  book  and  loose  the  seven  seals  thereof." 

In  the  close  of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  therefore,  we 
have  the  very  reverse  of  the  direction  given  to  Daniel ; 
"  Seal  not  the  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  tliis  book,  for  the 
time  is  at  hand." 

It  would  appear,  then,  tiiat  our  Lord  told  his  apostles 
that  the  times  were  put  in  his  Father's  power,  to  intimate 
a  prolonged  season  of  waiting,  and  that  therefore  it  was 
not  profitable  for  the  church  then  to  know  exactly  how 
long  that  period  would  be. 
t  a 
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Another  reason  seems  to  be  this  :  Our  God  would  never 
have  his  Church  without  the  lively  hope  of  the  coming  of 
Christ  the  second  time,  and  the  glory  that  should  follow. 
It  is  a  hope  so  purifying  and  heavenlj^, — so  deadening  our 
hearts  to  the  world, — so  filling  us  with  joy  and  holy  expec- 
tation,— that  it  is  one  of  the  richest  privileges  of  the  church 
of  Christ.  This  great  hope  is  the  last  lingering  word  of 
the  sacred  volume, — "  Surely  I  come  quickly  ; "  and  its 
last  recorded  prayer  corresponds  to  it — "  Amen,  even  so, 
come.  Lord  Jesus."  That  his  church  then  might  have  a 
waiting  spirit  for  this  day, — that  expectation  might  be 
kept  alive,  that  all  the  benefits  of  a  prepared,  watchful, 
prayerful,  desiring  spirit,  might  he  continued,  and  all  the 
animation  of  hope,  fi-om  age  to  age,  fill  the  souls  of  his 
people,  the  Son  of  God  was  not  in  the  beginning  commis- 
sioned to  give  any  exact  knowledge  of  the  time.  This 
view  seems  to  me  to  overthrow  ideas  of  a  merely  spiritual 
coming  and  spiritual  millennium  yet  to  take  place  before 
the  visible  and  personal  return  of  our  Lord  ;  for  how  can 
■we  be  waiting  for  and  expecting  that  which  we  think  to  be 
at  least  a  thousand  years  distant  1 

When  the  fuller  light  of  the  book  of  Revelation  was 
given,  the  times  were  still  hidden  in  such  obscurity,  that 
nothing  but  the  prolonged  series  of  ages  has  developed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  great  body  of  the  Reformed  church 
the  advancing  fulfilment  of  its  predictions,  and  the  ap- 
proach of  the  promised  kingdom.  So  that,  all  along, 
nothing  was  distinctly  revealed  that  would  hinder  the 
church  from  the  full  fervency  of  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom 
come,  thy  will  be  done,  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  The 
direction,  "  Seal  not  the  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  tliis 
book,  for  the  time  is  at  hand" — shews  us,  that,  as  the  time 
of  fulfilment  approaches,  clearer  and  fuller  light  will  beam 
from  God's  providence  upon  his  prophecies.  Amos  de- 
clares, "  Surely  the  Lord  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealeth 
his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  prophets."  And  our  Lord 
leads  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  we  may  know  beforehand 
when  the  Jewish  redemption  ,  and  the  redemption  indeed 
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of  all  his  church,  draws  nigh  :  for,  after  giving  the  pre- 
vious signs,  he  says,  "  When  these  things  begin  to  come  to 
pass,  then  lift  up  your  heads,  for  your  redemption  draweth 
nigh.  When  ye  see  these  things  come  to  pass,  know  ye 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand." 

I  beseech  you,  then,  despise  not,  neglect  not,  the  word 
of  prophecj'.  God  himself  has  said,  "  Ye  do  well  to  take 
heed  to  it  as  to  a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dark  place,  until 
the  day  dawn  (or  shine  out),  and  the  day  star  arise  in  your 
hearts." 

II.  The  growing  importance  of  the  subject. 

If  the  kingdom  is  to  be  restored  to  Israel,  as  I  have 
shewn  it  is  ;  and  if  connected  with  that  kingdom  be  all  the 
hopes  of  ultimate  blessedness  to  the  world  (and  we  are  led 
to  this  conclusion  also  by  the  assertion  of  the  apostle,  that 
their  recovery  and  fulness  shall  be  far  more  the  riches  of 
the  world  than  their  fall) — then  is  the  subject  of  immense 
and  growing  importance,  as  time  rolls  and  brings  us  near 
its  restoration. 

May  we  then  put  the  inquiry  which  the  apostles  did, 
with  any  hope  of  now  receiving  a  fuller  light  than  was 
given  to  them  ?  As  to  the  certainty  respecting  a  precise 
point  of  time,  I  apprehend  not.  I  have  always  dreaded 
fixing  dates  positively,  when  our  Loi'd  has  so  expressly 
said,  "  Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man."  This 
is  still  written  upon  the  precise  time  ;  but  as  to  the  ap- 
jiroach  of  it,  and  as  to  a  general  period,  we  may,  I  think, 
gain  very  valuable  light. 

The  assertion  in  Daniel,  that  "  at  the  time  of  the  end, 
many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  in- 
creased ;"  the  direction  to  St.  John,  "  not  to  seal  the  say- 
ings of  the  prophecy  of  this  book  ;"  the  signs  given  by  our 
Lord,  and  his  instruction,  "  When  ye  see  these  things  come 
to  pass,  know  ye  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand," 
— all  lead  me  to  think  that  we  may  know  enough  before- 
hand greatly  to  increase  preparedness  when  it  is  approach- 
ing. 

Q  2 
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It  is  to  this  point  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention.  The 
restoration  of  the  kingdom  to  Israel  is,  through  the  scrip- 
tures, intimately  connected  with  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  in  his  visible  glory  ;  full,  finally,  of  spiritual  blessed- 
ness to  our  whole  earth.  Consider  what  plain  promises 
and  statements  on  this  point  are  yet  unaccomplished.  It 
is  yet  unfulfilled  what  our  Saviour  said  in  his  last  public 
address  to  the  Jewish  nation,  "  Ye  shall  not  see  me  hence- 
forth till  ye  shall  say.  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Loi-d."  It  is  yet  unfulfilled  what  he  men- 
tioned to  Caiaphas,  when  adjured  by  him,  "  Hereafter  ye 
shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power, 
and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven," — alluding  to  Daniel's 
prediction,  which  is  followed  by  the  statement,  "  And  there 
was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  should  serve  him.''  It 
is  yet  unfulfilled  what  St.  Paul  quotes  from  Isaiah  :  "  All 
Israel  shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out 
of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness 
from  Jacob."  It  is  yet  unfulfilled  what  David  predicts  ; 
"  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,  he  shall  appear  in 
his  glory."  It  is  when  Christ  comes  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  that  he  addresses  his  people  :  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father  ;  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from," 
&c.  St.  Paul  joins  together  the  appearing  and  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord,  when  he  says,  "  He  shall  judge  the  quick 
and  dead  at  his  appearing  and  kingdom."  The  deliverance 
of  the  people  of  Israel  is,  by  the  prophet  Daniel,  connected 
with  the  great  prince  Michael  standing  up  for  them  ;  and  a 
time  of  trouble,  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation 
even  to  that  same  time  ;  and  a  resurrection  from  the  dead 
taking  place  at  that  time.  These  are  the  testimonies  of 
God's  word  ;  and  they  link  together,  with  an  adamantine 
chain,  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  and  the  establishment 
of  his  kingdom. 

You  will  see  at  once,  that  this  gives  an  indescribable 
magnitude  and  reality  to  all  affecting  the  Jews.  It  makes 
their  restoration  the  crisis  of  all  nations,  the  fulfilment  of 
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the  largest  hopes  of  the  church,  the  momentous  event  on 
which  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  suspended,  and 
at  the  arrival  of  which  they  pass  away,  to  give  place  to 
him  who  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords. 

This  also  makes  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  society, 
for  their  spiritual  welfare,  a  matter  of  real  importance. 
It  answers  one  of  the  most  plausible  objections  against  the 
formation  of  the  Jews'  Society, — that  other  Missionary 
Societies  might  undertake  this  work.  No  !  their  case  is 
peculiar  ;  it  lies  at  the  root  of  all  other  good.  It  demands 
by  the  magnitude  of  its  consequences,  a  distinct  effort  and 
an  undivided  attention. 

But,  are  there  signs  that  this  event  then  is  approaching 
nearer  and  nearer,  so  as  to  be  at  the  doors,  and  really  in- 
teresting to  us  at  this  day  ? 

Unquestionably  we  live  in  very  peculiar  and  remarkable 
times.  The  state  of  Europe  ever  since  the  first  French 
revolution,  has  been  a  state  of  change  and  transition,  and 
is  at  the  present,  to  all  reflecting  minds  in  each  kingdom 
of  Europe,  one  of  great  and  just  anxiety.  In  that  time, 
the  thrones  of  the  greater  part  of  the  European  kingdoms 
have  been  subverted  ;  and  every  capital,  except  our  own, 
occupied  by  foreign  armies.  After  a  temporary  but  fever- 
ish state  of  cessation,  the  revolutionary  spirit  burst  forth 
again  at  the  second  French  revolution,  and  shaking  the 
kingdoms  of  the  Continent  one  after  another,  it  has  very 
largely  spread  its  spirit  through  our  own  land  and  the 
nations  of  the  earth.    Every  thing  is  shaking  and  moving. 

In  these  things  we  seem  to  realize  the  beginnings  of  the 
time  of  which  our  Lord  speaks  :  "  There  shall  be  signs  in 
the  sun,  and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  stars  ;  and  upon 
earth  distress  of  nations,  with  perplexity  ;  the  sea  and  the 
waves  roaring,  men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and  for 
looking  after  those  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth, 
for  the  powers  of  heaven  shall  be  shaken." 

Daniel  has  clearly  foreshown,  "  that  the  God  of  heaven 
will  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall  never  be  destroyed,  and 
the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  shall 
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break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and  it 
shall  stand  for  ever.  Forasmuch  as  thou  sawest  that  the 
stone  was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  and 
that  it  brake  in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brass,  the  clay,  the 
silver,  and  the  gold,  the  great  God  hath  made  known  to 
the  king  what  shall  come  to  pass  hereafter." 

Let  us,  then,  consider  some  of  the  signs  of  these  latter 
days,  which  are  preparatory  steps  to  the  establishment  of 
Christ's  kingdom  :  and  I  will  notice  these  four  :  * 

1.  The  consuming  of  popery. 

We  have  seen  the  preparatory  steps  in  the  judgments  on 
papal  kingdoms  for  the  last  forty  years.  Popery,  though 
it  has  greatly  increased  its  energy,  has,  except,  alas  !  in 
our  own  country,  been  losing  its  political  and  temporal 
power.  It  no  longer  directs  and  wields  the  strength  of 
Europe  for  Papal  purposes.  In  the  chief  parts  of  its  former 
territories,  the  property  of  the  Church  of  Rome  has  been 
alienated  to  other  objects.  Its  ability  to  persecute  and 
destroy  is  already  taken  away  in  France,  Belgium,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  other  countries.  In  these  things  we  see 
before  our  eyes  that  prediction  of  Daniel,  which  immedi- 
ately precedes  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  fulfilling — "  The 
judgment  shall  sit,  and  they  shall  take  away  his  dominion, 
to  consume  and  to  destroy  it  to  the  end."  As  also  that  of 
St.  Paul,  respecting  the  Man  of  Sin,  whom  the  Lord  shall 
consume  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth  ;  and  then,  as  he  goes 
on,  "  destroy  with  the  brightness  of  his  coming."  Popery 
is,  too,  moi-e  and  more  developing  its  real  character,  by 
open  and  avowed  infidelity.  It  is  throwing  off  the  mask, 
and  taking  its  last  form  as  the  Avicked  and  lawless  one. 
This  will  be  the  case  till  its  final  fall  ;  for  this  mystery  of 
iniquity  is  only  to  be  destroyed  with  the  brightness  of  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  The  wasting  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 

This  also  is  connected,  in  the  pouring  out  of  the  sixth 

*  The  Chronological  prophecies  are  much  calculated  to  strengthen  our 
faith  in  the  near  approach  of  the  restoration  of  the  Jews.  See  the  Author's 
Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies. 
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vial,  with  the  solemn  warniug,  "  Behold,  I  come  as  a 
thief :  blessed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  his  gar- 
ments, lest  he  walk  naked,  and  they  see  his  shame." 
Events  of  each  year  strengthen  the  conviction  of  a  large 
body  of  interpreters,  that  the  past  history  of  Turkey  for 
the  last  twenty  years  is  the  pouring  out  of  the  vial  upon 
the  great  river  Euphrates,  and  the  drying  up  of  the  water, 
that  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east  may  be  prepared. 
That  vast  empire,  according  to  the  accounts  of  all  travel- 
lers, and  residents,  and  fi'om  unquestionable  facts,  in  all 
its  population,  is  continually  wasting  and  drying  up,  that 
the  mystical  Babylon,  or  the  Papal  kingdoms  may  fall, 
and  the  Jews  return. 

3.  The  preaching  to  the  Gentiles  fulfils  that  plain 
prophecy  :  "  I  saw  an  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God  and 
give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  ; 
and  worship  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
sea,  and  the  fountains  of  water."  And  delightful,  most 
delightful,  is  it,  to  witness  the  extended  preaching  of  the 
gospel  through  the  world.  The  word  of  God  is  translated 
into  157  of  the  most  general  languages  of  the  earth,  so  that 
it  may  be  read  by  nine-tenths  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
various  missionary  societies,  thank  God  !  with  enlarged 
means,  and  multiplied  missionaries,  and  increasing  ardour, 
fly  with  the  gospel  east  and  west,  north  and  south. 

This,  too,  is  connected  with  that  prediction  :  "  This 
gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world, 
for  a  witness  to  all  nations  ;  and  then  shall  the  end  come." 
Tliis  sign  of  the  times,  this  witnessing  of  the  gospel,  is 
already  fulfilling,  not  only  in  its  typical  fulfilment  in  the 
spread  of  the  gospel  previous  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, but  in  the  larger  accomplishment  now  taking  place. 

4.  The  preaching  to  the  Jews  is  another  sign  of 
these  times.  You  find,  in  the  37th  of  Ezekiel,  a  most 
striking  description  of  the  restoration  of  Israel.  Israel 
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is  now  like  the  stone  in  the  mountain,  but  it  is  to  be  cut 
out  without  hands.  Israelites  are  now  like  dry  bones  in 
the  graves,  but  they  are  to  be  raised  by  Divine  power. 
There  is  to  be,  however,  a  distinct  prophesying  to  these 
dry  bones  ;  and  a  distinct  prophesying  to  the  wind  to  come 
into  them,  and  then  God  will  open  these  graves,  and  cause 
them  to  come  out  of  these  graves,  and  bring  them  into  the 
land  of  Israel,  and  under  the  government  of  Christ  their 
king.  Of  this  prophesying  we  witness  the  beginning  in  the 
circulation  of  the  Hebrew  New  Testament,  and  in  the 
efforts  of  our  own  Jewish  Society,  and  of  other  similar 
societies  elsewhere,  labouring  for  them.  And  all  this  is  con- 
nected, as  the  102nd  Psalm  shews,  with  the  time  to  favour 
Zion,  and  with  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  his  appearance 
in  glory  ;  for  this  follows  from  the  fact  that  God's  servants 
take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof. 

The  Jews'  Society  has  about  forty -seven  ordained  mis- 
sionaries or  agents,  twenty-three  of  whom  are  Jewish 
converts,  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Jews.  The  chief 
body  of  the  Jews  is  in  the  Russian  empire,  and  God  hath 
disposed  both  its  late  and  its  present  emperor  to  protect 
and  assist  its  missions.  The  king  of  Prussia  renders  the 
same  aid.  Our  own  country  has  taken  a  most  important 
step  to  favour  the  Jews,  in  establishing  a  vice-consulate 
at  Jerusalem  for  their  protection.  Our  own  church  has 
taken  a  most  important  step  for  the  same,  in  establishing 
a  mission  at  Jerusalem,  under  the  highest  ecclesiastical 
sanction.  And  truly  thankful  I  am,  that  our  sister  church 
of  Scotland,  has,  as  a  church,  manifested  her  interest  for 
the  Jews.  The  Jews  have  at  length  largely  heard  the 
true  nature  of  Christianity.  They  thought  it  simply 
idolatry,  from  what  they  had  seen  of  it  in  Papal  coun- 
tries, and  in  the  Greek  and  eastern  churches.  They  now 
know  its  spiritual  character.  The  scriptui-es  have  been 
very  extensively  purchased  by  the  Jews  ;  and  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  have  listened  attentively  to  the 
jjreaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  several  hundreds  have  been 
baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
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Amidst  all  its  trials  and  difficulties,  the  Jews'  Society 
long  had  this  special  and  unrivalled  honour  in  our  own 
land,  of  proclaiming  to  Jews  through  the  earth  the  only 
Saviour,  and  furnishing  the  church  with  this  striking  sign 
of  the  times. 

But  I  must  stop,  though  accumulating  signs  are  pressing 
into  our  view  ;  as  if  it  were  the  very  voice  of  our  Lord, 
"  Can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the  times  1 " 

This  leads  me  to  consider, 

III.  The  DUTIES  which  lie  upon  the  church. 

"  Ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
come  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me,  both 
in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  dutj'  is,  in  dependence  on  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  be  witnesses  for  Christ. 

Our  Lord,  after  refusing  to  gratify  the  unprofitable  curi- 
osity of  the  apostles,  proceeds,  according  to  his  invariable 
custom,  to  give  a  more  profitable  practical  lesson,  with 
fuller  immediate  instruction  and  consolation.  As  when  he 
was  asked.  Are  there  few  that  be  saved  1  he  answered  not 
the  question  directly,  but  bid  them  strive  to  enter  in  at 
the  straight  gate  :  so  here  he  told  them  not  the  times,  but 
called  them  to  a  high  and  holy  duty,  and  furnished  them 
with  adequate  sti-ength  for  it. 

Notice  the  power  to  be  bestowed,  and  the  duty  to  be 
fulfilled. 

1.  The  power  to  be  bestowed. — The  power  over 
the  times  is  with  God.  The  power  to  work  is  imparted 
to  us. 

Nothing  apparently  could  be  more  hopeless  than  the 
attempt  of  the  apostles  at  this  time  to  convert  the  world. 
Their  Lord  crucified  :  his  cause  despised  ;  his  few  followers 
disheartened  and  scattered  ;  the  whole  world  serving  Satan, 
and  arrayed  therefore  against  them. 

But  there  was  a  divine  power  that  out  of  weakness  could 
and  did  make  them  strong.    The  Holy  Ghost  in  all  his 
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varied  gifts  and  miraculous  powers  soon  changed  the  very 
character  of  the  apostles  ;  made  those  who  were  once 
timid,  faint  hearted,  and  full  of  the  fear  of  man,  when  he 
came,  invincible  to  all  the  power  of  Satan,  bold  and  in- 
trepid in  danger,  unwearied  in  labour,  open  and  unre- 
served in  confession  of  the  truth,  confident  and  joyful  in 
sufferings,  and  ready  cheerfully  to  go  to  prison  and  to 
death  in  its  most  horrible  forms  for  their  Master's  sake. 

0  the  mighty  energy  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ! 
May  we  and  our  missionaries  but  be  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  we  are  prepared  for  all  the  work  of 
Christ ! 

But  was  not  that  power  confined  to  the  apostolic  age? 
By  no  means.  However  the  miraculous  operations  may 
have  been  limited,  that  power  on  which  alone  depends  the 
conversion  of  the  sinner,  never  has,  never  will,  leave  the 
church.  "  Lo  I  am  witli  you,"  says  Christ,  "  always,  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall 
give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you 
for  ever."  Most  vain,  then,  while  we  have  this  promise, 
is  it  for  the  infidel  world,  or  for  the  formal  church  in  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  to  say,  the  Jews  cannot  be  converted. 
There  would  be  insuperable  difficulties  had  we  but  the  arm 
of  flesh  ;  our  dependence  is  on  the  promised  power  of  God. 
How  accordant,  then,  is  it  with  that  festival  of  our  church 
which  we  this  day  celebrate,  to  stir  up  your  hearts  to  con- 
sider this  blessed  hope  and  look  for  this  divine  power.  May 
it  be  largely  granted  to  us  ! 

There  is  farther. 

The  duty  to  be  fulfilled. —  Ye  shall  he  witnesses  to 
'me.  This  is  the  main  character  of  the  people  of  Christ  in 
this  world.  They  are  Christ's  witnesses.  And  what  is  it 
they  testify  ?  "  We  have  seen  and  do  testify  that  the 
Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  testi- 
fying both  to  the  Jews  and  to  the  Greeks,  repentance  to- 
wards God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus."  The  whole 
company  of  believers  is  "the  cloud  of  witnesses;"  the 
church  in  its  time  of  darkness  and  humiliation  bears  the 
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name  of  the  "  witnesses  prophesying  in  sackcloth."  First 
we  must  know  Christ  for  ourselves,  and  then  spread  the 
savour  of  this  knowledge  in  every  place. 

Here,  my  brethren,  is  our  duty,  our  present  duty,  boldly 
to  confess  Christ, — plainly  to  avow  our  principles.  Never 
was  it  more  important  for  us  to  take  heed  to  those  solemn 
instructions  ;  "  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and 
my  words  in  this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  of  him 
also  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ashamed  when  he  cometh  in 
the  glory  of  his  Father  with  the  holy  angels.  Whosoever 
shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  confess  before 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

O  my  beloved  brethren,  how  short  is  time,  how  near  the 
all-changing,  all-deciding,  most  tremendous,  and  most  joy- 
ful scene  !  O  how  your  present  conduct  infinitely  aflFects 
your  situation  then,  your  state  through  everlasting  ages  ! 
And  what  is  there  on  which  you  can  depend,  to  assure  you 
that  this  scene  may  not  in  your  own  life  burst  upon  you. 
Believe  and  act  upon  the  solemn  warning,  "  Ye  know  not 
the  day  nor  the  hour  when  tlie  Son  of  Man  cometh."  The 
grand  directions  are,  "  Watcli  and  pray  always.  Be  ye 
also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of 
Man  cometh." 

Help,  then,  to  the  uttermost  every  good  cause.  "  Lay 
up  treasure  for  yourselves  in  heaven."  Give  your  money 
to  the  exchangers,  that  your  Lord  at  his  coming  may  re- 
ceive his  own  with  usury.  Shew  your  faith  by  your  works. 
Now  is  the  day  of  grace  for  your  own  salvation.  There  is 
grace  ;  there  is  free  and  full  redemption,  which  you  may 
now  obtain  by  flying  to  Christ.  Fly  to  him.  Now  is  the 
day  of  labour  for  the  salvation  of  others.  And  O  how 
largely  are  you  promoting  this  when  you  are  seeking  the 
conversion  of  those  whose  recovery  shall  be  as  life  from 
the  dead  to  the  world  !  The  kingdom  will  be  restored  to 
Israel,  and  if  faithful  now  to  our  Lord  Christ,  you  may 
share  its  brightest  glories.  "  If  we  suffer  with  him,  we  shall 
also  reign  with  him.  They  that  be  wise  shall  sliine  as  the 
brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
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1-ighteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever."  God  help  us, 
however  we  may  be  counted  foolish  by  the  vain  world,  to 
be  thus  wise  for  eternity. 

And  in  now  going  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  let  us  re- 
member how  his  word  joins  his  second  coming  with  the 
memorial  of  his  death,  "  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  shew  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he 
come." 
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DISCOURSE  VIII. 

THE  LAST  GREAT  TRIBULATION  OF  THE  JEWS,  ON  THEIR 
RESTORATION  TO  THEIR  OWN  LAND. 

[Preached  at  Watton,  Hebts,  Nov,  8,  1840.] 

Zechariah  XIII.  8,  !). 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  in  all  the  land,  saith  the  Lord, 
two  parts  therein  shall  be  cut  of  and  die,  but  the  third  shall 
be  left  therein.  And  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through  the 
f/re,  and  I  will  refine  thera,  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will  try 
them  as  gold  is  tried,  and  they  shall  call  on  my  name  and 
I  will  hear  them.  1  will  say,  It  is  my  people,  mid  they 
shall  say,  The  Lord  is  my  God. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  Syria  and  the  Holy  Land,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  nation,  are  at  the  present 
moment  remarkably  attracting  the  attention  of  the  chief 
kingdoms  of  Europe.  Apart  from  the  word  of  God,  his 
provndence  is  making  their  return  so  probable,  even  to  the 
politicians  of  this  world  only,  that  I  have  thought  it  de- 
sirable to  direct  your  attention  to  the  scripture  testimony, 
as  to  the  nature  and  character  and  various  events  connected 
with  their  return. 

It  is  the  view  of  God's  dealings  with  this  nation,  in  its 
connection  with  mercy  to  the  Gentiles,  that  leads  the  apos- 
tle to  exclaim — "  0  the  depths  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  I  how  unsearc]ial)le  are  his 
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udgments,  and  liis  ways  past  finding  out."  It  is  a  sub- 
ject therefore  full  of  deep  instruction  and  divine  knowledge. 

The  miserable  state  of  the  Jews  in  the  long  interval  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  coming  of  Christ,  had  been 
shortly  predicted  in  the  ]  1  th  Chapter.  It  is  there  foretold 
tliat  they  should  sell  their  true  Shepherd  for  thirty  pieces 
of  silver.  And  it  is  further  predicted  that  they  should  be 
delivered  over  to  a  foolish  shepherd.  Thus  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  and  learned  Talmudists  and  Rabbis  have,  for 
1800  years,  deceived,  robbed  and  spoiled  them,  Zech.  xi. 

10—17. 

A  fresh  prophecy  seems  to  commence  in  the  words  before 
my  text,  the  prophet  dwells  chiefly  on  their  closing  troubles, 
before  their  repentance  and  glory. 

The  words  of  my  text  relate  to  the  final  deliverance 
of  the  Jews.  The  previous  verse  our  Saviour  himself  ap- 
plies to  his  own  sufferings.  Matt.  xxvi.  81. — "  Awake,  0 
sword,  against  my  shepherd,  against  the  man  that  is  my 
fellow,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  smite  the  shepherd,  and 
the  sheep  shall  be  scattered."  The  sheep,  through  the 
Old  Testament,  are  the  figure  of  the  people  of  Israel  ; 
(Numb,  xxxiv.  17.  Psalm  xcv.  7' ;  c.  8.  Jer.  xxxi.  10. 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  7.)  the  scattering  refers  to  their  dispersion, 
and  the  scattering  since  the  time  of  Zechariali  is  that  dis- 
persion which  we  now  see,  of  the  Jewish  nation  in  all  lands. 
There  is  then  a  brief  allusion  to  the  gathering  of  the  Gen- 
tiles in  these  words  :  "  And  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon 
the  little  ones."  The  Gentiles  are  the  supplement  filling 
up  the  void  left  by  the  Jewish  falling  away  ;  what  St. 
John  calls  "the  little  children,"  (1  John  ii.  12.)  and  our 
Lord  "  the  little  ones  "  (Matt,  xviii.  14.)  or  "  the  little 
flock  to  whom  it  is  the  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  the 
kingdom."  Luke  xii.  22.  Thus  Zechariali  glances  at  the 
chief  events  preceding  their  troubles  on  their  restoration, 
as  described  in  the  text. 

The  words  which  follow  the  text,  in  the  next  chapter, 
clearly  refer  to  a  future  war  upon  Jerusalem,  for  it  de- 
scribes events  that  have  never  yet  taken  place  ;  and  also 
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they  refer  to  the  glorious  return  of  our  Lord  ;  for  it  is  said 
"  Then  shall  the  Lord  go  forth  and  fight  against  those  na- 
tions as  when  he  fought  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  his  feet 
shall  stand  in  that  day  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  which 
is  before  Jerusalem  on  the  east."  As  an  earthquake 
marked  his  resurrection,  so  it  marks  his  return  ;  and  then 
it  is  plainly  predicted,  "  The  Lord  my  God  shall  come,  and 
all  the  saints  with  thee." 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  dis- 
tinct view  of  this,  that  you  may  not  mistake  their  politi- 
cal return,  which  is  probably  very  near  at  hand,  for  that 
glorious  state  which  follows  their  conversion,  and  that  you 
may  be  quickened  the  more  to  snatch  the  remnant,  accord- 
ing to  the  election  of  grace,  as  brands  from  the  burning. 

A  subject  like  this  may  not  at  first  appear  so  practical 
or  so  spiritual  as  the  ordinary  subjects  of  my  ministry  ; 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  "  keep  back  nothing  that  is  profitable 
for  you,"  and  to  declare  to  you  "  all  the  counsel  of  God." 
And  indeed  this  subject  most  nearly  and  personally  affects 
us  all ;  for  the  holy  scriptures  connect  with  the  return  of 
the  Jews  to  their  own  land,  all  those  great  truths — the  re- 
turn of  our  Lord  himself,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  the 
judgment  to  come,  and  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  Christ. 
I  ask  then  for  your  patient  attention,  and  call  you  to 
search  the  scriptures,  like  the  Bereans,  to  see  whether  these 
things  are  so,  and  if  you  do  so  I  doubt  not  God  will  give 
you  a  larger  understanding  of  the  Old  Testament  scriptures 
than  you  have  yet  attained,  and  a  greater  spirituality  of 
mind  in  the  use  of  earthly  things,  so  as  to  use  them  with- 
out abusing  them. 

The  words  of  the  text  imply  the  following  important 
truths  : 

I.  Tlie  preparatory  restoration  of  the  Jews. 

II.  Their  heavy  affliction  when  restored. 

III.  The  grace  shewn  to  the  chosen  remnant. 

IV.  Their  renewed  adoption  as  the  people  of  God. 
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1.  Their  Restoration  is  here  implied.  However 
partially  fulfilled  in  past  sufFerings,  its  main  fulfilment 
seems  yet  to  come.  We  see  here,  after  the  scattering,  tlie 
Jews  are  again  in  their  own  land,  and  in  all  the  land. 
Yet  still  they  are  under  severe  trial  :  two-thirds  are  des- 
troyed, and  all  the  preserved,  or  the  tliird  part,  is  truly 
converted  to  God.  This  has  never  hitherto  taken  place. 
The  same  things  are  set  forth  in  the  previous  chapter,  as 
well  as  in  the  following  chapter.  In  both  which  we  have 
a  future  siege  of  Jerusalem  described,  and  a  punishment 
and  destruction  to  the  besiegers,  and  a  glorious  deliverance 
and  conversion  of  the  Jews,  by  the  personal  appearance 
of  the  Messiah.  These  are  also  events  tliat  have  never 
yet  taken  place,  and  which,  as  the  Scripture  cannot 
be  broken,  must  yet  be  fulfilled.  See  Zech.  xii.  1 — 10  ; 
xiv.  1 — 5.  The  same  thing  is  also  set  forth  by  the  pro- 
phet Joel  (iii.  1,  2),  who  says,  "  For  behold,  in  those 
days  and  at  that  time  when  I  shall  bring  again  the  cap- 
tivity of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  (confining  this  restoration 
to  Judah)  I  will  also  gather  all  nations,  and  will  bring 
them  down  into  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  and  will  plead 
with  them  there  for  my  people,  and  for  my  heritage  Israel, 
whom  they  have  scattered  among  the  nations,  and  parted 
my  land. 

We  have  a  similar  prediction  in  Isaiah  x.  20 — 23  : 
"  The  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob, 
unto  the  mighty  God.  For  though  thy  people  Israel  be 
as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  yet  a  remnant  of  them  shall  return  : 
the  consumption  (or  consummation,  Daniel  ix.  27,)  decreed 
shall  overflow  with  righteousness.  For  the  Lord  God  of 
Hosts  shall  make  a  consumption,  even  determined,  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  land."  St.  Paul  applies  this  (Romans 
ix.  27,  28.)  to  shew  that  a  remnant  only  is  saved  ;  "  The 
Lord  will  finish  the  work  and  cut  it  short  in  righteousness, 
because  a  short  work  will  the  Lord  make  upon  the  earth." 
We  are  here  taught  that  not  all  the  natural  seed  of  Israel, 
who  in  this  last  age  are  found  in  every  region,  partake  of 
their  full  salvation,  even  though  i-estored  to  their  own  land. 


LAST  TRIBULATION  OF  THE  JEWS. 


241 


2.  This  first  or  political  restoration  is  gradual.  We 
may  see  this  by  Isaiah  xxvii.  12,  "  And  it  shall  come  to 
jiass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  beat  off,"  that  is  as 
fruit  is  beaten  from  the  tree,  "  from  the  channel  of  the 
river  unto  the  stream  of  Egypt,  and  ye  shall  be  gathered 
one  by  one,  0  ye  children  of  Israel."  You  may  expect  to 
see,  then,  without  any  miraculous  or  very  peculiar  in- 
terference of  Almighty  God,  a  progressive  restoration  of 
the  Jews.  Thus  it  is  said,  (Zech.  xii.  7.)  "The  Lord 
shall  save  the  tents  of  Judah  first."  See  also  Ezek.  xx. 
33 — 38.  In  the  progress  of  this  restoration,  all  the  multi- 
plied, various,  and  sometimes  apparently  opposing  pro- 
phecies will  receive  their  exact  and  harmonious  accom- 
plishment ;  and  especially  in  the  latter  part  of  their  res- 
toration, as  the  hatred  and  power  of  enemies  opposes 
obstacles,  far  mightier  miracles  of  God  will  be  wrought  in 
their  favour  than  have  ever  yet  been  wrought.  "  Remem- 
ber ye  not,"  says  Isaiah  xliii.  18 — 20,  "  the  former  things, 
neither  consider  the  things  of  old,  Behold,  I  will  do  a 
new  thing  ;  now  shall  it  spring  forth,  shall  ye  not  know 
it  ?  I  will  even  make  a  way  in  the  wilderness  and  rivers 
in  the  desert."    See  also  Jer.  xxiii.  7,  8. 

3.  The  state  of  mind  in  which  the  Jews  are  thus 
restored  is  not  generally  as  believers  in  Christ  Jesus.  Quite 
the  reverse.  Part  are  restored  in  a  self-righteous,  proud 
and  persecuting  state,  as  is  described  in  the  GGth  of  Isaiah 
1 — 10.  We  there  see  the  returned  Jews  rebuilding  their 
temple,  trusting  in  it,  and  persecuting  their  believing, 
humble  and  contrite  brethren. 

Another  part  are  restored  in  a  state  like  the  Sadducees, 
renouncing  their  hopes,  and  falling  into  Gentile  liberalism 
and  infidelity.  Thus  Ezekiel  xx.  .32,  33,  predicts,  "  That 
which  Cometh  into  your  mind  shall  not  be  at  all,  that  ye 
say,  we  will  be  as  the  heathen,  as  the  families  of  the 
countries,  to  serve  wood  and  stone.  As  I  live,  saith  the 
Lord,  surely  with  a  mighty  hand  and  with  a  stretched  out 
arm,  and  with  fury  poured  out,  will  1  rule  over  you." 

t  B 
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The  number  of  such  Jews  is  even  now  increasing  and 
spreading. 

Another  small  part  are  tlie  humble  and  contrite  people 
of  God,  suffering  from  their  brethren  for  their  true  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  and  their  confession  of  his  name.  They 
are  thus  addressed  by  Isaiah  Ixvi.  5.  "  Hear  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  ye  that  tremble  at  his  word.  Your  brethren, 
that  hated  you,  that  cast  you  out,  for  my  name's  sake, 
said,  Let  the  Lord  be  glorified,"  (the  self-righteous  to  the 
last  persecute  the  humble  believer)  "  but  he  shall  appear 
to  your  joy,  and  they  shall  be  ashamed." 

You  see  here,  then,  the  three  classes  of  the  Jews  yet  to 
be  restored  to  the  holy  land.  The  great  body  will  be  exult- 
ing as  if  this  preparatory  restoration  was  their  complete 
deliverance,  and  will  need  the  sharp  rebuke  Isaiah  Ixvi. 
3.  gives,  "  He  that  killeth  an  ox  is  as  if  he  slew  a  man  ; 
he  that  sacrificeth  a  lamb,  as  if  he  cut  off  a  dog's  neck  ; 
he  that  offereth  an  oblation,  as  if  he  offered  swine's  blood  ; 
he  that  burneth  incense,  as  if  he  blessed  an  idol.  Yea, 
they  have  chosen  their  own  ways,  and  their  soul  delighteth 
in  their  abomination.  I  also  will  choose  their  delusions 
and  will  bring  their  fears  upon  them."  The  prediction 
also  of  Jeremiah  viii.  15,  shews  how  their  hopes  will  be 
disappointed  :  "  We  looked  for  peace,  but  no  good  came  ; 
and  for  a  time  of  health,  and  behold  trouble. 

This  preparatory  restoration,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
is  NEAR  AT  HAND.  It  is  connected  in  the  holy  scriptures 
with  the  close  of  the  Turkish  woe  and  the  fall  of  the 
Turkish  empire.  Rev.  xvi.  12.  "  The  sixth  angel  poured 
out  his  vial  upon  the  great  river  Euphrates,  and  the  water 
thereof  was  dried  up,  that  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east 
might  be  prepared."  This  restoration  of  the  Jews  is  the 
signal  held  up  to  all  nations.  Isaiah  xviii.  3 — 7.  The 
restoration  of  the  Jews  is  the  warning  note  on  the  clock  of 
God's  providence  that  the  mj-stery  of  God  is  about  to  finish. 
We  have  the  divine  revelation  that  the  sanctuary  shall  be 
cleansed  at  the  end  of  2.300  days  or  years,  (Dan.  viii.  13.) 
and  we  have  much  evidence  that  this  period  is  near  to  its 
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termination.*  We  have  the  oatli  of  God  himself  (Dan. 
xii.  7.)  that  at  the  termination  of  "  the  time,  times  and  a 
half,"  or  1260  years,  a  period  commencing  with  the  rise  of 
Popery,  (Dan.  vii.  25.)  t  the  enemies  of  Israel  shall  have 

*  The  author  in  this  and  the  two  following  notes  introduces  from  his 
"  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies,"  some  suggestions  as  to  the  close  of 
scriptural  dates.  He  by  no  means  wishes  them  to  be  understood  as  being 
more  than  suggestions  of  the  times  in  their  rise  and  their  close,  for  the  fuller 
consideration  of  those  who  are  studying  this  subject,  and  he  is  chiefly  indebted 
to  a  valued  friend  for  them. 

2,300.— Dan,  viii.  13. 

There  are  two  things  in  this  number,  the  restoration  of  the  daily  sacrifice, 
and  the  time  of  desolation.  The  lirst,  the  restoration  of  the  daily  sacrifice, 
was  to  be  determined,  or  rather  cut  off  ( TJi^n3  '  Dan.  ix.  24,  from  the  2,300 

years  to  the  completing  of  the  perfect  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

There  is  »  Hr^t  cwiiimnceinerat  of  this  period  from  Ezra's  decree. 

The  renewing  of  the  sacrifice  under  Ezra  (vii.  12 — 23,  i  was  457  years  before 
Christ,  making  69  weeks  of  years  to  our  Lord's  commencement  of  his  minis- 
tiy  at  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  desolation,  or  the  remaining  part  of  the  2,300  years  after  the  ceasing 
of  the  sacrifice,  would  bring  us  to  1843,  the  beginning  of  the  sacrifice  re- 
stored. 

There  is  a  second  commencement  of  this  period  from  Nehemiah's  decree. 
His  commission  was  in  446,  B.C.,  which  effected  a  completed  cleansing  in  433. 
This  would  bring  us  to  1867 — 8  for  the  completed  restoration  of  Israel. 

Thus  2,300  years,  taken  from  Ezra's  decree,  457  years  before  Christ,  will 
bring  us  to  1843,  the  beginning  of  the  cleansing  of  the  sanctuary,  and  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews,  and  the  approach  of  the  great  tribulation.  Taken 
from  Nehemiah's  completed  cleansing  in  433 — 4,  it  will  bring  us  to  1867 — 8, 
the  completed  Jewish  restoration. 

t  1,260  !?e«c.s. — Rev.  xiii  5. 

This  date  occurs  frequently,  and  in  three  difl'erent  forms. 

Dan.  vii.  23 — 25 ;  xii.  7,  time,  times  and  diAdiny  of  a  time.  Rev.  xii.  6, 
1,200  days;  Rev.  xiii,  5,  forty-two  months.  All  after  the  length  of  the  Jewish 
year  and  month,  pointing  out  1,260. 

This  period  commences  Dan.  vii.  23 — 25,  after  the  destruction  or  division 
of  the  Roman  empire,  and  rise  of  the  ten  kingdoms,  and  fall  of  three,  and 
the  delivery  of  the  saints  into  the  hands  of  the  persecuting  King  (compare 
power  given  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  Jer.  xxvii.  5,  6.)  The  saints  were  given 
into  the  hands  of  the  Pope  by  a  decree  giving  him  political  power.  After, 
also.  Rev.  xii.  14,  the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  empire.  Rev.  xiii. 
gives  us  two  beasts,  the  Latin  empire  and  the  Romish  church,  the  first 
consolidated  about  6()0.  Thus  we  have  a  period  for  the  commencing  of  the 
1,260  years.  It  could  not  be  earlier  than  the  5th,  or  later  than  the  opening 
of  the  7th  century.  • 

There  are  two  commencements.  The  first,  the  decree  of  the  emperor 
Justinian  in  533,  giving  political  power  to  the  Pope.  The  second,  when 
power  was  actually  obtained  over  the  kingdom  in  608  ;  closing  respectively  in 
1793  and  1868. 

These  dates  are  purposely  closed  up  to  the  time  of  the  end,  Dan.  xii.  4, 
the  last  360  years.  At  the  Reformation  they  began  to  be  unfolded,  when 
Divine  knowledge,  navigation,  science,  and  printing  had  their  enlarged  rise 
and  spread. 

The  first  great  blow  to  Popery  was  in  1793 ;  the  French  revolution,  and 
the  date  of  the  first  close  of  the  1,260  days. 

Daniel  gives  us  two  farther  periods  of  thirty  and  forty-five  years  longer, 
Dan.  xii.  11,  12.  At  the  close  of  the  thirty  years,  1822—3,  the  first  French 
revolution  having  ended,  the  6th  vial  began,  in  the  independence  of  Greece, 
R  2 


244 


RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS 


accomplished  "  to  scatter  the  power  of  the  holy  people, 
and  the  mystery  of  God  shall  be  finished."  Dan.  xii.  7- 
Rev.  X.  7.  *  And  we  have  much  scriptural  reason  to  think 
that  those  times  are  ended  or  near  their  ending. 

and  the  wasting  of  the  Turkish  empire.  At  the  close  of  the  seventy-five 
years  we  reach  1868. 

Thus,  1,2C0  years.  Rev.  .xi.  3;  xii.  6,  14;  Dan.  vii.  25;  xii.  7,  points  out 
tlie  duration  of  Popery:  From  it.s  rise  in  533  to  1793.  wlien  it  began  to  fall; 
From  its  full  establishment  (Rev.  xi.  2 ;  xiii.  8,)  in  608  to  its  final  fall,  1868. 

*  A  iimc  no  longer,  or  not  360  yean  {\povos  ovK  ecrrai  (Ti)  Rev.  x.  6. 

The  oath  in  Revelation  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  in  Daniel  xii. 
The  speaker  the  same;  shown  to  be  the  Redeemer  by  the  rain-bow  round  his 
head  and  his  face  as  the  sun.  It  does  not  mean  time  should  end — events 
occur  after ;  nor  yet  delay  no  longer ;  this  is  too  vague  ;  but,  that  there  should 
be  a  time  no  longer,  in  the  same  sense  as  time,  times,  and  a  half.  For- 
merly the  angel  had  said,  there  were  three  times  and  a  half  (Dan.  xii.  7,) 
now  not  a  single  time  (Rev.  x.  6.)  This  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  seeking  to  produce  an  impression  of  the  nearness  of  the 
time.  As  soon  as  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  within  the  verge  of  one 
time,  lest  men  should  think  tlie  end  was  indefinitely  prolonged,  the  angel 
swears  there  shall  be  a  time  no  longer.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the 
word  (Rev.  x.  6,)  is  xpovos  ;  the  term  used  in  times,  and  half  a  time  (Rev. 
xii.  14,1  is  Kaipos.  There  is  a  manifest  analogy  between  the  two  words, 
(see  Acts  i.  7 ;  1  Thess.  v.  1.)  Xpouos  is  here  used  as  a  season  of  delay  ;  and 
elsewhere  (Rev.  ii.  21;  vi.  11,)  apparently  in  the  same  sense  of  3C0  years. 
Kaipos  is  used  by  the  sacred  writers  when  the  season  or  opportunity  of 
doing  a  thing  is  intended  (Acts  xxiv.  25  ;  Gal.  vi.  10  ;  Heb.  xi.  15.)  Xpovos 
is  used  when  an  interval  of  delay  has  to  occur,  iMatt.  xxiv.  48  ;  xxv.  19.1 
There  is  nothing  definitive  as  to  time  in  either  in  their  general  use,  and  either 
may  be  equally  significative  of  a  precise  period ;  delay  being  intended  in 
Rev.  X.  6,  XP"""'  was  the  teftn  used.  Both  season  and  delay  are  included 
in  our  Lord's  words  "  is  not  for  you  to  know  (xpovous  7)  (toipouj)  the 
times  or  seasons,"    (Acts  1.  7.) 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  chief  angel,  as  it  were,  of  the  Reformation, 
Martin  Luther,  used  these  expressions,  (see  his  "Table  Talk,"  cap.  i.)  "I 
hope  the  last  day  of  judgment  is  not  far  off.  I  verily  persuade  myself  it  will 
not  be  absent  full  300  years  longer." 

The  era  of  this  chapter  (Rev.  x.)  is  clearly  that  of  the  Refoi-mation.  It 
follows  the  two  woe  trumpets  of  the  Saracens  and  the  Turks,  and  is  the  next 
great  event  of  history.  It  was  then  that  the  little  book,  or  the  Bible,  in  con- 
trast with  the  larger  sealed  book  of  all  God's  Providence,  was  first  fully 
opened  to  the  church,  and  light  dawned  upon  Europe  (his  countenance  as 
the  sun.)  • 

The  date  of  the  Reformation  is  1517;  a  time,  or  360  years,  carries  us  to 
1877,  the  period  witliin  which  the  mystery  of  God  should  be  finished. 

This  mystery  is  described  in  other  parts  of  Scripture.  The  mystery  of  the 
blindness  of  Israel,  and  the  consequent  reception  of  the  Gentiles  (Romans 
Xi.  25.) 

The  resurrection  of  the  dead  saints,  and  the  change  of  the  livin?  saints, 
and  their  being  caught  up  to  Christ.    (1  Cor.  xv.  51 ;  1  Thess.  iv.  17.) 

The  union  ot  Jew  and  Gentile  as  fellow-heirs  and  of.the  same  body,  and 
partakers  of  the  promises  in  Christ  (Ephes.  iii.  4 — 9.) 

The  marriage  union  of  the  church  to  Chri.st  (Ephes.  v.  31,  32 :  Rev.  xix.  7.) 

These  events,  the  appearance  of  our  Lord,  and  the  first  resun'ection  of  the 
saints,  are  then  to  take  place  within  360  years  from  the  Reformation,  1517, 
that  is,  before  1877,  should  the  suggestions  here  given  be  really  well-founded. 
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II.  Their  heavy  affliction  when  restored. 

"  In  all  the  land  two  parts  shall  be  cut  off  and  die,  but 
the  third  shall  be  left  therein." 

The  first  earnest  of  this  heavy  affliction  was  at  the  fall 
of  Jerusalem.  Our  Lord  predicted  it  in  his  prophecy  of 
the  destruction  of  that  city,  Matt.  xxiv.  20,  21,  "  Pray  ye 
that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter,  nor  on  the  sabbath 
day.  For  there  shall  be  great  tribulation,  such  as  was 
not  since  the  beginning  of  tlie  world  to  this  time,  no,  nor 
ever  shall  be." 

This  tribulation  (at  least  in  a  shortened  or  modified  and 
mutilated  form,  Matt.  xxiv.  22)  has  continued  over  the 
Jews  for  1800  years.  It  is  expressly  described  by  our  Lord 
in  these  words,  "  there  shall  be  great  distress  in  the  land, 
and  wrath  upon  this  people,  and  they  shall  fall  by  the  edge 
of  the  sword,  and  shall  be  led  away  captive  into  all  nations, 
and  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,  until 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled."  Here  is  emphati- 
cally the  great  tribulation.  It  lias  its  first  crisis  in 
the  first  siege  of  Jerusalem  ;  its  modified  form  in  their 
present  dispersion  and  treading  down,  and  its  last  crisis 
and  fulness  at  their  commenced  restoration  in  the  last 
siege  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Gentiles  under  Antichrist. 
Zech.  xiii.  14. 

Its  fulness  is  however,  by  Daniel  xii.  1,  clearly  con- 
nected with  the  end  of  the  times  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
final  restoration  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  the  resurrection  of 
the  saints  of  God  :  "  And  at  that  time  shall  Michael  stand 
up,  the  great  prince  which  standetli  for  the  children  of 
thy  people.  And  there  shall  be  a  time  of  trouble  such  as 
never  was  since  there  was  a  nation,  even  to  that  same 
time  ;  and  at  that  time  shall  thy  people  be  delivered,  every 
one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  book.  And  many 
of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake, 
some  to  everlasting  life  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting 
contempt."  It  appears  from  this  tliat  tlie  resurrection  of 
God's  saints  and  the  deliverance  of  Israel  are  concurrent 
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events,  and  intimately  connected  togetlier.  How  vast  tlien 
is  the  personal  intei-est  we  all  have  in  this  great  subject  ! 

The  full  description  of  this  Jewish  affliction  we  have  in 
various  places.  Read,  at  your  leisure,  Ezek.  xxxviii. 
Zech.  xiv.  Joel  ii.  iii. 

The  cause  of  this  affliction.  It  is  caused  by  the 
continued  impenitence,  self-righteousness,  hardness  of  heart, 
and  unbelief  of  the  restored  Jews.  How  explicitly  has 
God  stated  this,  in  immediate  connection  with  the  last  and 
great  trouble,  (Jer.  xxx.  7-)  out  of  which  they  are  to  be 
saved.  (Jer.  xxx.  12 — 14.)  "For  thus  saith  the  Lord, 
thy  bruise  is  incurable  and  thy  wound  is  grievous  :  there 
is  none  to  plead  thy  cause,  tliat  thou  mayest  be  bound  up. 
Thou  hast  no  healing  medicines.  All  thy  lovers  have  for- 
gotten thee  ;  they  seek  thee  not  ;  for  I  have  wounded  thee 
with  the  wound  of  an  enemy,  with  the  chastisement  of  a 
cruel  one,  for  the  multitude  of  thine  iniquity',  because 
thy  sins  were  increased.  Why  criest  thou  for  thine  afflic- 
tion, thy  sorrow  is  incurable,  for  the  multitude  of  thine 
iniquity  ;  because  thy  sins  were  increased,  I  have  done 
these  things  unto  thee." 

Notwithstanding  all  that  God  will  have  done  for  them 
and  to  them  ;  notwithstanding  their  scattering  for  1800 
years  ;  notwithstanding  the  clear  and  full  evidence  that 
Jesus  is  their  Messiah  ;  notwithstandiug  their  restoration 
to  their  own  land,  and  notwithstanding  God  raises  up 
from  among  them  a  contrite  and  believing  people,  they 
will  still,  when  again  in  peace  and  dwelling  safely  in  un- 
walled  villages,  (Ezek.  xxxviii.  11.)  continue  to  reject  the 
Lord  Jesus,  to  boast  of  their  own  righteousness,  to  do 
evil  before  God,  and  choose  that  in  which  he  delights  not. 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  4. 

The  leader  or  great  instrument  of  this  afflic- 
tion is  the  infidel  Antichrist,  of  whom  it  is  said,  (Dan. 
xi.  44,  45.)  "  He  shall  go  forth  with  great  fury  to  destroy 
and  utterly  to  make  away  many.  And  he  shall  plant  the 
tabernacles  of  his  palaces  between  the  seas,  in  the  glorious 
holy  mountain  ;  yet  he  shall  come  to  his  end,  and  none 
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shall  help  him."  The  spirit  of  Antichrist  was  existing  in 
the  day  of  St.  John,  as  he  says,  "  Even  now  there  are 
many  Antichrists."  1  John  ii.  18.  And  again,  "Even 
now  that  spirit  of  Antichrist  is  already  in  the  world."  1 
John  iv.  3.  It  was  more  fully  manifested  in  Popery,  the 
man  of  sin  and  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  and  it  will  be 
completely  displayed  when  the  mask  of  Popery  is  thrown 
away  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  under  an  infidel 
Antichrist,  openly  oppose  Christ.  Rev.  xix.  19. — "  I  saw 
the  beast  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  their  armies 
gathered  together,  to  make  war  against  him  that  sat  on 
the  horse  and  Jigainst  his  army."  Many  are  the  predic- 
tions of  this  in  the  Old  Testament.  Under  the  name  of 
the  Assyrian,  the  first  oppressor  of  Israel,  he  is  foretold  as 
for  a  short  time  smiting  restored  Israel,  ' '  0  my  people 
that  dwellest  in  Zion,  be  not  afraid  of  the  Assyrian,  he 
shall  smite  thee  with  a  rod,  and  shall  lift  up  his  staff 
against  thee,  after  the  manner  of  Egypt."  Isaiah  x.  24  ; 
see  also  xxx.  31 — 33  ;  xxxi.  9. 

The  nature  of  this  affliction.  It  is  a  great  con- 
federacy of  all  the  apostate  nations  of  the  Gentiles  in  the 
Holy  Land,  waging  destructive  war  against  the  Jews 
when  restored.  Nothing  can  be  more  express  than  the 
predictions  of  this  :  Zech.  xii.  3.  "  In  that  day  will  I 
make  Jerusalem  a  burdensome  stone  for  all  people  ;  all 
that  burden  themselves  with  it  shall  be  cut  in  pieces,  though 
all  the  people  of  the  earth  be  gathered  together  against  it. 
So  Zech.  xiv.  1,2.  "  Behold,  the  day  of  the  Lord  cometh, 
and  thy  spoil  shall  be  divided  in  the  midst  of  thee,  and  I 
will  gather  all  nations  against  Jerusalem  to  battle."  Joel 
ii.  and  iii.  2.  predicts  at  large  the  assembling  of  the  Gen- 
tiles against  the  restored  Jews  in  their  own  land,  and  the 
misery  occasioned  by  it.  He  especially  describes  it  to  be 
"  after  many  days,  in  the  latter  years.  Thou  shalt  come 
up  against  my  people  of  Israel,  as  a  cloud  to  cover  the 
land,  it  shall  be  in  the  latter  days."  Ezekiel  particularly 
points  out  the  Prince  of  the  nations,  Rhos,  Meshec,  and 
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Tubal,  and  many  other  nations  confederating,  with  them, 
as  coming  against  the  Jews.  Ezekiel  xxxviii. 

The  result  of  this  affliction.  The  deep  trouble 
and  oppression  of  Israel  is  the  hrst  effect.    Jer.  xxx.  4 — 7. 

These  are  the  words  that  the  Lord  spake  concerning  Israel 
and  concerning  Judah.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  We  have 
heard  a  voice  of  trembling,  of  fear  and  not  of  peace.  Ask 
ye  now,  and  see  whether  a  man  doth  travail  with  child  ; 
wherefore  do  I  see  every  man  with  his  hands  on  his  loins, 
as  a  woman  in  travail,  and  all  faces  are  turned  into  pale- 
ness ]  Alas,  for  that  day  is  great,  so  that  none  is  like  it. 
It  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's  trouble,  but  he  shall  be  saved 
out  of  it."  This  trouble  yet  to  come  on  the  Jews  is  em- 
phatically great,  and  the  sorrows  of  it  are  even  severer  than 
the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans. 

In  this  trouble  the  rebellious  Jews  are  wholly  and 
finally  consumed.  God  expressly  declares  in  our  text, 
"  two  parts  shall  be  cut  off  and  die."  And  in  Ezekiel  x. 
38,  he  says,  "  I  will  purge  out  from  among  you  the  rebels, 
and  them  that  transgress  against  me.  I  will  bring  them 
forth  out  of  the  country  where  they  sojourn,  and  they 
shall  not  enter  into  the  land  of  Israel." 

But  THE  REMNANT  truly  retums  to  God.  Their  deep 
repentance  and  saving  faith  is  predicted  in  the  former 
chapter  ;  and  so  Isaiah  foretels  (x.  21.)  The  "  remnant 
shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob,  unto  the  mighty 
God." 

We  have  the  same  truth  of  but  a  small  part  compara- 
tively, being  brought  out  of  their  last  tribulation.  Isaiah 
Ixv.  8— Ifi. 

And  say  not,  my  brethren,  these  subjects  are  not  practi- 
cal and  profitable.  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  has  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  his  own  holy  book,  the  Bible,  with 
these  subjects  ;  they  cannot  then  be  matters  of  indifference 
to  the  church  at  any  time  ;  they  are  pregnant  with  spiri- 
tual instruction  in  every  age  ;  and  much  more  are  they 
important  to  us,  who,  have  reason  to  think  that  we  are 
living  in  the  close  of  the  Gentile  dispensation,  and  near 
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the  return  of  covenant  blessings  to  the  Jewish  nation.  If 
much  insight  into  God's  word  ;  if  a  just  anticipation  of 
the  most  awakening  coming  events  ;  if  quickening  motives 
to  watchfulness,  prayer,  and  preparation  for  the  Lord's 
coming  ;  if  a  humble  posture,  in  a  true  view  of  our  situa- 
tion as  Gentile  Christians  ;  if  a  lively  and  animating  hope 
of  approaching  glory,  are  of  practical  use  in  the  Christian 
life,  then  is  this  subject  eminently  practical  for  our  per- 
sonal edification.  If  we  would  also  be  guarded  against  un- 
founded hopes  in  our  labours  for  Jews  and  Gentiles  ;  be 
preserved  from  bitter  disappointment,  and  strengthened  to 
patient  perseverance  amidst  all  discouragements,  in  the 
scriptural  assurance  of  a  final  and  full  blessing,  then  is 
this  subject  eminently  helpful  to  true  and  patient  zeal  in 
supporting  every  scriptural  effort  for  the  salvation  of  Israel 
and  all  Gentile  nations.  If  we  would  attain  the  highest 
glories  of  the  resurrection,  then  does  this  subject  shew  us 
we  have  now  a  season  of  grace,  an  opportunity  of  confess- 
ing Christ,  and  being  faithful  to  him,  that  if  redeemed, 
will  exalt  us  to  the  highest  possible  blessedness  in  his 
coming  kingdom.  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the 
brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever." 
We  proceed  to  consider 

III.  The  grace  shewn  to  the  chosen  remnant. 

"  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through  the  fire,  and  will 
refine  them  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will  try  them  as  gold 
is  tried ;  they  shall  call  on  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them." 

The  truth  of  God  is  engaged,  that  Israel  shall  not  be 
wholly  cut  off.  He  has  promised,  "  Though  I  make  a  full 
end  of  all  nations  whither  I  have  scattered  thee,  yet  will  I 
not  make  a  full  end  of  thee."  Jer.  xxx.  11.  He  has  said, 
"  If  ye  can  break  my  covenant  of  the  day,  and  my  cove- 
nant of  the  night,  that  there  should  not  be  day  nor  night 
in  their  season,  then  may  also  my  covenant  be  broken 
with  David  my  servant,  that  he  should  not  have  a  son  to 
reign  upon  his  throne,  and  with  the  priests  the  Levites  my 
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ministers."  His  grace  is  indeed  exceedingly  magnified,  in 
gathering  a  remnant  out  of  tlaose  thus  unbelieving  and  re- 
bellious. 

Three  things  are  here  revealed  respecting  this  saved  rem- 
nant ;  their  afflictions,  their  sanctification,  and  their  com- 
pleted salvation. 

1.  Their  afflictions.  The  saved  remnant  will  have 
deep  afflictions  to  endure.  This  is  the  general  portion  of 
God's  people  in  their  way  to  glory  :  "  we  must  through 
much  tribulation  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  par- 
ticular afflictions  which  the  pious  remnant  of  restored  Is- 
rael pass  through,  arise  from  various  quarters.  Thus  their 
unbelieving  brethren  persecute  them,  as  it  is  foretold. 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  5.  "  Your  brethren  hated  you,  and  cast  you 
out,  for  my  name's  sake."  To  the  last  the  enmity  of  the 
carnal  mind  against  the  gospel  is  thus  manifested.  The 
Gentile  oppressors,  under  the  apostacy,  will  bring  down 
soi-e  afflictions  upon  them.  They  are  described  in  Isaiah 
XXX.  as  causing  a  yoke  of  bondage,  spoiling  and  devouring. 
And  so  in  the  verses  following  our  text,  it  is  said,  "  the 
city  shall  be  taken,  and  the  houses  rifled,  and  the  women 
ravished."  Godless  men  are  ever  cruel,  and  the  days  of 
terror  in  the  French  Revolution  may  be  taken  as  a  proof 
of  this,  and  as  a  striking  manifestation  of  this  cruelty. 

But  there  is  a  yet  deeper  source  of  affliction,  the  view 
of  their  own  guilt.  And  to  accomplish  this  appears  to  be 
the  special  object  of  the  predicted  mission  of  Elijah.  Mai. 
iv.  5,  6.  "  Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet,  be- 
fore the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children, 
and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers,  lest  I  come 
and  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse."  Thus  our  Lord  himself 
predicts  a  future  coming  of  Elijah,  beyond  his  first  com- 
ing in  spirit,  in  the  person  of  John  the  Baptist.  Matt, 
xvii.  10,  11.  "  His  disciples  asked  him,  Why  then  say 
the  scribes  that  Elias  must  first  come  '  And  Jesus  answered 
them,  and  said,  Elias  truly  shall  first  come  and  restore 
all  things,"    His  appearance  then,  and  his  ministry,  help 
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to  produce  this  mighty,  moral,  and  spiritual  revolution  in 
the  Jewish  mind.*  And  when  the  Saviour  appears  to 
tliem,  and  for  them,  we  have  this  account  of  the  effects. 
Zech.  xii.  9 — 11.  "  I  will  seek  to  destroy  all  the  nations 
that  come  against  Jerusalem  ;  and  I  will  pour  upon  the 
house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem, 
the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  supplications,  and  they  shall 
look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall 
mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  son,  and 
shall  be  in  bitterness  for  him  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness 
for  his  lirst-born.  In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  great 
mourning  in  Jerusalem,  as  the  mourning  of  Hadadrimmon 
in  the  valley  of  Megiddon." 

How  can  we  illustrate  this  ?  Kind  interference  in  ex- 
treme difficulty  ever  calls  forth  the  liveliest  expressions  of 
attachment  and  grateful  feeling.  What  then  will  it  be 
when  their  great  Deliverer  appears  for  them  !  Conceive 
the  state  of  mind  of  this  remnant,  on  the  veil  being  removed, 
and  their  beholding  Christ,  with  the  marks  of  the  wounds 
in  his  body,  appearing  visibly  as  their  deliverer,  to  extri- 
cate them  from  their  last  bitter  trouble.  When  all  hope  is 
gone,  when  half  of  their  city  is  already  captured — then 
they  see  Jesus  of  Nazareth  come  as  their  Deliverer,  and 
stand  on  Mount  Olivet.  They  recal  all  their  blasphemies 
of  his  name  for  eighteen  hundred  years  ;  his  crucifixion, 
his  rejection,  their  hatred  and  scorn  ;  their  persevering 
contempt  and  blasphemy,  through  so  many  generations, 
against  their  own  long-desired  King  and  Deliverer.  0 
what  remorse  and  bitter  grief  fills  every  bosom  !  How 
could  we  have  been  so  blind  1  how  could  we  have  sinned 
against  such  a  meek,  tender,  mighty  and  gracious  King 

*  Mr.  Herschell  notices  tbat,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Passover  in  Jewish 
families,  "a  second  cup  of  wine,  called  Elijah's  cup,  is  placed  before  the 
master — the  door  is  opened,  and  a  solemn  pause  of  expectation  ensues.  It 
is  at  this  moment  that  the  Jews  expect  that  the  coming  of  Elijah  will  take 
place  to  announce  the  glad  tidings  that  the  Messiah  is  at  hand,  and  notwith- 
standing the  disappointment,  year  after  year  his  arrival  is  still  confidently 
expected."  Thus  has  been  kept  up  by  this  human  ceremony  an  expectation 
which  is  confirmed  in  the  New  Testament. 
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and  Saviour  ?  This  is  perhaps  the  deepest  sorrow  for  sin 
that  will  ever  agonize  the  human  heart. 

2.  Their  sanctification.  The  affliction  will  be  puri- 
fying. "  I  will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will 
try  them  as  gold  is  tried." 

Under  tlie  law  of  Moses  there  was  this  ordinance  for 
purifying  the  spoil  taken  in  war  :  "  The  gold,  the  silver, 
tlie  brass,  the  iron,  the  tin  and  the  lead,  every  thing  that 
may  al)ide  the  fire  ye  shall  make  it  go  through  the  fire  and 
it  shall  be  clean."  Numb.  xxxi.  22,  23.  Thus  passing 
through  the  fire  is  made  the  emblem  of  the  means  of  puri- 
fication. Tlie  soul  is  purified  by  the  fire  of  trouble.  This 
effect  God  has  himself  announced  (Isaiah  xlviii.  10,)  say- 
ing, "  Behold,  I  have  refined  thee,  but  not  with  silver  ;  I 
have  chosen  thee  in  the  furnace  of  affliction."  Speaking 
of  the  afflictions  of  Israel  in  another  place  (Isaiah  xxvii. 
9,)  God  says,  "  By  this  shall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be 
purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit,  to  take  away  his  sin."  All 
affliction  is  not  indeed  thus  purifying.  It  may  even  har- 
den the  soul  to  its  final  rebellion  and  destruction,  accord- 
ing to  that  inquiry,  "  Why  should  ye  be  stricken  any 
more  ?  ye  will  revolt  more  and  more  :  "  which  issued  in, 
"  Your  country  is  desolate,  your  cities  are  burned  with 
fire  ;  your  land,  strangers  devour  it  in  your  presence,  and 
it  is  desolate  as  overthrown  by  strangers."  But  afflictions 
sanctified  by  the  grace  of  God,  afflictions  joined  with  the 
view  of  Christ  crucified,  are  eminently  purifying  ;  and 
this  is  the  peculiarity  of  this  last  Jewish  trouble,  "  I  will 
pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplications  ;  and 
they  shall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
they  shall  mourn  for  him."  And  then  only  will  the  pro- 
mise be  accomplished,  Isaiah  Ix.  22,  "  Thy  people  shall  be 
all  righteous ;  they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever,  the 
branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that  I  may 
be  glorified."  We  have  a  type  of  this  (Dan.  iii.  25)  in 
Shadrach,  Meshech,  and  Abednego,  passing  through  the 
burning  fiery  furnace,  sustained  by  the  personal  and  visible 
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appearance  of  one  like  the  Son  of  God  walking  through 
the  fire.  We  have  another  clear  prediction  of  this,  (Isaiah 
li.  16,)  "  I  have  put  my  words  in  thy  mouth,  and  I  have 
covered  thee  in  the  shadow  of  mine  hand,  that  I  may  plant 
the  heavens,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  the  earth  (that  is, 
of  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 
righteousness,)  and  say  unto  Zion,  Thou  art  my  people." 
Their  completed  salvation  is  directly  connected  with  the 
jjersonal  and  visible  return  of  our  Lord,  and  their  previous 
troubles.  Psalm  cii.  16,  17-  "  When  the  Lord  shall  build 
up  Zion,  he  shall  appear  in  his  glory  ;  he  will  regard  the 
prayer  of  the  destitute,  and  not  despise  their  prayer."  And 
so  it  follows  in  my  text. 

3.  Their  completed  salvation  follows  this.  "  I  will 
bring  them  through  the  fire.  They  shall  call  on  my  name 
and  I  will  hear  them."  This  spirit  of  prayer  is  often  con- 
nected with  the  last  times  and  Israel's  deliverance.  Thus 
in  Joel  ii.  32,  "  It  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whosoever  shall 
call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  delivered  :  for  in 
mount  Zion  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  deliverance,  as  the 
Lord  hath  said,  and  in  the  remnant  whom  the  Lord  shall 
call."  The  great  tribulation  then  passes  over  from  the 
Jews  to  the  apostate  Gentiles  their  oppressors,  Joel  iii.  7, 19. 
"  The  hand  of  the  Lord  (it  is  said  Isaiah  Ixvi.  14)  shall  be 
known  to  his  servants,  and  his  indignation  towards  his 
enemies.  For,  behold,  the  Lord  will  come  with  fire  and 
with  chariots,  like  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with 
fury,  and  his  rebuke  with  flames  of  fire.  For  by  fire  and 
by  his  sword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  flesh."  Thus 
shall  at  length  the  millennial  kingdom  be  established.  The 
full  glories  of  the  completed  salvation  of  Israel,  and  its 
blessed  effects  on  the  whole  earth,  are  the  subjects  on 
wiiich  the  prophets  delight  to  dwell.  You  may  see  it  fully 
displayed  in  such  chapters  as  Isaiah  xi.  and  Ix. 

Zechariah  brings  it  before  us  in  its  more  spiritual  aspect, 
in  what  we  have  next  to  consider. 

IV.  Their  renewed  adoption  as  the  people  of 
God. 
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"I  will  say,  It  is  my  people,  and  they  shall  say,  The 
Lord  is  my  God."  You  observe  two  things — God's  recog- 
nized adoption  of  them  ;  and  their  grateful  confession  of 
him.  The  same  third  part  that  is  tried  is  converted. 
Hence  I  judge  that  this  can  only  be  completely  fulfilled  in 
days  yet  to  come,  and  among  the  Jews  restored  to  their 
own  land. 

1.  God's  recognized  ADorTioN  of  them.  "  I  will 
say,  It  is  my  people."  This  was  their  covenant  privilege 
from  the  beginning.  Exod.  xix.  5.  "  If  ye  will  obey  my 
voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a 
peculiar  treasure  unto  me  above  all  people  ;  for  all  the  earth 
is  mine  :  and  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests  and 
a  holy  nation."  But  through  their  unbelief  and  disobedi- 
ence they  broke  this  covenant,  and  forfeited  their  privi- 
leges, as  Hosea  i.  9,  10,  predicts.  "  God  said,  Call  his 
name  Lo-amrai,  for  ye  are  not  my  people  and  I  will  not 
be  your  God."  But  with  that  prediction  he  immediately, 
as  is  usual  in  the  heart  full  of  God's  love,  often  thus  flow- 
ing over  in  the  prophecies,  connects  with  this  rejection  the 
glowing  promise,  "  Yet  the  number  of  the  children  of 
Israel  shall  be  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  which  cannot  be 
measured  nor  numbered.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
in  the  place  where  it  was  said  unto  them,  Ye  are  not  my 
people,  there  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Ye  are  the  sons  of 
the  living  God."  And  afterwards  he  renews  it' — "  I  will 
have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  obtained  mercy,  and  I 
will  say  to  them  which  were  not  my  people,  Thou  art  my 
people,  and  they  shall  say.  Thou  art  my  God."  Hosea  ii. 
23.  This,  indeed,  is  the  great  promise  of  the  new  covenant 
God  has  engaged  to  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  and 
with  the  house  of  Judah.  Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 34.  At  present 
we  Gentiles  have  been  taken  in  their  place.  "  Through 
their  fall,  salvation  is  come  unto  the  Gentiles,  for  to  pro- 
voke them  to  jealousy."  But  the  Gentile  churches  have 
been  high-minded,  instead  of  fearing.  The  Gentile  churches 
have  largely  also  apostatized  through  unbelief,  and  the 
people  of  Israel  are  about  to  be  restored  as  God's  covenant 
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people.  Nor  let  us  be  envious  at  this,  but  see  in  it  another 
enlarging  step  of  God's  mercy  to  all  our  fallen  race  :  his 
surprizing  goodness  takes  occasion,  from  the  sins  of  one 
class,  to  bestow  mercy  upon  others,  and  finally  concludes 
all  in  v/iibelief,  in  order  that  he  ma)j  have  meraj  upon  all. 
The  glories  of  the  latter  dispensation  always  also  surpass 
and  eclipse,  in  a  fuller  splendour  of  blessedness,  the  glories 
of  the  preceding.  I  cannot  now  however  enter  even  on 
the  great  blessedness  which  follows  this  re-adoption  of 
Israel  ;  but  our  text  proceeds  to  notice  one  thing  farther. 

2.  Their  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
Lord.    "  They  shall  say,  the  Lord  is  my  God." 

At  length  the  Jews  shall  confess  Jehovah  Jesus  as  their 
God,  their  own  God  :  at  length  he  shall  be  not  only  "  the 
light  to  lighten  tlie  Gentiles,  but  the  glory  of  his  people 
Israel :  "  at  length  the  veil  is  removed  from  their  eyes ; 
they  behold  with  unveiled  face  all  the  glory  of  the  Lord  in 
Jesus,  their  own  Messiah,  "  and  are  changed  into  the 
same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord." 

The  source  of  all  this  is  the  free  grace  of  God.  The 
promise  is  absolute  and  unconditional :  They  shall  say, 
though  all  the  world  should  combine  in  unbelief  and  oppo- 
sition ;  though  all  the  world  should  contradict  the  divine 
purpose,  and  assei't  they  will  never  say  of  Christ,  "  the 
Lord  is  my  God  ;  "  God  has  pledged  himself  for  it,  and  it 
cannot  be  broken.  The  nature  of  this  acknowledgment 
is  no  vague,  uncertain  notion,  but  the  confidence  and  joy 
of  a  living  and  appropriating  faith — "the  Lord  is  my 
God  :  "  he  is  my  all-sufficient  portion  ;  long  have  I  hewn 
out  broken  cisterns,  now  I  have  returned  to  the  true  foun- 
tain of  living  waters,  and  every  desire  is  met  and  satisfied 
in  the  possession  of  God,  even  my  own  God. 

And  there  is  no  longer  a  selfish  nationalism,  that  would 
keep  the  blessing  from  others  :  but  they  shall  say,  that  is, 
there  is  an  open  confession  of  God  our  Saviour  before  the 
nations  :  there  is  a  heartfelt,  universal,  and  lasting  ac- 
knowledgment of  him  before  the  world,  which  finally 
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causes  the  Gentiles  to  rejoice  witli  his  people  Israel,  and  to 
hring  the  glorious  present  of  their  hitherto  uugathered 
brethren,  as  an  offeiung  unto  the  Lord  out  of  all  nations. 
Isaiah  Ixv.  17.  God  promises  to  "  create  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  and  in  them  to  create  Jerusalem  a  re- 
joicing, and  her  people  a  joj'."  He  also  testifies,  "  As  the 
new  heavens  and  the  new  earth,  which  I  will  make,  shall 
remain  before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  so  shall  your  seed  and 
your  name  remain."  Nothing  less  than  this  is  the  glorious 
consummation  ;  and  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  their 
own  land  is  as  it  were  the  bridge  from  our  present  low 
and  earthly  state,  to  those  heavenly  things  thus  clearly 
promised. 

Let  us  now,  in  conclusion,  consider  the  practical  uses  of 
these  truly  scriptural  hopes.  And  be  assured  that  the 
scriptures  would  not  have  said  so  much  on  this  subject,  if 
it  had  not  been  eminently  important  for  our  instruction 
and  edification,  and  practically  beneficial  to  our  souls. 

1.  Discern  tue  signs  of  the  times.  They  are  so 
distinct,  that  he  may  run  that  reads  them.  The  Turkish 
empire  is  wasting :  the  unclean  spirits  of  Popery,  lawless- 
ness, and  infidelity,  are  stirring  up  and  gathering  the  kings 
of  the  earth  to  the  last  war.  The  way  of  the  Jews  is  pre- 
paring. It  is  even  now  seen  that  Palestine  is  to  be  the 
battle-field  of  Europe.  Popery,  in  its  vast  resources  of 
political  power  and  riches,  has  been  wasting  and  consu- 
ming, and  the  signs  of  the  last  infidel  Antichrist  are  ap- 
pearing. Any  day  may  remove  the  remaining  obstacles  of 
the  return  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land.  Surely  these 
things  are  as  the  blowing  of  a  trumpet,  to  prepare  the  peo- 
ple of  God  for  all  that  God  has  predicted. 

Be  delivered  from  a  worldly  spirit.  The  pecu- 
liar snare  and  temptation  of  Great  Britain  in  these  days 
is  worldliness,  either  in  its  pleasui'e-loving  form,  or  more 
generally  in  its  money-trusting,  money-loving,  money-get- 
ting, money- exalting  spirit.  Nothing  is  more  calculated 
to  enable  us  to  overcome  boasting  and  glorjnng  in  riches, 
and  being  pufiFed  up  by  them,  than  a  clear  and  scriptural 
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view  of  the  nearness  of  those  great  events  of  the  tribula- 
tion of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  personal  coming  of  Christ, 
whicli  are  connected  with  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  to 
their  own  land.  This  will  shew  us  the  day  of  tribulation 
at  hand  ;  the  return  of  our  Saviour  near  ;  that  riches  pro- 
fit nothing  in  the  day  of  wrath  ;  that  the  true  riches  are 
being  rich  towards  God  and  having  treasure  in  heaven. 

Be  ready  for  the  Lord's  coming.  It  takes  place 
immediately  after  this  completion  of  the  Jewish  Tribula- 
tion. Matt.  xxiv.  29,  30.  See  what  that  coming  is.  It 
is  a  day  of  vengeance  and  a  day  of  salvation.  Do  not 
imagine  it  to  be  only  joy  and  glory,  and  ignorantly  wish 
for  it  without  any  preparation.  Amos  v.  18,  warns  such 
— "  Woe  unto  you  that  desire  the  day  of  the  Lord !  to 
what  end  is  it  for  you  1  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  darkness, 
not  light."  Let  then  all  that  is  now  taking  place  in  the 
shaking  of  the  nations  ;  the  interest  about  the  Jews,  and 
the  steps  towards  their  return  ;  be  to  you  as  a  beacon  and 
an  ensign,  stirring  up  these  purposes  in  your  soul — "  Now 
I  must  prepare  for  my  Lord's  return  ;  I  must  get  the  oil 
of  divine  truth  in  my  vessel  :  I  must  watch  and  pray  : 
I  must  take  heed  that  my  "  heart  be  not  overcharged 
with  surfeiting,  and  drunkenness,  and  cares  of  this  life, 
and  so  that  day  come  upon  me  unawares  ;  I  must  put  on 
the  breastplate  of  faith  and  love,  and  for  an  helmet  the 
hope  of  salvation  ; "  and  prove  thus  that  I  am  among 
"  the  children  of  light  and  the  ciiildren  of  the  day,  and  not 
appointed  to  wrath,  but  to  obtain  salvation  by  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

Take  a  deep  interest  in  the  Jewish  nation. 
They  have  not  been  preserved  in  their  dispersion,  apart  and 
distinct  from  all  other  nations  ;  they  do  not  occupy  so 
large  a  part  of  God's  own  word,  without  an  end  corres- 
ponding to  the  peculiarity  of  God's  providential  dealings 
with  them.  They  are  as  seed  sown  in  the  earth,  and  shall 
at  length  be  "  trees  of  righteousness,  the  planting  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  may  be  glorified."  Nor  can  you  shew  mercy 
and  love  to  them,  without  obtaining  clusters  of  ricli  pro- 
t  s 
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mises,  full  of  Ijenefit  to  yourself.  "  I  will  bless  them  that 
bless  thee — they  shall  prosper  that  love  thee."  Seeing 
■what  God  has  yet  to  do  by  this  people,  cease  the  maddened 
folly  of  scoffing  at,  despising,  or  neglecting  the  Jew,  and 
rejoice  in  aiding  each  effort  the  people  of  God  make  for 
their  spiritual  welfare.  Remember  that  Rahab  and  her 
family  escaped  from  the  general  destruction  of  their  coun- 
try by  shewing  kindness  to  the  people  of  God.  They 
now  seem  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  all  Christians  by 
this  Society  thus  to  aid  them. 

5.  Anticipate  by  faith  the  precious  hope  the 
Bible  gives  of  the  resurrection  glory  of  the 
church  and  the  full  blessedness  of  the  earth.  In 
that  period,  while  the  Jewisli  restoration  is  going  on,  the 
Saviour  raises  the  dead,  changes  the  living  saints,  and 
translates  his  church  to  their  heavenly  glory.  To  belong 
to  his  true  church  now  then  is  the  highest  wisdom  and 
the  truest  glory  of  all,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile.  Every 
converted  Jew  as  well  as  Gentile,  "now  counted  worthy 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,"  (2  Thess.  i.  5,)  attains,  by  be- 
lieving in  Jesus,  a  greater  glory  than  it  is  possible  for  him 
afterwards  to  attain.  But  wliile  the  church  of  Christ  has 
thus  pre-eminent  glory  in  the  heavens,  the  new  eartli  is 
also  preparing  to  be  a  scene  first  of  millennial,  and  then 
of  everlasting  blessedness.  In  that  new  earth  God  calls 
his  people,  "Be  ye  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which 
I  create,  for  behold,  I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing  and 
her  people  a  joy."  Isaiah  Ixv.  17,  18.  In  short,  righteous- 
ness finally  and  for  ever  dwells  and  triumphs  over  aU 
opposition,  filling  the  habitable  globe  with  love,  and  peace, 
and  joy,  under  the  happy  and  never-ending  dominion  of 
Christ  and  his  saints. 
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DISCOURSE  IX. 

THE  REDEEMER  COMING  FROM  THE  HEAVENLY  ZION. 

[Preached  at  Trinity  Chbech,  Dcblik,  Jcne  14,  1S40,  and  in  St.  James' 
Cbdrch,  Manchester,  Adgcst  9,  1810.] 

Romans  xi.  2!". 

There  shall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn 
away  ungodliness  from  Jacob. 

Whatever  doubts  might  have  been  entertained  respecting 
the  fulfilment  of  this  prediction,  as  it  is  contained  in  the 
prophecies  of  Isaiah,  those  doubts  are  to  us,  who  believe 
the  New  Testament  to  be  the  inspired  writing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  all  removed.  We  have  infallible  evidence  that  the 
prediction  is  yet  unfulfilled. 

In  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  chapters  of  this  epistle,  writ- 
ten to  tlie  Romans,  who  then  possessed  the  ruling  Gentile 
empire  of  the  world,  the  apostle  gives  a  most  instructive 
and  practical  view  of  the  dispensations  of  God  towards 
Jew  and  Gentile  :  illustrating  continually  thus  the  great 
doctrine  of  his  epistle,  salvation  by  the  grace  of  God  in 
Christ  through  faith  ; — "  Christ  being  tlie  end  of  the  law 
for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth."  He  tlien 
shows  how  the  Jews  stumbled  at  this  stumbling-stone,  and 
because  of  unbelief  were  broken  off  ;  and  thence  exhorts 
us  not  to  be  high-minded,  but  fear. 

He  farther  declares  that  they,  "  if  they  abide  not  in  un- 
s  2 
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belief,  shall  be  grafted  in  ;  God  being  able  to  graft  them  in 
again  ;  "  and  after  shewing  the  probability  of  it,  proceeds 
to  assure  us  that  "  all  Israel  shall  be  saved,  grounding  it 
on  the  prediction  of  Isaiah,  quoted  in  my  text,  "As  it  is 
■written,  there  shall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and 
shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob." 

May  the  Holy  Spirit  graciously  assist  us,  while  we 
consider, — 

I.  The  glorious  title  of  Christ. 

II.  The  Ziou  from  which  he  comes. 

III.  The  Resurrection  of  his  saints  as  connected  with 
his  return. 

IV.  The  mighty  work  which  he  will  perform  for 
Israel. 

I.  The  glorious  title  of  Christ.  He  is  the  Deli- 
verer of  his  people. 

In  the  passage  quoted  in  Isaiah,  he  is  called  Redeemer  ; 
here  it  is.  Deliverer.  The  apostle  uses  a  word  compre- 
hended in  Redeemer  :  but  having  a  more  special  reference 
to  a  deliverance  3-et  to  come  ;  not  only  from  their  length- 
ened unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart,  but  also  from  the  last 
great  tribulation  through  which  they  have  yet  to  pass. 

In  considering  this  title  of  Deliverer,  notice  the  grounds 
which  he  has  to  this  title.    They  are  many. 

1.  The  great  atonement  which  he  has  made. 
"  There  is  one  Mediator  between  God  and  Man,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ranson  for  all,  to  be  testi- 
fied in  due  time."  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse 
of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us."  Here  is  the  great 
and  fundamental  truth  on  which  all  the  hopes  of  sinners 
are  built.  There  is  a  full,  sufficient  oblation,  propitiation, 
Pad  satisfaction  made  by  his  one  oblation  of  himself,  once 
offered  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  We  proclaim  to 
every  human  being,  "  redemption  through  his  blood,  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace." 
What  a  precious  truth  isthis  to  be  made  known  to  all  men. 
"  Repentance  and  remission  of  sins  in  his  name,  to  be 
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preached  .anionj^  all  nations — to  the  Jew  first, and  also  to 
the  Greek."  The  murderers  and  crucifiers  of  the  Re- 
deemer are  first  of  all  to  have  this  propitiation  for  their 
sins  proclaimed  even  to  them.  What  an  illustration  of  the 
grace  of  the  gospel  is  here.  0  may  we  truly  confide  in  it, 
and  cleave  to  it  with  all  our  hearts  ! 

2.  The  work  of  grace  which  he  carries  ox.  "He 
redeemeth  us  from  all  iniquity,  that  he  might  purify  us 
unto  himself  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works."  As 
to  the  price  paid,  redemption  was  completed  in  the  death 
of  Jesus  on  the  tree  !  as  to  the  effect  to  be  produced,  the 
Redeemer  is  still  carrying  on  his  work,  delivering  us  from 
the  power  of  sins  daily.  "  I  know,"  says  Job,  "  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth."  Yes,  he  lives  to  give  us  his  Holy  Spirit, 
"  He  is  exalted  as  a  prince  and  a  Saviour  to  give  repent- 
ance unto  Israel,  and  remission  of  sins."  He  promises  to 
his  people,  "  I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
grave,  I  will  redeem  them  from  death.  0  death,  I  will 
be  thy  plague  !  0  grave,  I  will  be  thy  destruction  !"  We 
have  a  glorious  Redeemer,  who,  amidst  all  our  infirmities, 
sinfulness,  dangers,  temptations,  and  enemies,  proves  him- 
self mighty  to  save  all  that  fly  to  him  ;  and  will  never  re- 
ject them,  never  forsake  them,  being  "  able  to  save  to  the 
uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him." 

3.  The  final  deliverance  of  his  people.  There 
is  a  glorious  deliverance  of  his  church  fast  approaching, 
called  the  "  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God,"  for  which 
all  creation  is  waiting  ;  the  redemption  of  their  bodies  in 
the  day  of  the  resurrection,  as  St.  Paul  says,  "  we  also  our- 
selves, which  have  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  groan 
within  ourselves  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  re- 
demption of  the  body." 

But  Isaiah  and  the  apostle  seem  especially  here  to  direct 
our  attention  to  Christ  ;  not  only  to  his  spiritual  redemp- 
tion, but  also  to  his  office,  as  the  Redeemer  and  "  Deliverer 
of  his  people  Israel"  from  their  present  unbelief,  dispersion 
and  degradation.  This  deliverance  is  often  predicted  in 
words  that  cannot  be  applied  to  any  past  deliverance. 
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Thus  it  is  said,  Isa.  xi.  11,  12  :  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  in 
that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  set  his  hand  again  the  second 
time  to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people,  which  shall  be 
left,  from  Assyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and 
from  Cash,  and  from  Elam,  and  from  Shinar,  and  from 
Hamath,  and  from  the  Islands  of  the  sea.  And  he  shall 
set  up  an  ensign  for  the  nations,  and  shall  assemble  the 
outcasts  of  Israel,  and  gather  together  the  dispersed  of 
Judah  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth."  So  glorious 
shall  this  redemption  be,  that  the  deliverance  from  Egypt 
shall  be  lost  in  its  blaze  of  glory,  and  ceasing  to  be  re- 
ferred to,  it  shall  be  said,  "the  Lord  liveth  that  brought 
up  the  children  of  Israel  from  the  land  of  the  north,  and  from 
all  lands  whither  he  had  driven  them,  and  I  will  bring 
them  again  into  their  land  that  I  gave  unto  their  fathers." 
Jer.  xvi.  15.  Here  indeed  is  a  work  yet  to  fill  the  whole 
world  with  admiration.  The  fruit  of  this  deliverance  is, 
the  Jews  are  made  the  first  pattern  of  a  righteous  nation, 
keeping  the  truth — "  thy  people  shall  be  all  righteous  !  or 
as  Isaiah  puts  it,  they  shall  call  them  the  holy  people,  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  sought  out, 
a  city  not  forsaken."  Such  is  the  gloi'ious  title  of  Christ, 
the  Redeemer  of  Israel. 

II.  The  Zion  from  which  he  comes. 

You  will  observe  a  striking  change  from  the  language  of 
Isaiah  in  the  quotation  by  the  apostle.  Isaiah  says,  "  the 
Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion  ;"  the  apostle  says,  "  he  shall 
come  out  of  Zion."  Such  alterations  are  not  unfrequent  in 
New  Testament  quotations  from  the  Old.  What  is  the  key 
to  them  ? 

The  Holy  Ghost,  in  quoting  his  own  words,  enlarges  his 
own  instruction,  and  gives  farther  information  agreeably  to 
the  varied  circumstances  of  the  church. 

In  the  time  of  St.  Paul,  the  Redeemer  had  been  to  the 
earthly  Zion  ;  had  suffered  there  for  us,  and  had  gone  to 
the  heavenly  Zion  ;  and  now  he  leads  our  hearts  to  the  hope 
of  his  return. 
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Let  us  notice  these  things  more  fully. 

1.  The  earthly  Ziox  is  a  type  of  the  heavenly. 
It  has  all  along  been  so  designed.  While  the  48th  Psalm, 
for  instance,  applies  to  the  literal  Zion  in  the  fii-st  instance 
it  has  a  largeness  of  expression  only  realized  in  the  hea- 
venly. "  Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth,  is  Mount  Zion  :  on  the  sides  of  the  north  the  city  of 
the  great  King.  God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge. 
Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her  ;  and  tell  the 
towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her 
palaces  ;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generations  following. 
For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  ;  he  will  be  our 
guide  unto  death."  The  earthly  Zion  rejected  its  Lord 
and  King  when  he  appeared,  and  we  have  then  opened 
more  fully  to  us  the  heavenly.  Thus  all  Christians  here 
are  described  as  come  to  the  foot  of  this  eternal  and  hea- 
venly Zion.  "  Ye  are  not  come  to  the  Mount  that  might 
be  touched  ;  but  ye  are  come  to  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  ;  to  the 
general  assembly  and  churcli  of  the  first  born,  whose  names 
are  written  in  heaven."  Hence  St.  Paul  tells  the  Gala- 
tians,  that  "  the  Jerui-alem  which  is  above,  is  free,  whicli 
is  the  mother  of  us  all."  And  the  promise  made  to  the 
overcomer  in  the  Philadelphian  church  is,  "  I  will  write 
upon  him  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God,  which  is  New 
Jerusalem,  which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from  my 
God.''  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  earthly  Zion  was  de- 
signed also  to  represent  and  shadow  forth  the  heavealy  Zion. 

We  may  farther  notice  that  our  Lord  is  now  in  the 
heavenly  Zion.  He  was  seen  ascending  into  heaven  by 
his  apostles  ;  they  were  assured  by  the  angels  that  he  was 
gone  there,  and  there  the  "  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the 
root  of  David,"  was  beheld  by  the  inspired  John.  He  is 
represented  to  us  there  also  as  having  with  him  in  the  hea- 
venly Mount,  his  sealed  and  departed  saints  and  servants  ; 
"  I  looked,  and  lo  a  Lamb  stood  on  the  Mount  Zion,  and 
with  him  an  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand,  having  his 
Father's  name  written  on  their  foreheads.    These  are  they 
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which  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  goeth.  These 
were  redemed  from  among  men,  being  the  first  fruits  unto 
God  and  the  Lamb."  It  is,  then,  clear  that  our  Lord  is 
now  in  the  heavenlj^  Zion,  gathering  to  the  paradise  above 
his  saints  ;  all  who  have  departed  are  now  with  Christ, 
in  a  far  better  state  than  during  their  abode  on  earth. 
Phil.  i.  23. 

We  farther  learn  his  future  return.  "  He  shall 
come  out  of  Zion."  This  is  the  great  hope  of  his  church, 
brought  before  us  in  very  many  forms  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Plainly  he  foretold  tliis  while  he  was  yet  on  earth. 
Thus,  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  he  assured  the  disciples, 
"  Then  shall  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  heaven, 
and  then  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  shall  mourn  ;  and  they 
shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
with  power  and  great  glory."  So  he  assured  the  high 
priest  who  condemned  him,  "  Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the 
Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven."  This  is  what  the  disciples  were 
assured  of  first  of  all,  on  his  ascension.  "  This  same  Jesns 
which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in 
like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  This  is 
ever  represented  by  the  holy  apostles,  as  the  great  hope  of 
his  church.  St.  Paul  says,  "  Looking  for  that  blessed  hope, 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ."  Again  he  says,  "  For  our  conversa- 
tion is  in  heaven,  from  whence  also  we  look  for  the  Sa- 
viour, the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  And  farther  he  testifies, 
"  When  Christ  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye 
also  appear  with  him  in  glorj*."  St.  John  says,  "  We 
know  that  when  he  shall  appear  we  shall  be  like  him,  for 
we  shall  see  him  as  he  is  ;  and  he  that  hath  this  hope  in 
him  purifieth  himself  even  as  he  is  pure."  St.  Peter  bids  us 
to  "  hope  to  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  to 
us  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ."  No  one  can  have 
searched  the  New  Testament  without  seeing  that  the  fu- 
ture return  of  our  Saviour  out  of  the  heavenly  Zion  is  ever 
presented  as  the  animating  motive  for  all  holy  tempers> 
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Christian  graces,  self-sacrifice,  devotedness  to  God,  and 
ileadness  to  the  present  world. 

Oh  that  the  Lord  may  more  and  more  revive  this  hope  in 
liis  church,  and  preserve  us  from  that  state  of  mind  which 
lie  so  explicitly  condemns,  and  which  leads  any  man  to 
think  or  to  say,  "  My  Lord  delayeth  his  coming  !  "  May 
you,  like  the  Corinthians,  "  come  behind  in  no  gift,  waiting 
for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

III.  The  resurrection  of  his  saints  as  connected 

WITH  HIS  RETURN. 

The  prophet  Daniel  has  distinctly  connected  a  resurrec- 
tion to  glory  with  the  last  deliverance  of  the  people  of 
Israel.  "  And  at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  delivered, 
every  one  that  shall  be  written  in  the  book.  And  many  of 
them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake,  some 
to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt." Dan.  xii.  1,  2.  And  the  prophet  Ezekiel  may  in- 
clude a  literal  resurrection  of  the  believing  saints,*  as  well 
as  a  national  resurrection  of  Israel,  in  that  remarkable 
vision  of  the  valley  of  dry  bones.  Ezek,  xxxvii.  He  de- 
scends from  heaven,  and  it  is  the  day  of  resurrection  of  the 
saints,  and  the  first  step  in  the  judgment  of  the  quick  and 
of  the  dead.    2  Tim.  iv.  1. 

How  unspeakably  important  then  to  every  human  being 
this  coming  out  of  Zion  will  be  !  How  astounding  and 
dreadful  to  a  careless  world  !  How  animating  and  enrap- 
turing to  his  waiting  people  !  Prepared  for  it  by  many 
ninning  "  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge"  being  increased : 
gathering  fresh  oil  of  divine  truth  in  their  lamps  :  from 
searching  the  scriptures  instructed  by  the  ensign  of  the 
returning  Jews  (Isaiah  xi.  12,)  and  awakened  by  it  as  by 
the  sound  of  a  trumpet  (Isaiah  xviii.  3,)  "  the  children  of 
light  and  the  children  of  the  day"  are  no  longer  sleeping 

*  Mr.  Scott  observes,  "  the  vision  was  evidently  intended,  in  its  primary 
meaning,  to  encourage  the  desponding  Jews ;  and  to  predict  both  their  res- 
toration after  the  captivity,  and  also  the  recovery  of  Judah  and  Israel  from 
their  present  continued  dispersions.  But  it  was  also  a  clear  intimation  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead." 
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as  do  others.  The  brethren  of  Christ  will  not  be  "  in 
darkness,  that  that  day  should  overtake  them  as  a  thief."  1 
Thess.  V.  The  times  and  the  seasons  will  be  so  unfolded, 
that  while  "  none  of  the  wicked  sliall  understand,  the  wise 
shall  understand."  Dan.  xii.  10.  Roused  by  the  cry, 
"Behold,  the  Bridegroom  cometh,"  (Matt,  xxv  ;)  and 
warned  by  his  own  words,  "  Behold,  I  come  as  a  thief, 
blessed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  his  garments,  lest 
he  walk  naked,  and  they  see  his  shame,"  his  people  prayer- 
fully and  watchfully,  believingly  and  joyfully  prepare  to 
meet  him,  and  are  ready  when  he  comes. 

How  magnificently  glorious  will  be  their  instant  transla- 
tion to  his  joyful  presence  !  The  scriptures  labour  to  call 
our  attention  to  it.  Thus  the  apostle  speaks  to  the  Corin- 
thians, "  Behold  I  shew  you  a  mystery  ;  we  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed  ;  in  a  moment,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump  :  for  the  trumpet  shall 
sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we 
shall  be  changed.  For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  in- 
corruption,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality. 
1  Cor.  XV.  51,  52. 

In  similar  language  he  tells  the  Thessalonians,  "  For 
this  we  say  unto  you  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we 
which  are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
shall  not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep.  For  the  Lord 
himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the 
voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God,  and 
tlie  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first  :  Then  we  which  are 
alive  and  remain  shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them 
in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  so  shall  we 
ever  be  with  the  Lord  ;  wherefore  comfort  one  another 
with  these  words." 

All  who  are  then  prepared,  all  who  are  then  looking  for 
him,  all  who  are  waiting  for  his  return,  (1  Cor.  i.  7. 
Phil.  ii.  20.  ]  Thess.  i.  10.  Titus  ii.  13.  Heb.  ix.  28,) 
whether  among  Jews  or  Gentiles,  will  be  delivered  from 
the  coming  wrath,  and  partake  of  the  great  salvation.  To 
them  we  may  say,  "  God  hath  not  appointed  us  to  wrath. 
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but  to  obtain  salvation  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  1  Thess. 
V.  9.  How  earnestly,  then,  ought  we  to  warn  you  to 
"  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  !  "  How  fervently  ought  we 
to  press  you  to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  lay  hold 
on  eternal  life." 

Oh,  realize  this  great  day  of  the  Lord  ;  hark  to  the  last 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God 
calling  the  dead  to  come  forth  ;  see  the  graves  open,  and 
each  saint,  casting  off  all  the  integuments  of  corruption 
and  mortality,  and  clothed  as  the  Son  of  God  was  clothed 
on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  with  a  face  shining  as 
the  sun,  and  raiment  white  as  the  light,  rises  with  majestic 
splendour  from  the  earth  !  While  we  ai'e  gazing  with 
delight  on  the  glorious  scene,  we  find,  quick  as  thought, 
the  transfiguration  wrought  on  ourselves,  and  we  ascend 
with  them,  leaving  earth  far  behind,  and  transported  at 
once,  with  all  his  saints,  before  him,  in  whose  presence  is 
fulness  of  joy,  a  joy  never  to  be  lost,  never  to  be  left.  0 
glorious  day  !  0  immortal  company  !  0  happy  believer  ! 
0  everlasting  blessedness,  who  does  not  long  to  share  it  ! 
who  will  not  struggle  to  attain  that  which  God  himself 
has  promised  to  bestow  ! 

0  unhappy  world,  left  in  the  darkness  that  may  be  felt ! 
Then  darkness  indeed  covers  the  whole  earth,  and  gross 
darkness  the  people.  But  in  the  midst  of  that  darkness, 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  last  tribulation  connected  with  it, 
the  voice  comes  forth  to  Zion,  "  Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light 
is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee  ;  for 
behold  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  eai-th,  and  gross  dark- 
ness the  people,  but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and 
his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee." 

Let  us  proceed  to  consider  the  work  of  grace  to  be  then 
wrought  for  Israel. 

IV.  The  mighty  work  which  he  will  perform 

FOR  ISRAEL. 

We  may  observe  here  again  a  remarkable  change  in  the 
quotation  from  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah.    Isaiah  says,  "  he 
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shall  come  unto  them  that  turn  from  transgression  in 
Jacob."  St.  Paul  says,  "  he  shall  turn  away  ungodliness 
from  Jacob."  This  variation  is  not  without  a  most  impor- 
tant and  instructive  meaning.  The  conditional  promises 
of  the  Old  Covenant  have  become  sealed  by  the  death  of 
the  sacrifice,  and  changed  into  the  unconditional  glories  of 
the  New  Covenant.  Righteousness  is  the  characteristic 
of  the  law  ;  grace  and  truth  of  the  gospel. 

This  grace  is  enlarged  upon  by  the  apostle  through  this 
epistle,  and  in  the  verses  following  my  text,  he  says,  "  For 
this  is  my  covenant  with  them,  when  I  shall  take  away 
their  sins — they  are  beloved  for  the  father's  sake  ;  for  the 
gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance." 

Let  us  notice  the  evil  to  be  removed,  to  whom  it  is  as- 
cribed, and  the  sure  deliverance. 

1.  The  evil  to  be  removed.  It  is  ungodliness.  Hav- 
ing no  just  fear  of  the  living  and  true  God — no  due  rever- 
ence and  honour  of  his  great  name  ;  casting  off  the 
thoughts  of  God  ;  wise  in  their  own  wisdom  ;  righteous 
in  their  own  integrity  ;  godly  in  their  own  services  ;  strong 
in  their  own  strength,  and  trusting  in  their  own  good 
works.  Thus  the  apostle  clearly  explains  the  sin  of  Israel. 
"  But  Israel,  which  followed  after  the  law  of  righteousness 
hath  not  attained  to  the  law  of  righteousness.  Wherefore  1 
because  they  sought  it  not  by  faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the 
works  of  the  law.  For  they  stumbled  at  that  stumbling 
stone."  In  pride  of  heart  and  self-righteousness  they  reject- 
ed the  true  way  of  salvation  and  so  they  lost  knowledge  of 
God  and  his  love,  and  more  and  more  rebelled  against  him. 
If  they  had  known  the  Son  they  would  have  known  the 
Father  also.  Here  is  the  righteous  source  of  all  their  misery. 
It  led  them  to  reject  Christ ;  to  kill  their  own  Messiah  ; 
to  persecute  the  apostles,  and  to  hinder  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel  among  the  Gentiles,  till  their  sins  were  filled  up 
and  "  wrath  come  upon  them  to  the  uttei-most."  And  in 
this  state  it  appears  from  various  prophecies  that  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  Jewish  nation  will  return  to  their  own 
land  ;  remaining  in  self-righteousness,  and  still  rejecting 
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their  Messiah,  and  left  in  their  gross  darkness  of  sin  till  it 
shall  please  God  effectually  to  bring  them  to  repentance,  by 
the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication,  and  the  personal 
appearance  of  our  Lord,  turning  away  their  ungodliness. 

The  removal  then  of  this  ungodliness  will  be  the  effec- 
tual step  for  their  recovery,  and  opening  the  spring  of  all 
blessings.  We  may  see  this  in  the  gracious  purpose  of 
God  ;  he  has  said,  "  Behold,  I  will  gather  them  out  of  all 
countries  whither  I  have  driven  them,  in  mine  anger  and 
in  my  fury  and  in  great  wrath,  and  I  will  bring  them 
again  into  this  place,  and  I  will  cause  them  to  dwell 
safely."  But  temporal  promises  would  not  insure  their 
blessedness,  and  therefore  God  adds,  "  They  shall  be  my 
people,  and  I  will  be  their  God  ;  and  I  will  give  them  one 
heart  and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever.  I 
will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart 
from  me."  They  have  been,  they  still  are  without  the 
true  fear  of  God,  and  in  their  hardness  of  heai-t  and  self- 
righteousness  they  have  rejected  that  beloved  Son  whom 
they  should  have  reverenced  ;  and  till  ungodliness  shall  be 
removed  their  misery  must  continue. 

2.  To  WHOM  THIS  UNGODLINESS  IS  ASCRIBED.     It   is  to 

Jacob.  The  Jewish  nation,  the  people  of  Israel.  That 
very  people  who  have  hitherto  boasted  of  their  righteous- 
ness. They  ever  sought  their  own  justification.  Our  Lord 
had  to  say  to  the  Pharisees,  "Ye  are  they  which  justify 
yourselves  before  men,  but  God  knoweth  your  hearts  ; 
for  what  is  highly  esteemed  among  men  is  abomination  in 
the  sight  of  God.  In  this  spirit,  the  boasting  Pharisee 
went  into  the  temple  and  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  as 
other  men.  And  everywhere  the  apostles  had  to  oppose 
and  condemn  this  spirit  so  natural  to  our  fallen  hearts. 
The  apostle  Paul  entreats  the  Galatians  not  to  be  "  en- 
tangled again  in  the  yoke  of  bondage,"  and  tells  them 
"  Christ  is  become  of  no  effect  unto  you.  Whosoever  of 
you  are  justified  by  tlie  law,  ye  are  fallen  from  grace." 
This  sin  is  most  grievous,  as  it  is  the  rejection  of  God's 
love  in  its  strongest  expression  and  in  its  highest  evidence. 
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After  all  other  methods  are  tried  in  vain,  the  lord  of  the 
vineyard  sent  his  son,  saying,  "  They  will  reverence  my 
son  ; "  and  the  slaying  this  son  calls  for  the  destruction 
of  the  murderers.  To  this  day  this  self-righteous  unbelief 
remains  the  besetting  sin  of  the  Jewish  nation.  And  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  their  sins  may  increase  to  more  ungodli- 
ness in  the  last  days.  The  prophets  shew  a  time  of  special 
■wickedness  bringing  on  the  last  trouble  of  the  restored 
Jewish  nation.  Thus  Isaiah  says,  "  Yea,  they  have  chosen 
their  own  ways,  and  their  soul  delighteth  in  tlieir  abomi- 
nations. I  also  will  choose  their  delusions  and  will  bring 
their  fears  upon  them."  For  1800  years,  self-righteous- 
ness and  unbelief  have  prevailed  over  them.  There  must 
be  then  amazing  strength  and  stubbornness  in  this  evil. 
The  extraordinary  pertinacity  and  hardness  with  which 
the  Jews  have  now  for  so  lengthened  a  period  persevered  in 
their  disobedience  and  in  the  rejection  of  their  Messiah, 
has  been  the  great  discouragement  of  Christians  in  attempt- 
ing to  do  them  good.  Wonderful  have  been  the  methods 
whicli  God  has  taken  for  their  recovery.  He  has  destroyed 
their  city,  dispersed  them  over  the  earth,  made  their  lives 
bitter,  and  to  hang  in  doubt  in  all  lands.  The  prophecies 
ma'de  concerning  them  above  3000  years  since  have  been 
exactly  accomplished  ;  "  The  fruit  of  thy  land  and  all  thy 
labours  shall  a  nation  which  thou  knowest  not,  eat  up  : 
and  thou  shalt  be  only  oppressed  and  crushed  alway  ;  so 
that  thou  shalt  be  mad  for  the  sight  of  thine  eyes  which 
thou  shalt  see.  And  thou  shalt  become  an  astonishment, 
a  proverb,  and  a  bye-word  among  all  nations  whither  the 
Lord  shall  lead  thee."  All  these  things  have  come  upon 
them,  because  they  hearkened  not  unto  the  Lord  their 
God  ;  and  especially  because  they  hearkened  not  to  the 
words  of  the  promised  prophet  raised  up  from  among  them 
and  speaking  to  them  in  the  name  of  their  God.  Compare 
Deut.  xxviii.  33 — 87,  45,  and  xviii.  19.  Yet  still  they 
remain  as  their  fathers — "  a  stubborn  and  rebellious  gene- 
ration, a  generation  that  set  not  their  heart  aright."  Psalm 
Ixxviii.  8.    We  see  with  our  own  eyes  the  threatenings 
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fulfilled  literally,  plainly,  openlj',  extensively  over  the 
earth,  and  this  may  give  us  the  full  assurance  that  the 
promises  also  shall  be  in  due  time  literally  and  exactly 
accomplished. 

Let  us  proceed  then  to  consider  their  sure  deliver- 
ance. 

Our  text  is  express  :  "  The  Deliverer  shall  turn  away 
ungodliness  from  Jacob."  This  was  the  design  of  his 
first  coming,  and  of  the  first  preaching  of  the  gospel  among 
them,  as  Peter  tells  them,  "  Unto  you  first  God,  having 
raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  sent  him  to  bless  you,  in  turning 
away  every  one  of  you  from  his  iniquities."  But  though 
remission  of  sins  was  preached  first  at  Jerusalem,  and  the 
first  and  only  Christian  churches  for  some  time,  were 
found  among  the  Jews  ;  yet  as  a  nation  they  put  it  from 
them,  and  at  lengtli  were  broken  off,  with  the  full  hope 
however  of  being  again  taken  into  covenant  with  God. 

And  THE  MEANS  which  God  has  appointed  for  this  end 
are  fully  opened  to  us. 

1.  By  the  sight  of  his  cross.  It  is  the  wounded, 
bruised,  and  crucified  Redeemer  that  is  God's  grand  or- 
dinance for  the  conversion  of  souls.  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up, 
will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  And  we  are  explicitly  told 
this  I'especting  the  conversion  of  Israel.  "  They  shall  look, 
upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn 
for  him  as  one  that  mourneth  for  his  only  son,  and  shall 
be  in  bitterness  for  him  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for  his 
first-born."  0  imagine  the  veil  at  length  removed  from 
their  eyes,  and  they  beholding  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  they  crucified  and  have  rejected  for  1800  years, 
their  own  long-expected,  long  desired,  long  waited  for,  and 
hitherto  unknown  Deliverer,  Redeemer,  and  King.  What 
compunction  !  What  relentings  of  heart ;  what  convic- 
tions of  sin  !  What  godly  sorrow  working  repentance 
unto  salvation.  The  deed  of  the  cross  has  yet  to  have  its 
mightiest  display  of  spiritual  power  in  its  saving  efficacy 
on  the  people  of  Israel. 

A  farther  means  is  by  the  cleansing  power  of  his 
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BLOOD.  How  eagerly  will  they  then  fly  to  that  blood,  the 
guilt  of  which  they  once,  in  their  hardness  of  heart,  impre- 
cated upon  themselves,  "  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  on  our 
children."  Now  when  they  see  that  this  blood  alone  cleans- 
eth  from  all  sin,  with  what  intense  eagerness  will  they 
apply  to  it,  and  wash  their  robes  and  make  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  "  In  that  day,"  it  is  predicted, 
"there  shall  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  house  of  David, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  for  sin  and  for  un- 
cleanness." 

How  will  they  turn  from  all  their  former  confidences, 
feeling  their  insufficiency,  when  contrasted  with  his  eter- 
nal redemption,  saying  with  exultation,  "  How  much  more 
shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
offered  himself  without  spot  unto  God,  purge  our  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God."  The  blood  of 
the  new  covenant  will  be  their  confidence  and  hope  for 
ever,  and  thus  Christ  at  length  shall  be  the  glory  of  his 
people  Israel. 

A  farther  means  by  which  this  great  change  will  be 
wrought  is  by  the  might  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let 
us  ever  distinctly  see  and  proclaim  that  no  spiritual  good 
can  be  attained  without  his  assistance.  "  This  is  the  word 
of  the  Lord  unto  Zerubbabel,  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  So  we  find 
the  whole  spiritual  blessedness  begins  in  the  promise,  "  I 
will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  supplication." 
This  is  the  great  promise  of  the  latter  day.  "  Be  glad, 
then,  ye  children  of  Zion,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord  your 
God,  for  he  hath  given  you  the  former  rain  moderate!}', 
and  he  will  cause  to  come  down  for  you  the  rain,  the  for- 
mer rain,  and  the  latter  rain,  in  the  first  month."  This 
will  effectually  remove  the  heart  of  stone,  this  will  effect- 
ually change  and  soften,  renew  and  sanctify. 

Farther,  and  as  a  last  means,  by  the  presence  of  his 
GLORY.  Many  are  the  promises  that  Jesus  their  true 
Messiah  will  be  personally  manifested  to  the  Jews.  It 
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was  his  own  promise,  in  his  last  public  discourse  to  the 
multitude.  "  Ye  shall  not  see  me  henceforth,  till  ye  shall 
say,  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
The  predictions  of  his  glorious  presence  are  many.  Zec- 
hariah  says,  "  His  feet  shall  stand  in  that  day  upon  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  which  is  before  Jerusalem  on  the  east." 
Ezekiel,  after  describing  the  new  temple,  says,  "  Behold,  the 
glory  of  the  God  of  Israel  came  from  the  way  of  the  east, 
and  his  voice  was  like  a  noise  of  many  waters,  and  the 
earth  shined  with  his  glory."  Isaiah  predicts,  "  I  will 
make  the  place  of  my  feet  glorious."  Zephaniah  foretels, 
"  The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgments,  he  hath  cast 
out  thine  enemy.  The  King  of  Israel,  even  the  Lord,  is 
in  the  midst  of  thee.  Tliou  shalt  not  see  evil  any  more. 
The  Lord  tliy  God  in  the  midst  of  tliee  is  mighty  ;  lie  will 
save,  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy  ;  he  will  rest  in 
his  love  ;  he  will  joy  over  thee  with  singing." 

The  New  Testament  confirms  all  this,  in  the  assurance 
of  the  angel  Gabriel  to  the  Virgin.  "  The  Lord  God  shall 
give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  he  shall 
reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob,  and  of  his  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  end."  And  when  this  mighty  work  is  accom- 
plished, with  what  rapturous  liosannas  will  the  Jewish 
nation  sing  those  psalms  already  prepared  for  their  use, 
and  call  upon  each  other,  "  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new 
song,  for  he  hath  done  marvellous  things  ;  his  right  hand 
and  his  holy  arm  hath  gotten  him  the  victory.  The 
Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation,  his  righteousness 
hath  he  openly  shewed  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen.  He 
hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  truth  towards  the  house  of 
Israel  ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salva- 
tion of  our  God." 

Such  are  the  full  testimonies  of  the  sure  deliverance  of 
Israel,  and  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished. 
It  is  our  happiness,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  concur  in  this 
great  design  of  God's  love,  and  to  aid  now  in  saying  to  the 
daughter  of  Sion,  "  Behold,  thy  Saviour  cometh."  What 
a  privilege  it  is  to  be  permitted  then  to  be  fellow-woikers 
t  T 
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in  this  largeness  and  fulness  of  God's  love  to  them,  and 
through  them  to  the  whole  human  race.  All  other  schemes 
of  bringing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  Clirist,  however 
largely  blessed  in  particular  instances,  and  clear  as  our 
duty  may  bo  to  engage  in  them,  will  not  be  universally 
successful,  seeing  God  has  reserved  the  fulness  of  the  Jews 
to  be  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and  as  their  casting  away 
was  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  so  has  he  further  pui"- 
posed  that  the  receiving  of  tliem  shall  be  life  from  the  dead. 
In  this  conviction  let  us  joyfully  aid  all  truly  scriptural 
efforts  of  love  for  their  salvation. 
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DISCOURSE  X. 

THE  JEWS  BROUGHT  TO  REPENTANCE. 
[Preached  at  St.  John's  Episcopal  Chapel,  in  Edinbuugh,  May  19,  183y.] 
Zechariah  XII.  10. 

And  I  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  iio- 
habitants  of  Jtrusaleni,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  suppli- 
cation, and  theij  shall  look  upon  me  whom  they  ha  ve  pierced, 
and  they  shall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only 
son,  and  shall  he  in  hitterness  for  him  as  one  thit  is  in 
bitterness  for  his  first-born. 

The  prophecies  of  scripture  have  a  general  and  a  .^(pecial 
purpose.  The  general  purpose  is  to  teach  some  great  doc- 
trine, promise,  or  duty,  applicable  to  believers  iu  all  places 
and  at  all  times.  The  especial  purpose  is  to  reveal  some 
distinct  fact  of  God's  providence,  in  which  that  doctrine, 
promise,  or  duty,  is  specially  manifested. 

The  verse  frona  which  my  text  is  taken  contains  a  rich 
promise  of  grace,  with  a  general  view  of  the  cause  and 
effects  of  true  repentance.  It  also  contains  a  special  pro- 
phecy of  Israel's  conversion  in  the  time  to  come. 

May  the  divine  Spirit  here  promised  be  largely  given  to 
us,  while  we  consider  the  blessed  subject. 

I.  The  source  of  Israel's  conversion. 

II.  The  object  of  Isi'ael's  contemplation. 

III.  Their  godly  sorrow. 

I.  The  SOURCE  of  Israel's  conversion. 

1  2. 
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"  I  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  suppli- 
cation." 

Here  notice  : 

1.  The  gift  of  the  spirit  of  God.  Here  only  is 
the  source  of  true  conversion  to  God.  A  grand  mistake 
men  in  general  make  here,  as  if  they  could  convert  them- 
selves to  God  whenever  they  pleased.  And  no  doubt  so  far 
this  is  true,  that  the  entire  blame  of  their  not  being  con- 
verted rests  wholly  upon  themselves.  This  is  clear,  when 
God  commands  them,  "  Cast  away  your  transgressions 
whereby  ye  have  transgressed,  and  make  you  a  new  heart 
and  a  new  spirit,  for  why  will  ye  die,  0  house  of  Israel  1 
Ye  will  not,"  says  our  Lord  himself,  "  come  unto  me  that 
ye  may  have  life.  They  hated  knowledge,"  says  Solomon, 
"  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  they  would  none 
of  my  counsel,  they  despised  all  my  reproofs,  therefore  shall 
they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be  filled  with 
their  own  devices." 

And,  yet,  still  salvation  is  so  wholly  of  grace,  that  "  it  is 
not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of 
God  that  sheweth  mercy."  Our  Saviour  testifies  :  "  No 
man  can  come  to  me  except  the  Father  draw  him,  and  I 
will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day.  As  it  is  written  in  the 
prophets  ;  and  they  shall  be  all  taught  of  God  ;  every  man 
therefore  that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father  cometh 
unto  me." 

If  we  attain  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit,  it  is  because 
God  puts  his  Spirit  within  us.  And  what  an  unspeakable 
consolation  is  this  !  Who  that  knov^^s  any  thing  of  our 
God,  does  not  rejoice  that  the  power  of  conversion  is  wholly 
in  liis  hand  ?  What  Christian  that  has  been  converted 
does  not  delight  to  ascribe  it  all  to  sovereign  grace  and  love  ? 

Such  is  our  aversion  to  the  things  of  God,  such  our 
weakness  in  them, — so  mighty  are  the  impediments  raised 
by  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  that  our  only  com- 
fort is  in  divine  power  new  creating  us — in  the  workman- 
ship of  God  within  us.  To  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  thus 
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made  new  creatures  in  Christ,  is  that  all-important,  really 
spiritual,  divine,  and  lasting;  change,  without  which  we 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Every  promise,  then,  of  the  Spirit  of  God  should  be  un- 
speakably precious  to  us. 

2.  The  offices  which  he  sustains. — We  have  two 
offices  here  set  before  us. 

The  Spirit  of  Grace. — A  most  blessed  title  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  shewing  us  how  good  and  gracious  he  is  in  himself  ; 
how  he  delights  to  reveal  the  grace  and  loving-kindness  of 
God  to  man  ;  and  that  he  is  the  source  of  all  grace  in  man. 
We  have  too  little  realized  the  exceeding  love  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  man.  The  love  of  the  Father  is  clear,  he  spared 
not  his  Son  ;  the  love  of  the  Son  is  clear,  he  died  for  us  ; 
and  so  let  the  love  of  the  divine  Spirit  be  equally  clear  to 
us.  0  how  much  he  has  done  for  us  ;  how  ready  he  is  to 
do  all  things  in  us  1  Who  was  it  raised  up  all  the  righteous 
men  of  old  to  be  our  patterns  ?  Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  Jacob,  Moses,  David,  prophets,  kings,  a*  vstles, 
martyrs,  in  every  age  :  Who  was  it  raised  them  up  ti.  :nain- 
tain  the  truth  for  us  ?  The  Holy  Ghost.  Who  inspired 
the  whole  Bible  in  evei-y  jot  and  tittle  ?  The  Holy  Ghost. 
By  whom  did  the  Virgin  Mary  conceive  our  divine  Re- 
deemer ?  By  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Who  raised 
him  from  the  dead  1  He  was  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 
Who  called  forth  witnesses  in  each  age  of  the  church  of 
Christ ;  Christian  fathers,  Waldenses,  Lollards,  Reformers, 
Puritans,  and  faithful  men  to  this  day  1  The  Holy  Ghost 
has  thus  blessed  the  world,  and  conveyed  to  us  the  truths 
of  God.  And  is  he  not  the  spirit  of  grace  ?  Who  con- 
vinces of  sin,  enlightens  the  mind,  quickens,  regenerates, 
converts,  sanctifies,  consoles,  and  produces  in  us  all  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  ?  The  Holy  Ghost.  Well  then  is 
he  caUed  the  Spirit  of  grace.  0  may  you  feel  its  truth  in 
your  own  heart ! 

Equally  also  is  he  THE  Spirit  of  Supplication.  All 
real  prayer  is  entirely  his  work  in  the  heart.  "  We  know 
not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  but  the  Holy  Spirit 
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helpeth  our  infirmities,  and  maketh  intercession  for  us." 
Tliis  he  does  in  a  vast  variety  of  ways,  first  shewing  us 
our  great  sinfulness,  need,  and  danger  ;  then  shewing  us 
what  fulness  of  grace  there  is  provided  for  us.  He  it  is 
who  discovers  to  us  the  throne  of  grace  set  up  for  us,  and 
with  what  freedom  grace  may  be  obtained  on  asking  ;  he 
enlarges  our  desires  after  he  has  thus  prepared  our  hearts, 
— supplies  us  with  cries  and  fervent  desires, — puts  words, 
and  pleas,  and  arguments  into  our  mouths,  and  strength  into 
our  souls,  to  continue  seeking.  0  may  you  know,  my 
dear  brethren,  each  in  your  own  heart,  what  "  the  fervent 
effectual  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  is  !  " — what  it  is  to 
receive  faith,  and  waiting,  and  longing,  and  striving  in 
prayer  from  him  ;  in  short,  what  it  is  to  pray  in  the  Holy 
Ghost ! 

His  outpouring  on  Israel.  Many  are  the  gracious 
promises  thus  made,  particularly  to  the  Jews.  See  especi- 
ally Isaiah  xliv.  1 — 5.  "  Yet  now  hear,  O  Jacob  my  ser- 
vant, and  Israel  whom  I  have  chosen.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  that  made  thee,  and  formed  thee  from  the  womb, 
which  will  help  thee  ;  fear  not,  O  Jacob,  my  servant,  and 
thou  Jesurun  whom  I  have  chosen  ;  for  I  will  pour  water 
upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  Aiy  ground. 
I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  on 
thine  offspring."  And  then  there  follows  a  description  of 
the  blessed  effects  produced  by  it.  So  again,  Joel  ii.  23, 
"  Be  glad  then,  ye  children  of  Zion,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
your  God,  for  he  hath  given  you  the  former  rain  moder- 
atelj'^,  and  he  will  cause  to  come  down  for  you  the  rain,  the 
former  rain,  and  the  latter  rain  in  the  first  month."  But 
there  is  here  a  more  special  application  of  the  promise  to 
the  house  of  David  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  ;  and 
no  doubt  this  will  also  have  a  literal  fulfilment.  In  the 
time  mentioned  both  in  Ezra  (ii.  28)  and  Nehemiah  (vii. 
6.5),  "  when  the  priest  shall  stand  up  with  Urim  and  Thum- 
min,"  the  genealogies  of  the  families  shall  all  be  divinely 
revealed,  and  the  house  of  David  clearly  distinguished  from 
others  as  the  royal  line  of  princes.    The  inhabitants  of 
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Jerusalem,  also,  as  dwelling  in  the  chief  city,  and  most  ex- 
posed in  the  last  trials  of  the  Jews,  seem  to  be  the  first 
blessed.  What  a  type  has  the  divine  Spirit  here  furnished 
us  with  of  those  brought  into  the  family  of  the  Messiah. 
See  the  sons  of  David,  Amnon,  Absalom,  and  Adonijah  ; 
and  see  the  first  followers  of  David, — "  every  one  that  was 
in  distress,  and  every  one  that  was  in  debt,  and  every  one 
that  was  discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto  him  ; " 
(1  Samuel  xxii.  2.)  and  learn,  oh  learn,  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  us  sinners.  Truly  of  our  Lord  Christ 
was  it  said,  "  This  man  receiveth  sinners  and  eateth  with 
them."  And  what  were  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
when  our  Lord  was  crucified  ?  Those  who  said,  "  Away, 
with  him,  crucify  him,  his  blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  chil- 
dren." 0  wondrous  grace,  that  for  such  our  Lord  prayed 
on  the  cross,  and  on  such  the  Lord  should  pour  out  of  his 
Spirit,  and  bestow  the  riches  of  his  grace  !  Let  us  never 
think  there  is  a  Jew  so  prejudiced,  so  guilty,  as  to  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  this  infinite  love.  Let  us  never  think 
our  sins  have  placed  us  beyond  the  reach  of  his  pardoning 
mercy,  and  the  fullest  outpouring  of  his  grace. 

The    TIME    OF    ITS    FULFILMENT    IS    YET  FUTURE.— 

First  fruits  there  were  indeed  of  this  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, when  three  thousand  souls  were  "■  pricked  in  their 
hearts,  and  said.  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?  " 
and  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  Christ.  But  the  great 
mass  of  the  nation  rejected  him.  The  full  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit  is  yet  to  come. 

Our  prophecy  also  is  clearly  connected  with  other  times 
yet  unarrived  ;  when  "  all  nations,"  as  we  read  in  the  for- 
mer verses,  "shall  come  against  Jerusalem  ;  "  when  Jeru- 
salem shall  be  "  a  burdensome  stone  to  all  people,  and  all 
that  burden  themselves  with  it  shall  be  cut  to  pieces." 
The  Jews  are  yet  to  be  restored — restored  mainly  in  an 
unconverted  state.*    The  nations  of  the  earth  are  yet  to 

*  In  my  friend  Mr.  McNeile's  Lectures  on  the  Jews,  he  .supposes  the 
repentance  of  the  Jews,  as  Jews,  to  be  preparatory  to  their  restoration  :  and 
that  a  penitential  cry  to  the  God  of  their  fathers,  uttered  by  them  as  Jews 
and  as  a  nation,  is  what  we  are  first  to  expect.    He  builds  this  on  these  pas- 
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join  together  in  a  war  against  tlie  Jews,  and  in  a  futur^^" 
siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  their  armies  to  perish  there. 
These  things  are  fully  described  here,  and  in  the  38th  and 
39th  of  Ezekiel,  and  in  the  3rd  of  Joel:  as  also,  in  their  hea- 
venly aspect,  in  the  book  of  Revelation.  This  is  the  war  of 
AiTnageddon,  as  described  in  the  19th  of  Revelation.  And 
at  this  time,  probably  now  very  rapidly  approaching, 
shall  be  fulfilled  the  prediction,  Ezek.  xxxix.  28,  "  Then 
shall  they  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  their  God,  which 
caused  them  to  be  led  into  captivity  among  the  heathen  ; 
but  I  have  gathered  them  into  tlieir  own  land,  and  have 
left  none  of  them  any  more  there,  (not  one  Jew  un- 
gathered  from  the  heathen).  Neither  will  I  hide  my  face 
any  more  from  them,  for  I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit 
upon  the  house  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God."  Nothing 
can  be  more  clear  than  that  these  predictions  have  yet  to 
be  accomplished.  In  every  Jew  sojourning  in  a  Gentile 
land,  we  behold  it  unfulfilled. 

II.  The  object  of  Israel's  contemplation. 

They  sliall  look  on  me  whom,  they  have  pierced. 

As  soon  as  the  Spirit  is  given  to  them,  at  once  they  look 
to  Jesus.  This  corresponds  to  the  office  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  as  described  by  our  Lord,  John  xvi.  "  If  I  depart, 
I  will  sent  the  Comforter  to  you.  And  when  he  is  come, 
he  will  convince  the  world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness, 
and  of  judgment.  He  shall  glorify  me,  for  he  shall  receive 
of  mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  Notice, 

].  The  present  object  of  the  jews'  expectation. 
— How  long  are  they  fallen  !    On  what  grovelling  objects 

sages,  Lev.  xxvi.  40 — i5.  Deut.  iv.  27 — 31 :  xxx.  1— 3.  Ezek.  vi.  8.  Hosea 
v.  14, 15;  vi.  1.  2  Chron.  vi;  and  their  past  deliverances  and  the  analogy 
of  sound  doctrine.  There  can  indeed  be  no  doubt  that  their  full  and  glorious 
restoration  is  after  their  repentance,  but  I  think  we  have  also  abundant 
evidence,  as  noticed  in  former  discourses,  that  the  Jews  will  be  po/iiiclbi 
restored  in  an  unconverted  state,  and  that  this  is  what  we  have  first  to 
expect  ;  and  that  it  is  well  to  see  this,  that  we  may  not  be  deceived  by  their 
first  restoration,  as  if  this  were  the  beginning  of  their  blessedness,  instead 
of,  after  a  short  season  of  tranquillity,  Ezek.  xxxviii.  11,  the  beginning  of 
their  last  and  greatest  trouble,  before  their  final  deliverance  and  their  full 
glory,  Ezekiel  xxxviii.  xxxix. 
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ilo  they  now  fix  their  minds.  "  They  all  look  to  their  own 
way,  every  one  for  his  gain  from  his  quarter."  They 
are  a  proverb  and  a  bye-word  for  their  covetousness,  and 
degradation,  and  miserable  employments.  "  The  precious 
sons  of  Zion,  comparable  to  fine  gold,  how  are  they  esteemed 
as  earthem  pitchers,  the  work  of  the  hands  of  the  potter." 
They  desire  still  a  merely  visible  kingdom,  and  an  earthly 
glory,  and  to  have  a  worldly-pre-eminence  above  all 
nations.  Spiritual  blessedness,  righteousness,  peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  little  in  their  thoughts.  Their 
guilt  in  rejecting  the  Messiah,  is  yet  wholly  unacknow- 
ledged by  them  as  a  nation.  They  still  count  Jesus,  their 
own  Messiah,  a  deceiver.  When  they  are  again  in  part 
restored  also,  they  will  still  be  in  a  self-righteous  state. 
They  are  regarded,  in  the  66th  of  Isaiah,  as  building  a 
temple,  and  glorying  in  it  ;  as  making  their  sacrifices,  and 
trusting  in  them  ;  "  Yea,  they  have  chosen,"  says  the  Lord 
by  Isaiah,  "their  own  v.ays,  and  their  soul  delighted  in 
their  abominations  ;  I  also  will  choose  their  delusions,  and 
bring  their  fears  upon  them."  Following  their  false 
Christs,  false  teachers  and  leaders,  and  expecting  mere 
carnal  and  earthly  glories,  their  last  troubles  come  upon 
them,  exceeding  even  their  former  troubles,  so  that  two- 
thirds  are  described  as  cut  off,  and  the  third  part  only, 
brought  to  a  real  repentance  in  this  last  furnace  of  afflic- 
tion, at  length  call  on  the  Lord,  and  are  fully  saved  from 
their  enemies. 

2.  The  entire  change  which  is  here  foretold. 
— It  begins  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  arising  from  the  great- 
ness of  their  trouble.  As  Jeremiah  predicts,  "  Alas,  for 
that  day  is  great,  so  that  none  is  like  it  ;  it  is  the  time 
of  Jacob's  trouble,  but  he  shall  be  saved  out  of  it."  Jer. 
XXX.  7.  And  he  afterwards  (xxxi.  9.)  tells  us  how,  say- 
ing, "  They  shall  come  with  weeping,  and  with  supplica- 
tions will  I  lead  them."  As  they  first  rejected  Moses,  and 
then  he  became  their  deliverer  and  their  glory,  when  they 
put  themselves  under  his  charge  ;  so  will  it  be  as  to  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.    He  who  is  now  counted  as  a  deceiver, 
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is  yet  to  be  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel.  His  kingdom 
now  is  disregarded  because  it  is  an  inward  kingdom,  veiled 
and  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  men,  and  which,  without 
conversion,  cannot  be  truly  discerned  ;  "  Except  a  man  be 
born  again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  It  will 
then  be  seen  in  its  real  excellence,  full  of  spiritual  blessed- 
ness and  heavenly  glory  ;  for  the  Jews  will  have  the  stony 
heart  removed,  a  heart  of  flesh  given  ;  a  new  heart  and 
a  new  spirit  put  within  them.  0  what  a  veil  of  darkness 
will  be  removed,  what  scales  of  darkness  will  fall  from 
their  eyes,  when  they  behold  the  long-rejected  and  despised 
Jesus  as  their  own,  their  true,  their  ever-glorious  Messiah  ? 
How  will  it  open  all  the  beauties  and  glories  of  the  divine 
character  to  them  !  What  a  reality  will  it  give  to  their 
types  and  sacrifices  !  What  a  view  of  the  abominations 
of  self-exaltation,  of  self-righteousness,  and  pride  !  What 
a  preparation  for  their  being  "  a  peculiar  treasure  unto 
God  above  all  people,  a  kingdom  of  priests,  and  a  holy 
nation  !  "  And  then  how  great  the  glories  of  their  future 
state  !  The  scriptures  labour  for  figures  and  expressions 
to  describe  it.  "  Arise,  shine,  for  tliy  light  is  come,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  Thou  shalt  be  a 
crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem 
in  the  hand  of  thy  God.  I  will  make  you  a  name  and  a 
praise  among  all  the  people  of  the  earth." 

Their  view  of  Christ's  atonement  is,  however, 
specially  pointed  out  as  the  great  object  of  their  contem- 
plation. And  no  wonder.  Jehovah  himself  says,  "  They 
shall  look  upon  me"  (0  think  of  that  wonderful  Me) 
"  whom  they  have  pierced."  Where  can  a  sight  be  beheld 
comparable  to  this.  The  Lord  of  all  worlds  in  a  human 
form  !  What  grace  and  condescension  thus  to  humble 
himself !  The  Lord  of  all  worlds,  in  this  form,  nailed  to 
the  tree  by  his  own  creatures,  his  own  people,  whom  he 
came  specially  to  save  and  to  bless,  to  exalt  and  to  honour  ! 
This  object  then  attracts  every  eye  ;  just  as  in  the  time 
of  the  deep  trouble  of  the  brethren  of  Joseph  in  Egypt, 
their  conscience  flashed  in  their  faces,  and  they  said  one  to 
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another,  "  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother, 
in  that  we  saw  tlie  anguish  of  liis  soul  when  he  besought 
us,  and  we  would  not  hear,  therefore  is  this  distress  come 
upon  us."  But  0  how  much  more  will  it  affect  them  when, 
not  a  brother  merely,  but  their  own  eagerly -expected  and 
long  waited-for  Messiah,  their  Lord  and  their  King,  as 
well  as  their  brother,  whom  they  valued  at  thirty  pieces 
of  silver,  the  price  of  a  slave,  (Exod  xxi.  32,)  and  crowned 
with  thorns,  l)eat  with  stripes,  spit  upon,  reviled,  stripped 
naked,  and  fixed  with  nails  to  the  tree,  and  thus  pierced, 
and  scorned,  and  crucified,  they  killed  the  Prince  of  Life 
— when  this  despised  one  is  seen  to  be  their  God,  their  own 
God  and  Saviour,  and  then  behold  him  personally  and  visi- 
h\y  in  his  glorified  humanity.    Matt.  xxvi.  G4.  Rev.  i.  7. 

And  then  they  contemplate  all  this  suffering  on  his  part 
as  a  sacrifice  to  put  away  their  sins.  While  they  gaze  on 
their  once  wounded  Saviour,  at  length  they  will  say, 
"  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised 
for  our  iniquities,  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him,  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed."  They  will  be- 
hold a  full  atonement  made  for  their  own  sins,  and  for  all 
sin  of  all  men.  They  will  say,  what  the  beloved  disciple 
who  stood  by  the  cross  while  he  was  pierced  has  said,  "  He 
is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but 
also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world." 

Their  memory  of  national  guilt  will  then  be  deep,  abi- 
ding, humbling,  and  quickening.  How  often  in  the  scrip- 
tures is  this  view  of  Israel  brouglit  before  us.  The  good- 
ness of  God  humbling  them,  and  effectually  at  last  bring- 
ing them  to  true  repentance.  "  That  thou  mayest  remember 
and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  thy  mouth  any  more, 
when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee  for  all  that  thou  hast  done, 
saith  the  Lord."  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  "  Ye  shall  loathe  your- 
selves in  your  own  sight,  for  all  your  evils  that  ye  have 
committed."    Ezek.  xx.  43. 

0  brethren,  what  a  lesson  is  this  to  us  Gentiles,  not  to 
neglect  Christ  and  his  salvation,  as  the  Jews  have  done, 
lest  our  guilt  be  greater  than  theirs,  and  our  punishment 
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and  our  misery  parallel  with  theirs.  Rememher  how,  in 
allusion  to  this  very  piercing  of  Christ,  it  is  foretold,  not 
only  with  reference  to  the  Jews,  but  to  all  nations,  "  Be- 
hold, he  Cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  him  ; 
and  they  also  which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the 
earth  shall  wail  because  of  him."  The  world's  redemption 
is  not  by  its  goodness,  but  in  the  conviction  of  its  vile  in- 
gratitude towards  its  only  and  Divine  Saviour. 

III.  Their  godly  sorrow. 

"And  they  shall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth  for  his 
only  son,  and  shall  be  in  bitterness  for  him  as  one  that  is 
in  bitterness  for  his  first-born." 

The  source  of  this  Godly  sorrow  is  a  pierced  Im- 
manuel,  a  view  of  Christ  crucified  applied  to  the  heart  by 
the  Spirit  of  grace  ;  and  none  other  but  a  pierced  Saviour 
can  realize  this  promise  to  Jew  or  to  Gentile.  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  nailed  to  the  tree  and  pierced,  is  therefore 
clearly  the  Messiah  predicted  here.  He  alone  is  God  and 
man  ;  he  alone  is  the  Son  of  David  who  was  pierced  by  the 
Jews.  They  shall  see  this,  they  shall  feel  this  ;  and  0 
what  compunctions  of  heart  will  the  knowledge  of  it  really 
felt  give  to  them.  They  shall  mourn  for  hhn,  as  having 
suffered  for  their  sins  ;  that  they  by  wicked  hands  crucified 
and  slew  hiin.  Their  national  guilt  in  crucifying  Christ 
will  be  the  great  spring  of  their  national  sorrow  at  their 
conversion.  It  is  the  feeling  of  deepest  grief  in  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  most  beloved  object.  When  David  had  com- 
mitted his  fearful  crimes  of  adultery  and  murder,  all  other 
sins  were  lost  in  the  blaze  of  his  ingratitude  to  God,  and 
rebellion  against  him,  so  that  he  exclaims,  "  Against  thee, 
thee  only,  have  I  sinned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight :" 
so  will  the  Jews  in  this  day  view  their  sin  in  crucifying 
their  beloved  Messiah.  And  say  not  the  Jews  now  living 
had  no  hand  in  it.  It  is  a  sin  continued  to  the  present  day, 
and  by  the  present  generation,  not  only  by  the  saying  of 
their  forefathers,  "  His  blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our  chil- 
dren," but  also  by  their  own  continued  rejection  of  Christ. 
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0  how  will  they  apply  David's  words  and  say,  "  Deliver 
me  from  blood-guiltiuess,  0  God,  thou  God  of  my  salva- 
tion, and  my  tongue  shall  sing  aloud  of  thy  righteousness." 
The  deed  of  the  cross  has  yet  to  exert  its  liveliest  power 
in  producing  godly  sorrow  in  the  Jewish  nation. 

The  depths  of  this  sorrow  deserve  also  our  con- 
sideration :  "  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  son."  Christ 
is  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God.  Christ  is  the  first-born 
of  many  brethren,  and  they  bring  now  all  those  tender 
relations  into  their  own  sympathies  and  feelings  :  and  in 
the  strength  of  such  love,  aggravate  their  own  past  sinful- 
ness in  their  minds,  and  imbitter  their  sorrows,  just  as  we 
see  persons  do  in  deep  and  real  grief,  dwelling  on  every 
thing  tliat  increases  their  sorrow.  The  way  in  which  they 
now  view  Jesus  is,  he  is  dear  to  us  as  an  only  son  :  He  is 
emphatically  indeed  and  pre-eminently,  as  touching  the 
rtesh,  the  son  of  the  Jew  ;  then  shall  they  acknowledge  it 
is  of  him  their  prophet  speahs — "  Unto  us  a  child  is  born, 
unto  us  a  Son  is  given."  0  yes,  the  glory  of  Israel  is 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  his  very  name  among  them  shall 
be  David,  the  beloved.  And  their  feighteen  hundred  years' 
rejection  of  him,  and  the  deed  which  their  forefathers  did 
to  him,  and  they  have  so  long  approved,  shall  at  length 
fill  them  wnth  the  intense  sorrow  of  a  parent  weeping  for 
an  only  son.  They  have  in  past  days  thus  mourned  on 
account  of  their  national  judgments.  Jer.  vi.  26.  Amos 
viii.  10.  But  this  their  last  sorrow  here  predicted  is  not 
the  sorrow  of  the  world,  that  worketh  death,  "  but  a  godly 
sorrow  that  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation  not  to  be 
repented  of ; "  deep  bitterness  there  is  in  it,  as  for  the 
first-born  ;  but  it  is  like  the  bitter  weeping  of  Peter  when 
he  went  out  from  denying  his  Lord,  which  precedes  com- 
plete restoration.  Most  extensive  it  is  ;  each  family  weeps 
apart,  and  their  wives,  and  it  reaches  families  of  families  ; 
but  it  is  followed  by  a  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  unclean- 
ness,  and  the  full  recovery  of  Israel. 

Its  fruit  is  most  blessed.  How  the  evangelical  prophet 
speaks,  when,  with  such  redoubled  earnestness,  he  is 
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taught  to  ciy,  "  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye,  my  people ; 
speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her,  that 
her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned, 
for  she  hatli  received  of  the  Lord's  hands  double  for  all 
her  sins."  Blessed  is  the  fruit  that  flows  from  this  mourn- 
ing. Israel  becomes,  instead  of  a  proud,  self-righteous 
nation,  humble,  meek  and  lowly.  Israel  becomes,  instead 
of  a  self-justifying  nation,  a  nation  acknowledging  its 
sinfulness,  and  justifying  only  God  ;  instead  of  a  bitter, 
jiersecuting  enmity  towards  other  nations,  Israel  becomes 
a  nation  full  of  zeal  to  spread  the  good  tidings  of  the 
dying  Saviour  to  all  the  world.  Instead  of  hatred  of 
Christ  and  his  name,  his  truth  and  his  people,  Israel  be- 
comes full  of  ardent  attachment  to  Jesus,  and  of  the 
largest  love  to  every  human  being.  Instead  of  hardening 
their  hearts  in  unbelief,  they  become  the  most  confiding  of 
all  nations  in  the  truth  of  God.  Instead  of  being  remarka- 
ble for  a  revolting  heart,  they  alone  of  all  the  nations  revolt 
and  backslide  no  more,  and  remain  "  the  camp  of  the 
saints  and  the  beloved  city,"  in  the  midst  of  the  last  apos- 
tasy, before  the  final  judgment  of  all  the  dead.  Righte- 
ousness and  love  become  their  stamped  character  for  ever. 
Such  is  the  fruit  of  their  godly  sorrow  in  spiritual  graces, 
and  blessedness  to  themselves. 

And  what  its  fruit  is  in  their  national  honour  and  ex- 
altation, and  what  its  fruit  is  in  blessedness  to  the  whole 
earth,  is  the  theme  of  many  an  inspired  prophecy  from 
Genesis  to  Revelation.  The  Redeemer  has  then  a  throne 
on  which  he  can  sit, — a  nation  over  whom  he  can  reign, 
— a  city  in  which  he  can  dwell, — "  and  the  name  of  the 
city  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there  ;  for  Jerusalem  shall  be  the 
city  of  the  great  King,  and  the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  his  glory." 

But  I  must  hasten  to  bring  before  you  the  rich  prac- 
tical LESSONS  with  which  this  subject  abounds. 

1.  The  Spiritual  use  of  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity. — This  doctrine  here  is  very  apparent.  All  the 
power  of  the  prophecy  is  in  Jesus  being  Jehovah.    All  the 
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change  in  the  Jewish  nation  is  by  the  Spirit  poured  out 
upon  them.  All  spiritual  blessings  have  their  source  in 
the  Father's  love.  The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  comes,  not 
merely  as  a  theory,  but  with  its  rich  cluster  of  blessings  ; 
not  merely  in  the  New  Testament — it  is  interwoven  with 
all  the  prophecies  and  promises  of  the  sacred  volume.  It 
is  full  of  unction  and  comfort,  full  of  practical  use  and 
daily  benefit. 

2.  Prayer  for  the  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit  is 
a  practical  lesson  clearly  taught  us  here.  Why  is  the 
promise  given,  but  to  lead  to  prayer  ?  I  will  yet  for  this 
be  inquired  of  by  the  house  of  Israel  to  do  it  for  them. 

And,  truly  blessed  is  the  thought  that  God  is  now  lead- 
ing both  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  prayer,  for  those  blessings 
which  God  has  promised  to  the  Jews,  and  which  all  Chris- 
tians long  that  they  should  have. 

3.  Faith  in  Christ  crucified  is  a  practical  lesson 
taught  with  great  distinctness  in  this  passage.  As  when 
the  Jews  beheld  the  brazen  serpent,  lifted  up  on  the  pole 
in  the  vi'llderness,  they  were  healed  of  the  poison  of  the 
fiery  serpent — so,  looking  to  Jesus,  hung  on  the  tree  for 
their  sins,  shall  they  be  healed  of  the  more  poisonous  bite 
of  Satan,  by  unbelief  causing  to  them  more  venomous  and 
deadly  destruction.  As  they  view  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,  wounded  and  pierced  by  their  sins,  they  will  be 
saved.  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth." 

4.  The  furtherance  of  the  preached  gospel  is  a 
farther  practical  lesson.  The  sum  of  the  gospel  is  Christ 
crucified — not  to  be  reserved  or  hidden  as  the  Jesuits  did 
in  China,  and  some  alas  !  even  in  England  would  advise  ; 
but  to  be  preached  first  of  all,  as  St.  Paul  did,  "  I  deli- 
ver to  yoM,  first  of  all,  that  which  I  also  received,  how  that 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the  scriptures."  As 
he  is  thus  set  before  men  lifted  up  on  the  cross,  he  will 
draw  all  men  to  him.  No  other  way  is  given  to  us  for  the 
conversion  of  men,  than  proclaiming  far  and  wide  the 
glorious  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. 
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5.  Tender  compassion  for  the  Jews.  This  is  our 
proper  feeling  towards  our  elder  brother  of  Israel.  "  Thy 
servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones.  It  pitieth  them  to 
see  her  in  the  dust."  Think  of  their  past  suiFerings  ;  think 
of  their  coming  anguish  and  mourning.  Think  that  we 
have  been  received  through  their  rejection  ;  by  their  fall 
salvation  is  come  to  us.  And  if  one  spark  of  ingenuous 
feeling  be  left  in  our  bosom,  it  must  fill  us  with  tender 
emotions  of  sympathy  and  commiseration  for  our  long 
rejected  brethren  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

6.  Confident  hope  of  Israel's  conversion  is  the 
last  lesson  which  I  would  bring.  Not  a  shadow  of  doubt 
should  remain  on  our  minds  that  all  Israel  shall  yet  be 
saved  ;  that  they  have  not  been  so  long  spared,  and  pre- 
served amidst  such  mighty  evils  as  those  through  which 
they  have  passed,  but  with  a  design  full  of  mercy  and 
goodness  to  them  in  the  end.  They  shall  be  grafted  in 
again.  They  shall  glory  in  Jesus  their  Lord,  they  shall  be 
•A  full  blessing  to  tlie  whole  earth. 

Let  us  then  help  forward  this  to  the  utmost  of  our 
means  and  power.  Thanks  be  unto  our  God  for  all  the 
contributions  that  have  been  offered  up  already.  All  gloiy 
to  his  name  for  any  interest  which  has  been  excited  on  this 
occasion  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  on  this 
subject.  May  it  spread  through  every  part  of  the  nation. 
Let  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  be  united  in  one  com- 
bined effort  to  give  to  the  Jews  those  blessings  which  they 
once  conveyed  to  us. 
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DISCOURSE  XI. 

THE  RECOVERY  OF  JERUSALEM  FROM  ITS  LONG  DESOLA- 
TION, AND  THE  FULL  RESTORATION  OF  JUDAH  AND 
ISRAEL  TO  THE  LAND  OF  CANAAN,  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  THIER  CONVERSION. 

[A  Sekmox  pbeached  at  the  Episcopal  Chapsl,  West  Stbeet,  Lonpox, 
ON  Tuesday,  March  23,  1811,  and  at  the  Abbey  Chukch,  Bath,  os 
Sunday,  Apkil  18,  1841.] 

Jeremiah  xxxiii.  6 — 9. 

Behold,  1  vnll  bring  it  health  and  cure,  and  I  will  cure  them, 
and  will  reveal  unto  them  the  abundance  of  peace  and  truth  ; 
and  I  will  cause  the  captivity  of  Judah  and  the  captivity 
of  Israel  to  return,  and  will  build  them,,  as  at  thef/i'st;  arid 
I  will  cleanse  them  from  all  their  iniquity,  whereby  they 
have  sinned  against  me  ;  and  I  will  pardon  all  their  ini- 
quities, v}hereby  they  have  sinned,  and  vjhereby  they  have 
transgressed  agaimt  me  ;  and  it  shall  be  to  me  a  nam^  of 
Joy,  a  praise  and  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  which  shall  hear  all  the  good  that  1  do  unto  them  ; 
a.nd  they  sJuxll  fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  goodness  and  for 
all  the  prosperity  that  I  procure  unto  it. 

The  restoration  and  future  glory  of  Israel  is  the  haven  set 
before  the  Church  in  all  the  Old  Testament  prophecies 
amidst  the  dark  and  stormy  scenes  of  the  last  days.  It  is 
the  citadel  of  its  hope  in  the  times  of  affliction.  This  subject 
+  u 
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occupies  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  word  of  God.  The 
restoration  of  Israel  is  the  fountain-head  also  of  innumer- 
able blessings  to  the  whole  world.  Well  then  does  it  be- 
come the  ministers  of  God's  word,  prominently  and  dis- 
tinctly, to  direct  the  attention  of  men  to  it,  and  to  open  out 
its  reality  and  its  glories. 

We  find  this  great  and  important  event,  which  is  yet  to 
come,  presented  to  us  in  the  most  rich  variety  of  forms, 
and  with  special  beauty  in  seasons  of  trial  and  danger.  It 
is  so  in  the  glowing  prophec}^  of  our  text.  Jeremiah  was 
shut  up  in  the  court  of  the  prison  ;  the  houses  of  Jerusalem 
and  the  houses  of  the  kings  of  Judah  were  thrown  down 
by  the  mounts  and  by  the  sword  of  the  Chaldeans.  When 
the  Jews  went  forth  to  fight  with  them  it  was  but  to  fill 
the  places  witli  the  dead  bodies  of  men.  Jerusalem  was 
sentenced  of  God  to  fall  (chap,  xxxii.  28,  29).  In  this 
dark  and  gloomy  season  the  Lord  gives  one  of  the  fullest 
and  most  glowing  prophecies  in  the  Old  Testament.  So  it 
is  ever.  This  is  the  way  of  our  gracious  God.  "  To  the 
upright  there  ariseth  light  in  darkness."  The  hour  of 
temptation  to  the  world  is  the  time  of  redemption  to  the 
Church. 

Our  whole  subject  is  eminently  one  of  faith  and  not  of 
mere  argument.  Its  foundation  is  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  not  in  the  wisdom  of  man.  It  is  one  that  has  to  en- 
counter therefore  the  scorn  of  the  unbeliever,  and  we  must 
look  for  this.  "  We  believe  in  God  who  quickeneth  the 
dead,  and  calleth  those  things  which  be  not  as  though 
they  were."  God's  word  is  to  us  the  only  and  the  all- 
sufficient  warrant  of  our  faith.  Receive  what  I  bring  for- 
ward only  so  far  as  I  bring  clear  scripture  testimony  :  but 
let  us  fully  believe  every  jot  and  every  tittle  of  God's  word, 
knowing  that  "  the  scriptures  cannot  be  broken." 

It  may  be  well  to  strengthen  my  explanation  of  my 
text  by  the  remark  of  the  late  venerable  Mr.  Simeon.  In- 
troducing his  discourse  upon  it,  he  saj'S,  '  The  more  fully 
the  subject  of  the  restoration  and  conversion  of  the  Jews 
is  considered,  the  more  important  it  wiU  appear.    The  pro- 
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j)hetic  writings  are  full  of  it,  and  the  obscurity  of  those 
writings  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  the  gross  perver- 
sions of  them,  of  which  even  pious  ministers  have  been 
guilty  through  a  long  succession  of  ages.  Those  whose 
office  has  been  to  interpret  them  have  almost  universally 
applied  them  spiritually  to  the  Gentiles,  overlooking  the 
plain  literal  meaning  of  them  as  addressed  to  the  Jewish 
people  ;  and  by  this  means  not  only  has  the  attention  of 
the  Christian  world  been  drawn  from  the  Jews,  but  it  has 
been  drawn  also  even  from  the  prophecies  themselves, 
because  of  the  impenetrable  veil  that  has  been  cast  over 
them.  That  the  passage  before  us  relates  to  that  subject 
no  one  can  entertain  a  doubt ;  and  that  it  has  never  yet 
been  fulfilled  is  equally  clear.'  Thus  is  my  text  com- 
mended to  us  by  our  departed  friend. 

0  may  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  graciously  pour  out  his  own  blessed  Spirit  upon  us, 
and  guide  us  into  all  truth  !  As  we  have  no  wisdom  herein 
of  our  own,  but  only  the  wisdom  of  God's  holy  word,  so 
we  have  no  eyes  to  discern  his  truth,  but  as  he  himself 
opens  the  eyes  of  our  understanding. 

The  words  of  our  text  suggest  these  things  for  j'our 
consideration — 

I.  The  objects  of  the  prophecy. 

II.  The  blessings  promised. 

III.  Tiie  glorious  results  which  will  follow. 

I.  The  OBJECTS  of  the  prophecy. 

They  are  distinctly  brought  before  us  by  three  well- 
defined  titles,  Jerusalem,  Judah,  and  Israel.  Each  must 
be  separately  viewed,  that  we  may  discern  the  fulness  of 
the  prophecy. 

1.  Jerusalem.  "  Behold,  I  will  bring  it  health".  The 
immediate  antecedent  is  this  city,  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
then  besieged  by  the  Chaldeans.  Trace  rapidly  its  peculiar 
history. 

1.  God's  past  choice  of  Jerusalem.    In  tlie  myste- 
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vious  history  of  Melchizedek,  king  of  Salem,  nearly  2000 
years  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  Jerusalem  is  first  brought 
before  us.  It  was  then  under  the  dominion  of  that  Priest 
of  the  Most  High  God  and  King  of  Righteousness,  the  type 
and  emblem  of  its  yet  future  glorious  King,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Clirist.  Jerusalem  soon  lost  this  glory,  and  though  Adoni- 
zedek  the  heathen  king  of  Jerusalem  was  slain  by  Joshua, 
it  became  tbe  stronghold  of  the  Jebusites,  who  still  dwelt 
with  the  children  of  Benjamin  in  this  city,  (Judges  i.  21.) 
and  afterwards  took  entire  possession  of  it.  Judges  xix. 
30.  Thus  it  was  the  last  stronghold  in  the  Holy  Land 
possessed  by  the  Canaanites  ;  and  it  was  not  completely 
subdued  till  the  ten  tribes  had  anointed  David  king  over 
all  Israel.  The  Jebusites  then  mocked  David  with  the 
scornful  insinuation  tliat  the  lame  and  the  blind  could  de- 
fend the  stronghold  of  Zion  against  its  true  king  ;  thi- 
mockery  brought  on  their  overthrow,  and  the  complete 
triumph  of  David.  Yet  afterwards,  Araunah  the  Jebusite, 
freely  gave  a  place  for  an  altar  where  the  temple  was  to  be 
built,  (1  Chron.  xxi.  xxii),  thus  furnishing  an  earnest  of 
that  large  bounty  the  Gentiles  shall  hereafter  shew  to  this 
city.    Isaiah  Ix.  9. 

Jerusalem  was  indeed  in  God's  mind  from  the  beginning. 
Before  the  Israelites  took  possession  of  the  land  he  men- 
tioned it  to  Moses  thus  :  "  Unto  the  place  which  the  Lord 
your  God  shall  choose  out  of  all  your  tribes  to  put  his 
name  there,  even  unto  his  habitation  shall  ye  seek,  and 
thither  thou  shalt  come."  Their  tithes  for  the  poor  were  to 
be  eaten  there,  "before  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  the  place  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  shall  choose,  thou  and  thy  son  and  thy 
daughter,  and  thy  manservant  and  thy  maidservant,  and  the 
Levitethat  is  within  thy  gates,  and  thou  shalt  rejoice  before 
the  Lord  thy  God,  in  all  that  thou  puttest  tliine  hands 
unto."  Dent.  xii.  5,  11,  18,  26. 

When  Solomon  therefore  dedicated  the  temple,  just 
1000  years  before  Christ,  he  reminded  Israel  that  God  had 
said,  "  I  have  chosen  Jerusalem  tliat  my  name  might  be 
there,  and  have  chosen  David  to  be  over  my  people  Israel." 
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2  Chron.  vi.  G.  Hence,  even  when,  through  Solomon's 
idolatry  the  kingdom  was  divided,  God  still  referred  to  his 
choice  of  this  city,  "  David  my  servant  shall  have  a  light 
always  before  me  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have 
cliosen  me  to  put  my  name  there."  1  Kings  xi.  S('>.  It  is 
often  noticed  in  the  Psalms  that  "  the  Lord  hath  chosen 
Zion,  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation."  Psalm  cxxxii. 
].3  ;  Ixxviii.  08. 

After  another  thousand  years  had  passed  away,  our  Lord 
came  himself  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  rejected  by  the  Jews  : 
but  in  his  opening  sermon  on  the  mount,  he  asserted  and 
confirmed  the  dignity  of  this  chosen  place,  styling  it  "the 
city  of  the  Great  King."  He  made  it  for  ever  memorable 
by  dying,  rising  again,  and  ascending  to  heaven  at  this 
place.  Thus  for  two  thousand  years  Jerusalem  was  marked 
out  as  the  city  of  God's  choice  ;  and  at  length  the  stu- 
pendous sacrifice  of  Incarnate  Deity  was  there  offered  up 
to  God. 

Its  long  desolation  must  be  farther  noticed. 

When  the  true  King  of  Zion  came,  notwithstanding  all 
his  mighty  miracles,  heavenly  wisdom,  and  spotless  holi- 
ness, he  was  disowned  and  rejected.  "  They  denied  the 
Holy  One  and  the  Just,  and  desired  a  murderer  to  be 
granted  unto  them,  and  killed  the  Prince  of  Life."  Then, 
according  to  the  prediction  of  our  Lord,  "  their  house  was 
left  unto  them  desolate,  and  Jerusalem  has  been  ever  since 
trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles." 

After  another  thousand  years,  Jerusalem  again  in  the 
memorable  crusades,  became  an  object  of  intense  interest  to 
all  the  four  quarters  of  the  great  scene  of  prophecy.  We  see 
Franks  from  the  West,  Normans  from  the  North,  Turks 
from  the  East,  and  Saracens  from  the  South,  waging  war 
for  the  possession  of  the  Holy  City,  in  accordance  with  the 
predictions  of  the  Sixtli  Trumpet.    Rev.  ix.  13. 

But  still  Jerusalem  continued  to  be  trodden  down  and 
is  still  "  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,"  and  will  be  "  till 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled."  The  prophet  Mi- 
cah  foretold  this,  saying  (iii.  12.)  "  Therefore  shall  Zion 
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for  your  sake  be  ploughed  as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall 
become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the  house  as  the  high 
place  of  the  forest." 

The  grand  cause  of  this  desolation  is  explicitly  stated  by 
our  Lord.  "When  the  husbandman  slew  the  Son  of  the 
Lord  of  the  ^^neyard,  they  brought  destruction  upon  them- 
selves. (Matt.  xxi.  3" — 4].)  When  the  servants  sent  to 
invite  the  guests  to  the  marriage-feast  were  slain,  "  the 
King  sent  forth  his  armies  and  destroyed  those  murderers 
and  burned  up  their  city."  (Matt.  xxii.  6,  7.)  It  was  the 
persevering  rejection  of  .Christ,  joined  to  the  opposition 
■which  the}'  made  to  the  gospel's  being  sent  to  the  Gentiles, 
( 1  Thess.  ii.  16.)  that  brought  these  fearful  judgments  on 
the  Jews. 

But  our  Lord  expresslj-  limits  their  continuance  to  a  cer- 
tain period,  the  close  of  which  is  marked  by  the  complet- 
ing of  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  and  his  welcomed  return 
in  glory.  (Luke  xxi.  24.  Matt,  xxiii.  o9  ;  xxiv.  30.) 
Till  that  time  their  temple  is  desolate,  and  their  city  is 
trodden  down  :  but  then  they  are  rebuilt  and  the  glory  re- 
turns to  Zion. 

Its  future  recovery  is  as  distinctly  predicted  and  re- 
vealed in  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  its  present  desolation. 
The  testimonies  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  this  i-ecovery  are 
very  numerous. 

It  is  to  be  restored  locally.  (Zech.  xii.  13.)  "  Jeru- 
salem shall  be  inhabited  again  in  her  own  place,  even  in 
Jerusalem."  Jer.  xxxi.  16.  "  The  city  shall  be  builded 
upon  her  own  heap,  and  the  palace  shall  remain  after  the 
manner  thereof."    (So  v.  38 — 40.) 

It  is  to  be  restored  politically.  Isaiah  i.  26,  27.  "  I 
will  restore  thy  judges  as  at  the  first  and  thy  counsellors 
as  at  the  beginning  :  afterwards  thou  shalt  be  called  the 
city  of  righteousness,  the  faithful  cit}-.  Zion  shall  be  re- 
deemed with  judgment  and  her  converts  vdth  righteous- 
ness." 

It  is  to  be  restored  spiritually.  Jer.  xxxiii.  1.5,  16. 
"  In  those  daj's  and  at  that  time  will  I  cause  the  branch  of 
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righteousness  to  grow  up  unto  David,  and  he  shall  execute 
judgment  and  righteousness  in  the  land.  In  those  days 
shall  Judah  be  saved  and  Jerusalem  shall  dwell  safely,  and 
this  is  the  name  wherewith  she  shall  be  called,  The  Lord 
our  righteousness." 

It  is  to  be  restored  gloriously.  How  full  the  60th  of 
Isaiah  is  of  this  glory  !  Take  one  or  two  expressions. 
"  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come  unto  thee,  the  fir-ti"ee, 
the  pine-tree  and  the  box  together,  to  beautify  the  place  of 
my  sanctuary,  and  I  will  make  the  place  of  my  feet  glo- 
rious ;  they  shall  call  thee,  The  city  of  the  Lord,  the  Zion 
of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel."  God  himself  thus  farther  de- 
scribes it  in  Ezekiel  (xliii.  7.)  "  The  place  of  my  throne, 
and  the  place  of  the  soles  of  my  feet,  where  I  will  dwell  in 
the  midst  of  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever."  In  its  future 
I'estored  state,  its  highest  and  its  everlasting  glory  is,  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  there  manifests  his  presence  :  "  The 
name  of  the  city  from  that  day  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there." 
It  is  to  be  the  city  of  the  great  King  of  the  whole  earth, 
the  metropolis  of  the  nations,  and  the  centre  of  God's  visi- 
ble kingdom  here  below  ;  (Isa.  Ix.)  "  for  the  gifts  and  call- 
ing of  God  are  without  repentance." 

JuDAH  is  another  object  of  this  prophecy. 

Judah  comprehends  the  two  tribes  of  Benjamin  and 
Judah.  On  the  schism  of  Jeroboam  and  under  the  com- 
mon sins  of  both  Judah  and  Israel,  the  ten  tribes  were 
severed  from  the  two.  Judah  maintained  longest  the  pure 
worship  of  God,  and  was  longest  spared  from  those  judg- 
ments which  sin  brought  on  the  land.  Judah  was  also 
partially  restored  after  the  seventy  years'  captivity  in 
Babylon,  as  Jeremiah  had  predicted.  By  this  reviving  in 
the  bondage  under  the  Gentile  kingdoms,  God  again  tried 
and  proved  his  people,  marked  the  distinctness  of  that  tribe 
from  which  our  Lord  was  to  spring,  accomplished  his  pre- 
diction "  of  the  Sceptre  not  departing  from  Judah,  nor  a 
Lawgiver  from  between  his  feet  till  Shiloh  come,"  (Gen. 
xlix.  10.)  and  secured  all  the  unspeakable  mercies  of  our 
redemption. 
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The  restoration  from  Babylon  was  but  a  partial  and 
temporary  return  even  of  Judah,  for  a  limited  period  of 
GOO  3'ears,  and  those  years  often  full  of  difficulties,  oppres- 
sions, and  arduous  conflicts.  Ezra's  words  are  plain  to 
this  effect.  "  Now  for  a  little  space  grace  hath  been  shewed 
to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in 
his  holy  place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes  and  give 
us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage."  (ix.  8.)  Nehemiah's 
description  is  similar,  (ix.  34 — 3G.)  St.  James  considered 
and  described  the  twelve  tribes  in  his  day  as  scattered 
abroad  {ey  fq  Siao-iropa)  or  in  the  dispersion.  James  i.  1. 
He  chiefly  addressed  the  Christian  Jews  not  in  Jerusalem, 
but  probalily  also  included  their  unconverted  countrymen, 
(James  ii.  G,  7,)  and  he  gives  a  clear  proof  that  Ezek. 
xxxix.  28,  29,  was  then  unfulfilled. 

Zechariah,  who  prophesied  after  the  restoration,  ex- 
plicitly predicts  the  future  salvation  and  glories  of  Judali. 
"  I  will  make  the  governors  of  Judah  like  an  hearth  of 
fire  among  the  wood  and  like  a  torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf. 
The  Lord  also  shall  save  tlie  tents  of  Judah  first."  We 
have  a  similar  prophecy  distinctly  referring  to  a  future 
salvation  of  Judah  in  Joel,  (iii.  20,  21.)  "But  Judah 
shall  dwell  for  ever,  and  Jerusalem  from  generation  to 
generation  ;  for  I  will  cleanse  their  blood  that  I  have  not 
cleansed,  for  the  Lord  dvvelleth  in  Zion." 

Besides  the  results  of  Judah's  temporary  and  partial  res- 
toration which  have  already  been  noticed,  God  has  so  won- 
derfully in  his  Providence  overruled  all  things,  and  grace 
has  so  abounded  over  sin,  that  all  their  conduct  in  reject- 
ing Christ,  and  all  their  suffering  for  it,  have  become  a 
deep  and  enduring  means  for  the  hereafter  bringing  forth 
all  the  full  and  abundant  spiritual  fruit  in  them  which 
shall  yet  glorify  God  and  benefit  the  whole  world,  at  their 
future  and  glorious  final  redemption. 

Dispersed  then  as  Judah  now  is.  East  and  West,  North 
and  South,  through  the  whole  earth,  Judah  in  its  distinct- 
ness is  yet  an  object  of  glorious  hope  and  promise,  and  hy 
its  preserved  distinctness  a  larger  foundation  is  laid  for 
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the  more  clear  and  exact  fulfilment  of  the  restoration  of 
the  whole  nation. 

Israel  is  a  third  object  here  brought  before  us  :  that 
which  is  elsewhere  emphatically  called  "Joseph,  Ephraim, 
and  all  the  house  of  Israel  liis  companions,"  in  contrast 
with  "  Judah  and  the  children  of  Israel  his  companions," 
(Ezek.  xxxvi.  16,  I'J.)  The  combining  of  the  return  of 
the  captivity  of  Israel  with  that  of  Judah,  clearly  excepts 
this  prophecy  from  an  accomplishment  in  eitlier  of  them 
at  the  return  from  Babylon,  for  then  only  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin were  partially  restored.  (Ezra  i.  5  ;  iv.  1.)  It  is 
admitted  that  only  partial  fragments  of  the  tribes  came 
back  with  Judah  from  Babylon. 

In  Hosea  the  Lord  thus  speaks  concerning  Israel : 
"  Thou  shalt  abide  for  me  many  days,  (observe  the  leng- 
thened time,)  thou  shalt  not  play  the  harlot,  and  thou 
shalt  not  be  for  another  man  :  so  will  I  also  be  for  thee. 
For  the  children  of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days  without 
a  king,  and  without  a  prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and 
without  an  image,  and  without  an  ephod,  and  without 
teraphim  ;  afterward  shall  the  children  of  Israel  return 
and  seek  the  Lord  their  God  and  David  their  king,  and 
shall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the  latter  days:" 
observe  again  the  clear  note  of  time  as  to  the  prolonged  de- 
lay in  fulfilment.  They  are  to  abide  separately  and  as 
outcasts,  for  a  lengthened  period,  but  are  not  wholly,  not 
finally,  cast  off. 

It  is  true  that  Israel  has  been  greatly  hidden  from  our 
eyes,  unknown  and  in  darkness  ;  the  prophecy  has  yet  to 
be  fulfilled  when  the  Redeemer  shall  say  "  to  them  that 
are  in  darkness,  shew  yourselves."  (Isaiah  xlix  9.)  But 
already  many  genuine  parts  of  the  Ten  Tribes  are  begin- 
ning to  shew  themselves  through  the  East  ;  it  is  becoming 
more  and  moi'e  clear  that  remnants  still  exist  in  Persia, 
Koordistam,  and  on  the  Caspian.  They  will  in  due  time 
all  be  brought  forth,  even  as  from  their  graves,  as  Ezekiel 
predicts,  and  at  their  restoration  be  united  again  with  Ju- 
dah and  made  one  nation  in  the  land  upon  the  mountains 
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of  Israel.  The  euvy  between  Judah  and  Ephraim  is,  as 
Isaiah  predicts,  for  ever  to  cease  (xi.  13.)  They  are,  as 
Jeremiah  foretells,  to  resort  to  Jerusalem  for  worship. 
"  The  watchmen  upon  Mount  Ephraim  shall  cry,  Arise  ye 
and  let  us  go  up  to  Zion  unto  the  Lord  our  God.    Hear  the 

word  of  the  Lord,  0  ye  nations  He  that  scattered 

Israel  will  gather  him  and  keep  him  as  a  shepherd  doth 

his  flock  they  shall  come  and  sing  together  in  the 

height  of  Zion  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord."    Jer.  xxxi.  6—12. 

The  lengthened  dispersion,  the  verj'  loss  of  them  from 
all  our  knowledge,  their  being  so  long  hidden  in  darkness 
and  the  degradation  of  theii-  present  state,  will  heighten 
their  future  joy  and  glory. 

What  triumphs  of  grace  will  this  restoration  and  this  re- 
union be  in  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  !  What  a  recovery, 
revival  and  unutterable  increase  of  former  glories  and  bles- 
sings !  And  0  what  a  Monarch  is  yet  to  "  sit  on  the 
throne  of  David  and  to  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
for  ever."  Luke  i.  32,  33.  How  emphatically  will  it  then 
be  said  by  all,  "  a  greater  than  Solomon  is  here." 

II.  The  blessings  promised. 

They  are  very  full  and  comprehensive,  and  must  be 
viewed  as  the  results  arrived  at  after  God's  previous  deal- 
ings with  them. 

I  do  not  here  enter  upon  the  preparatory  steps,  and 
that  commenced  restoration  and  rebuilding  of  the  Temple 
in  self-righteousness  (Isaiah  Ixvi),  which  are  brought 
before  us  in  other  parts  of  the  prophecies. 

The  Scriptures  have  given  plain  intimations  that  their 
partial  restoration  to  their  own  land  precedes  their  conver- 
sion and  sanctification.  Thus  Ezekiel  predicts,  "  I  will 
take  you  from  among  the  heathen  and  gather  you  out  of 
aU  countries  and  will  bring  you  unto  your  own  land  :  then 
will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you  and  ye  shall  be  clean." 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.    So  xxxvii.  8 — 10. 

Nor  shall  1  dwell  on  tlie  miracles  attending  their  subse- 
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quent  glorious  restoration.  This  meets  all  the  apparent 
difficulties,  with  the  full  assurance  that  "  what  God  has 
promised,  he  is  able  also  to  perform."  A  miraculous  dis- 
pensation has  always  been  the  characteristic  of  this  nation. 
Every  thing  for  four  thousand  years  about  Abraham  and  his 
seed,  including  their  existence  in  distinctness  for  the  last 
1800  years,  has  been  one  grand  miracle  of  divine  interpo- 
sition, assuring  us  of  the  final  accomplishment  of  all  that 
is  yet  unfulfilled. 

Most  rich  are  the  blessings  of  that  full  recovery,  which 
God  in  our  text  has  promised. 

1.  The  health  and  cure  of  Jerusalem.  "Behold, 
I  will  bring  it  health  and  cure,  and  I  will  cure  them." 

Many  passages  of  God's  word  shew  us  the  diseased,  sick 
and  degraded  state  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Jews  in  times 
past  (Isaiah  i.  5 — 7,  21—2.3.  Jer.  v.  31.)  The  prophecy 
of  Malachi  shews  the  same  national  sinfulness  on  their 
restoration  from  Babylon,  and  the  New  Testament  exhi- 
bits their  continued  fallen  state  after  our  Lord  had  come. 
(Rom.  xi.  9,  10.  Acts  xxviii.  26,  27.)  The  prophets  de- 
scribe also  (in  a  prediction  manifestly  yet  unfulfilled, 
Isaiah  Ixvi.)  their  rebuilding  their  temple  at  their  yet  fu- 
ture restoration  in  self-righteousness,  and  God  giving  them 
this  solemn  warning  :  "  Yea,  they  have  chosen  their  own 
ways,  and  their  soul  delighteth  in  their  abominations  ;  I 
also  will  choose  their  delusions  and  will  bring  their  fears 
upon  them."  The  way  in  which  health  and  cure  is  brought 
to  them  is  compared  to  the  way  in  which  the  precious 
metals  are  refined.  "  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through 
the  fire  and  will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will 
try  them  as  gold  is  tried."  Zech.  xiii.  9.  The  healing  and 
curing  of  such  a  lengthened  and  inveterate  disease  is  pain- 
ful and  progressive.  "  I  will  cause  you  to  pass  under  the 
rod,  and  I  will  bring  you  into  tiie  bond  of  the  covenant, 
and  I  will  purge  out  from  among  you  the  rebels."  Ezek. 
XXX.  7,  8.  This  healing  and  cure  will  effectually  restore 
the  Jews  to  all  the  vigour  and  energy  and  full  blessedness 
of  a  healthy  state.    It  will  include  political  welfai-e,  social 
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happiness,  and  spiritual  prosperity.  There  can  be  no  full 
health  and  cure  to  Jerusalem  which  does  not  include  these 
diffused  blessings. 

Peace  and  Truth  in  abundance  are  also  promised. 
"  I  will  reveal  unto  them  the  abundance  of  peace  and 
truth."  Hitherto  in  every  land  the  Jews  have  been  em- 
phatically disquieted  and  troubled.  That  prediction  has 
been  openly  fulfilled  :  "  Among  these  nations  shalt  thou 
find  no  ease,  neither  shall  the  sole  of  thy  foot  have  rest  ; 
but  the  Lord  shall  i^ive  thee  there  a  trembling  heart  and 
failing  of  eyes  and  sorrow  of  mind."  Dent,  xxviii.  Go. 
And  above  all,  true  peace  of  conscience  is  unattainable  to 
a  Jew  rejecting  Christ.  There  is  no  possible  way  of  peace 
to  an  afflicted  conscience  but  in  the  way  of  God's  appoint- 
ment, through  faith  in  his  Son  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
No  Rabbi  of  Israel  can  discover  the  way  of  peace  to  a 
distressed  and  burthened  Jew.  By  their  banishment  from 
Judea  they  are  precluded  from  the  appointed  sacrifices  of 
God's  own  holy  Law  which  they  still  hold,  and  by  unbelief 
in  Christ  they  are  shut  out  from  the  true  substance  of 
those  sacrifices.  No  awakened  and  devout  Jew,  while  he 
keeps]  from  Christ  Jesus,  can  have  solid  peace.  In  the 
place  of  this  disquietude,  within  and  without,  God  here 
promises  to  them  genuine  peace,  the  peace  of  God  which 
passes  all  understanding,  under  Jesus  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
He  promises  also,  entire  deliverance  from  all  Gentile 
oppression  and  violence  ;  "  Violence  shall  be  no  more 
heard  in  thy  land,  wasting  nor  destruction  within  thy 
borders."    Isaiah  Ix.  18. 

And  with  peace,  truth.  0  happy  conjunction !  How 
often  are  they  separated  in  our  thoughts  and  in  our  present 
condition  !  God  here  brings  them  together  in  Jerusalem's 
happiness.  Now  God's  truth  is  wonderfully  hidden  from 
Jerusalem's.  It  seems  a  centre  in  which  all  conflicting 
doctrines  and  errors  meet  together.  The  Apostle  Paul 
declares  respecting  the  Jews,  "  For  until  this  day  remainetli 
the  same  veil  untaken  away  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 
Testament,  which  veil  is  done  awaj'  in  Christ.    But  even 
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uiito  this  day,  when  Moses  is  read  the  veil  is  upon  their 
hearts."  Yet  is  the  truth  reappearing  at  Jerusalem,  The 
word  of  God  is  again  made  known.  The  prayers  of  our 
beautiful  Liturgy,  concentrating  the  confessed  truth  and 
devotion  of  eighteen  centuries,  are  now  offering  up  on 
Mount  Zion.  Jerusalem  shall  yet  be  full  of  those  Jews, 
who  shall  know  that  there  is  in  Christ  the  substance  of 
all  those  types  and  shadows  in  which  they  are  now  resting. 
The  wliole  truth  shall  at  length  be  revealed  to  them  and 
our  Lord's  words  to  his  disciples  be  realized  to  the  nation. 
"  Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you 
free."  They  shall  first  receive  the  truth  in  their  own 
heart,  and  then  experience  the  faithfulness  of  God  in  the 
fulfilment  of  all  his  promises. 

The  blessings  are  to  be  given  in  abundance.  God 
would  exclude  doubt  by  the  strength  of  his  Testimony. 
The  Jews  from  their  large  acquaintance  with  the  Law  of 
God,  will  probably  discover  the  fulness  of  its  testimony 
to  Christ  and  the  import  of  all  its  heavenly  patterns,  to  an 
extent  that  we  Gentiles  have  not  yet  attained.  The  literal 
exactness  of  the  fulfilment  will  be  such  as  to  justify  the 
term,  abundance  of  truth.  How  clear  then  is  it  that  the 
restoi'ation  from  Babylon  did  not,  how  clear  is  it  no  mere 
conversion  of  individuals  can  fulfil,  this  prediction  of  Jeru- 
salem's health  !  Is  it  the  abundance  of  truth  on  God's 
part  to  fulfil  the  promises  of  threatening  and  not  of  re- 
pentance ?  Is  it  the  abundance  of  truth  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mises of  repentance  and  not  of  restoration  1  Is  it  the 
abundance  of  truth  to  fulfil  the  promises  of  restoration 
and  not  of  glory  ?  All  the  prophecies  respecting  the  actual 
dispersion  of  the  Jews  and  the  evils  they  have  endured 
and  those  relating  to  the  birth,  and  the  miracles,  and  the 
sufferings,  and  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have 
been  literally  fulfilled,  we  gather  hence  an  irresistible  con- 
clusion, that  all  those  wliich  remain  to  be  fulfilled  will  also 
be  literally  fulfilled.  As  certainly  as  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob  were  real  persons  ;  and  the  promises  made  to  them 
real  pi'omises  :  as  certainly  as  according  to  the  testimony  of 
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St.  Paul,  "  Jesus  Christ  was  a  minister  of  the  cii-cumcision 
for  the  truth  of  God  to  confirm  the  promises  made  unto 
the  fathers,"  (Rom.  xv.  8.)  so  certainly  may  we  expect 
the  real  and  exact  fulfilment  of  these  promises  to  the 
literal  Jerusalem. 

When  a  mightj'  conqueror  gains  possession  of  the  capital 
of  a  kingdom,  it  is  an  earnest  of  the  speedy  triumph  over 
the  whole  kingdom.  Jerusalem's  blessedness  comes  first, 
under  the  deliverance  of  Him  who  goes  forth  "  conquering 
and  to  conquer,"  and  then  that  of  Judah  and  Israel. 

Restoration  and  establishment  of  the  whole 
NATION  are  distinctlj*  promised.  "I  will  cause  the  cap- 
tivity of  Judah  aud  the  captivity  of  Israel  to  return,  and 
will  build  them  as  at  the  first."  We  have  here  a  complete 
restoration  of  Israel  as  well  as  of  Judah,  and  we  have  its 
fulness  and  permanence  in  their  firm  and  enduring  estab- 
lishment. It  is  clear,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world,  that 
Israel,  in  capti\'ity  when  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  has 
never  since  been  restored  and  built  as  at  the  first.  It  seems 
as  if  the  Holy  Spirit  were  careful,  by  the  explicitness  and 
fulness  of  the  promises,  to  guard  against  any  doubts  re- 
specting the  future  restoration. 

The  restoration  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  from  Babylon 
was  no  fulfilment  of  the  many  predictions  which  relate  to 
this  completed  restoration  of  the  whole  nation  fromall lands. 
Of  Israel  but  a  few  companions  came  back  ;  and  even  of 
Judah  but  a  remnant  was  restored.  The  predictions  like 
that  of  our  text  are  numerous.  (Isaiah  xi.  11,  12.  Jer.  iii. 
18  ;  svi.  14,  1-5  :  xxx.  3 — 10  ;  xxxi.  81  ;  Ezek.  xxxvii.) 
All  those  perversions,  by  which  our  minds  might  be  led 
only  to  regard  the  partial  restoration  from  Babylon,  or 
only  a  conversion  of  the  remnant  according  to  the  election 
of  grace,  are  guarded  against  by  a  repetition  of  statement 
almost  to  tautology,  in  order  to  preserve  us  from  unbelief. 
Thus  (Ezek.  xx.  40.)  "In  mine  holy  mountain,  in  the 
mountain  of  the  height  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God, 
there  shall  all  the  house  of  Israel,  all  of  them,  in  the  land 
serve  me."    So  Amos.  ix.  15,  "  They  shall  no  more  be 
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pulled  up  out  of  their  land  which  I  have  given  them,  saith 
the  Lord  thy  God,"  This  is  farther  strengthened  by  the 
prediction  of  Malachi,  the  last  of  the  prophets,  and  who 
lived  and  prophecied  after  the  restoration  of  Judah.  "All 
nations  shall  call  you  blessed,  for  ye  shall  be  a  delight- 
some land,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  Mai.  iii.  12.  And 
all  this  is  confirmed  by  the  answer  of  our  Lord  to  the  last 
question  of  his  disciples,  "  the  Father  hath  reserved  the 
times  and  seasons  of  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  to 
Israel  in  his  own  power."    Acts  i.  8. 

"  I  will  build  tliem  as  at  the  first."  Never  have  Israel  and 
Judah  thus  been  built  together  since  Israel  was  carried 
captive  into  Babylon.  Where  have  been  the  miraculous 
dealings  since  then,  which  have  corresponded  with  the 
plagues  of  Egypt,  the  opening  of  a  channel  in  the  Red  Sea, 
the  feeding  with  manna,  the  fall  of  Jericho,  the  standing 
still  of  the  sun  and  of  the  moon,  connected  with  their 
first  being  built  into  a  nation? — where  the  united  glories  of 
the  whole  land  as  in  the  reign  of  Solomon  1  Surely  if  any 
future  event  is  plainly  revealed,  the  literal  restoration  of 
the  Jewish  nation  to  their  own  land  is  clearly  revealed. 
If  the  word  of  God  be  the  warrant  of  all  faith  and  hope 
in  what  is  to  come,  then  have  we  full  warrant  to  expect 
this.  For  my  part,  my  brethren,  I  confess  before  you,  I 
believe  with  simplicity  what  God  has,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
plainly  spoken  on  this  matter,  and  I  look  forward  to  it  as 
an  event  yet  to  come  with  perfect  and  entire  assurance.  I 
exhort  you  also  as  Jehoshaphat  exhorted  the  Jews  of  old, 
"  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  God,  so  shall  ye  be  established. 
Believe  his  prophets,  so  shall  ye  prosper."  2  Chron.  xx.  20. 

Pardon  and  holiness  to  the  whole  nation  are  farther 
blessings  here  promised.  "  And  I  will  cleanse  them  fi'om 
all  their  iniquity  whereby  they  have  sinned  against  me, 
and  I  will  pardon  all  their  iniquities  whereby  they  have 
sinned  and  whereby  they  have  transgressed  against  me." 

This  is  the  source,  and  this  is  the  crown  of  all  the  other 
blessings.  This  meets  the  deepest  and  the  most  urgent  of 
all  a  sinner's  wants.    This  takes  all  the  promises  out  of 
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the  form  of  a  conditional  covenant,  dependant  on  man's 
faithfulness,  and  places  them  upon  the  immoveable  basis 
of  God's  grace  and  truth. 

We  have  here  the  two  chief  wants,  the  two  great  and 
most  irremediable  wants  of  men  and  of  nations,  their  guilt 
and  their  pollution  through  sin,  effectually  provided  for 
by  the  God  of  all  grace.  This  is  one  of  many  similar 
assurances  of  his  love  to  Israel.  How  strong  for  instance 
are  the  divine  expressions  of  grace  to  them.  "  In  those 
days,  and  in  that  time  saith  the  Lord,  the  iniquity  of 
Israel  shall  be  sought  for,  and  there  shall  be  none,  and 
the  sins  of  Judah,  and  tliey  shall  not  be  found."  Isaiah  1. 
20.  And  again,  "  Thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the 
depths  of  the  sea."  Micah  vii.  19.  It  is  indeed  true  that 
the  Jews  in  rejecting  Christ  and  opposing  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles,  have  most  awfully  sinned 
against  God.  But  here  is  the  divine  assurance  of  forgive- 
ness. The  repetition  of  promises  should  be  noticed.  The 
full  chorus  of  all  those  triumphant  songs  of  prophecy, 
j)oured  forth  in  the  richest  strains  of  melody  by  the  glow- 
ing inspiration  given  to  Isaiah,  first  breaks  forth  upon 
our  ears  in  its  heart-gladdening  repetitions  thus,  "  Comfort 
ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your  God,  speak  ye  com- 
fortably unto  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her  that  her  war- 
fare is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned,  for 
she  hath  received  of  tlie  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her 
sins."  So  in  our  text  there  is  a  repetition,  an  accumula- 
tion of  expressions,  and  a  fulness  of  statement,  as  if  the 
Lord  would  dispel  every  doubt  and  leave  no  room  for  mis- 
take. The  all  is  twice  repeated  ;  the  against  me  twice 
repeated  ;  the  expressions  shewing  their  sinfulness  are  five 
times  repeated  ;  and  all  are  covered  and  removed  with 
pardon  and  cleansing — thus  every  desponding  feeling  is  met 
and  full  warrant  given,  notwithstanding  all  their  aggi'a- 
vated  and  lengthened  sins,  for  returning  to  God  in  entire 
confidence.  Oh  what  a  fathei-'s  yearning  heart  of  love 
God  has  to  his  people,  that  above  two  thousand  years 
since  he  should  lay  up  this  treasure  of  comfort  for  them  ! 
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But  when  will  these  things  take  place  ?  The  spiritual 
benefits  of  the  promise  are  obtained  by  the  believer  in 
Jesus  already.  "  Be  it  known  unto  you  therefore,  men 
and  brethren,  that  through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you 
the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  by  him  all  that  believe  are 
justified  from  all  things  from  which  ye  could  not  be  justi- 
fied by  the  law  of  Moses."  It  is  for  you  and  for  me,  and 
for  all  who  will  now  come  to  Christ.  We  lose  no  spiritual 
blessing  of  the  Old  Testament  by  believing  the  literal 
application  to  Israel.  Come  then  now  to  Jesus,  and  we 
too  shall  find  rest  for  our  souls. 

If  you  yet  farther  ask,  when  shall  these  things  be  real- 
ized in  the  literal  Israel,  through  their  also  saying,  "Blessed 
is  he  that  cometli  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  I  reply,  a  cer- 
tainty as  to  the  time  is  not,  I  apprehend,  to  be  attained. 
Our  Lord,  before  his  ascension,  thus  met  this  most  inte- 
resting question,  "  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  or 
the  seasons,  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power." 
He  had,  howevei-,  afterwards,  as  we  see  in  the  Revelation, 
the  sealed  book  given  to  him  to  unloose  the  seals.  And 
we  may  have,  I  doubt  not,  such  an  approach  to  just  anti- 
cipation, as  may  very  greatly  strengthen  faith  and  guard 
us  against  the  infidelity  of  the  world,  saying,  "  Where  is 
the  promise  of  his  coming  ?  "  and  the  procrastinating  and 
deferring  spirit  of  the  formal  church,  saying,  "  My  Lord 
delayeth  his  coining."  This  I  believe  to  be  the  very  object 
and  design  of  those  numerous  prophecies  which  have  been 
called  chronological  from  the  dates  intermingled  with 
them,  and  wliich  we  are  assured,  "  at  the  time  of  the  end 
shall  no  longer  be  sealed  up,  but  the  wise  shall  understand." 

I  would  guard  however,  here,  both  you  and  myself 
most  expressly  against  positively  fixing  dates,  the  exact 
knowledge  of  which  God  has  purposely  left  in  obscurity, 
lest  we  should  rest  in  a  mechanical  fixing  of  dates,  and  be 
ensnared  by  a  spirit  of  fatalism,  and  not  attain  that  spirit 
of  dependance,  watchfulness,  and  preparation  of  heart 
with  which  our  safety  and  spiritual  prosperity  are  so  much 
connected.  Yet  while  I  do  this,  I  ain  convince;!,  and  I 
t  X 


.300 


RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS  : 


wish  to  spread  the  conviction,  that  prophetical  dates  are 
given  for  the  use  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  are  to  be 
unsealed  in  the  latter  days  ;  and  I  add,  that  as  far  as  I 
can  judge  by  those  dates  which  are  given  to  us  in  the 
Scriptures,  to  shew  the  length  of  Israel's  captivity,  the 
time  of  their  scattering  to  me  appears  to  be  just  closing. 
I  venture  to  proceed  yet  farther,  and  suggest  for  reflection 
and  consideration  some  of  these  dates.  Believing  it  to  be 
calculJited  to  strengthen  your  faith  and  awaken  your  atten- 
tion to  the  remarkable  signs  of  the  times  in  which  we  are 
living,  I  will  suggest  three  dates  which  seem  to  have  a  ter- 
mination in  184.3  ;  for  our  ignorance  and  the  obscurity  of 
clironology  itself  ought  to  teach  us  to  speak  with  hesitation 
and  real  diffidence. 

The  whole  period  of  Israel's  a£9iction  is  called  in  the 
Scriptures,  the  Times  of  the  Gentiles,  and  more  explicitly 
seven  times,  or  2.520  years.  (Lev.  xxvi.  18,  21,  24,  28. 
Dan.  iv.  2.5.  Luke  xxi.  24.)  If  we  reckon  from  the  com- 
pletion of  Israel's  captivity  by  Esarhaddon,  677  before 
Christ,  this  period  will  expire  in  1843.  Another  period  of 
2300  days  or  years,  is  mentioned  (Dan.  viii.  14.)  as  com- 
mencing from  the  restoration  of  the  sacrifice,  continued  in 
the  desolation,  and  closing  with  the  cleansed  sanctuary. 
If  this  date  be  reckoned  from  Ezra's  decree,  457  years 
before  Chi'ist,  it  terminates  in  1843.  A  third  date  I  will 
add.  The  half  of  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  is  1200  years, 
a  date  frequently  brought  before  us  in  Daniel  and  the  book 
of  Revelation,  as  descriptive  of  the  duration  of  Antichrist. 
The  East  has  always  been  the.  scene  of  what  is  more  visi- 
ble here,  and  less  spiritual  and  mystical  in  God's  revela- 
tion. And  the  Mahommedan  Antichrist  has  fixed  the  sera 
himself,  when  his  own  rise  is  to  be  dated,  by  the  Hegira 
in  the  622nd  year  of  our  Lord.  As  the  Turks  and  Arabs 
calculate  not  by  solar,  but  by  lunar  years,  the  present  is 
the  universally-proclaimed  12o7th  year  of  Mahomedanism, 
and  its  1260  years  expires  also  in  1848.*    At  the  close  of 

*  The  commencement  of  the  seven  times  or  2520  years,  reckoned  by  lunar 
years,  may  be  taken  in  the  year  599  before  Christ,  as  Nebuchadnezzar  then  first 
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tliis  1260  years  Daniel  explicitly  shews  that  the  Anti- 
christ who  "  wears  out  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,"  (Dan. 
vii.  25,)  and  the  wilful  King  who  "  exalts  himself  above 
every  God,"  (Dan  xi.  3G,)  shall  have  accomplished  his 
time  "to  scatter  the  power  of  the  holy  people."  Dan.  xii.  7. 

If  tliese  dates  be  correctly  calculated,  the  predictions 
connected  with  them  would  shew  us  that  whatever  pre- 
vious turbulences  may  arise,  the  first  steps  towards  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews  may  commence,  probably  under 
the  resumed  dominion  or  protection  of  the  leading  powers 
of  the  Western  Roman  Empire  over  Palestine,  within  a 
few  years  from  this  time.  That  restoration  also  leads  on, 
at  a  comparatively  brief  interval,  to  those  momentous 
events  which  characterize  the  last  days  of  the  Gentile 
apostacy,  and  the  return  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  our 
world. 

But  I  would  farther  endeavour  still  to  guard  what  I 
have  said.  I  give  these  expositions  and  dates,  not  as  di- 
vinely-revealed truths,  but  as  suggestions  of  the  signs  of  the 
times,  that  are  calculated  to  excite  and  increase  our  earnest 
attention,  and  to  quicken  our  watchfulness.  Ever  let  us 
carefully  distinguish  between  the  events  and  the  times 
when  tliey  shall  take  place.  The  events  are  certain  ;  there 
is  a  decreed  hiddenness  about  the  exact  time.  Our  Lord's 
first  coming  was  certain  ;  but  the  time  was  so  mysteriously 
revealed,  that  only  the  pious  were  in  a  state  of  expectancy, 
"  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel."  Our  Lord's 
.^econd  coming  is  certain  ;  but  no  man  knows  the  day  or 
tlie  hour,  "  yet  to  them  that  look  for  him  he  will  appear 
the  second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation."  I  and 
those  who  think  with  me  on  this  subject,  may  be  quite 
mistaken  in  any  suggestions  about  the  dates  ;  but,  should 
it  be  so,  let  not  our  faith  be  in  tlie  least  shaken,  as  to  the 
events  themselves,  which  shall  assuredly  take  place. 

besieged  Jerusalem  and  took  Judah  captive  to  Baliylon,  and  as  Ezekiel  dates 
his  reckoning  of  the  captivity  from  this  period.  (Ezek.  i.  2.)  Thus  there  are 
1260  years  from  the  Captivity  of  Judah  to  the  Hegira,  and  12C0  years  from 
the  Hegira  to  1843. 

X  2 
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We  must  now  hasten  to  consider  the  last  part  of  our 
subject. 

III.  The  glorious  results  which  will  follow. 

These  may  be  viewed  in  two  respects — the  glory  which 
thereby  redounds  to  God,  and  the  effects  on  the  world  at 
large. 

1.  The  glory  which  redounds  to  God.  "  And  it 
shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise  and  an  honour  be- 
fore all  nations  of  the  earth,  which  shall  hear  all  the  good 
that  I  do  unto  them." 

The  public  nature  of  the  final  restoration  of 
Israel  is  here  made  clear.  It  shall  be  before  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  It  will  not  be  confined  to  one  kingdom,  or 
interest  only  one  nation.  This  publicity  is  often  spoken 
of ;  "  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  and  dwellers  on  the 
earth  see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  tlie  moun- 
tains, and  when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  ye.  ...  In 
that  time  shall  the  present  be  brought  unto  the  Lord  of 
hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled."  (Isaiah  xviii.  8, 
7.)  It  is  a  sign  and  token  to  all  nations  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  full  triumph  of 
his  kingdom,  (ireat  as  was  their  deliverance  from  Egypt, 
it  affected  but  one  part  of  the  earth.  Every  nation  will 
be  affected  by  their  future  restoration.  Every  nation  will 
have  a  sensible  aud  manifest  witness  and  proof  of  Jeho- 
vah's faithfulness  and  loving-kindness  to  Israel.  Very 
decided  is  the  testimony  which  Micah  bears  to  this,  (vii. 
15 — 17.)  "Accoi-ding  to  the  days  of  thy  coming  out  of 
Egypt  will  I  shew  unto  him  marvellous  things.  The 
nations  shall  see  and  be  confounded  at  all  their  might ; 
they  shall  lay  their  hand  upon  their  mouth,  their  ears 
shall  be  deaf,  they  shall  lick  the  dust  like  a  serpent,  they 
shall  move  out  of  their  holes  like  worms  of  the  earth,  they 
shall  be  afraid  because  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  shall 
fear  because  of  thee." 

The  joy  of  the  Lord  in'Israel's  redemption  is 
stated.    "  It  shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy.    God  delighteth 
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in  mercy."  His  joy  is  in  receiving  and  saving  returning 
sinners.  It  is  his  pleasure  to  accomplish  all  his  purposes 
of  grace.  Oh  that  this  love  of  God  were  more  shed  abroad 
in  all  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  !  You  see  something 
of  it  in  the  Father's  receiving  and  joyfully  embracing  the 
Prodigal  Son.  You  see  it  in  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul, 
and  his  becoming  a  chosen  vessel.  But  the  richest  exhi- 
tion  of  it  is  yet  to  come,  when  the  posterity  of  those  who 
murdered  his  only-begotten  Son  are  to  be  received  again. 
What  a  view  Zephaniah  presents  of  this.  (iii.  17.)  "  The 
Loi-d  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  (Jerusalem)  is  mighty; 
he  will  save  ;  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy  ;  he  will 
rest  in  his  love  ;  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  singing." 
Surely  this  overflowing  goodness  to  returning  sinners 
should  draw  and  win  our  hearts  also.  In  restored  Jerusa- 
lem, being  a  name  of  joy,  we  have  the  very  heart  of  God 
opened  to  us. 

God  also  accounts  it  a  praise  and  honour  to  him. 
In  their  restoration  all  his  glorious  attributes  and  perfec- 
tions will  be  illustrated  and  displayed.  Recovered  Israel 
will,  in  the  sight  of  all  nations,  be  such  a  full  manifesta- 
tion of  the  truth  of  God's  covenant  love,  of  the  riches  of 
his  abounding  mercy,  of  the  deep  wisdom  of  all  his  Pro- 
vidence, of  the  righteousness  of  all  his  dealings  even  with 
his  elect  people,  and  of  the  comprehensive  and  widening 
reaches  of  all  his  goodness,  as  will,  through  eternity,  bring 
glory  to  his  great  name.  It  will  be  such  an  unveiling  of 
the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God,  and 
his  completed  righteousness,  that  in  the  strong  language 
of  Jeremiah,  the  very  name  wherewith  Jerusalem  "  shall 
be  called,  shall  be  the  Lord  our  righteousness." 

We  see  how  in  this  prophecy  God  has  himself  anticipated 
these  results.  Two  thousand  five  hundred  years  since  he 
looked  forward  to  them  as  a  cause  of  divine  joy.  "  It  shall 
be,"  he  says,  "tomeajoy."  That  which  gives  joy  to  a  child 
will  not  give  joy  to  a  man  ;  that  which  gives  joy  to  a  man 
will  not  give  joy  to  an  angel.  0  how  great  and  good  must 
that  be  which  gives  joy  to  God  !  After  ages  have  passed  in 
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preparation,  he  reveals  himself  as  looking  forward  through 
ages  to  come,  with  personal  joy  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  his  own  extended  purposes  of  love.  If  any  despise 
this  subject,  0  let  them  learn  how  far  they  are  from  the  true 
greatness  of  his  Divine  Mind  !  In  the  redounding  of  such 
joy  and  glory  to  God,  we  may  learn  how  holy  and  how  spi- 
ritual, how  practical  and  how  profitable  this  subject  realh-  is. 
Gentile  unbelief  of  the  Jewish  Restoration  is  not  a  matter 
of  iuditFerence,  but  pregnant  with  many  spiritual  evils. 
It  fills  us  with  high-minded  thoughts  of  ourselves  ;  it  clouds 
from  us  the  glory  of  God  in  all  his  dealings  with  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  It  leads  us  to  hard  thoughts  of  our  Jewish 
brethren,  and  is  opposed  to  God's  own  thoughts  of  love  to 
them.  Thus  we  become  unfitted  to  be  full  witnesses  of  the 
name  and  character,  of  the  grace  and  righteousness  of 
God  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile. 

On  the  other  hand,  faith  in  God's  promises  to  his  people 
Israel  w-ill  increase  all  our  sympathies  with  his  present 
thoughts  of  love  to  them  ;  will  stir  us  up  to  earnest  inter- 
cession for  them  according  with  the  very  mind  and  the 
direct  command  of  Christ  himself,  (Isa.  Ixii.  1 — 8.)  and 
will  qualify  us  to  be  faithful  witnesses  to  all  nations  of  the 
righteousness  and  goodness  of  God. 

I  entreat  you  then,  my  brethren,  to  stand  firm  in  the 
faith,  that  all  God's  promises  will  be  exactly  accomplished. 
If  our  Saviour  himself  in  his  last  sufi"ei-ings,  when  he 
could  have  called  legions  of  angels  to  his  aid,  forbore  to  do 
so  on  the  ground,  "  how  then  shall  the  Scriptures  be  ful- 
filled that  thus  it  must  be," — learn  in  this  distinctly  that 
nothing  can  hinder  the  exact  literal  and  full  accomplish- 
ment of  God's  word. 

2.  The  effects  ox  the  world  at  large  are  lastly 
brought  before  us.  "  AU  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall 
hear  all  the  goodness  that  I  do  unto  them,  and  they  shall 
fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  goodness  and  for  all  the  pros- 
perity that  I  procure  unto  it." 

The  way  in  which  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  will  afiFect 
all  nations  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  from  facts  that 
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are  arising  before  our  eyes,  and  from  the  dispersion  of  the 
Jews  among  all  nations.  Where  have  they  not  been  scat- 
tered, and  into  what  part  of  the  earth  have  they  not  been 
meted  out.  They  are  spread  over  the  East.  They  pervade 
each  kingdom  of  the  Western  Roman  empire.  Russia, 
and  Poland,  and  Prussia,  have  millions  of  Jews.  The 
last  Russian  census  gives  1,080,224  Jews  in  Russia,  apart 
from  Poland.  Africa  and  America  are  not  without  them. 
How  can  they  be  gathered  from  the  Niger  to  the  Volga  ; 
from  remotest  China  in  the  East,  to  Portugal  in  the  West, 
and  from  each  accessible  country  of  North  and  South 
America,  without  moving  every  land,  and  making  known 
through  the  earth  the  wonderful  works  of  God.  Various 
mighty  effects  of  divine  interposition,  removing  all  that  is 
hostile  to  Christ,  and  establishing  his  own  holy  and  happy 
kingdom,  seem  to  be  wrought  in  successive  steps  on  the 
Gentile  kingdoms  during  the  progi-ess  of  this  wonderful 
work  of  grace. 

Returning  mercies  to  Israel,  are  in  the  Scriptures,  after 
their  tempoi-ary  peaceable  possessions  of  their  own  land, 
in  a  partial  restoration,  followed  by  the  opposition  of  the 
last  form  of  Antichrist,  who  wages  war  against  them  when 
restored,  and  so  brings  down  upon  himself  and  his  adhe- 
rents, God's  terrible  judgments  yet  to  come  upon  an  un- 
godly world.  Fear  and  terror  then,  under  God's  judg- 
ments, are  the  first  effect  of  the  full  victory  and  triumph 
of  Israel.    It  is  tirst  thetj  shall  fear. 

This  is  followed  by  trembling  and  reverence  for 
the  majesty  and  mighty  works  of  God.  As  the  overthrow 
of  Haman  and  the  exaltation  of  Mordecai  caused  the  fear 
of  the  Jews  to  fall  on  every  province  and  city  of  Persia, 
so  the  overthrow  of  Antichrist  will  affect  all  nations.  The 
visible  interference  of  God  on  Elijah's  behalf  in  his  contest 
with  the  prophets  of  Baal,  made  all  the  people  fall  on  their 
faces,  and  cry  out,  "  The  Lord,  he  is  the  God,  the  Lord, 
he  is  the  God."  The  nations  of  the  earth  shall  say,  "  We 
will  go  with  3'ou,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you." 
Zech.  viii.  23. 
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With  this  will  be  joined,  adoring  wonder  at  the 
TRIUMPHS  of  redeeming  love.  Thus  all  nations  are  in- 
vited to  praise  him,  "  0  sing  unto  the  Lord  all  the  earth. 
0  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  for  he  hath  done  mar- 
vellous things  ;  his  own  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm,  hath 
gotten  him  the  victory."  It  is  such  an  illustration  of 
redeeming  love  as  must  affect  every  living  being.  If  the 
conversion  of  Saul  was  "  a  pattern  for  them  which  should 
hereafter  believe,"  and  he  became  the  great  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  what  will  the  conversion  of  the  whole  nation 
be,  but  "  life  from  the  dead"  to  the  world.  God's  bound- 
less mercy  to  the  Jews,  and  through  them  to  all  nations, 
will  produce  the  highest  admiration  of  his  goodness,  and 
the  profoundest  adoration  of  his  perfections.  The  song  of 
triumph  is  already  given  to  us  :  "  He  bath  remembered 
his  mercy  and  his  truth  toward  the  house  of  Israel ;  and  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 
Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth,  make  a 
loud  noise,  rejoice  and  sing  praise." 

These  words  lastly  include  the  submission  of  all 
NATIONS  to  the  sovereign  dispensations  of  God.  Murmur- 
ing and  grudging  against  Israel,  as  well  as  war  and  con- 
tention against  each  other,  will  cease  and  be  lost  in  the 
overwhelming  view  of  God's  glory.  All  the  sheep  of  every 
fold  brought  together,  "  There  shall  be  one  fold  and  one 
Shepherd."  The  Saviour's  prayer  will  be  fully  accom- 
plished in  that  day  :  "  The  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I 
have  given  them,  that  they  may  be  one  as  we  are  one  ;  I  in 
them  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in 
one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me, 
and  hast  loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me." 

From  the  largeness  of  the  subject,  I  can  only  thus  glance 
at  some  of  these  glorious  results,  and  must  now  briefly 
apply  the  whole.  I  would  do  this  by  putting  to  you  two 
questions. 

1.  Do  YOU  DESIRE  THE  GLORY  OP  YOUR  GoD  ?  This 

ought  to  be,  this  is,  the  first  desire  of  every  Christian. 
Love  to  God,  supreme  love  to  him,  is  the  sum  of  that  first 
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table  of  the  law,  zeal  for  which  has  remarkably  dis- 
tinguished the  Jewish  nation.  Even  in  rejecting  Christ, 
it  was  from  "  a  zeal  to  God,  but  not  according  to  know- 
ledge." However  this  may  be  left  out  of  the  wisdom  of 
this  world  in  the  days  in  which  we  live,  it  can  never  be 
left  out  of  his  mind,  who  is  taught  of  God  to  pray.  Hal- 
lowed be  Thy  name  !  You  may,  perhaps,  hitherto,  have 
thought  little  of  despising  the  Jew,  but  you  do  not,  you 
cannot,  think  little  of  disregarding  God's  glory.  Restored 
Israel  then  shall  most  remarkably  glorify  God.  Our 
Saviour  himself  thus  addresses  this  people,  "  Thou  shalt 
be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal 
diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God."  As  you  desire  then  the 
glory  of  God,  consider  and  weigh  well  his  promises  to 
Israel, — gain  an  understanding  of  his  purposes  of  love  ;  be- 
lieve simply  and  entirely  what  he  has  revealed  explicitly 
and  f>lainly,  whatever  miracles  of  grace,  and  power,  and 
goodness  may  be  required  for  their  accomplishment.  As 
you  desire  the  glory  of  God,  seek  the  welfare  of  Zion. 
Take  an  interest  in  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  pray  much 
for  them,  and  especially  aid  all  efforts  for  their  spiritual 
welfare. 

My  second  question  is.  Do  you  desire  the  best  hap- 
piness or  MEN  ?  This  is  the  grand  boast  of  the  present 
age  ;  a  regard  for  the  second  table  of  the  law  ;  a  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  the  human  race  at  large  ;  and  blessed  be 
God  for  every  real  manifestation  of  it :  for  Bible  and  Mis- 
sionary Societies,  and  all  Institutions  aiming  at  the  real 
good  of  man.  But  there  are  many  who  in  much  zeal  for 
the  fancied  good  of  man,  seem  ready  to  leave  God  out  of 
his  own  world  ;  eagerly  pursuing  the  plans  of  their  own 
wisdom  for  the  exaltation  of  man,  and  disregarding  those 
of  the  infinite  wisdom,  and  deeper  and  fuller  love  of  the 
God  and  Father  of  all.  My  dear  brethren,  we  cannot  have 
useful  knowledge  without  God,  universities  for  sound 
learning  without  Christianity,  general  temperance  with- 
out the  Gospel,  righteous  peace  without  the  reign  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  Britain's  national  glory  continued 
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vvitliout  hev  Protestant  principles.  Popery  is  the  Scriptu- 
ral Antichrist,  and  the  man  of  sin  ;  the  whore  of  Babylon, 
the  great  enemy  of  Christ  and  his  Church.  To  make  past 
sins  in  supporting  Popery,  precedents  for  fresh  sanction^ 
of  this  mystery  of  iniquity,  is  to  prefer  our  own  honour 
to  God's  honour,  and  to  justify,  and  continue  former 
national  acts  of  apostacy,  with  aggi-avated  rebellion  against 
our  only  Lord  and  King.  To  give  sanction  to  the  corrup- 
tions of  Popery,  and  to  endeavour  to  lower  the  plain  tes- 
timony of  our  Articles  against  those  corruptions,  is  to  be 
unfaithful  to  the  Church  to  which  we  belong,  and  fearfully 
unfaithful  to  Christ  the  Lord  of  glory.  The  Jew  himself 
may  lose  every  civil  disability,  and  have  power  entrusted 
to  him  by  us  over  our  Christian  state,  and  in  doing  so  we 
only  lose  our  national  Christianity,  and  the  Jew  renounces 
the  promised  glories  of  his  future  inheritance.  Men,  in 
their  indifference  to  a  national  profession  of  true  religion, 
may  easily  part  with  it,  and  the  Infidel  with  a  mockery  of 
kindness,  may  hail  the  measure  of  bestowing  our  national 
privileges  on  the  Jews.  Yet  what  is  this  but  rejecting 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  justif3'ing  his  cruci- 
fixion. That  very  Infidel,  when  the  Jew  shall  hereafter 
come  forth  as  the  remaining  bulwark  of  divine  truth,  will, 
under  the  last  Infidel  Antichrist,  shew  the  real  character 
of  this  assumed  kindness,  by  concentrating  all  the  bitter- 
ness of  apostate  Gentiles  against  restored  Israel.  When 
the  Jews  were,  in  times  past,  the  covenant  people  of 
God,  and  his  true  Church  was  amongst  them,  it  was  a 
blessed  thing  to  favour  them,  and  give  them  power  in  a 
state.  While  they  remain  in  rebellion,  however,  against 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  give  them  this  power  is  to  rebel 
ourselves  against  the  Lord  Jesus. 

How  sure  are  all  faithless  efforts  ultimately  to  fail  and 
recoil.  See  here,  my  brethren,  the  true  foundation  which 
God  has  laid  in  Zion  for  man's  best  happiness.  By  the 
Jew,  FAITHFUL  TO  GOD,  he  has  hitherto  communicatfid  ; 
by  the  Jew  faithful  to  God,  he  will  yet  communicate,  the 
highest  blessings  to  the  world.    But,  observe  well,  it  is 
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NOT  BY  UNCONVERTED  Jews  ;  01'  by  giving  the  trust  of 
power,  in  our  Christian  country,  to  unconverted  Jews. 
This  is  a  marked  evidence  of  national  apostacy,  and  a  seek- 
ing to  rob  the  Jew  of  his  real  inheritance,  and  make  him 
a  partaker  of  our  unbelief.  But  it  is  by  the  Jews  con- 
verted, repentant,  humbled,  and  restored,  that  he  will  bless 
the  human  race.  It  is  not  by  renouncing  Christ  and  his 
authority  ourselves  as  the  true  King  of  nations,  but  by 
leading  the  Jews  to  look  on  Him  whom  they  have  pierced, 
and  to  behold  his  glory  as  the  King  of  Israel,  that  we  shall 
be  real  blessings  to  mankind.  Four  thousand  years  since 
the  promise  was  made  to  Abraham,  "  In  thee  shall  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  be  blessed."  Would  you  really  bless 
the  earth,  then  turn  your  attention  to  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
and  seek  their  spiritual  welfare  ?  It  is  not  a  formal 
baptismal  regeneration,  without  faith,  hope,  and  love  : 
and  an  external  apostolical  succession,  which  Antichrist 
can  boast  ;  but  it  is  their  conversion  and  restoration,  that 
shall  be  life  from  the  dead  to  the  world.  The  plans  which 
mere  human  wisdom  forms  ;  or  the  taking  of  a  limited 
part,  even  of  the  divine  plan,  which  we  may  over  estimate, 
enter  not  into  the  extent  and  depth  of  the  evil  which  men 
think  they  can  thus  remedy.  Not  only  a  restored  Jeru- 
salem, but  every  thing  else  that  God  has  ordained  and  God 
has  predicted  to  come  to  pass,  will  be  found  to  be  required 
in  accomplishing  "  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteousness."  If  then  you  would  most 
effectually  promote  the  best,  and  highest,  and  most  endur- 
ing good  of  your  fellow-men,  you  must  enter  into  the 
Apostle's  feelings,  "  My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God 
for  Israel  is,  that  they  may  be  saved."  You  must  rise  to 
something  of  your  Saviour's  mind,  "  For  Zion's  sake,  I 
will  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  will 
not  rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  bright- 
ness, and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth." 

O  that  we  could  bring  our  beloved  country  to  enter  more 
into  the  scriptural  plan  for  securing  national  prosperity  ! 
We  bless  God  for  the  interest  with  which  this  subject  is 
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now  every  where  more  and  more  regarded  among  our  fel- 
low-Christians ;  and  we  have  good  hope  that  this  may 
spread  through  the  Church  of  Christ,  returning  tenfold 
spiritual  blessings  to  ourselves,  and  at  length  influence  our 
national  proceedings,  and  obtain  for  us  the  protection  and 
blessing  of  the  God  of  Israel,  the  only  trae  God,  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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DISCOURSE  XII. 

SIGN  .SHINING   WITH  THE  GLORY  OF  THE  LORD. 
[Preached  at  Watton,  December  6,  1840.] 

Isaiah  lx.  1,  2. 

Arise,  shitie,  for  thy  light  is  co'me,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  risen  upon  thee.  For  behold  tl^e  darlcness  shaU  cover 
the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people  ;  but  the  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee. 

The  whole  of  the  chapter  from  which  my  text  is  taken  re- 
lates to  the  future  glory  of  restored  Israel.  The  previous 
chapter  describes  a  state  of  abounding  sin  such  as  is  pre- 
dicted by  our  Lord.  "  ShaU  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect, 
which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  though  he  bear  long 
with  them  ?  I  tell  you  that  he  will  avenge  them  speedily. 
Nevertheless,  when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  ^hall  he  find 
faith  on  the  earth  ?  "    Luke  xviii.  7,  8. 

In  the  crisis,  when  truth  fails,  the  Spirit  of  God  lifts  up 
a  mighty  standard,  and  the  Redeemer  returns  to  Zion. 
"  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him,  and  the 
Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion."  Isaiah  lix.  19,  20.  This 
is  by  St.  Paul  directly  applied  to  a  coming  yet  future. 
Rom.  xi.  26.  "All  Israel  shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  written. 
There  shall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn 
away  ungodliness  from  Jacob," 
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We  have  then  the  inspired  assurance  of  St.  Paul  liim- 
self,  that  the  prophecy  helongs  to  the  literal  Israel, 
and  has  not  been  wholly  fulfilled  in  the  Christian  church. 
The  covenant  is  then  renewed  and  sealed  as  everlasting  : 
"  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have 
put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor 
out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of 
thy  seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for 
ever." 

Then  follows,  in  my  text,  this  lively  and  earnest  appeal 
to  Zion,  to  arise  and  enter  into  the  possession  of  her  long- 
delayed  and  now  long  returning  glory.*  "  Arise,  shine,  for 
thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon 
thee,"  a  call  the  more  earnest  from  the  prevailing  darkness 
of  the  world.  "  For  behold,  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  people."  Let  us  remember  that 
this  being  a  subject  on  which  we  can  know  nothing  but  by 
the  word  of  God,  it  is  altogether  a  matter  of  faith  ;  and  is 
beyond  the  mere  calculations  of  human  reason  ;  but  it  is 
the  highest  exercise  of  reason  to  search  the  Divine  word, 
and  to  submit  itself  to  the  revealed  will  of  God.  We  have 
simply  as  believers  to  learn  what  God  has  said,  and  then 
cordially  to  receive  it,  however  much  it  be  beyond  our 
thoughts,  and  however  little  it  be  in  accordance  with  the 
present  sentiments  or  the  prevailing  tastes  of  the  world,  or 
even  of  the  church  of  God. 

May  that  Divhie  Spirit,  whose  guidance  into  all  trutli 
and  shewing  of  things  to  come,  is  promised  to  the  people  of 
Christ,  be  graciously  imparted  to  us  in  the  consideration  of 
this  interesting  subject !    Let  us  notice, 

*  It  is  on  this  passage  Archbishop  Leigliton  makes  this  strilsing  remark — 
"  Undouljtedly  the  people  of  the  Jews  shall  once  more  be  commanded  to 
arise  and  shine,  and  their  return  shall  be  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and 
that  shall  be  a  more  glorious  time  than  ever  the  Church  of  God  did  jet 
behold.  Nor  is  there  any  inconvenience,  if  we  think  that  the  high  expres- 
sions of  this  prophecy  have  some  spiritual  reference  to  that  time,  since  the 
great  doctor  of  the  Gentiles  applies  some  words  of  the  former  chapter  to 
that  purpose  (Rom.  xi.  29).  They  forget  a  main  part  of  the  Church's  glory 
that  pray  not  daily  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews."  The  reader  is  also  referred 
to  a  valuable  discourse  of  Dr.  McCaul's  on  this  text,  in  his  volume  of  Ser- 
mons recently  published. 
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I.  The  spiritual  darkness  of  the  Gentile  world, 

II.  The  glory  which  dawns  upon  Zion. 

III.  Zion's  recovered  dignity  and  blessedness. 

I.  The  SPIRITUAL  darkness  of  the  gentile  world. 

"  For  behold  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and  gross 
darkness  tlie  people."  This  judgment  of  the  word  of  God 
is  widely  different  from  the  views  of  worldly  men,  and 
even  of  many  Christians,  whom  the  boastful  spirit  of  the 
age  deceives  into  a  neglect  of  the  plain  warnings  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

Let  us  then  observe, 

1.  This  darkness  is  attended  with  much  natural 
knowledge.  It  is  very  plainly  described  as  one  evidence 
of  the  last  days  ;  "  Many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and  know- 
ledge shall  be  increased."  Dan.  xii.  4.  As  in  the  case  of 
Babylon  of  old,  so  it  is  now.  "  Thou  hast  trusted  in  thy 
wickedness,  thou  hast  said,  None  seeth  me.  Thy  wisdom 
and  thy  knowledge  it  hath  perverted  thee,  and  thou  hast 
said  in  thine  heart,  I  am,  and  none  else  beside  me.''  Isa. 
xlvii.  10.  The  scriptural  accounts  of  the  last  times  give 
us  all  the  marks  of  unholy  wisdom,  widely  prevailing, 
"  ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth."  2  Thess.  iii.  7.  By  the  darkness  here  pre- 
dicted it  is  not  meant  that  art  and  science  shall  decline,  but 
all  will  be  perverted  and  abused.  The  heart  being  blinded  by 
sin  and  ungodliness,  men  will  be  under  that  sentence, 
"Woe  to  them  that  call  evil  good  and  good  evil,  that  put 
darkness  for  light  and  light  for  darkness,  that  put  bitter 
for  sweet  and  sweet  for  bitter  !  Woe  to  them  that  are 
wise  in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  sight." 
Isa.  V.  21,  22.  Thus  Tyre  sinned  before,  and  so  England 
now  sins.  "  Behold,  thou  art  wiser  than  Daniel  :•  there  is 
no  secret  tliat  they  can  hide  from  thee.  With  thy  wisdom 
and  with  thy  understanding  thou  hast  gotten  thee  riches, 
and  hast  gotten  gold  and  silver  into  thy  treasures.  By 
thy  great  wisdom  and  by  thy  traffic  hast  thou  increased 
thy  riches,  and  thine  heart  is  lifted  up,  because  of  thy 
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riches."  Ezek.  xxviii.  8 — 5.  Here  is  all  the  skill  and 
knowledge,  with  all  the  spiritual  darkness  of  worldliness, 
covering  a  nation,  previous  to  its  ruin.  "  Every  man,"  as 
Jeremiah  describes, is  "brutish by  his  knowledge."  Jer.  x.l4. 

2.  This  darkness  is  connected  with  great  boast- 
ing OF  LIGHT.  Men  expect  great  things  from  their  ac- 
quisitions and  works  of  iniquity  ;  and  as  it  is  described  in 
the  chapter  before  my  text,  "  we  wait  for  light,  but  behold 
obscurit}'  ;  for  brightness,  but  we  walk  in  darkness." 
Thus  the  apostle  Paul  describes  the  darkness  ;  "This  know 
also  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times  shall  come,  for 
men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters, 
proud,  blasphemers."  2  Tim.  iii.  1,  2.  Even  in  the  church 
of  Christ  there  is  a  partaking  at  the  least  in  the  same 
spirit :  the  Laodicean  spirit  of  saying,  "  I  am  rich  and  in- 
creased with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing."  Rev.  iii. 
17.  This  boasting  proud  spirit  is  of  itself  a  real  cause  of 
darkness.  Invariably  is  it  found  that  "  with  the  lowly 
is  wisdom  ; "  while  the  proud  ever  walk  in  darkness. 
"  Professing  themselves  wise  they  become  fools."  0  how 
possible  is  it  to  be  surrounded  with  every  kind  of  earthly 
wisdom  and  advantage,  and  to  rejoice  in  it  as  great  gain  : 
and  yet  as  to  the  true  light  of  man,  to  be  really  dark  and 
gloomy.  "Behold,  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compass 
yourselves  about  with  sparks,  that  walk  in  the  light  of 
your  fire,  and  in  the  sparks  that  ye  have  kindled.  This 
shall  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  shall  lie  down  in  sorrow." 
Isaiah  1.  11. 

3.  The  grand  source  of  this  darkness  is  unbe- 
lief. How  carefully  has  the  apostle  warned  us  Gentile 
Christians  on  this  very  head.  When  saying  of  tlie  Jews, 
"  The  branches  were  broken  off,  that  I  might  be  grafted  in, 
the  apostle  tells  us,  Well,  because  of  unbelief  they  were 
broken  off,  and  thou  standest  by  faith  ;  be  not  high-minded, 
but  fear.  For  if  God  spared  not  the  natural  branches,  take 
heed  lest  he  also  spare  not  thee."  And  then  he  afterwards 
leaves  the  solemn  impression  that  we  too  shall  fall 
away,   "  God  hath  concluded   all  in  unbelief."  Rom. 
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xi.  19 — 21,  32.  Many  things  have  tended  to  bring  on  this 
unbelief  in  the  Gentile  cliurches.  The  long  season  of 
grace  continued  to  us  for  1800  years  has  been  abused  ;  the 
long  suspension  of  God's  miraculous  working  has  made 
fools  say  in  their  hearts,  There  is  no  God  :  the  growing  dis- 
tractions and  divisions  in  the  churches  have  tended  greatly 
to  weaken  men's  faith  in  all  divine  truth  :  the  changes  of 
men's  minds,  from  superstition  to  infidelity,  and  from  infi- 
delity to  superstition,  have  farther  impeded  all  faith  in  God's 
word.  The  wide  intercourse  of  all  parts  of  the  world  with 
other  parts  has  had  a  similar  effect  ;  Protestants  and  pa- 
pists, Mahoniedans  and  Heathens,  all  intermingle  continu- 
ally with  each  other  in  politics,  in  treaties,  in  comnaerce, 
in  travelling,  in  social  intercourse,  and  mutually  sink  all 
religious  peculiarities  and  all  mention  of  God's  truth  ;  anct 
hence  lose  all  sense  of  its  supreme  importance  ;  these  things 
have  combined  together  to  bring  on  a  habit  of  hardened 
indifference  to  divine  truth.  Thus  the  heart  is  blinded, 
and  the  understanding  is  darkened,  and  the  thick  veil  of 
unbelief  is  spread  over  the  mind.  Spiritual  darkness  thus 
"  covers  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people." 

4.  This  darkness  spread  over  the  unconverted 
IN  every  land  will  thicken  till  our  ^viour's  re- 
turn. Discern,  indeed,  the  clear  distinction  which  the 
scriptures  make  between  the  children  of  light  and  the  chil- 
dren of  darkness,  the  children  of  the  day  and  the  children 
of  the  night.  Thus  the  apostle  says  to  God's  faithful  peo- 
ple, "  Ye,  brethren,  are  not  in  darkness,  that  that  day 
should  overtake  you  as  a  thief.  Ye  are  all  the  children  of 
the  light  and  of  the  day.  We  are  not  of  the  night  nor  of 
darkness."  As  some  of  the  most  solemn  and  delightful 
seasons  of  worship  may  have  been  in  the  darkest  and 
dreariest  of  wintry  nights  ;  and  the  lights,  and  the  Psalms, 
and  the  music,  and  the  instruction,  be  more  prized  as  con- 
trasted with  the  outer  darkness  ;  so  we  are  assured  it  shall 
then  be  in  the  midst  of  the  last  black  tempest  of  divine 
wrath  against  the  mystical  Assyrian  ;  it  is  said  to  the 
people  of  God,  "  Ye  shall  have  a  song  as  in  the  night  wlien 
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a  holy  solemnity  is  kept ;  and  gladness  of  heart,  as  when 
one  goeth  with  a  pipe  to  come  into  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord,  the  mighty  One  of  Israel."  Isaiah  xxx.  29. 
But  the  shining  of  this  light  aggravates  the  sin  of  the 
wicked.  Light  resisted  leaves  men  in  greater  darkness, 
and  under  heavier  condemnation.  The  Jews  rejecting 
the  light  of  the  gospel  brought  by  Christ  and  his  apostles 
in  such  brightness  before  them,  became  more  and  more 
blinded  and  hardened,  so  that  their  own  historian,  Jose- 
phus,  said  of  them,  neither  did  any  city  ever  suffer  such 
miseries,  nor  did  any  age  ever  bring  forth  a  generation 
more  fruitful  in  wickedness,  than  this  was,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world.*  Tims  the  Gospel  is  "a  savour  of 
death  unto  death,  as  well  as  of  life  unto  life."  And  in  pro- 
portion as  the  true  light  shines  and  men  resist  it,  they 
become  more  and  more  blinded,  benighted,  and  hardened  in 
sin.  It  is  thus  that  increasing  light  and  piety  in  the 
church  may  produce  increasing  darkness  and  wickedness 
among  those  who  oppose  the  truth.  Increasing  dispensa- 
tions of  blessedness  to  God's  people,  and  enlarged  favour  to 
them,  do  but  the  more  harden  the  wicked  in  their  wick- 
edness. Just  as  the  special  favour  shewn  to  the  Israelites 
in  Egypt,  all  through  the  plagues  sent  from  God  on  the 
Egyptians,  and  at  length  the  deliverance  of  God's  people 
from  Egypt,  and  their  passage  through  the  Red  Sea,  still 
farther  hardened  Pharaoh  and  his  hosts  to  their  ruin  ;  so 
the  increasing  protection  and  love  shewn  by  God  to  his 
people  in  the  last  tribulation,  and  even  his  translation  of 
them  to  their  glory,  will,  we  have  reason  to  expect,  only 
the  more  harden  the  wicked,  till  there  be  no  remedy.  The 
severest  judgments  thus  become  indispensable  as  the  only 
means  left  for  dispelling  their  darkness.  This  is  according 
to  the  prediction,  "  I  will  make  my  judgment  rest  for  a 
light  of  the  people."  Isaiah  li.  4.  The  darkness  which 
spring  from  abused  grace  can  only  be  dispelled  by  the 
light  of  judgments. 

0  my  brethren,  how  solemn,  how  awakening  should 

*  Josephns'  Works,  book  5,  chap.  10. 
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these  truths  be  to  our  minds  !  Far  indeed,  in  the  present 
generation,  are  we  from  the  Christian  world's  liaving  any 
reason  for  glorying  in  the  holy,  spiritual,  and  heavenly- 
minded  character  of  the  church  at  large.  An  apostacy  has 
taken  place  throughout  all  Christendom,  and  the  dark 
signs  of  the  last  days  are  every  where  spread  over  the 
visible  churches  of  Christ  througli  the  world.  Not  boast- 
ing, but  humiliation,  not  exultation,  but  weeping  over 
those  neglecting  Christ,  and  sighing  over  all  the  abomi- 
nations that  are  done  by  those  who  call  themselves  Chris- 
tians, specially  becomes  u"§.  0  may  his  goodness  lead  us 
to  repentance.  Maj'  we  rend  our  hearts,  and  turn  unto 
"  the  Lord  our  God  ;  for  he  is  gracious  and  merciful,  slow 
to  anger  and  of  great  kindness,  and  repenteth  him  of  the 
evil.  Who  knoweth  if  he  will  return  and  repent,  and 
leave  a  blessing  behind  hiui."    Joel  ii.  13,  14. 

And  God  has  prepared  means  for  the  true  enlightening 
of  men's  minds  ;  but  not  after  their  thoughts  and  devices  ; 
not  by  their  wisdom  and  contrivance,  but  in  a  way  dis- 
regarded and  despised  by  the  wise  in  this  world  ;  for  his 
way  is  by  returning  mercies  to  that  nation  whom  the 
Gentiles  in  their  pride  and  high-miudedness  have  so  long 
trodden  under  foot  and  counted  a  proverb  and  a  bye-word. 

We  proceed  to  consider, 

II.  The  glory  which  dawns  upon  Zion. 

This  is  twice  repeated  :  "  Thy  light  is  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee."  And  again,  "  The 
Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  in 
thee."  As  the  Lord  delights  in  mercy,  so  he  repeats  again 
and  again  consolatry  promises.  As  the  mercy  has  been  so 
long  delayed,  he  renews  again  and  again  the  assurance  of 
its  really  finally  coming,  at  the  appointed  time. 

1.  The  Lord  in  person  is  the  source  of  this  glory. 
He  will  himself  appear  for  his  people  Israel  in  their  last 
trouble,  when  restored  to  their  own  land.  Their  trouble, 
our  Lord's  appearance  to  them  in  it,  and  their  final  deliver- 
ance from  it,  are  continually  joined  together  in  the  scrip- 
V  a 
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tures.  Jer.  xxx.  7 — 9.  Joel  ii.  10,  1].  Dan.  xii.  1. 
Matt.  xxiv.  29,  30.  The  last  words  spoken  by  our  Lord 
to  the  Jewish  multitude  at  large  were,  "  Behold  your 
house  is  left  unto  you  desolate  ;  for  I  say  unto  you,  Ye 
shall  not  see  me  henceforth  till  ye  shall  say,  Blessed  is  he 
that  Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Matt,  xxiii.  38, 
39.  The  desolation  of  the  house  of  Judah  continues ; 
the  blessing  waits  for  his  return.  It  is  their  great  trouble 
that  makes  them  at  length  welcome  him  back.  The  last 
words  spoken  by  our  Lord  to  the  high  priests  of  Israel 
were,  "  I  say  unto  you,  hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of 
man  sitting  on  the  riglit  hand  of  power  and  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven."  Matt.  xxvi.  64.  He  will  then  thus 
render  himself  visible  to  the  Jews.  Most  solemnly  did  he 
testify  to  his  disciples,  when  speaking  to  them  of  the  end 
of  this  dispensation,  "  Immediately  after  the  tribulation  of 
tliose  days  shall  tlie  sun  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall 
not  give  her  light,  and  the  stars  shall  fall  from  heaven, 
and  the  powers  of  the  heaven  shall  be  shaken.  And  then 
shall  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  man  in  heaven  ;  and 
then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and  they  shall 
see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with 
power  and  great  glory."  Matt.  xxiv.  29,  .30.  This  is  the 
time  of  which  he  has  of  old  predicted,  "  Then  shall  the  Lord 
go  forth  and  fight  against  those  nations,  as  when  he  fought 
in  the  day  of  battle.  And  his  feet  shall  stand,  in  that 
day,  upon  the  ]\lountof  Olives,  which  is  before  Jerusalem," 
Zech.  xiv.  3,  4.  Nothing  less  tiian  a  personal  visible  ap- 
pearance of  our  Immanuel,  Christ,  in  his  glorified  humanity, 
appears  to  me  to  be  here  plainly  predicted.  How  often  is 
this  repeated  !  How  earnestly  St.  Peter  calls  the  Jews  to 
repentance  in  the  assurance  of  this  salvation. — "  Repent, 
ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  tliat  your  sins  may  be 
blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ, 
which  before  was  preached  unto  you  :  whom  the  heavens 
must  receive  until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things 
which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  pro- 
phets since  the  world  began."    Acts  iii.  19 — 21. 
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2.  This  light  in  its  fulness  is  the  peculiar  privi- 
lege OF  ZioN.  Clirist  is  the  light  of  which  the  prophet 
speaks  ;  the  light  which  eminently  belongs  to  Zion.  So 
the  aged  Simeon  speaks,  "  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy 
servant  depart  in  peace ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of 
thy  people  Israel."  Luke  ii.  29—32.  The  Mount  of  Olives 
is  the  appointed  scene  of  our  Saviour's  return.  Ascending 
from  thence,  he  will  return  thither :  "  This  same  Jesus 
which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven  shall  so  come  in 
like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  Acts 
i.  11.  And  the  prophet  Zechariah,  speaking  of  his  return, 
as  we  have  noticed,  when  his  feet  shall  stand  in  that  day 
upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  which  is  before  Jerusalem  on 
the  east,  gives  us  the  farther  assurance. — "  The  Lord  my 
God  shall  come,  and  all  the  saints  with  thee."  Zech.  xiv. 
4,  5.  Jerusalem  is  the  appointed  place  of  his  manifested 
glory.  As  Ezekiel  foretels,  (xliii.  7.)  "  Son  of  man,  the 
place  of  my  throne,  and  the  place  of  the  soles  of  my  feet, 
where  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  children  of  Israel 
for  ever,  and  my  holy  name  shall  the  house  of  Israel  no 
more  defile,  neither  they,  nor  their  kings,  by  their  wliore- 
dom."  Hence  we  gather  that  the  very  place  thus  dis- 
honoured by  idolatry  shall  be  redeemed  and  honoured  by 
the  residence  of  our  Lord.  Israel  is  his  people  by  a  pecu- 
liar covenant,  and  he  belongs  to  Israel  in  a  peculiar  rela- 
tion, "  Of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came, 
who  is  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever."  Rom.  ix.  5.  His 
first  mission  in  the  days  of  his  first  appearing  in  our  flesh 
was  "  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel ; "  and  so 
in  his  second  appearing,  in  his  coming  glory,  he  will  first 
be  "their  light  and  their  glory."  Others  are  his,  but  not 
with  the  specialties  of  the  covenant  with  Israel,  "  not  by 
thy  covenant."  Ezek.  xvi.  01.  So  in  the  words  following 
our  text — "  The  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light  and  kings 
to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising."  There  is  then  to  be  a 
peculiar  manifestation  of  the  presence  and  glory  of  Christ 
in  the  midst  of  the  restored  Jewish  nation.    He  will  dwell 
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there,  in  such  displays  of  himself  that  the  name  of  the 
CITY  SHALL  BE,  The  Lord  IS  THERE.    Ezek.  xlviii.  35. 

3.  This  light  shall  be  surprisingly  glorious.  Of 
the  Gospel  in  its  first  dawn  on  the  world,  it  is  said,  "  Even 
that  which  was  made  glorious  had  no  glory  in  this  respect, 
by  reason  of  the  glor}' that  excelleth.  For  if  that  which 
was  done  away  was  glorious,  much  more  that  which  re- 
maineth  is  glorious."  But  as  God's  counsel  of  love  unfolds, 
the  glory  becomes  more  and  more  full.  The  gospel  is  now 
"  the  light  of  the  Gentiles  ;  "  but  it  is  to  be  hereafter  "  the 
glory  of  his  people  Israel."  This  glory  will  far  surpass 
all  previous  revelations  of  God  in  many  important  respects. 

It  will  excel  all  previous  dispensations. — 

(1.)  In  the  full  display  of  God's  attributes.  The 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  manifested  to  us  as  all  his  perfections 
are  displayed  in  Christ  Jesus.  Thus  Moses,  when  he  asked 
to  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  had  revealed  to  him  the  name 
of  the  Lord — "  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  long-suffering  and  abundant  in  goodness  and 
truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiving  iniquity, 
and  transgression,  and  sin,  and  that  will  by  no  means 
clear  the  guilty."  Exod.  xxxiv.  7,  8.  Thus  Isaiah  (vi. 
1 — ±.)  saw  the  gloiy  of  the  Lord,  when  favoured  with  the 
vision  of  the  Lord  sitting  "  upon  a  throne  high  and  lifted 
up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple,"  and  the  seraphims 
veiling  their  faces,  "  one  cried  unto  another,  and  said. 
Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  glory."  Thus  will  it  be  when  the  King  of  glory 
returns  from  heaven  and  sits  upon  "the  throne  of  his 
glory  ; "  the  righteousness  and  mercy,  the  infinite  patience 
and  persevering  goodness,  the  wisdom  and  truth,  the  holi- 
ness and  loving-kindness  of  God,  will  be  displayed  to  all 
creation  as  they  have  never  been  before.  "  In  thy  light 
shall  we  see  light."  In  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  the 
enraptured  John  saw  descending  out  of  heaven,  from  God, 
having  the  glory  of  God,  "  he  saw  no  temple,  for  the  Lord 
God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple  of  it.  And 
the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon  to 
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shine  in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof."  This  indeed  is  the  glory  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  but  in  this  glory  the  nations  left 
upon  the  earth  have  a  portion,'  for  it  is  added,  "  And  the 
nations  (of  them  which  are  saved*)  shall  walk  in  the 
light  of  it,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory 
and  honour  into  it."  Here  then  is  one  surpassing  excel- 
lence of  this  glory,  that  God  shall  be  seen  to  an  extent 
that  the  apostle  describes  as  the  "  tabernacle  of  God  being 
with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be 
his  people." 

(2.)  This  will  excel  all  previous  dispensations  in  the 
MANIFESTED  PRESENCE  OF  Christ.  When  on  earth,  the 
three  favoured  disciples  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration 
"  beheld  the  glory  of  Christ  as  of  the  only-begotten  of 
the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth."  All  his  disciples 
now  do  by  faith  truly  behold  his  spiritual  beauty,  loveli- 
ness and  glory.  But  this  glory  will  then  not  be  a  concealed 
glory,  veiled  and  hidden  from  men,  but  it  will  be  visible 
to  all  creation.  "Behold,  he  cometh  Avith  clouds,  and 
every  eye  shall  see  him."  Rev.  i,  7.  The  dwelling  of 
Christ  in  Jerusalem,  and  sitting  on  the  throne  of  David, 
infinitely  surpassing  botli  in  visible  and  spiritual  glory 
any  thing  that  the  world  has  ever  yet  seen  or  imagined, 
is  not  merely  an  enlarged  communication  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  though  this  also  accompanies  it :  but  it  is  a  per- 
sonal appearance,  in  visible  form,  as  when  he  appeared  on 
the  mount.  The  transfiguration  was  a  sure  pledge,  earn- 
est and  foretaste  of  "  the  power  and  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,"  as  St.  Peter  assures  us.  (2  Peter  i.  16 — 18.) 
It  is  the  seed  of  the  woman,  that  is  to  bruise  the  head  of 
the  serpent,  (Gen.  iii.  15.)  "  possess  the  gate  of  his  enemies," 
and  bless  "  all  the  nations  of  the  earth."  Gen.  xxii.  17, 
18.    It  is  the  virgin's  Son  that  has  given  "  to  him  the 

*  The  best  manuscripts,  see  Griesbach  and  Mattbeus,  omit  tlie  words 
which  arc  rendered  in  our  version  nj  them  ticat  are  snotd,  whicli  seem  to  have 
been  introduced  from  the  Scholia  of  Andreas.  The  more  accurate  reading 
seems  to  be  nfpiTta/njaeai  to  iOvt)  5ia  tou  ipuTos  oottjs — the  Mitions 
ahaU  ■walk  hy  ttie  light  of  it. 
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throne  of  David,"  and  is  to  "  reign  over  the  house  of 
Jacob  for  ever."  His  birth  was  literal,  his  humiliation 
was  literal,  his  death  M-as  literal,  and  his  coming  back 
and  his  reign  must  be  literal  and  visible.  Mary  might 
more  justly  have  spiritualized  her  conception  and  his  birth, 
than  we  can  justly  spiritualize  his  return,  his  kingdom 
and  his  manifested  glory. 

I  agree,  on  these  grounds,  with  my  beloved  brother,  Mr. 
McNeile,  that  "  the  appearance  of  the  Lord  therefore, 
Jesus,  the  King  of  the  Jews,  when  he  shall  return  to  this 
earth,  and  execute  judgment  and  justice  in  the  earth, 
will  not  be  any  mysterious  Shechinah  or  obscure  Cheru- 
bim, as  in  typical  days  of  old,  but  plainly  a  man,  with 
risen  flesh  and  bones,  in  figure  as  a  man,  and  beaming 
with  the  glory  of  God."  As  on  the  mount  it  was  really 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  his  human  nature,  though  "  he 
was  transfigured  before  them,  and  the  fashion  of  his  coun- 
tenance was  altered,  and  his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun, 
and  his  raiment  became  shining  and  glistering,  exceeding 
white  as  snow,  or  as  the  light ;  so  will  he  appear  on  earth 
at  Jerusalem,  the  city  of  the  great  King.  Matt.  xvii. 
Mark  ix.  Luke  ix.  That  this  is  a  representation  of  his 
glory  at  his  return  we  have  a  distinct  notice  by  each 
evangelist,  (Matt.  xvii.  27,  28.  Mark  viii.  31  ;  ix.  1. 
Luke  ix.  26,  27.)  as  well  as  by  the  apostle  Peter.  2  Peter 
ii.  16 — 18.  0  happy  believers  who  are  interested  in  that 
praj'er  of  the  Lord's,  "  I  will  that  they  whom  thou  hast 
given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold 
my  glory,  which  thou  hast  given  me.  John  xvii.  24.  0 
transporting  prospect !  that  "  when  Christ  who  is  our 
life  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear  with  him  in 
glory."  0  may  you  be  there  too,  "  my  joy  and  crown  of 
rejoicing  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  his 
coming."    1  Thess.  ii.  19. 

(3.)  This  will  excel  all  previous  dispensations  in  the 
LARGE  OUTPOURING  OF  THE  HoLY  SpiRiT.  Here  is  the 
true  power  and  strength  for  all  creature-holiness  and  bless- 
edness.   Never  can  we  imagine  human  beings  living  on 
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this  earth  in  holy  feelings  and  heavenly  affections,  but  as 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  given  to  them.  Bright  as  is  described 
to  be  the  glory  of  Christ  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration, 
when  "his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun  and  his  raiment  was 
white  as  the  light,"  this  is  but  the  outward  expression  of 
that  internal  spiritual  light  and  knowledge,  holiness  and 
gladness  which  the  Lord  Jesus  communicates  to  all  around, 
enabling  them  to  exult  with  Simeon,  "  Mine  eyes  have 
seen  thy  salvation,"  but  with  no  feeling  like  Simeon's  of 
departing,  or  leaving  ;  but  with  another  Simeon's  feeling, 
"  Lord,  it  is  good  to  be  here  ; "  and  with  the  additional 
assurance  that  we  shall  enjoy  it  for  ever.  The  scriptures 
lead  us  to  this  important  truth  that  the  gift  of  the  Spirit 
is  ever  connected  with  and  in  proportion  to  the  revelation 
of  the  Saviour's  glory.  The  fullest  revelation  of  that 
glory  in  his  heavenly  reign,  is  connected  with  the  fullest 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  Thus  when  the  prophet  had 
foretold,  "  the  people  shall  dwell  in  Zion  at  Jerusalem  ; 
thou  shalt  weep  no  more,"  he  tells  us,  "there  shall  be 
upon  every  high  mountain  and  upon  every  high  hill, 
rivers  and  streams  of  water,  in  the  day  of  the  great 
slaughter,  when  the  towers  fall.  Moreover  the  light  of 
the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the  light  of 
the  sun  shall  be  sevenfold,  as  the  light  of  seven  daj's,  in 
the  day  that  the  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach  of  his  people 
and  healeth  the  stroke  of  their  wound."  Isa.  xxx.  19,  25, 
2C>.  In  the  glowing  prediction  of  the  reign  of  Christ,  in 
the  32nd  chapter  of  Isaiah,  after  describing  the  preceding 
desolation  removed  by  the  reign  of  the  righteous  King, 
then  the  prophet  shews  how  that  change  is  connected  also 
with  the  large  gift  of  the  Spirit.  The  desolation  is  to  con- 
tinue "  until  the  Spirit  be  pourod  upon  us  from  on  high, 
and  the  wilderness  be  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field 
be  counted  for  a  forest ;  then  judgment  shall  dwell  in  the 
wilderness,  and  righteousness  remain  in  the  fruitful  field." 
So,  in  the  words  preceding  the  very  call  of  our  text  to 
arise  and  shine,  is  the  promise — "My  spirit  is  upon  thee." 
Isaiah  lix.  21.  Similar  promises  are  numerous.  Psalm 
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Ixxii.  6,  Hosea  vi.  2,  3.  Isaiah  xxxv.  4 — 7.  Ezek. 
xxxiv.  23,  24,  26  ;  xxxvii.  9—25  ;  xxxix.  29.  Zech.  xii. 
8—10;  xiv.  3,  4,  8,  9.  Joel  ii.  28;  iii.  17.  Showers  of 
blessing,  and  floods  on  the  dry  ground  are  the  large  figures 
used.  Isaiah  xliv.  3.  The  pledge  of  their  constantly  be- 
holding the  face  of  the  Lord  is  connected  witli  this  pro- 
mise, "  Neither  will  1  hide  my  face  any  more  from  them, 
for  I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit  upon  the  house  of  Israel, 
saith  the  Lord  God."  Ezek.  xxxix.  29.  We  may  then  be 
fully  assured  that  the  personal  reign  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  on  earth,  wiU  especially  honour,  illustrate  and 
magnify  the  woi-k  of  the  Spirit,  producing  in  Judea  and 
among  aU  flesh,  lovel}'  fruits  of  righteousness,  similar  to 
what  the  world  saw  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  but  difi^used 
and  spread  through  the  habitable  globe . 

(4.)  This  will  excel  all  previocs  dispensations  in 

THE  FULHESS  OF  THE  IMPARTED  BLESSINGS.      TllUS  the 

most  opposite  graces  will  shine  in  the  same  people.  When 
the  Jews  are  restored  to  tlie  land  of  Israel,  it  is  said, 
"  Then  shall  ye  remember  your  ways  and  all  your  doings, 
wherein  ye  have  been  defiled,  and  ye  shall  loathe  your- 
selves in  your  own  sight  for  all  your  evils  that  ye  have 
committed."  Ezek.  sx.  43.  How  striking  the  self-abase- 
ment, contrition  and  Immility  !  And  yet  how  wonderful 
the  holiness !  aU  sanctified  as  "  priests  unto  the  Lord." 
Isa.  Ixi.  6.  "  Ye  sliall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests 
and  an  holy  nation."  Exod.  xix.  6.  "  In  that  day  there 
shall  be  upon  the  bells  of  the  horses.  Holiness  unto  the 
Lord  !  and  the  pots  in  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  like  the 
bowls  before  the  altar  ;  yea,  every  pot  in  Jerusalem  and 
in  Judea  shall  be  holiness  unto  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  Zech. 
xiv.  20,  21.  The  same  graces  of  knowledge,  zeal,  love, 
patience,  humility,  devotedness,  warm  and  tender  interest 
in  all  others,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  which  so  beautified 
the  apostle  Paul,  who  was  a  pattern  to  them  that  came 
after,  will  probably  be  largely  given  to  this  favoured  peo- 
ple ;  the  devotion  of  John,  the  warmth  of  Peter,  the  glow 
of  Isaiah,  the  tenderness  of  Jeremiah,  and  the  faith  of 
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Abraham,  ai'e  but  first-fruits  of  the  harvest  of  Jewish 
believers,  and  the  glory  which  will  redound  in  the  fruits 
of  righteousness  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  in  restored 
Israel.  0  what  blessings  will  flow  from  the  perfect  com- 
bination of  zeal  and  patience,  righteousness  and  grace, 
firmness  and  mercy,  fervour  and  tenderness,  over-flowing 
bounty,  compassion,  sympathy,  goodness  and  liberal  love, 
joined  to  holiness  and  devotedness,  wisdom  and  judgment 
in  one  universally  righteous  nation.  The  fulness  of  im- 
parted blessings  in  restored  Israel  has  yet  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  world. 

III.    Zion's  recovered  dignity  and  blessedness. 

The  dignity  of  Zion  recovered  is  marked  in  the  direction. 
Arise  ;  and  her  blessedness,  in  that  to  shine. 

1.  The  recovered  dignity  of  Zion.  The  special 
direction  is  to  arise. 

Zion  is  supposed  to  be  sitting  in  the  dust,  degraded  and 
oppressed.  Babylon  says,  "  I  sit  as  a  queen  and  am  no 
widow,  and  shall  see  no  sorrow;"  (Rev.  xviii.  7-)  and 
therefore  God's  message  to  Babylon  is,  "  Come  down  and 
sit  in  the  dust,  O  virgin  daughter  of  Babylon  ;  sit  on  the 
ground,  there  is  no  throne,  0  daughter  of  the  Chaldeans." 
Isaiah  xlvii.  1,  2.  The  very  opposite  is  the  situation  of 
Zion.  She  now  sits  in  the  dust,  and  then  to  her  it  is  said, 
as  in  ch.  lii.  42, — "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength, 
O  Zion  ;  put  on  thy  beautiful  garment,  0  Jerusalem,  the 
holy  city  ;  for  henceforth  there  shall  no  more  come  unto 
thee  the  uncircumcised  and  the  unclean.  Shake  thyself 
from  the  dust ;  arise,  and  sit  down,  0  Jerusalem,  loose 
thyself  from  the  bands  of  thy  neck,  0  captive  daughter  of 
Zion." 

The  direction  to  arise  supposes  the  long  and  dark  night 
which  has  passed  over  Zion,  so  that  the  people  are  ready 
to  give  up  hope  of  the  returning  sun.  The  prophet 
sees  the  first  beams  of  day,  stands  as  it  were  in  the  very 
age  we  are  living,  with  all  the  cheering  symptoms  of  the 
approaching  morning,  and  calls  on  Zion  to  arise  from  her 
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darkness,  and  gloom,  and  misery,  and  take  that  standing 
of  dignity  and  blessedness  which  the  Lord  has  designed 
for  her. 

The  peculiar  dignity  of  Zion  is  composed  of  many  parts 
and  elements. 

National  antiquity.  What  nation  can  shew  so 
clear,  so  marked,  and  unequivocal  a  descent  for  4000  years, 
from  so  illustrious  an  ancestor  as  Abraham,  the  father  of 
the  faithful  ?  How  short  and  limited  is  any  other  ancestry 
of  princedom  and  nobility  compared  with  theirs !  What 
nation  has  such  illustrious  names  as  the  Jewish  has  ?  The 
glorious  company  of  the  apostles,  and  the  goodly  fellow- 
ship of  the  prophets  are  theirs  :  Patriarchs  and  righteous 
kings  are  theirs;  God  himself  has  taken  as  his  name  and 
memorial  unto  all  generations  that  he  is  "  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob."  And  to  com- 
l^lete  their  national  glorj',  not  only  are  the  fathers  theirs, 
but  of  them,  "  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who 
is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever."  Rom.  ix.  4. 

Long  and  dear-bought  experience  is  theirs. 
We  venerate  those  who  have  gone  through  peculiar  suffer- 
ings, issuing  in  their  fuller  glory.  Thus  Joseph's  sufferings 
prepared  the  way  for  his  glory.  Thus  Job  was  exalted  to 
double  honour.  Thus  Paul  was  shewn  how  great  things 
he  was  to  suffer  for  the  name  of  Christ.  And  so  it  is  pro- 
mised that  it  shall  be  with  Jerusalem.  "  For  your  shame 
ye  shall  have  double,  and  for  confusion  they  shall  rejoice 
in  their  portion  ;  therefore  in  their  land  they  shall  possess 
the  double  ;  everlasting  joy  shall  be  unto  them."  Isa.  Ixi, 
7.  Now  what  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  can  compare 
with  the  suffering  of  Israel :  "  Behold  and  see,  (she  appeals 
to  all,)  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow,  which 
is  done  unto  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me 
in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger."  Lam.  i.  12.  Under  the 
seventy  years'  captivity  in  Babylon  by  dear-bought  expe- 
rience she  has  learnt  for  above  2000  years  to  keep  clear  of 
idolatry,  and  shames  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the  Eastern 
churches.    Under  the  1800  years  captivity  of  the  Romans, 
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she  will  learn  to  prize  Christ  and  to  glory  in  him  for 
ever. 

Holy  laws  and  ordinances  are  theirs.  When 
the  law  was  given  from  Mount  Sinai,  Moses  would  appeal 
to  them,  "  What  nation  is  there  so  great,  who  hath  God  so 
nigh  unto  them,  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we 
call  upon  him  for  !  What  nation  is  there  so  great  ;  that  hath 
statutes  and  judgments  so  righteous,  as  all  this  law  which 
I  set  before  you  this  day."  Deut.  iv.  7,  8.  And  if  it  were 
so  under  the  first  covenant,  which  through  the  weakness 
of  the  flesh  was  defective  and  found  fault  with,  (Heb,  viii. 
7,8.)  what  will  it  be  under  the  second  covenant,  so  rich 
in  grace  and  goodness,  and  so  full  of  blessing  ?  "  For  this 
is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel 
after  those  days,  saith  the  Lord  :  I  will  put  my  laws  into 
their  minds,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be 
to  them  a  God,  and  they  shall  be  to  me  a  people."  Heb. 
vii.  10.  In  a  far  higher  and  fuller  sense  than  has  yet  been 
accomplished  we  may  be  sure  "  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the 
last  days,"  that  perfect  laws  and  ordinances,  under  the 
direct  sovereignty  of  Christ,  will  be  made,  "  and  out  of 
Sion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  law  from 
Jerusalem."  Isa,  ii.  2,  3.  In  the  last  chapters  of  Ezekiel 
these  ordinances  are  distinctly  referred  to.  Much  has 
been  done  in  our  own  country  for  instance,  by  the  united 
wisdom  and  experience  of  our  legislature,  to  establish  just 
liberty  and  righteousness  amongst  us;  but  if  we  look  at 
the  divine  fulness  of  judgment  and  truth  in  the  King  of 
Sion,  and  the  infinite  depth  of  the  riches  of  his  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  we  may  be  sure  that  something  far  beyond 
all  the  wisdom  of  earthly  legislatures,  and  infinitely  more 
adapted  to  glorify  God  and  benefit  man,  will  distinguish 
the  heavenly  laws  that  go  forth  from  Sion. 

Assured  quiet  and  safety  is  theirs.  How  glow- 
ing are  the  promises,  "  They  shall  beat  their  swords  into 
j)loughshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks  ;  nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more.    But  they  shall  sit  every  man  under 
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his  vine  and  under  his  fig-tree,  and  none  shall  make  them 
afraid  :  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  hath  spoken  it." 
Micah  iv.  3,  4.  "The  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the  Lamb, 
and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid  :  and  the  calf 
and  the  young  lion  and  the  fatling  together  ;  and  a  little 
child  shall  lead  them.  And  the  cow  and  the  bear  shall 
feed  :  their  young  ones  shall  lie  down  together  ;  and  the 
lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox.  And  the  sucking  child 
shall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp,  and  the  weaned  child 
shall  put  his  hand  on  the  cockatrices'  den.  They  shall 
not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain."  Isa. 
xi.  6 — 9.  "  In  his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish  ;  and 
abundance  of  peace  as  long  as  the  moon  endureth."  Psa. 
Ixxii.  7.  "  Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of  our  solemnities  ; 
thine  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  taber- 
nacle that  shall  not  be  taken  down."  Isa.  xxxiii.  20.  "Be- 
hold I  will  extend  peace  to  her  like  a  river,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Gentiles  like  a  flowing  stream."  Isa.  Ixvi.  12. 
Such  are  a  few  of  the  plain  promises  of  assured  quiet  and 
safety.  The  rich  reserve  is  all  to  come  to  Israel.  They 
need  no  exposition.  Their  glory  is  plain.  Their  future 
fulfilment  is  manifest. 

Peculiar  tokens  or  God's  eternal  favour  are 
theirs.  The  whole  of  this  60th  chapter  is  filled  with  sucli 
tokens.  "  They  shall  call  her  the  city  of  the  Lord  ;  the  Zion 
of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  v.  14.  "  Thou  shalt  call  thy  walls 
Salvation,  and  thy  gates  Praise.  The  sun  shall  be  no 
more  thy  light  by  day  ;  neither  for  brightness  shall  the 
moon  give  light  unto  thee  ;  but  the  Lord  shall  be  unto 
thee  an  everlasting  light,  and  tliy  God  thy  glory.  Thy 
sun  shall  no  more  go  down  ;  neither  shall  thy  moon  with- 
draw itself  ;  for  the  Lord  shall  be  thine  everlasting  light, 
and  the  days  of  thy  mourning  shall  be  ended,"  Isa.  Ix. 
18 — 20.  No  other  city  but  Jerusalem  is  "  the  city  of  the 
great  King."  Matt.  v.  35.  No  other  bears  this  name, 
"  The  Lord  is  there."  No  other  has  such  peculiar  pro- 
mises of  his  favour.  It  is  only,  remember  too,  as  its  con- 
cluding glory,  revealed  in  the  scripture,  "  the  camp  of  the 
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saints  and  the  beloved  city"  that  remain  faithful  after  the 
millennium,  when  Satan  is  loosed  once  more,  and  goes  out 
once  again  to  deceive  the  nations  in  the  last  apostacy. 
Rev.  XX.  8. 

Finally  consider  the  blessed  light  she  dispenses.  It  is 
not  only  arise,  but  "  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come  ;  "  and 
it  is  added,  "  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings 
to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising." 

The  original  promise  to  Abraham  was,  I  will  bless  thee, 
"  and  make  thy  name  great,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  blessing." 
This  promise  will,  in  this  day  of  Zion's  glory,  be  fully 
realized  and  received.  Their  national  dignity  will  no 
more  be  abused  for  pride  and  self-righteousness.  Zeph. 
iii.  11.  "  In  that  day  shalt  thou  not  be  ashamed  for  all 
thy  doing  wherein  thou  hast  transgressed  against  me  ;  for 
then  I  will  take  out  of  the  midst  of  thee  them  that  rejoice 
in  thy  pride,  and  thou  shalt  no  more  be  haughty  because 
of  my  holy  mountain."  Their  peculiar  favour  and  exalta- 
tion will  all  be  employed  for  grateful  praise  and  the  spread- 
ing of  Jehovah's  glory.  Isa.  xii.  "  In  that  day  shall  ye  say. 
Praise  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  declare  his  doings 
among  the  people,  make  mention  that  his  name  is  exalted. 
Sing  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  hath  done  excellent  things  ; 
this  is  known  in  all  the  earth.  Cry  out  and  shout,  thou 
inhabitant  of  Zion  ;  for  great  is  the  holy  one  of  Israel  in 
the  midst  of  thee." 

If  in  the  casting  away  of  Zion,  so  much  was  done  by 
lier  sons  for  the  diffusion  of  the  gospel  through  the  world, 
what  wLU  be  accomplished  when  all  Zion's  children  are 
righteous  ? — when  they  "  inherit  the  land  for  ever,  the 
branch  of  Jehovah's  planting,  the  work  of  his  hands." 
Their  recovery  shall  indeed  be  "  as  life  from  the  dead — the 
righteousness  thereof  shall  every  where  go  forth  as  bright- 
ness, and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burnetii.  All 
kings  shall  fall  down  before  the  King  of  kings,  who  reigns 
ill  Zion,  and  all  nations  shall  serve  him." 

The  subject  is  as  practical  as  it  is  cheering  and  comfort- 
ing.   It  is  as  holy,  edifying,  and  useful  as  it  is  glowing 
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and  glorious  :  it  is  as  strengthening  to  faith,  as  quickening 
to  zeal,  as  deadening  to  worldliness,  as  it  is  helpful  to 
spirituality.  All  the  various  practical  lessons  and  uses  of 
these  scriptural  doctrines  are  too  numerous  to  be  unfolded.* 
But  we  will  notice  a  few  that  directly  flow  from  the 
subject. 

1.  The  presence  of  Christ  is  the  source  of  all 
THE  LIGHT  AND  GLORY.  It  is  when  the  light  of  Jerusa- 
lem is  come,  when  the  Redeemer  returns  to  Sion,  that  she 
is  enlightened  and  shines.  All  the  change  from  her  de- 
graded and  afflicted,  distressed  and  humbled  situation,  is 
occasioned  by  the  return  of  Christ  to  her.  Where  Christ 
is,  there  is  light,  and  love,  and  glory,  and  heaven.  Just 
as  the  sun  drives  away  darkness,  and  mists,  and  coldness, 
and  calls  forth  plants  and  flowers,  and  its  full  shining 
brings  the  summer  with  all  its  beauty,  and  fruitfulness, 
and  joyful  melodies  ;  so  let  Christ  come  to  any  land,  any 
church,  any  heart,  and  he  gives  to  that  heart,  that  churcli, 
and  that  land,  blessedness,  and  fruitfulness,  and  glory. 
Without  Christ  we  can  do  nothing.  If  we  abide  in  him 
we  bear  much  fruit.  The  bulwark  and  glory  of  England 
is,  that  Christ  is  honoured  in  our  constitution  and  in  our 
church.  The  degradation  of  Israel  is,  that  Christ  has  been 
rejected,  and  has  withdrawn  from  him.  0  learn  from  the 
past  histoiy  of  Israel,  to  prize  Christ  more  !  0  learn 
from  its  future  glory,  to  glory  now  only  in  Christ  Jesus  ! 
God  forbid  that  we  should  glory  in  any  thing  but  Christ. 
For  the  day  of  Christ  is  hastening  on  :  "  And  the  loftiness 
of  man  shall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men 
shall  be  made  low,  and  the  Lord  alone  shall  be  exalted  in 
that  day."  Isaiah  ii.  1". 

2.  If  the  earthly  Jerusalem  is  in  the  ages  to 

COME  TO  BE  thus  GLORIOUS,  WHAT  WILL  BE  THE  SUR- 
PASSING GLORIES  OF  THE  HEAVENLY   JERUSALEM.  The 

scriptures  clearly  reveal  two  Jerusalems  ;  one  earthly,  the 
other  heavenly.    The  earthly  Jerusalem  is  now  trod- 
den under  foot  of  the  Gentiles.    Luke  xxi.  24.    It  is  in 
*  See  chapter  xix.  of  the  "  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies,"  6th  edition. 
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bondage  with  her  children.  Gal.  iii.  25.  But  this  earthly 
Jerusalem  is  only  so  trodden  down  "  till  the  times  of  the 
Gentiles  be  fulfilled."  In  the  times  and  seasons  which  the 
Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power,  the  kingdom  will  be 
restored  again  to  Israel  (Acts  i.  6,  7)  ;  and  under  the  new 
covenant,  "the  city  shall  be  built  to  the  Lord."  Jer.  xxxi. 
31 — 40.  The  heavenly  Jerusalem,  on  the  other  hand, 
"  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all." 
This  is  the  glorious  inheritance  of  the  saints,  the  first-fruits 
unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  It  is  the  scripture  term  for  the 
description  of  the  fullest  blessedness  of  the  glorified  church. 
"  Ye  are  come  to  the  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church 
of  the  first-born  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  per- 
fect, and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  tlie  new  covenant." 
The  minute  description  of  the  restored  earthly  Jerusalem 
we  have  in  the  latter  chapters  of  Ezekiel ;  and  the  rich 
descriptions  of  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  we 
have  in  the  21st  chapter  of  Revelation  ;  and  these  descrip- 
tions have  many  con-esponding  agreements  and  differences 
which  shew  that  the  one  is  but  the  type  of  the  other,  and 
designed  to  shadow  forth  its  superior  glory.  The  earthly 
has  a  fixed  place  on  earth  in  the  land  of  Judea  ;  the  hea- 
venly descends  from  heaven.  The  earthly  is  the  residence 
of  men  in  the  flesh  ;  the  heavenly  is  the  perfected  commu- 
nion of  the  saints  in  glory.  In  the  earthly,  present  human 
circumstances  and  relations  still  subsist.  "  There  shall 
yet  old  men  and  old  women  dwell  in  the  streets  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  every  man  with  his  staff  in  his  hand  for  every 
age.  And  the  streets  of  the  city  shall  be  full  of  boys  and 
girls  playing  in  the  streets  thereof."  Zech.  viii.  4,  5,  Isaiah 
Ixvi.  20.  In  the  heavenly,  among  the  glorified  saints,  "  in 
the  resuri-ection  they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  mar- 
riage, but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven."  Matt, 
xxii.  30.  "The  earthly  is  the  joy  of  the  vv-holo  earth." 
Psalm  xhnii.  2  ;  and  Jacob  is  called  to  "  walk  in  the  light 
t  z 
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of  the  Lord."  Isa.  ii.  5.  But  the  heavenly  reigns  over 
the  whole  earth  (Dan.  iv.  26  ;  viL  18,  27.  Luke  xxii.  29, 
30.)  ;  "and  the  nations  of  them  that  are  saved  walk  in 
the  light  of  it."  Rev.  xxii.  24.  The  earthly  has  its  gates 
open  continually  :  "  they  shall  not  be  shut  day  nor  night." 
Isaiah  Ix.  11.  Of  the  heavenly  it  is  said,  "  The  gates  of 
it  shall  not  be  shut  at  all  by  day,  for  there  shall  be  no 
night  there."  The  earthly  is  built  of  earthly  materials  ; 
the  heavenly  is  of  unearthly  materials,  of  pure  gold  like 
glass.  The  earthly  is  of  human  size  and  admeasurement ; 
the  heavenly  is  of  breadth,  and  length,  and  height  all  equal, 
shewing  that  our  bondage  relation  to  earth  and  space  has 
all  ceased.  It  far  surpasses  all  cities  of  this  world.  Glo- 
rious as  is  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  the  heavenly  infinitely 
exceeds  it  :  as  the  perfect  blessedness  of  the  saints  in  their 
state  of  glory  will  infinitely  surpass  the  most  prosperous 
condition  of  men  living  in  the  flesh.  The  Saviour  will 
indeed  manifest  his  presence  on  earth,  for  it  is  his  won- 
derful and  peculiar  attribute  to  be  able  to  describe  himself 
as  in  heaven  and  on  earth  at  the  same  time.  "  No  man 
hath  ascended  up  to  heaven,  but  he  that  came  down  from 
heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man  which  is  in  heaven."  John 
iii.  13.  He  has  his  temple  therefore  in  the  earthly  Jeru- 
salem, and  it  will  be  enlightened  with  his  gioiy.  Ezekiel 
xliii.  But  the  heavenly  Jei-usalem  possesses  a  far  fuller 
blaze  of  bis  glor}-.  St.  John  (xxi.  22,  23,)  says,  "  I  saw 
no  temple  therein,  for  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the 
Lamb  are  the  temple  of  it.  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the 
sun,  neither  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God 
did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof."  In  the 
Old  Testament  we  have  the  full  descriptions  of  the  earthly 
Jerusalem  ;  and  in  the  book  of  Revelation  those  descrip- 
tions are  used  as  the  basis,  the  type  and  figure  of  the  hea- 
venly, vith  such  additions  as  shew  its  superior  glorj'. 
Nor  can  the  description  in  the  21st  chapter  of  Revelation 
be  taken  merely  in  the  literal  sense.  The  apostle  says  he 
was  "  carried  away  in  the  spirit,"  and  there  is  an  evident 
incongruity  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  symbols.    A  city 
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and  a  bride  as  being  truly  one,  taken  literally,  is  unmean- 
ing ;  figuratively  it  alludes  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
church,  animated  with  one  soul.  A  city  1500  miles  long, 
broad,  and  high,  is  quite  opposed  to  our  present  ideas  of 
material  laws  or  possibilities  ;  yet,  figuratively  resembling 
the  holy  of  holies  of  old,  which  was  four-square,  it  may 
teach  us  that  in  our  spiritual  bodies  we  shall  not  be  so 
limited  by  the  laws  of  matter  and  space  as  we  now  are. 
Spirits  are  not  confined  to  localities,  and  can  have  a  per- 
fected union  and  communion  far  beyond  our  present  con- 
ceptions. 

Learn  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wis- 
dom AND  knowledge  OF  GoD.  Tliis  is  the  great  lesson 
which  the  apostle  teaches  as  the  issue  of  the  dealings  of 
God  with  Jews  and  Gentiles.  Dark  as  in  ages  past  his 
dispensations  may  have  seemed  to  man,  there  is  a  largeness 
and  comprehensiveness,  and  an  equity  and  a  loving-kind- 
ness, beyond — far  beyond  our  thoughts.  There  is  a  ful- 
ness of  wisdom,  goodness,  and  glory  in  them,  designed  to 
bring  on,  in  the  result,  higher  and  fuller,  and  still  higher 
and  fuller  degrees  of  blessedness,  in  a  growing  progress, 
through  eternity,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace. 
Tliis  blessedness  also  is  not  a  selfish  and  individual  hap- 
piness merely,  but  it  is  an  enlarged,  a  corporate  and  uni- 
versal blessedness  of  sanctified  men  on  earth,  with  angels 
and  glorified  saints  in  heaven,  and  uniting  all  creation  ;  it 
being  "  the  good  pleasure  which  God  hath  purposed  in 
himself,  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times, 
he  might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on  earth,  even  in  him." 
Ejjh.  i.  11.  All  things  being  by  the  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  brought  into  subjection  to  him,  that  at  length 
"  God  may  be  all  in  all, — then  his  servants  shall  serve  him, 
and  they  shall  see  his  face,  and  his  name  shall  be  in  their 
foreheads  ;  and  there  shall  he  no  night  there,  and  the\- 
need  no  candle,  neither  light  of  the  sun,  for  the  Lord 
God  giveth  them  light,  and  they  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever." 

z  2 
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In  conclusion,  let  one  and  all,  in  this  our  day  of  gi'ace, 
COME  TO  Christ  the  true  light  of  life.  Much  as 
the  merely  spiritualizing  of  the  Old  Testament  has  led 
men's  minds  from  its  true  literal  application  to  Israel, 
there  is  a  just  spiritual  application  of  our  text,  that  points 
out  the  way  to  the  highest  glories  of  the  church.  St.  Paul, 
apparently  alluding  to  this  passage  of  Isaiah,  after  shew- 
ing that  Christians  "  were  sometimes  darkness,  but  now 
are  light  in  the  Lord,  bids  us  walk  as  the  children  of  the 
light,"  and  exhorts  us,  (Eph.  v.  14,)  "Awake,  thou  that 
sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give 
thee  light.  0  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others  ;  "  but  seeing 
what  a  glorious  prize  is  set  before  us,  let  us  willingly  make 
present  sacrifices  to  attain  the  full  reward.  Christ  calls 
us,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  to,  Aj-ise  and  shine.  He  tells  us  he 
is  our  light :  our  light  then  is  come  ;  0  believe  in  Jesus  ! 
O  come  to  him !  and  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  shall  shine  in  your  hearts  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


ZION  BLESSED  TO  THE  WOKLD. 
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DISCOURSE  XIII. 

TUE  EFFECT  OF  ZION's  BLESSEDNESS  ON  THE  WORLD. 
[Pbeached  at  Yoke,  Sept.  23,  1838.] 

Isaiah  xxvii.  G. 

He  shall  cause  them  that  come  of  Jacob  to  take  root  ;  Israel 
shall  blossom  and  bud,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  viorld  with 
fruit. 

This  is  one  of  many  blessed  promises  to  Israel,  coming  in 
a  series  of  predictions,  contained  in  this  and  the  three 
former  chapters,  which  have  never  yet  been  fulfilled. 

The  opening  verse  of  this  chapter  is,  "  In  that  day  the 
Lord,  with  his  sore  and  great  and  strong  sword  shall  pun- 
ish Leviathan,  the  piercing  serpent,  even  Leviathan  that 
crooked  serpent,  and  he  shall  slay  the  dragon  that  is  in 
the  sea." 

Comparing  this  verse  with  Rev.  xix.  19,  and  xx.  we 
may  see  that  they  refer  to  the  same  period,  "  And  I  saw  the 
beast,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  tlieir  armies,  gathered 
together  to  make  war  against  him  that  sat  on  the  horse, 
and  against  his  army  : "  that  is,  against  our  Lord  Christ. 
"  And  the  beast  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false  prophet 
that  wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which  he  deceived 
them  that  had  received  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  them  that 
worshipped  his  image.  These  both  were  cast  alive  into  a 
lake  of  fire  burning  witli  brimstone.  And  the  remnant  were 
slain  with  the  sword  of  him  that  sat  upon  the  horse,  which 
sword  proceedeth  out  of  his  mouth,  and  all  the  fowls  were 
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filled  with  their  flesh."  As  we  have  therefore  in  the  20th 
chapter  of  the  Revelation  the  account  of  the  full  and  final 
punishment  of  that  Old  Serpent  which  is  the  Devil  and 
Satan ;  so  we  may  conclude  that  this  prophecy  relates  to  the 
time  yet  to  come,  when  the  kingdom  of  Christ  shall  fuUj' 
triumph.  It  shews  the  language  of  God's  love  to  Israel 
then  to  be  restored  ;  his  watchful  care  over  them,  his  judg- 
ments on  their  enemies,  and  his  counsel  of  repentance  and 
offer  of  mercy  amidst  those  judgments. 

It  issues  in  this  full  and  gi'acious  promise  to  Israel  and 
through  Israel  to  the  world.  "  In  days  to  come,"  as  our 
text  might  be  rendered,  "  Jacob  shall  take  root,  Israel 
shall  blossom  and  bud  and  fill  the  earth  with  fruit."  The 
text  exhibits  the  Jewish  nation,  under  the  figure  of  a  tree 
long  withered,  but  at  length  reviving  and  flourishing,  and 
yielding  fruit  to  the  whole  world. 

How  important  this  great  subject  is  may  be  most  clearly 
seen  in  the  fulness  of  the  Old  Testament  upon  it.  It  is 
the  chief  matter  of  all  the  prophets.  It  is  most  profitable 
to  us  also,  as  discovering  to  us  the  righteous,  holy,  gracious 
character  of  the  great  God,  and  unfolding  his  purposes 
and  plan  of  mercy. 

There  are  three  main  truths  in  our  text. 

I.  The  past  state  of  Israel. 

II.  The  future  state  of  Israel. 

III.  The  effects  on  the  world. 

I.  The  PAST  STATE  OF  ISRAEL.  It  is  necessaiy  to  dis- 
cern this  distinctly,  that  we  may  distinctly  realize  the 
actual  fact  of  their  restoration.  The  past  state  of  Israel 
is  that  of  decay  and  desolation  ;  it  is  like  a  withered  tree, 
stripped,  torn,  and  bare.  It  is  represented  by  Isaiah  "  as 
a  teil-tree,  and  as  an  oak-tree,  whose  substance  is  in  them," 
when  they  cast  their  leaves  ;  and  again  by  St.  Paul  as  "  a 
branch  broken  olF,"  for  a  season. 

We  may  here  consider, 

1.  Their  withered  state.  There  are  many  marks  of 
this.    Their  present  unbelief  occasions  and  manifests  this. 
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Their  judicial  unbelief  is  often  mentioned  in  the  scriptures. 
John  xii.  37.  "  Though  he  had  done  so  many  miracles 
before  them,  yet  they  believed  not  on  him,  that  the  saying 
of  Esaias  the  prophet  might  be  fulfilled,  which  he  spake, 
"  Lord,  who  hath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  hatl^ 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed."  Therefore  they  could 
not  believe,  because  that  Esaias  said  again,  "  he  hath 
blinded  their  eyes  and  hardened  their  heart,  that  they  could 
not  see  with  their  eyes,  nor  understand  witli  tlieir  heart, 
and  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  them."  There  was  a 
wilful  blindness  of  heart  because  they  loved  their  sins  ; 
they  were  full  of  pride  and  highmindedness,  despising 
others,  and  so,  notwithstanding  all  his  mighty  miracles, 
tliey  rejected  their  own  Messiah,  the  Son  of  the  Most 
High  God,  when  he  appeared  as  a  lov^'ly  and  suffering  man 
on  earth.  The  same  judicial  unbelief  still  continues  on  a 
large  part  of  this  nation.  They  have  been  hence  greatly 
chastened  of  the  Lord.  They  have  been  exiled  from  their 
own  land,  dispersed  among  all  nations,  and  become  "  a 
proverb  and  a  byeword"  through  tlie  earth  ;  "  a  people 
scattered  and  peeled  ;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden 
down."  Every  land  through  the  earth  has  a  constant 
living  visible  witness  in  its  own  border  of  the  withered 
state  of  Israel. 

2.  The  causes.  The  chief  cause  is  their  rejection  of 
the  Messiah.  This  was  "  the  stone  of  stumbling  and  the 
rock  of  offence"  so  clearly  predicted  by  Isaiah  (viii.  14.) 
They  refused  to  hear  that  prophet  wliom  Moses  foretold 
that  God  would  raise  up,  and  he  has,  according  to  his 
threatening,  fearfully  "  required  it  of  them."  Deut.  xviii. 
19.  They  have  persecuted  the  followers  of  Christ  in 
every  place,  and  have  rejected  his  gospel  in  all  the  varied 
forms  of  love  in  which  God  presented  it  to  them.  How 
St.  Paul,  attached  as  he  was  to  them,  speaks  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians  of  their  conduct,  "  They  both  killed  the  Lord 
Jesus  and  their  own  prophets,  and  have  persecuted  us  ; 
and  they  please  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all  men, 
forbidding  us  to  speak  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  might  be 
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saved,  to  fill  up  their  sins  alway  :  for  the  wrath  is  come 
upon  them  to  the  uttermost."  There  were  most  righteous 
reasons  for  their  present  rejection.  "  They  denied  the  Holy 
One  and  the  just,  and  desired  a  murderer  to  be  granted 
unto  them,  and  killed  the  Prince  of  Life,"  and  such  an 
enormous  crime  called  for  marked  and  distinguished  wratli. 
But  with  this  righteousness,  grace  was  abundantly  also 
manifested,  not  only  to  the  remnant  according  to  the 
election  of  grace,  but  also  to  us  Gentiles  ;  tliey  were 
broken  off  that  we  might  "  be  grafted  in  ;  as  concerning 
the  Gospel  they  are  enemies  for  our  sakes ; "  and  if  in 
their  fall  we  see  the  severitj^  of  God,  how  glorious  his 
goodness  shines  in  our  partaking  of  the  root  and  fatness  of 
the  olive-tree  !  What  a  lesson  also  has  God  given  to  the 
whole  earth  of  the  awful  danger  of  neglecting  Christ  and 
his  great  salvation. 

.3.  The  coxtixl'axce  of  this  withered  state  was  also 
clearly  predicted.  Hosea  says,  "  the  children  of  Israel 
shall  abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and  without  a 
prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an  image, 
and  without  an  ephod,  and  without  teraphim."  Hosea 
iii.  4.  When  Isaiah  asks  Jtov:  long,  that  is,  how  long  their 
judicial  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart  shall  continue,  he 
is  answered,  "  Until  the  cities  be  wasted  without  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  houses  without  men,  and  the  land  be  utterly 
desolate,  and  the  Lord  have  removed  men  far  away,  and 
there  be  a  great  forsaking  in  the  midst  of  the  land."  A 
similar  view  of  lengthened  desolation  is  intimated  in  the 
woi-ds  of  our  Lord  ;  "  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto  you 
desolate.  For  I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall  not  see  me  hence- 
forth till  ye  shall  say,  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  So  the  apostle  Paul  testifies,  "  Blind- 
ness in  part  is  happened  unto  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in."  These  things  you  all  now  behold. 
Judea  is  still  desolate,  the  temple  still  overthrown  ;  the 
people  still  scattered  among  tlie  nations  ;  and  the  election 
from  among  the  Gentiles  is  gathering  in  from  every  land. 

4.  The  close  of  this  withered  state  is  however  certain. 
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Our  text  is  but  one  in  a  vast  cloud  of  witnesses.  Seldom 
indeed  is  there  any  prediction  of  their  desolation  without 
a  connected  or  adjoining  prediction  of  their  restoration,  as 
if  God's  heart  of  love  could  not  rest  without  such  an 
opening  of  his  grace.  The  fulfilment  of  the  threatening- 
of  their  withered  state  is  a  pledge  and  an  interpretation 
of  the  promise  of  their  restored  state.  As  the  threatening 
has  been  real  and  literal,  and  amply  fulfilled,  so  the  pro- 
mise of  their  restoration  is  real  and  literal,  and  must  be 
amply  fulfilled.  How  infinitely  desirable  is  this  event  ! 
O  how  desirable  it  must  be  when  it  so  fills  the  mind  of 
Christ  that  he  himself  says,  "  For  Zion's  sake  I  will  not 
hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  will  not  rest, 
until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness,  and 
the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burnetii," — when  he 
requires  us  constantly  to  pray  for  it,  "  Keep  not  silence, 
and  give  him  no  rest,  until  he  establish  and  till  he  make 
Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth." 

And  that  this  close  is  rapidly  approaching  many  signs 
of  the  times  indicate.  The  very  thoughts  of  Christians 
now  turned  towards  the  Jews  shew  that  the  "  time  to 
favour  Zion  is  come."  All  the  prophetical  dates  of  scrip- 
ture which  are  given  for  our  instruction  concur  in  the 
same  view.  One  plain  date  I  will  lay  before  you  for  your 
meditation  and  fuller  consideration. 

In  Dan.  viii.  13,  a  question  is  asked,  "  How  long  shall 
be  the  vision,  concerning  the  daily  sacrifice,  and  the  trans- 
gression of  desolation,  to  give  both  the  sanctuary  and  the 
host  to  be  trodden  under  foot !  "  And  the  reply  given 
is   "unto  2,300  days,*    then  shall   the   sanctuary  be 

*  Some  have  supposed  that  the  true  reading  was  2,400  instead  of  2,300. 
Mr.  Faber,  however,  well  sums  up  the  question  in  these  words,  "  Instead  of 
tlie  Hebrew  reading  2,300,  the  Vatican  Edition  of  the  LXX.  reads  2,400,  and 
the  Greek  of  Symmachus  agrees  with  it,  but  the  Alexandrine  MSS.  of  the 
LXX.  and  all  the  other  editions  agree  with  the  Hebrew.  Jerome  likewise 
mentions  some  copies  existing  in  his  time  which  read  2,200,  but  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  authority.  I  once  inclined  to  favour  the  reading 
2,400,  but  after  maturely  considering  the  matter,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the 
Hebrew  reading  2,300  is  the  genuine  reading."  Dr.  Wolff  mentions,  I  think 
aiSS.  at  Bokharra,  as  having  2,400  ;  but  it  would  require  much  greater  evi- 
dence to  shake  the  present  text  than  any  that  has  yet  been  produced. 
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cleansed."  If  a  day  be  taken  for  a  year,  and  this  be 
dated  from  Ezra's  decree  in  457  before  Christ  it  britiffs 
us  to  1843 ;  and  if  from  Nehemiah's  decree,  433  before 
Christ,  it  brings  us  to  1868  ;  and  we  may  hence  perhaps 
gather  that  the  Jewish  restoration  will  probably  take  a 
period  of  25  years  between  1843  and  1868  ;  so  that  we 
have  some  reason  to  expect  that  within  the  next  80  years 
the  Jews  will  be  restored  to  their  own  land. 

How  remarkable  also  is  the  present  state  of  things  in 
Judea  !  The  Mahomedan  population  is  all  draining  off 
and  wasting  in  wars,  and  under  tyrannous  oppression  ; 
the  present  Governor  of  that  land,  though  pursuing  a 
hard  and  oppressive  system  of  government,  has  favoured 
the  return  of  the  Jews,  and  has  removed  several  of  their 
burdens,  and  their  synagogues  are  rebuilding.  Our  own 
country  has  just  appointed  a  Vice-Consul.  Access  from 
every  quarter  to  those  lands  is  facilitating,  and  steam  navi- 
gation brings  England  and  Judea  within  three  weeks  dis- 
tance from  each  other.  * 

II.    The  future  state  of  Israel. 

There  are  steps  in  their  recovery,  three  degrees  of  pro- 
gress, each  of  which  advances  their  prosperity. 

1.  Jacob  shall  take  root.  This  implies  their  gather- 
ing and  restoration.  There  are  scriptural  reasons,  in  my 
judgment,  to  think  that  the  following  will  be  the  course  of 
this  taking  root.  They  will  in  part  be  restored  before 
they  are  converted  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  Zech.  xii. — xiv.  Ezek. 
XX.  32 — 38.)  and  be  brought  by  varied  natural  causes,  in 
the  first  instance  to  Zion.  Jer.  iii.  14.  "I  will  take  you 
one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  you  to 
Zion."  When  thus  restored  and  returned  in  part,  and 
in  a  Sadducean  and  self-righteous  state,  there  will  pro- 
bably be  false  Christs  rising  up  amongst  them.  Matt, 
xxiv.  15 — 25.    They  will  be  exposed  to  great  trouble  and 

*  This  was  preached  in  Sept.  1838.  How  very  remarkably  the  ej-es  of  a)l 
Europe  have  since  been  fixed  on  Judea  and  the  Jews,  by  their  persecutions 
and  sufferings,  and  by  the  four  chief  powers  engaging  in  a  conflict  for  the 
deliverance  of  Syria,  is  obvious  to  all  men  ! 
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distress  from  the  hostility  of  Gentile  nations  gathering 
against  them  ;  of  this  we  have  frequent  descriptions  in  the 
Old  Testament.* 

In  this  trouble  they  will  at  length  be  convinced  of  their 
deep  sinfulness,  and  cry  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  appear 
in  their  behalf.  With  deep  penitence  and  humility  they 
will  acknowledge  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  ;  and  upon  this, 
abounding  mercies  return  to  them,  mighty  miracles  are 
wrought  for  them,  the  rest  of  the  nation  is  restored,  the 
whole  nation  will  be  converted,  grafted  into  Christ,  and 
their  full  and  final  national  establishment  in  their  own 
laud  will  take  place,  under  Jesus  their  acknowledged 
Messiah.  The  scriptures  are  full  of  descriptions  of  this 
their  national  establishment.  Thus  Isaiah  i.  20.  "  I  will 
restore  thy  judges  as  at  the  first,  and  thy  counsellors  as  at 
the  beginning  :  afterward  thou  shalt  be  called  the  city  of 
righteousness,  the  faithful  city."  Thus  Jer.  xxx.  21. 
"  Their  nobles  shall  be  of  themselves,  and  their  governors 
shall  proceed  from  the  midst  of  them,  and  I  will  cause  him 
to  draw  near,  and  he  shall  approach  unto  me."  Thus  Ezek. 
xxxvii.  24,  25.  "  And  David  my  servant  shall  be  king 
over  them,  and  they  all  shall  have  one  shepherd  ;  they  also 
shall  walk  in  my  judgments,  and  observe  my  statutes,  and 
do  them.    And  they  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  have 

*  The  envt  and  rapacity  op  Gbntile  nations  ia  bronght  before  us  as 
the  cause  of  the  last  troubles  of  the  Jewish  people.  Thus  the  38th'and  39th 
chapters  of  Ezekiel  contain  an  account  of  this  at  large  ;  anil  the  latter  chap- 
ters of  Joel,  Isaiah,  and  Zechai'iah  bring  the  same  facts  to  our  knowledge, 
and  shew  us  a  confederacy  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  waging  war  against 
restored  Jerusalem  in  unprovoked  hostility,  (Isaiah  xxxiii.  1.  Ezek.  xxxvii. 
11,  12),  and  bringing  the  Jews  into  their  last  troubles.  The  siege  of  Jerasa- 
lem  by  the  Romans,  and  the  false  Christs  then  deceiving  the  n.ition,  may 
probably  be  viewed  as  the  forerunners  and  first  parts  of  this  future  siege,  and 
these  future  false  Christs,  by  which  the  Jews  are  again  deceived.  Matt,  xxiii. 
15 — 25.  Oh  how  often  in  past  days  have  the  Jews,  driven  by  Gentile  cruelty, 
and  by  their  own  unbelief,  heaped  up  by  extortion  and  covetousne.-js,  riches 
for  the  spoiler,  and  made  themselves  thus  a  prey  in  every  kingdom  of  Europe! 
Their  carrying  their  riches  to  their  own  land  excites  the  evil  thoughts  of 
their  last  enemies  "  to  take  a  spoil  and  to  take  a  prey,"  (Ezek.  xxxviii.  12), 
and  so  the  last  Antichrist  comes  against  them  to  his  own  final  destruction. 
He  is  thus  addressed,  "  Thou  shalt  come  up  against  ray  people  of  Israel  as  a 
cloud  to  cover  the  land  ;  it  shall  be  in  the  latter  days,  and  I  will  bring  thee 
against  my  land,  that  the  heathen  may  know  me  when  I  shall  be  sanctified  in 
thee,  O  Gog,  before  their  eyes."  Ezek.  xxxviii.  16.  This  is  that  last  tronble 
of  Israel  which  is  so  often  predicted,  Jer.  xxx.  7.  Dan.  xii.  1.  Matt,  xxiv,  21, 
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given  unto  Jacob  my  servant,  wherein  your  fathers  have 
dwelt ;  and  they  shall  dwell  therein,  even  they  and  their 
children  and  their  children's  children  for  ever,  and  ray 
servant  David  shall  be  their  piince  for  ever."  In  accom- 
plishing their  glorious  restoration,  the  scriptures  reveal  to 
us,  that  so  much  mightier  miracles  will  be  wrought  than 
were  wrought  in  their  deliverance  from  Egypt  ;  that  that 
which  is  now  their  chief  triumph  will  be  forgotten.  Jer. 
xvi.  14,  15.  Rivers  will  be  dried  up.  Isaiah  xi.  15,  16. 
Zech.  X.  11.  Rivers  opened  in  high  places,  and  springs 
in  the  wilderness.  Isaiah  xli.  17 — 19  ;  xliii.  19,  20.  The 
desert  places  shall  become  fruitful  (Isaiah  xxxv.  11.)  and 
prophets  wiU  be  raised  up.  Mai.  iv.  5.  Matt.  xvii.  11. 
Joel  ii.  28,  29.  The  Lord's  personal  appearance  among 
the  Jews,  and  his  judgments  upon  their  enemies,  change 
their  minds,  so  that  then  the  Gentiles  will  joyfully 
render  the  fullest  aid  to  their  completed  restoration. 

They  shall  bring  all  your  brethren  for  an  offering  unto 
the  Lord  out  of  all  nations,  upon  horses,  and  in  chariots, 
and  in  litters,  and  upon  mules,  and  upon  swift  beasts, 
to  my  holy  mountain  Jerusalem,  saith  the  Lord,  as  the 
children  of  Israel  bring  an  offering  in  a  clean  vessel  unto 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  Isaiah  Ixvi.  20.  The  extent  of 
COUNTRY  possessed  by  restored  Israel  will,  as  it  appears 
from  Ezek.  xlvii.  1-3 — 21,  be  very  considerably  enlarged,  be- 
yond an}^  former  period.  See  also  Isaiah  liv.  1,  2.  "  The 
children  which  thou  shalt  have,  after  thou  hast  lost  the 
other,  shall  say  again  in  thine  ears,  The  place  is  too  strait  for 
me,  give  place  to  me  that  I  may  dwell."  Isaiah  xlix.  19, 
20.  Thus  the  population  wiU  be  prodigiously  increased  ; 
so  that  instead  of,  as  in  the  times  of  Nehemiah,  there 
being  a  need  of  lots  being  cast  to  bring  men  to  dwell  in 
Jerusalem,  to  fiU  up  the  empty  spaces  in  the  city,  Neh. 
xi.  1,  2.  "  Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  as  a  city  without 
walls,  for  the  multitude  of  men  and  cattle  therein."  Zech. 
ii.  4  ;  X.  10.  The  predictions  themselves,  and  the  connec- 
tion in  which  these  occur,  distinctly  shew  that  they  are 
yet  unfulfilled,  and  are  to  be  accomplished  on  a  future 
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restoration  of  Israel.  Brethren,  not  a  word  of  scripture 
can  be  broken  or  pass  away,  till  all  be  fulfilled.  Israel 
shall  thus  be  rooted  in  the  land  of  Judea.  This  rooting 
describes  also  that  firmness  in  the  faith,  and  that  rooting 
and  grounding  in  love,  which  their  peculiar  history,  ever 
since  the  fall  of  Abraham,  nearly  4000  years  since,  has 
all  tended  to  give  them,  and  more  especially  their  last  1800 
years'  afflictions.  In  this  dreaiy  winter  of  the  nation, 
God  has  been  preparing  the  way  for  their  being  more 
deeply  and  durably  established,  and  that  for  evei*,  in  his 
grace,  truth,  faithfulness,  and  loving-kindness. 

Israel  shall  blossom  and  bud.  We  have  the  spring- 
time of  the  Jewish  nation,  under  the  figure  of  a  fruit-tree 
all  covered  over  with  innumerable  lovely  flowers — full  of 
blossoms  and  buds.  The  varied  hues  of  the  blossoms,  and 
their  own  natural  loveliness  and  beauty,  attract  and  delight 
the  eye,  while  they  fill  the  mind  too  with  hopes  of  the 
abundant  good  fruits  which  will  ripen  from  them. 

Thus  is  represented  to  us  the  growth  of  the  Jewish 
nation.  Two  words  are  used,  one  signifying  growth,  the 
other  signifying  the  completed  growth  of  branches,  leaves, 
flowers  and  fruit.  *  The  prophet  shews  hy  these  words 
both  the  growth  and  the  flourishing  of  the  nation.  The 
future  beauty  of  the  Christian  is  often  thus  compared  to 
the  heauties  of  natural  productions.  Thus  our  Lord  (Matt, 
vi.  28 — 30,)  shews  that  there  is  not  only  a  present  blessing, 
but  a  future  glory,  veiled  in  the  beauties  of  creation. 
"  Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field  how  they  grow,  they  toil 
nut,  neither  do  they  spin  ;  and  yet  I  say  unto  you,  that 
Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these. 
Wherefore,  if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of  the  field,  which 
to-day  is,  and  to-morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not 
much  more  clothe  you  ?  0  ye  of  little  faith."  Thus  shall 
it  he  with  Israel  when  restored  to  Judea,  and  converted 

*  ssepius  est  propullulave.    Schroedorus  inquit.    "Comparati6  sit 

cum  arboio  quae  postquem  radices  egit,  in  altam  stirpem  einicat,  atquu 
profert  ranios,  frondes,  flores,  fnictus  que ;  quae  postreina  omnia  uno  verbo 
comprehenduntur."   RosenmuUcr  in  Iocd. 
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to  Christ.  Their  spiritual  life,  their  rapid  growth,  theii 
soul-prosperity,  will  be  beautiful  and  lovely  in  the  eyes 
of  all  nations.  How  lovely  were  even  the  first-fruits  in 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  "  all  that  believed  were  to- 
gether, and  had  all  things  common,  and  they  continued 
daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread 
from  house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and 
singleness  of  heart !  "  But  how  still  more  lovely,  when  the 
whole  nation  will  be  of  this  one  mind.  Then  will  the  48th 
Psalm  be  fully  realized  ;  "  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to 
he  praised,  in  the  city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  his 
holiness.  Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth,  is  Mount  Zion,  on  the  sides  of  the  north,  the  city 
of  the  great  king.  God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  sure 
refuge.  Let  Mount  Zion  rejoice,  let  the  daughters  of  Judah 
be  glad."  And  as  blossoms  yield  a  rich  fragrance,  so  will 
there  be  a  heavenly  fragrance  from  restored  Jerusalem. 
Thus  Hosea  xiv, — "  His  branches  sliall  spread,  and  his 
beauty  be  as  the  olive-tree,  and  his  smell  as  Lebanon  ; 
they  that  dwell  under  his  shadow  shall  return,  they  shall 
revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the  vine,  the  scent  thereof 
shall  be  as  the  vine  of  Lebanon."  How  beautiful  is  even 
the  language,  how  rich  the  very  figures !  what  will  the 
glowing  reality  be  ? 

Notice  also,  in  the  text,  the  change  of  name  from  Jacob 
to  Israel.  Jacob  means  a  supplanter  ;  Israel,  a  prince 
with  God.  Tlie  blessing  rises  as  the  promise  unfolds. 
What  began  in  sin  and  weakness,  through  the  mighty  love 
of  God  changes  into  grace  and  blessing.  The  promise  un- 
folds more  and  more. 

Israel  shall  bear  fruit.  None  of  these  blossoms, 
none  of  these  buds  shall  disappoint  their  hopes  ;  in  due 
season  they  shall  ripen  into  rich  fruit  :  the  common  name 
in  the  scripture  for  tlie  graces,  holiness,  and  good  works 
of  the  believer.  If  we  look  at  them  with  respect  to  their 
secret  spring,  they  are  "  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  ; "  if  we 
look  at  them  with  respect  to  their  true  character  and  sub- 
stance, they  are  "  the  fruits  of  holiness  and  righteousness ;" 
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if  we  look  at  them  with  reference  to  the  persons  wlio  bear 
them,  they  are  those  made  righteous  by  Clirist  :  "  Make 
the  tree  good,  and  the  fruit  shall  be  good."  You  may 
mark  their  gradual  progress  in  good  thoughts,  good  affec- 
tions good  resolutions,  good  words,  and  good  works,  living 
soberly,  righteously  and  godly.  Thus  Israel,  after  all  its 
deep  humiliation  and  affliction,  shall  bear  the  fruits  of 
repentance,  faith,  love,  joy,  peace,  and  holiness.  Every 
kind  of  fruit  in  its  season  will  then  be  brought  to  perfec- 
tion in  this  righteous  nation.  The  fruit  of  personal  right- 
eousness ;  Isaiah  Ix.  21.  "Thy  people  shall  be  all  right- 
eous ;  they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever  ;  the  branch  of 
my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that  I  may  be  glo- 
rified." The  fruit  of  family  religion  :  Jer.  xxxi.  1.  "At 
the  same  time,  saith  the  Lord,  will  I  be  the  God  of  all 
the  families  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  be  my  people."  The 
fruit  of  national  union  ;  Psalm  cxxii.  3.  "  Jenisalem  is 
builded  as  a  city  that  is  compact  together,  that  is  at  unity 
in  itself."  The  fruit  of  national  truth  ;  Isaiah  xxvi.  1,  2, 
"  We  have  a  strong  city  ;  salvation  will  God  appoint  for 
walls  and  bulwarks.  Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous 
nation  which  keepetli  the  truth  may  enter  in."  The  fruit 
of  national  glory  ;  Isa.  liii.  1.  "Awake,  awake,  put  on 
thy  strength,  0  Zion  ;  put  on  thy  beautiful  garments,  0 
Jerusalem,  the  holy  city  ;  for  henceforth  there  shall  no 
more  come  unto  thee  the  uncircumcised  and  the  unclean." 
Isaiah  Ix.  1.  "  Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  For  behold  the 
darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  peo- 
ple :  but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory 
shall  be  seen  upon  thee."  The  whole  of  the  60th  chapter 
of  Isaiah  is  indeed  full  of  the  rich  spiritual  fruit,  full  of 
the  grace  and  glory,  which  the  Lord  will  in  that  day  give 
to  Israel.  All  kinds  of  images  and  figures  are  used  to 
represent  their  glory.  All  nations  contribute  to  it.  All 
creation  adorns  "  the  city  of  the  Lord,  the  Zion  of  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel."  Neither  is  there  any  decay  of  its 
glory,  nor  "  any  wasting  nor  destruction  within  its  bord- 
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ers."  There  will  at  length  be  a  happy  spot  in  the  world, 
where  peace  and  righteousness  shall  for  ever  prevail,  and 
have  a  secure  abode  on  earth,  never  to  be  disturbed. 

The  illustration  of  divine  grace  and  love  in  this  is  such 
as  to  call  forth  the  most  rapturous  expressions.  The  res- 
toration from  Babylon  did  this  ;  (Ps.  cxxvi.)  and  much 
more  will  the  restoration  from  all  lands,  of  which  that 
first  restoration  was  but  the  pledge.  How  beautiful  are 
the  very  words  of  the  Divine  Spirit  !  when  can  we  be 
weary  of  such  truths  ?  "  Remember  these,  0  Jacob  and 
Israel ;  for  thou  art  my  servant  :  I  have  formed  thee  ;  thou 
art  my  servant :  0  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  forgotten  of 
me.  I  have  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  transgres- 
sions, and  as  a  cloud  thy  sins  ;  return  unto  me,  for  I  have 
redeemed  thee.  Sing,  0  ye  heavens  ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
done  it.  Shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  :  break  forth 
into  singing,  ye  mountains,  0  forest  and  every  tree  there- 
in ;  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorified  him- 
self in  Israel."  Isaiah  xliv.  21 — 23.  Nor  are  these  les- 
sened, but  lieightened,  by  the  assurance  that  they  are 
figurative  of  tlie  yet  higher  spiritual  and  eternal  blessings 
belonging  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first- 
born. 

0  what  fruitfulness  and  glory  will  fill  Judea,  when  the 
king  of  glory  shall  dwell  in  Jerusalem,  and  the  name  of 
the  cit}'-,  in  the  closing  triumphant  expression  of  all  Eze 
kiel's  prophecies, — the  name  of  the  city  from  tha 
DAY  shall  be.  The  Lord  is  there. 

III.  The  effects  on  the  world.  "And  fill  tlie  fac 
of  the  world  with  fruit." 

So  wonderful  a  work  of  God  cannot  but  have  a  surpr 
sing  influence.  Let  us  notice  the  cause  of  that  influenc 
and  the  extent  of  it. 

1.  The  cause  of  that  influence. 

We  may  view  the  effects  produced  on  the  world,  as  they 
will  spring  from  the  following  causes. 

(1.)  The  £eal  put  on  divine  revelation. 
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The  Bible  will  be  God's  own  book  opened  and  confirmed 
in  its  fullest  glory.  Every  part  will  be  seen  to  have  a  liv- 
ing reality.  "  Heaven  and  earth,"  says  our  Lord,  "  shall 
pass  away,  but  iny  words  shall  not  pass  away."  The 
scriptures  cannot  be  broken.  "  Till  heaven  and  earth  pass, 
one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till 
all  be  fulfilled."  Those  gracious  promises  and  predictions 
which  are  now  strained  and  perverted,  by  being  confined  to 
a  figurative  application,  will  be  seen  to  have  been  real,  and 
pregnant  with  literal  as  well  as  spiritual  blessedness  and 
glory.  Restored  Israel  will  be  to  all  nations  the  constant 
living  evidence  of  the  full  inspiration  of  God's  word,  and 
according  to  that  continually  repeated  prediction  of  this 
result — "  They  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord." 

(2.)  The  rich  exhibition  of  divine  grace. 

How  fearfully  guilty,  as  a  nation,  has  Israel  been  ! 
What  wonders  of  love  has  God  wrought  for  them  1  What 
patriarchs,  prophets,  kings,  evangelists,  apostles,  did  he  raise 
up  among  them  !  Our  Lord  himself  was  a  Jew,  born  of 
this  nation  ;  and  yet  how  have  they  despised  and  rejected 
all  their  distinguished  privileges,  and  crucified  the  Lord  of 
glory  himself.  But  all  these  sins  have  not  broken  for  ever 
God's  covenant  of  love.  They  are  to  be  freely,  and  fully, 
and  for  ever  forgiven.  After  tliat  striking  enumeration  of 
their  sins  in  Ezekiel  xvi.,  it  is  said,  at  the  close,  "  Never- 
theless, I  will  remember  my  covenant  with  thee,  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth,  and  I  will  establish  unto  thee  an  ever- 
lasting covenant.  Thenshalt  thou  remember  thy  covenant 
and  be  ashamed,  when  thou  shalt  receive  thy  sisters,  thine 
elder  and  thy  younger,  and  I  will  give  them  unto  thee  for 
daughters,  but  not  by  thy  covenant.  And  I  will  establish 
my  covenant  with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord  :  that  thou  raayest  remember,  and  be  confounded, 
and  never  open  thy  mouth  any  more  because  of  thy  shame, 
when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  for  all 
that  thou  hast  done."  0  when  all  the  rich  comfort  of  the 
gospel  is  at  length  poured  into  the  very  bosom  of  the  once 
blinded,  prejudiced  and  perverse,  but  then  restored  Jews, 
t  2  A 
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what  a  humble,  contrite,  zealous,  loving,  holy  nation  will 
they  be  !  What  a  testimony  and  pattern  will  they  be  to 
all  nations  of  the  riches  of  God's  goodness  !  If  the  con- 
version of  one  Jew  like  St.  Paul  was  this  (1  Tim.  i.  IG.) 
what  in  the  conversion  of  the  Jewish  nation  will  millions 
of  such  patterns  be  ! 

(3.)  The  unveiling  of  God's  wisdoji.  Now  God's 
plans  are  greatly  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  men  ;  the  cast- 
ing away  of  his  people,  the  taking  in  of  an  election  among 
the  Gentiles,  the  varied  afflictions  of  his  church  :  all  is 
hitherto  in  darkness  and  obscurity.  "  What  I  do  thou 
knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  The 
blindness  in  part  that  has  happened  to  Israel  is  indeed  a 
mystery  of  which  we  are  not  to  be  ignorant,  "  lest  we 
should  be  wise  in  our  own  conceits  ;  "  for  if  we  continue 
not  in  God's  goodness,  we  too  shall  be  cut  off.  But  even 
then  the  final  issue  is, — "  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in 
unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon  all."  And  when 
events  have  unfolded  all  his  gracious  purposes  by  their 
glorious  fulfilment,  every  human  being  through  the  earth 
will  join  in  the  prophetic  acclamation  of  the  apostle — "  0 
the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
of  God !  How  unsearchable  are  his  judgments  and  his 
ways  past  finding  out  !  for  who  hatii  known  the  mind  of 
the  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his  counsellor,  or  who  hath 
first  given  to  him,  and  it  shall  be  recompensed  to  him 
again  ?  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him  are  all 
things,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen.'' 

(4.)  The  assurance  of  God's  faithfulness  will 
be  another  cause  of  the  influence  of  Jewish  conversion  on 
the  world.  The  scriptures  often  notice  this.  Psalm  xcviii.  3. 
"  He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  his  truth  towards  the 
house  of  Israel  ;  "  and  then,  "  All  the  ends  of  the  earth 
have  seen  the  snlvation  of  God."  The  same  truth  is  brought 
before  us  in  the  close  of  Micah  ;  the  nations  of  the  earth 
are  descril)ed  as  seeing  and  being  confounded  at  the  mighty 
miracles  wrought  for  Israel,  and  learning  to  fear  him  ;  so 
that  the  whole  world  may  join  in  the  closing  expressions, 
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"  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity 
and  passeth  by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  his 
heritage  ?  he  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  because  he 
delighteth  in  mercy.  He  will  turn  again,  he  will  have 
compassion  upon  us  ;  he  will  subdue  our  iniquities  ;  and 
thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea. 
Thou  wilt  perfonn  the  truth  to  Jacob,  and  the  mercy  to 
Abraham,  which  thou  hast  sworn  unto  our  fathers  from 
the  days  of  old."  0  how  will  this  overflowing  faithfulness 
and  mercy  attract  and  win  all  nations  to  Ciirist.  Thus 
"  the  earth  will  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." 

5.  The  Pattern  of  national  holiness  will  also 
affect  the  whole  world.  Israel  will  be  the  first  specimen 
that  our  earth  will  witness  of  a  nation  universally  right- 
eous, which,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  will  know  the 
Lord.  The  prayer  of  the  G7th  Psalm,  "  God  be  merciful 
to  us,  and  bless  us  ;  and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us,  tiiat 
thy  way  may  be  known  on  earth,  thy  saving  health  among 
all  nations,  will  be  realized.  They  shall  call  them  the 
holy  people,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  !  "  And  the  effect 
is  set  before  us  in  Jer.  xii.  15, 16.  "  It  shall  come  to  pass, 
after  that  I  have  plucked  thena  out  I  will  return,  and  have 
compassion  on  them,  and  will  bring  again  every  man  to 
his  heritage,  and  every  man  to  his  land.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  if  they  will  diligently  learn  the  ways  of 
my  people,  then  shall  they  be  built  up  in  the  midst  of  my 
people." 

2.  Let  us  now  notice  the  extent  of  this  effect  ; 
"  To  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit."  This  it  is  that 
gives  a  special  interest  to  ourselves  in  all  that  has  been 
hitherto  said.  It  is  not  a  mere  partial  blessing  to  Israel. 
It  is  the  method  which  infinite  wisdom  and  love  has  seen 
fit  to  adopt  for  ultimately  blessing  our  whole  earth.  St.  Paul 
is  very  distinct  here,  "  If  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the 
reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them 
be  but  life  from  the  dead."  The  prophecies  are  full  of  de- 
scriptions of  this.  Thus  Isaiah  speaking  to  Judah  and 
2  A  2 
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Jerusalem,  says,  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days, 
that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  established 
in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  shall  be  exalted  above  the 
hills  ;  and  All  nations  shall  flow  into  it ;  and  many  peo- 
ple shall  go  and  say.  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
and  he  will  teach  us  of  liis  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his 
paths  ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the 
word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem  ;  and  he  shall  judge 
among  the  nations." 

The  face  of  the  world  is  to  be  filled  with  fruit, 
according  to  the  promise  (Psalm  vi.  7.))  "  Then  shall  the 
earth  yield  her  increase,  and  God,  even  our  own  God,  shall 
bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him."  O 
glorious  issue  of  divine  love  !  God  designs  nothing  less 
for  our  world  than  to  form  "  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness."  The  blossoming, 
budding,  and  bearing  fruit  of  Israel  is  the  great  means  for 
accomplishing  this  blessed  result.  Thus,  at  length,  the 
Lord's  Prayer  will  be  no  longer  viewed  as  a  request  to  l>e 
attained  ;  but  it  will  shew  us  a  blessing  bestowed  ;  it  will 
no  longer  aid  a  struggle  and  conflict,  but  mark  a  victory 
and  a  triumph  ;  no  longer  shew  us  a  hope,  but  an  enjoy- 
ment. No  longer  shall  we  say.  Our  Father  tchich  art  in 
heaven,  but  Thy  tabernacle,  0  God,  is  with  men,  and  thou 
dwellest  with  them  ;  thy  name  is  hallowed  ;  thy  kingdom 
is  come  :  thy  will  is  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  The 
communication  with  heaven  shall  be  re-opened  ;  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth  for  ever  glorify  his  great  name  ; 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  be  for  ever  his  own,  and  earth 
for  ever  a  beauteous  reflection  of  heavenly  harmony  and 
obedience. 

Those  great  promises  of  scripture  which  shew  the  gene- 
ral conversion  of  tlie  whole  world  to  Christ,  and  his  uni- 
versal kingdom,  are  marked  as  to  be  fulfilled  subsequent  to 
his  coming,  and  connected  with  the  restoration  of  his  peo- 
ple Israel.  The  67th  Psalm  is  the  blessing  of  Zion  made 
a  blessing  to  the  earth.    The  72nd  Psalm  is  the  reign  of 
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our  Saviour  over  the  world.  The  prediction  in  Daniel  vii. 
13,  14,  is  of  a  universal  kinn;c]om  at  our  Lord's  return. 
The  memorable  and  most  delightful  assurance  that  "  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea,"  is  connected  directly  with  the  re- 
storation of  the  Jews  in  one  place  (Isaiah  xi.  9 — 11.)  ;  and 
with  the  coming  of  Christ  in  another.  Hab.  ii.  8,  14.  Heb. 
X.  37.  The  equally  memorable  and  equally  delightful 
assurance  at  the  sounding  of  the  seventh  trumpet,  that 
"  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever"  (Rev.  xi.  15.),  is  connected  with  the  time  "of  the 
dead  being  judged."  v.  18.  The  solemn  appeal  to  Timothy 
joins  together  the  return  and  the  kingdom  of  Christ  ;  "I 
charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Chi'ist,  who 
shall  judge  the  quick  and  dead  at  his  appearing  and  king- 
dom, preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season."  2Tim.  iv.  1,2.  The  promises  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment are  very  numerous,  which  join  together  the  blessed- 
ness of  Israel  and  the  blessedness  of  the  whole  earth.  Is'o 
wonder  then  that  the  children  of  God  are  beginning  to  take 
a  livelier  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Jewish  nation,  now 
that  the  dawn  of  its  restoration  begins  dimly  to  appear 
before  us.  0  what  an  auxiliary.  Christian  brethren,  to 
all  our  desii'es,  efforts  and  labours  will  this  zealous  and 
righteous  nation  be  !  We  are  fainting  under  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day;  "The  harvest  is  plenteous,  the 
labourers  are  few  ;  "  the  earth  with  its  untold  millions, 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  little  flock  of  God's 
people,  is  passing  on  to  eternity,  in  darkness,  idolatry, 
enmity  and  alienation  from  God,  full  of  strife  and  full  of 
misery.  And  the  scriptures  shew  us  that  at  length  there 
will  be  a  righteous  nation,  under  the  sway  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  subduing  all  iniquity,  attracting  every  eye,  win- 
ning every  heart,  gaining  the  best  affections  of  all  king- 
doms, and  finally  bending  all  monarchs  and  all  nations  in 
willing  tribute  to  its  divine  Head,  "  the  King  eternal,  im- 
mortal and  invisible,  the  onlj'  wise  God,  our  Saviour." 
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We  too,  under  him,  shall  take  the  kingdom,  and  possess  the 
kingdom  for  ever,  even  for  ever  and  ever  ;  the  happy  and 
glorious  rulers  by  whom  its  blessings  are  dispensed.  O  how 
mightily  that  kingdom  realises  all  our  feeble  plans  of 
mercy,  accomplishes  all  our  designs  of  love,  gloriiies  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth,  fulfils  all  our  prayers,  and  inspires 
our  praises  with  rapturous  Hallelujahs  through  eternity  ! 

The  practical  lessons  such  a  subject  teaches  are  very 
many  :  but  I  can  only  just  notice  a  few. 

1.  Take  a  lively  interest  in  the  state  of  Israel. 
How  many  reasons  have  we  for  this  !  We  received  from 
them  our  blessings.  Our  Saviour  was  a  Jew  ;  our  Bible 
came  through  them  ;  our  Lord's  day  through  them  ;  our 
conversion  through  them  ;  our  future  glory  through  them. 
Most  inexcusable,  and  base,  and  ungrateful  is  all  despising 
and  neglecting  of  the  Jews.  While  on  the  other  hand,  atten- 
tion to  them  and  interest  in  them  is  the  very  spirit  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles. 

2.  Pour  out  fervent  prayers  for  Israel.  This, 
God  has  again  and  again  commanded  ;  "  Pray  for  the 
peace  of  Jerusalem.  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord, 
keep  not  silence,  and  give  him  no  rest  till  he  establish,  and 
till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth."  Surely  this 
ought  to  be  then  a  distinct,  prominent  and  leading  object 
in  your  prayers.  Is  it  really  so  1  Who  is  not  guilty  ? 
Let  us  amend  here  especially. 

3.  Let  Christ  be  preached  for  their  conversion. 
This  also  God  has  distinctly  commanded  ;  "  Go  through, 
go  through  the  gates  ;  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  people. 
Lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people,  say  ye  to  the  daughter 
of  Zlon,  Behold,  thy  Saviour  cometh  !  "  Repentance  and 
remission  of  sins  must  be  preached  among  all  nations, 
"  beginning  at  Jerusalem — to  the  Jew  first  and  also  to 
the  Greek."  Christ  in  his  atoning  death  and  his  retur- 
ing  glory  are  the  grand  means  by  which  Israel  will  be 
won. 

4.  Freely  give  of  your  substance.  It  is  a  talent 
entrusted  to  you.    The  ministry  of  the  word  is  a  talent. 
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Strength  to  labour  is  a  talent.  If  a  minister  is  base  who 
neglects  his  ministry  ;  if  a  labourer  is  worthless  who  neg- 
lects his  work,  equally  base  and  worthless  is  he  who, 
having  'money  entrusted  to  him  of  God,  uses  it  not  for 
those  ends  which  God  has  required  ;  and  he  has  required 
this  use  of  our  money  for  Israel.  If  the  Gentiles  have 
been  made  partakers  of  their  spiritual  things,  their  duty 
is  also  to  minister  to  them  even  in  carnal  things,  much 
more  for  spiritual  objects.  Oh  brethren  !  let  none  of  you 
be  lovers  of  money  !  The  man  who  is  habitually  more 
concerned  to  accumulate  or  retain  the  gains  of  this  world, 
than  he  is  to  see  that  his  soul,  or  the  souls  of  otliers  may 
be  saved,  is  no  Christian.  He  has  only  a  name  to  live. 
"  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him." 
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DISCOURSE  XIV. 

THE  PRESENT  DUTIES  OF  CHRISTIANS  AjS'D  JEWS. 

[Preached  to  the  Jews  in  the  Episcopal  Jews'  Chapel,  London,  Maech 
12,  AND  AT  St.  Augdstine's  in  Litekpool,  Septembkb  27, 1837.] 

Isaiah  lvix.  14. 

Cast  ye  up,  cast  ye  up  ;  prepare  the  way  :  take  up  the  stumh- 
ling-block  out  of  the  way  of  my  people. 

Christians  have  very  plain,  high,  and  holy  duties  to  ful- 
fil towards  the  people  of  Israel.  Every  thing  in  the  New 
Testament  respecting  Israel  is  calculated  to  excite  the 
tender,  compassionate,  and  kind  feelings  of  Christians  to- 
wards the  Jews.  Even  with  regard  to  worldly  good,  our 
duty  to  them  is  made  clear,  we  are  called  their  debtors  : 
"  For  if  the  Gentiles  have  been  made  partakers  of  tlieir 
spiritual  things,  tlieir  duty  is  also  to  minister  unto  them 
in  carnal  things."  And,  with  regard  to  spiritual  things, 
we  are  charged  to  be  followers  of  him  who  said,  "  Brethren, 
my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is,  that  they 
Tiight  be  saved." 

It  is  with  these  feelings  that  I  desire  now  to  address  a 
congregation  of  Jews  and  Christians,  and  to  bring  before 
them  the  solemn  chai'ge  of  the  one  Lord  of  all,  addressed 
to  all  who  put  their  trust  in  him,  and  have  one  common 
hope  to  inherit  his  holy  mountain. 

The  people  of  Israel  are  here  named  as  the  people  of 


DUTIES  OF  CHRISTIAXS  AND  JEWS. 


361 


God,  in  whose  way  stumbling-blocks,  or  occasions  of 
falling  into  sin  are  now  lying.  Hence  they  are  in  the  fol- 
lowing verses  described  as  being  contended  with,  and  under 
wrath  ;  as  smitten  of  God  and  afflicted  ;  as  froward  ;  wan- 
dering in  error  and  mourning.  But  God  has  in  reserve 
health  and  comfort,  peace  and  holiness  ,  he  purposes,  when 
they  are  brought  to  contrition,  to  dwell  with  them  and 
revive  them,  and  restore  to  them  full  blessedness. 

In  order  to  this,  the  stumbling-blocks  must  be  removed, 
and  there  must  be  a  preparation  of  the  way  for  their 
return  to  God.  It  is  to  this  duty  I  now  call  both  Chris- 
tians and  Jews,  in  the  name  of  the  one  God  "  who  is  rich 
over  all  to  all  that  call  upon  him." 

Let  us  consider, 

I.  The  stumbling-blocks  which  we  Christians  have 
thrown  in  the  way  of  tlie  Jews. 

II.  The  stumbling-blocks  which  the  Jews  have  put  in 
their  own  way. 

III.  The  blessed  fi-uits  of  their  removal. 

I.  The  stumbling-blocks  which  we  Christians  have 
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There  are  many  such,  and  it  is  our  first  work  who  are 
Christians,  it  is  fully  admitted,  to  seek  to  remove  these  ; 
while  our  own  sins  are  unconfessed  and  unreproved,  what 
success  can  we  hope  for  in  seeking  to  free  the  Jews  from 
theirs.  Our  Lord's  direction  is,  "  first,  cast  out  the  beam 
out  of  thine  own  eye,  and  tlien  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to 
cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye." 

This  step  is  painful  indeed,  but  absolutely  necessary. 
I  will  not  dwell  on  the  more  open  sins  of  Papal  apostacy, 
Mahomedan  imposture,  or  the  infidelity  of  nominal  Pro- 
testantism, and  the  general  wickedness  and  immorality  of 
those  bearing  the  Christian  name  ;  but  rather  speak  of 
other  stumbling-blocks  which  have  been  very  general 
among  those  professing  Christianity. 

Persecution  is  the  first  stumbling-block  which  w© have 
placed  in  their  way. 
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The  Lord  has  not  left  us  without  warnings  of  this  sin.  He 
says,  Zeeh.  i.  15,  "  I  am  very  sore  displeased  with  the  hea- 
then that  are  at  ease  ;  for  I  was  but  a  little  displeased,  and 
they  helped  forward  the  affliction."  Babylon,  both  literal 
and  mystical,  has  been  especially  guilty  here.  God  says 
to  her,  ( Isaiah  xlvii.  6),  "  I  was  wroth  with  my  people,  I 
have  polluted  mine  inheritance,  and  given  them  into  thine 
hand  :  thou  didst  show  them  no  mercy  ;  upon  the  ancient 
hast  thou  very  heavily  laid  thy  yoke — therefore  shall  evil 
come  upon  thee.  Desolation  and  destruction" — God's  in- 
dignation and  wrathful  anger  are  especially  pronounced 
(Psalm  Ixix.  26)  on  those  "  who  persecute  him  whom 
God  has  smitten,  and  talk  to  the  grief  of  those  whom 
God  has  wounded."  Who  can  read  the  187th  Psalm 
without  seeing  how  deeply  God  resents  any  injury  done 
to  his  peo])le  ? 

Many  are  the  awful  threatenings  against  the  persecutors 
of  God's  people,  (Isa.  x.  12),  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  when 
the  Lord  hath  performed  his  whole  work"  (that  is  of  judg- 
ment), "upon  Mount  Zion  and  upon  Jerusalem,  I  will 
punish  the  fruit  of  the  stout  heart  of  the  King  of  Assyria, 
and  the  glory  of  his  high  looks."  And  again,  ( Jer.  li.  24) 
"  I  will  render  unto  Babylon  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Chaldea,  all  their  evil  that  they  have  done  in  Zion,  in  your 
sight,  saith  the  Lord."  So,  in  the  25th  of  Ezekiel,  judg- 
ments are  threatened  against  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites, 
the  Edomites,  and  the  Philistines,  and  the  Tyrians,  for 
insulting  and  injuring  the  Jews  in  their  afflictions.  Judg- 
ments were  inflicted  upon  the  Egyptians  for  their  trea- 
chery to  the  Jews.  (Ezek.  xxix.  6,  7).  For  the  same 
reason  Mount  Seir  was  punished.  (Ezek.  xxxv.)  See  also 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  5,  7. 

Now,  notwithstanding  these  warnings,  and  neglecting 
them  all,  nominal  Christians  have  from  age  to  age  j^erse-j 
cuted  the  Jews,  and  have  thus  necessarily  raised  mightyl 
prejudices  in  their  minds  against  the  Gospel.  The  history 
of  the  Jews  since  the  rise  of  Popery,  and  especially  during! 
its  power,  has  been  little  else  but  a  history  of  persecutionsJ 
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They  have  in  their  chronicles,  registered  against  us,  their 
banishment  from  England,  in  1289  :  their  banishment  from 
France,  in  13!)4  ;  their  banishment  from  Spain,  in  1491  ; 
and  their  banishment  from  Portugal,  in  1499.  Our  own 
country  unhappily  has  taken  the  lead  here.  What  must 
be  the  natural  conclusion  drawn  from  this  by  the  Jews  : 
'  The  religion  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  hostile  to  us  ;  it 
is  full  of  pride,  selfishness,  and  malignity.'  0  how  the 
meek,  humble,  and  loving  Saviour  has  been  dishonoured 
by  this  !  0  what  a  libel  have  we  put  on  Christ  and  his 
truth  !  Now,  this  stumbling-block  must  be  removed  by 
our  firm  protestation  against  this  persecuting  spii'it,  as 
wholly  contrary  to  the  gospel  of  Christ.  When  Jacob 
speaks  of  Simeon  and  Levi's  cruelty  and  unfaithfulness  to 
the  Shechemites,  he  takes  care  to  separate  himself  wholly 
from  their  spirit :  "  Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren  :  instru- 
ments of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitations.  0  my  soul, 
come  not  thou  into  their  secret  ;  unto  their  assembly,  mine 
honour,  be  not  thou  united  :  cursed  be  their  anger,  for  it 
was  fierce,  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel."  We  must 
humbly  here  confess  the  guilt  of  our  forefathers  ;  and  show 
the  true  spli-it  of  the  New  Testament  in  our  Lord's  weep- 
ing over  Jerusalem,  and  St.  Paul's  earnest  prayer  for  their 
salvation. 

Contempt  of  the  Jews  is  another  stumbling-block  Avhich 
we  have  placed  in  their  way.  Very  contrary  has  our  Spi- 
rit been  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel. 

True,  indeed,  God  had  predicted,  (Deut.  xxviii.  37),  of 
the  Jewish  nation  ;  "  Thou  shalt  become  an  astonishment, 
a  proverb  and  a  bye-word,  among  all  nations  whither  the 
Lord  shall  lead  thee."  This  was  to  come  upon  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  Divine  purpose,  for  their  not  hearkening 
to  the  voice  of  God.  But  as  the  prophecies  respecting  the 
Messiah's  being  cut  off,  and  his  being  "  delivered  by  the 
determinate  counsel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,"  did  not  at 
all  lessen  the  guilt  of  those  who  took  him,  and  by  wicked 
hands  crucified  and  slew  him  ;  so  does  not  this  prophecy  of 
our  making  the  Jews  a  proverb,  or  our  Lord's  prophecy  of 
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Jerusalem's  being  "  trodden  underfoot  by  the  Gentiles," 
at  all  lessen  the  guilt  of  those  inflicting  these  judgments 
upon  them.  Sennacherib  was  not  the  less  guilty  because, 
on  account  of  the  sins  of  others,  God  brought  it  to  pass 
that  "  he  should  be  to  lay  waste  defenced  cities  into  ruinous 
heaps."  The  Divine  judgments  at  length  overtook  the 
Assyrian  himself. 

See  how  God  speaks  on  this  matter  to  us  Gentiles  ; 
"  Therefore  thus  saitli  the  Lord  God  ;  Surely  in  the  fire  of 
my  jealousy  have  I  spoken  against  the  residue  of  the  hea- 
then, and  against  all  Idumea,  which  have  appointed  my 
land  into  their  possession  with  the  joy  of  all  their  heart, 
with  despiteful  minds  ;  to  cast  it  out  for  a  prey."  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  5.  O  how  opposite  is  all  this  to  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
loving  his  enemies  and  dying  for  them  ! 

If  under  all  the  base  and  unworthy  conduct  which 
Christians  have  shown  to  them,  and  the  contumely  which 
they  have  in  such  varied  forms,  for  such  lengthened  ages, 
and  in  so  many  countries  heaped  upon  them,  the  Jews 
have  become  alienated  from  truths  which  Christians  hold, 
what  wonder  need  it  occasion  I.  The  reason  is  palpable  : 
we  have  laid  this  stumbling-block  in  our  brother's  path, 
by  shewing  contempt  instead  of  patient,  persevering,  weep- 
ing, and  interceding  love. 

How  then  can  we  remove  it,  but  by  a  frank,  open,  and 
ingenuous  condemnation  of  ourselves  for  our  conduct  in 
this  matter  ;  justifying  God's  righteousness  in  the  preju- 
dices with  which  the  minds  of  our  Jewish  brethren  have 
been  filled  against  us  ;  readily  acknowledging  that  to  the 
Israelites  "  pertaineth  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the 
covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of 
God,  and  the  promises,  and  the  fatliers,  and,  as  concerning 
the  flesh,  the  coming  of  Christ  himself :  "  and  in  the  view 
of  their  being  broken  off'  for  a  season,  feeling  that  deep  and 
godly  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow  which  Paul  ex- 
pressed ? 

Idolatry  is  a  third  stumbling-block  to  be  noticed. 
Though  Christians  were  and  are  much  warned  against 
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this  in  the  New  Testament ;  though  they  are  told  again 
and  again,  idolaters  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven ;  though  the  apostle  Paul  warns  the  Corinthians, 
"  Neither  be  ye  idolaters,  as  were  some  of  them  :  Mv  dearly 
beloved  flee  from  idolatry  :  "  though  he  says,  "  Come  out 
and  be  separate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing  ;  though 
the  apostle  John  gives  as  a  last  charge  in  his  general  epis- 
tle the  solemn  and  tender  admonition,  "  Little  children, 
keep  yourselves  from  idols  ; "  yet  have  Christians  most 
fearfully  apostatized  in  Popish,  and  in  the  eastern  churches, 
to  the  most  open  idolatry,  and  left  the  Jews  to  be  the  wit- 
nesses both  of  the  unity  and  spirituality  of  the  true  God. 
Perhaps  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of 
nominal  Christians  who  have  their  representatives  in 
Jerusalem,  whose  most  apparent  worship  is  idolatry. 
Hence  the  Jews  there,  judging  of  Christianity  by  Chris- 
tian worship,  have  learned  to  view  Christ,  our  and  their 
Lord  and  Messiah,  as  "  the  man  who  teaches  Christians  to 
worship  idols."  Oh,  awful  stumbling-block  !  When  shall 
it  be  removed  ?  And  though  we  may  not,  as  protestauts, 
have  thus  awfully  and  openly  apostatized,  yet  if  a  man 
may  make  his  belly  his  god,  if  covetousness  he  idolatry, 
we  are  not  without  blame  here  also.  Blessed  be  God  such 
labours  as  those  of  the  Jews'  Society,  and  our  Hebrew 
Liturgy,  and  its  speedy  use  in  Jerusalem,  will,  we  trust, 
soon  help  to  remove  these  most  serious  hindrances  in  the 
way  of  their  return  to  the  Lord. 

Neglect  of  the  law  of  Moses  is  a  fourth  stumbling- 
block  placed  by  Christians  in  their  way. 

In  our  y\ew6  of  our  gospel  privileges  and  the  full  bless- 
edness there  provided  for  the  guilty,  we  have  far  too  much 
slighted  and  neglected  the  law.  I  need  not  recount  what 
great  things  are  said  of  the  Law.  The  ll!)fh  Psalm  is 
full  of  its  excellence.  "  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect, 
converting  the  soul — more  to  be  desired  than  gold,  yea, 
tlian  much  fine  gold,  sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the 
honeycomb."  The  New  Testament  sets  it  not  aside,  but 
stablishes  it  as  holy,  just,  and  good,  and  gives  a  motive 
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and  strength  before  unknown  for  obedience  to  it.  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  God's  own  Son,  was  made  under  it  ;  the 
very  end  of  his  work  was  that  the  Law  might  be  written 
by  his  own  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  The  Old 
Testament  closes  with  the  admonition,  "  Remember  ye  the 
law  of  Moses  my  servant,  which  I  commanded  unto  him 
in  Horeb  for  all  Israel,  with  the  statutes  and  judgments." 
The  New  Testament  almost  closes  with  the  promise, 
"  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they 
may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life."  But  Christians  have 
thought  of  the  law  as  a  severe  master.  While  free  from 
its  ceremonial  observances,  they  have  spoken  in  far 
too  unguarded  a  manner,  as  if  the  \vhole  were  abrogated  ; 
terms  of  contempt  have  been  applied  to  it :  it  has  been 
confounded  with  its  self-righteous  abuse  :  it  has  been 
viewed  merely  as  a  system  of  terror,  rather  than  re- 
garded as  given  in  love,  and  altogether  good  and  gracious  ; 
the  whole  of  it  has  been  treated  as  if  it  were  beggarly 
elements.  Though  men  have  perverted  its  institutions,  and 
put  them  in  the  place  of  Christ,  and  so  rested  in  the  out- 
side forms  instead  of  Christ,  and  by  such  gross  abuse  made 
them  really  beggarly  elements,  yet  the  whole  law  is  indeed 
the  eternal  word  of  God,  his  every  word  is  pure  and  per- 
fect, nor  are  we  at  all  in  a  right  state,  but  as  we  can  say, 
"  0  how  I  love  thy  law." 

Imagine,  then,  the  eiFect  of  this  despising  of  the  law  on 
a  Jewish  mind  !  What  an  argument  it  becomes  against  the 
gospel  !  How  it  justifies  them  in  their  rejection  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  hardens  them  in  their  unbelief,  when  they 
see  in  us  the  inconsistency  of  despising  what  we  profess 
to  receive  as  divine  ! 

This  stumbling-block  has  to  be  removed  by  our  setting 
forth  the  example  of  Christ,  our  Lord,  who  "  magnified 
the  law,  and  made  it  honourable  ;  "  by  showing, — as  in- 
deed it  were  well  for  us  did  we  fully  understand, — the 
national  wisdom  of  its  statutes,  the  richness  of  its  promises, 
the  tj'pical  fulness  of  all  its  ordinances,  the  reasonableness 
of  its  services,  the  depth  of  its  meaning,  and  the  purity 
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of  its  holiness  ;  and,  with  all  this,  its  full  and  entire  har- 
mony with  the  gospel  in  foreshadowing-  its  truth,  and  in 
sweet  earnest  of  its  grace.  Oil,  that  this  stumbling-block 
were,  indeed,  fully  taken  out  of  the  way  by  us  Cliristians ! 

Unbelief  of  the  Prophets  is  the  last-stumbling-block 
to  be  removed  by  Christians  which  I  would  notice. 

One  of  the  latest  reproofs  of  our  Redeemer  to  his  church 
was  on  this  ground,  "  O  fools,  and  slow  of  heart,  to  believe 
all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken  ;  ought  not  Christ  to 
have  suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  !  " 
We,  too,  have  been  very  slow  of  heart  on  the  same  ground. 
The  promises  are  full  of  special  privileges  hereafter  to 
Israel,  and  hence  has  risen  a  deep-seated  and  lengthened 
jealousj'  of  us  Gentiles,  leading  us  to  unbelief  in  the  plain 
declarations  of  the  Old  Testament  scripture.  The  restora- 
tion of  Israel  to  their  own  land,  though  clearly  predicted 
in  words  inapplicable  to  any  former  return,  is  disbelieved. 
The  return  of  Christ  to  reign  over  Israel  as  their  King, 
though  again  and  again  asserted  both  in  the  Old  (Zech.  iii. 
]4_18.  Zech.  ii.  10—12.  Ezek.  xx.xvii.  21—25  ;  xliii. 
R— 9)  and  in  the  New  Testament  (Luke  i.  .32.  Heb.  i.  8. 
Rev.  iii.  7.)  is  disbelieved.  The  glory  of  their  nation  in 
the  latter  day,  though  the  Old  Testament  be  full  of  it 
(Isaiah  Ix.  Jer.  xxxi. ;  xxxiii.  Ezek.  xx  ;  xxxiv  ;  xxxvi.) 
and  the  New  sanctions  the  hope  (Rom.  xi.  2.5 — 31.  Matt, 
xxiii.  39,)  is  disbelieved.  Tlie  subordination  of  the  Gen- 
tile states  to  the  Jewish  nation,  though  plainly  predicted 
(Isaiah  xiv.  1  ;  Ix.  3 — 14  ;  Ixi.  5 — 9  ;  Ezek.  xvi.  61,)  is 
disbelieved.  Their  perpetual  continuance  as  a  nation  on 
earth,  though  expressly  stated  (Jer.  xxxi.  35  ;  xxxii.  37 
—41  ;  xxxiii.  17—26.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  25—28,)  is  dis- 
believed. The  resurrection-inheritance  of  their  fathers 
upon  earth,  though  foretold  by  our  Lord  (Matt.  xxii.  23 
— 83  ;  viii.  11,)  and  his  apostles  (Acts  vii.  5.  Heb.  xi. 
8,  9.  2  Peter  iii.  13,)  as  well  as  the  Old  Testament 
prophets  (Dan.  xii.  2.  Ezek.  x.xxvii.)  is  disbelieved.  At 
least  I  acknowledge  my  own  guilt  in  my  past  unbelief  of 
these  things. 
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The  evU.  effects  of  this  stumbling-block  are  very  o;reat. 
Our  mouths  are  shut  when  we  would  enter  into  argument. 
How  can  we  convict  them  of  unbelief  in  plain  prophecies, 
when  we  ourselves  are  unbelieving  in  still  plainer  prophe- 
cies ?  We  must  seem  to  them  like  aliens  wresting  away 
from  them  their  mercies  ;  not  like  friends  seeking  their 
highest  good.  It  shows,  too,  such  unacquaintance  with  the 
scriptures,  such  want  of  common  principles  on  which  to 
argue,  such  lax  modes  of  interpretation,  and  such  a 
doing  of  violence  to  the  sacredness  of  God's  word,  as 
must  needs  be  real  hindrances  in  the  way  of  their  listen- 
ing to  us. 

The  removal  of  this  stumbling-block  must  be  effected 
by  the  simple  belief,  diligent  study,  and  clear  announce- 
ment of  Jewish  prophecies  ;  by  dehght  in  the  prospect  of 
their  fulfilment,  and  pouring  out  our  fervent  prayers,  and 
giving  our  patient  labours  of  love,  for  this  end.  Ephraim 
nmst  not  envy  JitAah.  We  are  the  children  of  the  Jews, 
the  very  seed  of  Abraham,  by  the  past  reception  of  the 
gospel  from  them  ;  they  become  ours  by  the  quickly 
approaching  reception  of  the  gospel  from  us.  Thus  shall 
we,  in  spirit,  fulfil  Elijah's  office,  "  and  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  hearts  of  the  children 
to  their  fathers." 

II.  The  stumbling-blocks  which  the  Jews  have 

PUT  IN  THEIR  OWN  WAY. 

The  confession  by  us  Christians,  of  our  own  sins,  is 
needful  to  lead  you,  our  Jewish  brethren,  to  similar  con- 
fession on  your  own  ground.  And  having  thus  freely 
testified  and  acknowledged  our  own  sinfulness,  I  would 
now,  with  equal  plainness,  and  in  the  same  spirit  of  love, 
address  you,  my  Jewish  brethren.  Think  of  your  rejec- 
tion by  the  banishment  of  the  ten  tribes  by  Sbabnanezer, 
as  you  yourselves  acknowledge,  2393  years  back  ;  think 
of  the  destruction  of  the  second  temple  by  the  Romans, 
and  the  banishment  of  the  two  tribes,  as  you  acknowledge, 
1769  years  since.    God  must  have  strong  grounds  of  con- 
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ti'oversy  in  so  long  a  rejection.  Let  us  search  for  these 
in  those  scriptures  of  which  you  acknowledge  the  divine 
authority. 

In  going  through  your  stumbling-blocks,  I  would  by  no 
means  imply  that  we  Christians  have  not  been  guilty  in 
the  very  same  matters,  if  not  in  the  same  mode.  Far  from 
it  ;  we  too  have  sinned  with  you  ;  let  us  "  confess  our 
faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  for  one  another,  that  we 
may  be  healed."  Chiefly,  and  in  the  foreground,  I  place 
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS,  Moses,  in  whom  you  trust,  has 
solemnly  warned  you  of  this  sin,  Deut.  ix.  6  :  "  Under- 
stand therefore  that  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee  not  this 
good  land  to  possess  it  for  thy  righteousness,  for  thou  art 
a  stiff-necked  people."  So  Moses  again  says,  Lev.  xxvi. 
41,  speaking  of  you  in  this  time  of  your  affliction,  "  that 
if  your  uncircumcised  hearts  be  humbled,  and  you  then 
accept  of  the  punishment  of  your  iniquity,  then  the  Lord 
will  remember  his  covenant  with  Jacob,  and  also  his  cove- 
nant with  Isaac,  and  also  his  covenant  with  Abraham 
will  he  remember,  and  will  remember  the  land."  Nay, 
God  even  promises  (Deut.  xxx.  6)  that  he  himself  will 
"  circumcise  your  hearts,  that  you  may  live,"  0  how 
God  pleads  with  you  on  this  ground  in  Jeremiah  !  "  How 
canst  thou  say,  I  am  not  polluted  1 "  And  then,  after  enu- 
merating your  sins,  he  adds,  Yet  thou  sayest,  because  I 
am  innocent,  surely  his  anger  shall  turn  from  me.  Behold, 
I  will  plead  with  thee,  because  thou  sayest,  I  have  not 
sinned."  Remember,  I  entreat  you,  how  you  attained 
your  restoration  from  the  first  captivity,  by  the  deep 
humiliation  and  penitent  confession  of  Daniel ;  yet  for 
seventy  years  they  remained  unhumbled,  so  that  Daniel 
said,  "  Under  the  whole  heaven  hath  not  been  done  as  hath 
been  done  unto  Jerusalem.  As  it  was  written  in  the  law 
of  Moses,  all  this  evil  is  come  upon  us  :  yet  made  we  not 
our  prayer  before  the  Lord  our  God,  that  we  might  turn 
from  our  iniquity,  and  understand  thy  truth."  0  stumble 
710  longer  at  this  stumbling-stone, — your  own  righteous- 
ness.   See  how  all  the  prophets  have  borne  witness  that 
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"  the  just  live  by  faith,  and  his  soul  that  is  lifted  up,  is 
not  upright  within  him." 

Next,  we  place  traditions  of  men.  True,  we  Chris- 
tians have  also  here  sinned  ;  in  Papal  superstitions  most 
grievously  :  and  everywhere  by  trusting  too  much  in  man. 
But  your  own  scriptures  warn  j'ou,  my  Jewish  brethren,  of 
this  sin.  How  plainly  Closes  speaks  on  this  point,  Deut. 
iv.  2  :  "  Ye  shall  not  add  unto  the  word  which  I  command 
you,  neither  shall  ye  diminish  ought  from  it  ;  that  ye  may 
keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  your  God  which  I 
command  you."  How  plainly  is  it  testified,  (Prov.  xxx. 
5,  G.)  "  Every  word  of  God  is  pure  ;  he  is  a  shield  to 
them  that  put  their  trust  in  him.  Add  thou  not  unto  his 
words,  lest  he  reprove  thee,  and  thou  be  found  a  liar."  In 
the  same  manner,  Isaiah  predicts  of  you  :  Forasmuch  as 
this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and  with  tlieir 
lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  removed  their  heart  far  from 
me,  and  their  fear  towards  me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of 
men ;  therefore  behold,  I  will  proceed  to  do  a  marvellous 
work  among  this  people,  even  a  marvellous  work  and  a 
wonder  ;  for  the  wisdom  of  their  wise  men  shall  perish,  and 
the  understanding  of  their  prudent  men  shall  be  hid." 

According  to  your  own  reckoning  your  Mishna  was 
completed  1626  j^ears  since  ;  your  Jerusalem  Talmud  1367 
years  since,  and  your  Babylonian  Talmud  133-3  years 
since.  And  what  a  stumbling-block  these  present  in  the 
path  of  simple  faith  in  God's  word  has  been  sufficiently 
shown  in  tracts,  published  by  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christianity  among  you.*  0  return,  return  to  the  law 
and  to  the  testimony  :  "  if  they  speak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.  What  is 
the  chaff  to  the  wheat,  saith  the  Lord  I " 

CovETOUSNESS  is  another  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of 
some.  I  allow  the  noble  liberality  of  many  among  you, 
but  love  of  money  is,  I  fear,  a  real  stumbling-stone  to 
some  Jews.  Nor  do  I  go  here  on  the  general  report  of 
your  fellow-creatures  ;  nor  on  the  amazing  wealth  some  of 
:>  See  M'Caul's  "  Old  Tath?,"  a  work  full  of  infonnatioD. 
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your  nation  have  accumulated  ;  let  your  own  scriptures 
be  the  judge.  The  words  following  my  text  speak  very 
plainly  ; — v.  17  :  "For  the  iniquity  of  his  covetousness  was 
I  wroth,  and  smote  him  ;  I  hid  me,  and  was  wroth,  and 
he  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart."  So  Jere- 
miah testifies  thus  :  "  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  saith  the  Lord  ;  for  from  tiie 
least  of  them  even  unto  the  greatest  of  them,  every  one  is 
given  to  covetousness,  and  from  the  prophet  even  unto  the 
priest  every  one  dealeth  falsely."  So  Ezekiel  testifies, 
"  With  their  mouth  they  shew  much  love,  but  their  heart 
goeth  after  their  covetousness."    Ezek.  xxxiii.  31. 

Oniy  Jewish  brethren,  put  away,  put  away  this  stumb- 
ling-block. How  can  you  possibly,  to  use  the  words  of 
Job,  make  gold  your  hope,  "  and  say  to  the  fine  gold,  Thou 
art  my  confidence,"  and  really  be  the  children  of  the  living 
God,  and  walking  in  the  light  of  his  countenance  1  Listen 
to  the  words  of  your  own  Solomon  :  "  Happy  is  the  man 
that  findeth  wisdom,  and  the  man  that  getteth  understand- 
ing. For  the  merchandize  of  it  is  better  than  the  mer- 
chandize of  silver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold. 
She  is  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  all  the  things  that 
thou  canst  desire  are  not  to  be  compared  to  her."  How 
can  you  be  "  a  kingdom  of  priests  to  the  Lord,"  the  leaders 
in  a  heavenly  kingdom,  while  your  minds  are  thus  grovel- 
ling in  the  mire  of  this  world  ? 

A  FALSE  VIEW  OF  God  is  another  stumbling-block  in 
your  way,  my  Jewish  brethren.  While  you  have  kept  at 
the  remotest  distance  from  literal  and  open  idolatry,  you 
have  made  to  yourselves  a  strange  god  unknown  to  your 
fathers.  This  Moses  foretold  of  you  (Deut.  xxxii.  21,) 
"  They  have  moved  me  to  jealousy  with  tliat  which  is  not 
God  ;  they  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  vanities, 
and  I  will  move  them  to  jealousy  with  those  which  are  not 
a  people  ; — I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a  foolish 
nation."  This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  before  you. 
We  were  not  a  people  of  God,  we  were  a  foolish  nation, 
and  yet  how  has  the  Lord  honoured  us  since  we  believed  in 
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the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  To  tliis  depar- 
ture from  the  true  God  you  were  always  prone.  Thus, 
even  of  your  coming  out  of  Egj-pt,  Amos  asks,  "  Have  ye 
offered  unto  me  sacrifices  and  ofiFerings  in  the  ^\'ilderness 
forty  years,  0  house  of  Israel  ?  But  j-e  have  borne  the 
tabernacle  of  your  ]\Ioloch  and  Chiun  your  images,  the 
star  of  your  god,  which  ye  made  to  yourselves."  God 
takes  as  no  worship  of  him  that  which  is  not  in  spirit  and 
in  truth,  and  that  which  has  no  true  views  of  his  real 
character.  And  yet  what  perverted  views  your  Talmud 
gives  of  God !  How  often  has  God  declared  by  ]\Ioses 
(Deut.  X.  17,)  Samuel  (2  Sam.  xiv.  1-4,)  andtlu-oughout  the 
Old  Testament  (2  Chron.  xix.  7,)  that  "he  regardeth  not 
persons  ;"  God  does  not  respect  any  person.  He  chose  j-ou 
to  be  a  blessing  to  the  world,  and  you  have  perverted  it  to 
self-righteousness  and  high-mindedness,  and,  despising  us 
Gentiles,  and  we  now,  alas  !  have  also  fallen  into  the  same 
sin.  Surely  the  67th  Psalm  may  teach  us  both,  that,  if 
God  is  merciful  to  us  and  blesses  us,  and  lifts  up  the  light 
of  his  countenance  upon  us,  it  is  that  his  "  way  may  be 
known  on  earth,  his  saving  health  among  all  nations." 
Surely  your  scriptures  contain  evidence  enough  that  God 
is  not  "  the  God  of  the  Jews  only,  but  also  of  us  Gentiles." 
You  have  had  partial  views  of  God.  How  strongly  Malachi 
reproves  you  for  this,  and  thus  announces  the  solemn 
determination  of  Jehovah  :  "  I  have  no  pleasure  in  you, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  neither  will  I  accept  an  offering 
at  your  hand.  For  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  same  my  name  shall  be  great  among  th 
Gentiles  ;  and  in  every  place  incense  shall  be  offered  unt 
my  name,  and  a  pure  offering  ;  for  my  name  shall  be  great 
among  the  heathen,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts." 

Lay  aside,  then,  all  these  false  views  of  God's  partiality 
See  that  his  special  grace  to  any  is  for  the  good  of  all 
See  that  his  name  is  love.  See,  as  Moses  so  beautifully 
reveals,  "  The  Lord  3"our  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of 
Lords,  a  great  God,  a  mighty  and  a  terrible,  which  regardeth 
not  persons,  nor  taketh  reward.    He  doth  execute  the 
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judgment  of  the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  and  loveth  the 
stranger  in  giving  him  food  and  raiment.  Love  ye,  there- 
fore, the  sti-anger,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land  of 
Egypt." 

I  add  one  more  stumbling-block.  The  crowning  and 
most  fearful  of  all  your  stumbling-blocks,  the  sum  of  the 
whole  is,  your  unbelief  in  the  Son  of  God.  This  is 
your  great  sin,  this  is  the  capital  guilt  of  your  nation,  this 
is  the  whole  cause  of  your  other  sins,  of  your  dispersion, 
and  degradation,  and  unparalleled  affliction,  lengthened, 
as  you  yourselves  acknowledge,  nearly  1800  years.  You 
have  walked  contrary  to  God  in  this,  and  have  brought  on 
you  that  sevenfold  punishment  so  clearly  and  so  often  pre- 
dicted in  the  2.5th  of  Leviticus.  Though  Moses  has  so 
expressly  forewarned  you  that  God  would  "  require  it  of 
you,"  if  you  would  not  "  hearken  to  the  prophet  like 
himself,  raised  from  the  midst  of  you,"  you  have  not 
hearkened  to  that  Prophet.  Though  Isaiali  had  predicted, 
(viii.  14,)  that  he  should  be  "  for  a  stone  of  stumbling,  and 
for  a  rock  of  offence  to  both  the  houses  of  Israel,"  you 
have  not  taken  the  solemn  warning.  When  God  said,  as 
Isaiah  declares,  (xxviii.  16.)  "  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for 
a  foundation,  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precious  corner-stone, 
a  sure  foundation  ; "  it  still  came  to  pass,  as  David  had 
predicted,  "  the  builders  refused  this  stone  :  "  that  stone 
which  "became  the  head  of  the  corner."  Thus  were  Isaiah's 
predictions  of  your  unbelief  realized,  "  Wlio  hath  believed 
our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ? " 

Think  not  to  say,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  not  fulfilled 
the  promises  of  glory.  1  have  already  acknowledged  the 
great  sinfulness  of  us  Christians  in  our  unbelief  of  these 
promises.  A  right  faith  in  God's  word  would  have  led 
us,  as  well  as  you,  to  see  the  glory  yet  to  be  revealed,  as 
clearly  as  we  see  the  sufferings  really  accomplished  ;  and 
tliough  now  we  see  not  yet  all  thinrjs  2>ut  under  him,  it  is 
only,  according  to  his  own  words,  delayed  till  he  return 
and  establish  everywhere  his  own  happy  kingdom. 

Christians  are  beginning  to  believe  that  the  kingdom 
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will  be  restored  to  Israel.  0  do  you  Israelites  begin  to 
believe  that  your  fathers  have  pierced  God's  only  SoDj 
have  "denied  the  Holy  One  and  the  Just,  and  desired  a 
murderer  to  be  granted  in  his  place,  and  killed  the  Prince 
of  Life,  whom  God  raised  from  the  dead."  Let  us  in  joint 
humiliation  put  away  every  stumbling-block,  and  come 
to  the  one  God  through  the  one  Redeemer,  "  for  there  is 
no  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek,  for  the  same 
Lord  over  all  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  him." 

III.  The  blessed  fruits  of  their  removal. 
These  fruits  are  set  before  us  in  the  verses  which  follow 
our  text. 

1st.  Humiliation  and  contrition. — "  For  thus  saith 
the  High  and  Lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose 
name  is  Holy,  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with 
him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit."  When 
we  have  removed  these  stumbling-blocks,  all  our  high- 
minded  thoughts  of  ourselves  perish  ;  the  ground  on  which 
they  rested  is  taken  away,  and  we  see  what  is  our  real 
character,  as  vile  and  miserable  sinners  before  the  Holy 
God.  We  get  to  Isaiah's  state  of  mind,  when  he  saw  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  ;  "Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  because 
I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips."  We  gain  Job's  deep  views  : 
"  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes."  Very 
clear  and  very  gracious  are  the  promises  to  you,  my  Jew- 
ish brethren,  on  this  very  point,  in  the  prophecies  of 
Zechariah  :  "  I  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace 
and  supplication,  and  they  shall  look  upon  him  whom 
they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him  as  on 
mourneth  for  his  onlj^  son,  and  shall  be  in  bitterness  fo 
him  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for  his  first-born."  Her 
is  that  sowing  in  tears,  which  must  precede  your  reapin 
in  joy.  Bitter  it  is,  but  blessed,  most  blessed  ;  it  is  thai 
beginning  of  all  your  true  glory. 

Revival  and  healing. — The  promise  goes  on  thus 
"  To  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  th 
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heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  I  have  seen  his  ways  and  will 
heal  him."  God,  even  our  own  God, — I  speak  to  Jew  and 
Gentile, — is  full  of  compassion,  and  will  not  contend  for 
ever  :  when  he  sees  the  end  of  afBiction  answered,  and 
that  men  are  brought  to  a  state  of  mind  in  which  he  can 
wisely  and  justly,  as  well  as  lovingly  and  graciously  ap- 
pear for  them,  then  his  mercy  delights  to  have  free  course 
in  doing  good  to  them.  As  the  Lord,  in  his  tender  mercy, 
appeared  for  Israel  again  and  again,  in  days  that  are 
passed  ;  in  Egypt,  in  the  wilderness,  under  their  judges 
and  their  kings,  in  Babylon,  under  the  Maccabees,  and  in 
the  birth  of  his  Son  Jesus,  and  the  raising  up  of  the  apos- 
tles from  among  them,  so  he  will  appear  again,  far  more 
gloriously,  and  the  former  deliverances  shall  be  no  more 
related  for  the  greater  deliverances  yet  to  come.  Then 
shall  it  be  said,  as  Jeremiah  twice  predicts  :  "  The  Lord 
liveth,  that  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  from  the 
land  of  the  north,  and  from  all  the  lands  whither  he  had 
driven  them  ;  and  I  will  bring  them  again  into  their  land 
that  I  gave  unto  their  fathers."  Jer.  xvi.  15 — 24  ;  viii. 
It  is  not  a  new  work  we  want  for  Israel,  but  a  revival  of 
former  dealings  with  them  ;  let  us  then  all  plead  for  Israel, 
for  whose  revival  both  Jew  and  Gentile  are  deeply  con- 
cerned, in  the  beautiful  words  of  our  Prayer-book,  "  0 
Lord,  aiise,  help  us,  and  deliver  us  for  thy  name's  sake. 
0  God,  we  have  heard  with  our  ears,  and  our  fathers 
have  declared  unto  us  the  noble  works  tliat  thou  didst 
in  their  days,  and  in  the  old  time  before  them."  0  when 
the  great  Physician  comes,  how  assuredly  and  how  joyfully 
will  he  fulfil  his  gracious  promises,  "  I  will  heal  their 
backslidings.  I  will  love  them  freely."  When  that  Light 
of  the  world  returns,  we  shall  understand  the  rich  and 
gracious  prediction,  "  Unto  you  that  fear  my  name, 
shall  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  his 
wings." 

Comfort  and  peace,  too,  are  promised  ;  "  I  will  lead 
him  also,  and  restore  comforts  unto  him  and  to  his  mourn- 
ers.   I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips  ;  Peace,  peace,  to  him 
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that  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is  near,  saith  the  Lord  : 
and  I  will  heal  him."  No  one  can  have  read  the  OKI 
Testament  promises  to  Israel,  without  seeing  how  much 
the  Holy  Ghost  dwells  on  their  being  comforted.  Thrice 
is  the  command  given  in  one  place,  "  Comfort  ye,  comfort 
ye  my  people ;  speak  ye  comfoi-tably  to  Jerusalem." 
Twice  is  the  promise  repeated  in  another.  "  As  one  whom 
his  mother  comforteth,  so  wUl  I  comfort  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
comforted."  This  shews  indeed,  first,  the  great  depth  of 
their  previous  mourning  and  humiliation ;  but  it  shews 
also  the  fulness  and  permanence  of  the  comfort  that  shall 
be  given  them.  How  amazing  will  be  the  contrast  to  their 
present  sorrow,  when  all  the  rich  and  great  consolations 
which  are  in  Christ  Jesus  are  imparted.  With  this,  per- 
fect peace  will  be  given.  How  often  do  the  scriptures 
dwell  on  this  peace  as  the  result  of  our  Redeemer's  return 
and  reign  over  Israel.  His  title  is  "  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
They  shall  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning-hooks  ;  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shaU  they  learn  war  any  more.  In 
his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish,  and  abundance  of 
peace  so  long  as  the  moon  endureth."  All  these  blessings, 
my  Jewish  and  Christian  brethren,  are  in  reserve  for  us 
on  putting  away  our  stumbling-blocks.  Through  Jesus 
we  are  one.  "  He  is  our  peace  who  hath  made  both  one, 
and  hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between 
lis."    0  let  us  together  exalt  and  glorify  his  name  alone. 

I  cannot  forbear  noticing  another  twofold  fruit  of  the 
removal  of  these  stumbling-blocks  :  Gladness  and  Glory. 
To  these  the  prophet  calls  our  attention  in  the  latter  chap- 
ter :  (Isaiah  Ixv.  18,  19.)  "Behold,  I  create  Jerusalem  a 
rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy  ;  and  I  will  rejoice  in  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  joy  in  my  people,  and  the  voice  of  weeping 
shall  be  no  more  heard  in  her  ;  "  and  he  bids  aU  that  love 
her,  and  all  that  mourn  for  her,  "  to  rejoice  and  be  gla 
with  her."  Ixvi.  10.  The  Lord  too  promises,  "  I  will  ex 
tend  peace  to  her  like  a  river,  and  the  glory  of  the  Gentil 
like  a  flowing  stream."    Isaiah  Ixvi.  12.   Indeed,  when  w 
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remember  that  Jerusalem  is  called  by  our  Lord  Jesus  in  the 
New  Testament,  "  the  city  of  the  great  King  ;  and  in  the 
Old  Testament,  "  the  throne  of  God's  glory  ; "  and  it  is 
said  of  times  yet  to  come,  "  the  name  of  the  city  from 
that  day  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there  ;  "  when  we  remember 
that  both  Old  and  New  Testaments  declare,  that  the  Son  of 
the  Highest  "  shall  have  given  unto  him  the  throne  of  his 
father  David,  and  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end ;  "  with 
such  a  Monarch,  with  such  a  throne,  and  city,  and  king- 
dom, what  words  can  at  all  describe,  what  imagination 
can  even  reach  the  exceeding,  the  full,  and  the  eternal 
glory  yet  to  be  given  to  Israel ! 

0  when  that  quickly-coming  day  arrives,  while  "  dark- 
ness covers  the  whole  earth,"  and  the  shades  of  the  great 
tribulation  thicken  on  every  side  ;  and  the  first  streaks  of 
the  returning  Sun  of  Righteousness  paint  the  distant  hor- 
izon, as  his  glory  rises  more  and  more  upon  us,  with  what 
shouts  of  joy  will  God  himself  say  to  Zion,  while  his  glo- 
rified hosts  re-echo  the  glad  sound,  "  Arise,  shine  ;  for 
thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon 
thee.  For  behold,  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and 
gross  darkness  the  people  ;  but  the  Lord  shall  rise  upon 
thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee.  And  the 
Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings  to  the  bright- 
ness of  thy  rising." 

O  brethren,  Jews  and  Christians,  let  us  quickly  remove 
all  our  mutual  stiimbling-blocks,  that  this  day  of  full 
blessedness  and  glory  may  at  length,  in  all  its  healing, 
shine  forth  over  all  the  earth. 
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KEv.  c.  Simeon's  address  to  the  undergraduates 

OF  CAMBRIDGE,  AT  THEIR  MEETING,    OCTOBER  31, 

1836.    [page  153.] 

The  following  address  from  the  Rev.  Charles  Simeon  to  the  students 
composing  the  Undergraduates'  Missionary  Association  (of  which  the 
Rev.  W.  Carus,  Fellow  and  Senior  Dean  of  Trinity  College,  is  Pre- 
sident), was  at  his  express  desire,  taken  down  by  me,  from  his  dic- 
tation, on  Mondaj'  morning,  the  31st  of  October,  1836,  (while  lying 
on  his  bed  without  hope  of  recovery,*)  with  a  view  to  its  being  read 
at  the  meeting  of  the  association  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  So 
calm  and  collected,  so  vigorous,  I  ma}'  saj',  was  his  mind  throughout, 
that  on  reading  over  to  him  the  draft  of  which  this  is  a  transcript,  no 
correction  u-Iudevcr  was  found  necessar}-,  and  it  was  read  by  me  to 
the  meeting  word  for  word  as  it  was  dictated  to  me,  in  a  low  whisper, 
from  his  own  lips.  It  was  written  with  the  knowledge  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  conversion  of  the  Jews  would  be  brought  before  the  Society 
in  tlie  course  of  the  evening. 

G.  Spence. 

Mv  DEAR  YOUNG  FrIENDS, 

I  have  long  wished  to  address  you  on  this  occasion,  and  since  I 
have  no  hope  of  doing  it  by  word  of  mouth,  I  have  wished  to  do  it 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Spence,f  but  the  weakness  that  has 
come  upon  me,  incapacitates  me  from  doing  it  as  I  could  desire.  You 
will,  however  excuse  my  infirmities. 


*  He  died  on  Sunday,  th«  13th  of  November,  at  a  quarter  tefore  two 
o'clock.  t  One  of  Mr.  Simeon's  curates. 
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The  thing  which  I  wish  to  bring  before  you  is  this  :— Ought  we,  or 
ought  we  not,  to  resemble  Almighty  God  in  the  things  most  near  and 
dear  to  God  himself? 

It  has  been  the  one  object  of  my  life  to  do  so,  and  it  is  my  dying 
prayer  for  you  that  you  may  do  so  also. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  is  at  this  very  moment,  God's  view  of  his  ancient 
people,  and  his  feelings  towards  them  ?  "  I  have  delivered  the  dearly 
beloved  of  my  soul  into  the  hand  of  her  enemies."   Jer.  xii.  7. 

Are  such  God's  feelings  towards  them  even  now  ?  And  ought  not 
ours  to  resemble  them  ?  Have  we  no  cause  for  shame,  and  sorrow, 
and  contrition,  that  we  have  resembled  him  so  little  in  past  times? 
And  has  not  every  one  of  us  cause  for  shame,  and  sorrow,  and  con- 
trition, for  his  sad  want  of  resemblance  to  God  at  this  very  hour  ? 
Yea,  for  his  very  contrariety  to  God  in  this  respect?  Yes,  have  we 
not  reason  to  blush  and  be  confounded  before  God,  when  not  even  a 
desire  for  this  resemblance  has  existed  in  our  minds? 

Respecting  them  at  this  moment  also,  God  says,  (Rom.  xi.  28,) 
"  They  are  beloved  for  the  fathers'  sake ;  "  and  have  we  no  sense  of 
shame  that  there  is  no  correspondence  of  mind  between  God  and  us  in 
that  respect  ? 

But  God  says  concerning  them,  "  I  do  not  this  for  your  sakes,  0 
house  of  Israel,  but  for  mine  holy  name''ssahe,  which  ye  have  profaned 
among  the  heathen,  whither  ye  went.  And  I  will  sanctify  my  great 
■name,  which  was  profaned  among  the  heathen,  which  ye  have  profaned 
in  the  midst  of  them;  and  the  heathen  shall  know  ihaX  I  am  tlie  Lord, 
saith  the  Lord  God,  when  I  shall  be  sanctified  in  you  before  their 
eyes.  For  I  will  take  you  from  among  the  heathen,  and  gather  you 
out  of  all  countries,  and  will  bring  you  into  your  own  land."  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  22,  24. 

Now,  I  ask,  let  the  Jews  be  ever  so  insignificant,  so  that  we  do  no- 
thing for  their  sakes,  ought  not  the  glory  of  Gorf's  holy  name  to  be  as 
dear  to  us  as  it  is  to  him  ?  Are  there  no  obligations  lying  upon  us  on 
this  ground  ?  Have  we  no  cause  for  shame,  and  sorrow,  and  contri- 
tion, that  these  considerations  have  weighed  so  little  on  our  minds  ? 
Surely,  if  we  felt  as  we  ought,  the  glory  of  God,  as  connected  with 
this  subject,  should  be  dear  to  us,  dearer  than  life  itself.  But  who 
in  this  view  does  not  stand  self-condemned  before  God  ? 

But  let  us  enter  upon  another  part  of  the  subject.  God's  design 
and  purpose  towards  them  (Jer.  xxxii.  41),  "  Yea,  I  will  rejoice  over 
them  to  do  them  good,  and  I  will  plant  them  in  this  land  assuredly, 
with  my  whole  heart  and  with  my  whole  soul.'''' 

Now,  I  ask,  is  this  Cod's  state  of  mind  towards  them?  What, 
then,  should  have  been  ours  ?  But.  alas !  what  are  our  own  ?  what 
have  they  been  in  times  past  ?    What  are  they  at  the  present  mo- 
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ment  ?  Tell  me,  are  we  not  sadly  unlike  to  God  ?  <and  should  it  not 
be  a  matter  of  daily  humiliation  that  we  are  so  ?  Yea,  should  we 
not  all  rise  at  this  moment  as  one  man  with  self-indignation  against 
ourselves,  that  we  are  so  utterly  unlike  to  God  ?  and  so  little  desire 
to  resemble  him,  and  to  accomplish  his  will? 

Read  what  is  said  in  Zech.  iii.  17—20,  "  The  Lord  thy  God  in  the 
midst  of  thee  is  mighty  ;  he  will  save,  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with 
joy ;  he  will  rest  in  his  lore,  he  will  joy  over  thee  with  singing.  I 
will  gather  them  that  are  sorrowful  for  the  solemn  assembly,  who  are 
of  thee,  to  whom  the  reproach  of  it  was  a  burden.  Behold,  at  that 
time  I  will  undo  all  that  afflict  thee  :  and  I  will  save  her  that  halteth, 
and  gather  her  that  was  driven  out ;  and  I  will  get  them  praise  and 
fame  in  every  land  where  they  have  been  put  to  shame.  At  that  time 
will  I  bring  you  again,  even  in  the  time  that  I  gather  you  :  for  I 
will  make  you  a  name  and  a  praise  among  all  people  of  the  earth, 
when  I  turn  back  your  captivity  before  your  eyes,  saith  the  Lord." 

And  having  read  it,  ask  whether  we  should  not  rise  to  this  mind  y 
Can  we  hope  for  God's  blessing  on  our  own  souls,  when  we  have  so 
little  regard  for  the  souls  of  his  most  dear  people,  and  so  little  resem- 
blance in  ourselves  to  him  respecting  them 

I  say  no  more.  May  God  speak  to  all  of  you  with  thunder  and 
with  love.  And  may  my  dying  hour  be  a  source  of  life  to  God's  in- 
terest among  you  all,  both  in  this  place  and  throughout  the  world  ! 

[The  address  was  listened  to  throughout  with  the  most  intense  in- 
terest and  attention — as  a  voice  from  the  grave.] 


II. 

SCRIPTURAL  STUDIES,  AS  TO  THE  CONVERSION  AND 
RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS, 

POINTED  OUT  AND  RECOMMENDED  IN    A   LETTER  TO  A  CLERICAL 
FRIEND. 

Tlie  following  paper,  now  somewhat  enlarged,  was  drawn  up  at  llie 
request  of  a  private  Friend. 

Mv  DEAR  Friend, 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  redeeming  the  promise  which  1  made  to 

you  at  ,  to  give  you  such  hints  in  a  letter  as  might  assist  any 

of  our  dear  brethren  to  a  course  of  study  that  would  be  useful  in  fur- 
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nishing  their  minds  for  instructing  their  people  in  the  very  important 
duties  of  caring,  praying,  and  labouring  for,  the  salvation  of  Israel. 
The  only  drawback  is  the  conviction  of  my  own  ignorance  in  com- 
parison with  so  many  more  able  to  render  this  work  of  love  efficiently. 

I  will  bring  the  subject  before  you  under  Scriptural  Reading, 
General  Reading,  and  Personal  Intercourse  with  the  Jews. 

I.— SCRIPTURAL  READING. 

The  largeness  of  the  subject  here  is  the  chief  difficulty,  as  from 
Gen.  xii.  to  Rev.  xxi.  there  is  a  continual  reference  to  Jewish  rela- 
tions. I  will  therefore  rather  here  give  heads  of  subjects  than  any 
argumentative  statement.* 

1. — GENERAL  VIEWS. 

1.  The  danger  of  ignorance  on  this  subject,  and  its  connexion  with 
the  fall  of  the  Gentiles.  Rom.  xi.  25,  and  20,  21. 

2.  The  mind  of  Christ  about  the  salvation  of  Israel.  Isaiah  Ixii.  ; 
Matt.  X.  6  ;  XV.  24 ;  xxiii.  37—39.  Luke  xiii.  34  ;  xix.  41—44  ; 
xxiii.  27  -31,  34. 

L'.  His  last  direction  as  to  preaching  the  gospel.  Luke  xxiv.  47. 
Acts  i.  8.    Rom.  i.  16. 

4.  His  exaltation  to  give  them  repentance.  Acts  v.  31. 

5.  The  mind  of  the  apostles.  Rom.  ix.  1 — 5  ;  x.  1. 

C.  Their  last  recorded  question  to  Christ,  and  his  answer.  Acts  i. 
6—8. 

7.  The  connexion  between  the  history  of  the  Jews  and  the  progress 
of  the  gospel.  The  rejection  of  Israel.  Rom.  ix.  The  call  of 
the  Gentiles.  Rom.  x.  The  restoration  of  Israel,  that  God  may 
have  mercy  on  all.    Rom.  xi. 

!!.  The  connexion  of  the  Jewish  economy  with  spiritual  things. 
Heb.  viii.  9,  10. 

II.— cour.se  of  scripture  testimony  in  order  of  book.s. 

Gen.  xvii.  1  —8.  The  original  promise  made  to  Abraham  ;  its  ever- 
lasting nature ;  its  extent  and  perpetuitj-.  See  Acts  vii. 
1—5. 

Exod.  iii.  1 — 15;  vi.  1 — 8.    The  connexion  of  Israel  with  the  name 

of  God  and  with  everlasting  promises. 
Exod.  xix.  I — 6.    Original  covenant  with  Israel  compared  with  the 

*  The  author  has  given,  in  his  Practical  Guide  to  the  Prophecies,  a  col- 
lection of  the  prophecies  concerning  the  Jews,  taken  from  Powell's  Concor- 
dance, which  was  approved  by  Dr.  John  Owen.  The  same  table  was  also 
adopted  by  the  Kev.  John  Brown  of  Haddington,  and  inserted  at  the  end  of 
his  Bible.  The  views  respecting  the  Jews  advocated  in  this  publication  are 
common  to  thuf.e  who  have  diligently  searclied  the  scriptures. 
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Christian,  1  Peter  ii.  5 — 9  ;  renewed  to  Israel  on  a  ground 
of  grace.  Jer.  xxxi.  13 — 37;  and  the  future  application  con- 
firmed, Jer.  xxxi.  38 — 40. 
Lev.  xxvi.  32 — 45.    Deut.  iv.  27 — 31.    The  promise  of  special  grace 

to  Israel  after  all  their  sins. 
Deut.  XXX.  1 — 10.    The  promise  of  final  restoration  after  the  Bah}'- 

lonian  and  Roman  captivities. 
Deut.  xxxii.  The  song  of  Moses. 

ver.  21.    The  calling  of  the  Gentiles  occasioned  by  the 
sin  of  the  Jews. 
29 — 85.    Their  victory  at  their  latter  end. 
43.    The  rejoicing  of  the  Gentiles  in  Israel's  de- 
liverance. 

Psalms  of  Israel's  recovery  or  deliverance. 

xlviii.    Compare  ver.  2,  with  Matt.  v.  35  ;  and  ver.  8,  11 — 14, 
its  everlasting  establishment, 
liii.  The  comfort,  the  hope  of  the  salvation  of  Israel  ver.  (>. 
Ixvii.  The  blessing  of  Israel  leads  to  the  Gentiles'  salvation. 
Ixviii.  22 — 34.    Blessings  yet  to  be  fully  realized  through 

Israel,  as  also  Ixix.  34 — 36. 
Ixxvi.  Victory  of  God  connected  with  Judah  and  Israel. 
Ixxx.  Prayer  for  the  restoration  and  blessing  of  Israel. 
Ixxxvii.  Privileges  of  Zion,  notwithstanding  its  present  rejec- 
tion, ver.  7 — 15. 
xcviii.  A  new  song  for  mercy  shown  to  Israel,  in  which  two 
great  effects,  joy  of  creation  and  salvation  of  God, 
are  seen  by  all. 
cii.  13 — 28,  relate  to  the  redemption  of  Israel, 
cv.  5 — 12.    The  covenant  of  the  inheritance  of  Canaan 
made  to  a  thousand  generations ;  even  an  everlasting 
covenant. 

cxv.  Special  blessings  of  Israel  and  house  of  Aaron,  lead- 
ing to  general  blessings, 
cxviii.  The  same  connexion,  and  also  the  blessing  of  Messiah, 
when  Israel  is  restored.    Compare  ver.  26,  quoted  by 
Christ,  Matt,  xxiii.  39. 
cxxii.  Prosperity  to  those  who  love  Jerusalem, 
cxxv.  The  abiding  of  Mount  Zion  an  image  of  eternal  pro- 
tection. 

cxxvi.  The  restoration  of  Israel  full  of  amazing  mercies,  ver.  1. 
cxxviii.  The  crowning  mercy  to  see  the  good  of  Jerusalem, 
exxxii.  1.3 — 18.  Zion  chosen  as  God's  rest  for  ever, 
cxxxv.  Blessing  on  the  house  of  Israel,  Aaron,  and  Levi,  ami 
Jerusalem,  prepare  for  a  general  blessing. 
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Isaiah  ii.  The  local  hill  of  Zion  :  Compare  Micah  iv.  1 — 13.  Con- 
nected with  the  worship  of  all  nations.  From  ver. 
10 — 21 :  the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  the  time  of  its 
fulfilment. 

Isaiah  iv.  Visible  glory  to  rest  upon  the  assemblies  of  Judah,  v. 
3—6. 

Tiii.  Judea  dignified  with  the  title  of  Emanuel's  land, 
ix.  The  great  promise  of  Christ  is  connected  with  the  de- 
liverance of  Israel,  ver.  3 — 7. 
X.  The  ceasing  of  God's  indignation  (ver.  25)  is  connected 

with  Israel's  redemption, 
xi.  In  this  chapter  we  have — 

1.  Literal  and  Local  restoration,  ver.  11 — 14. 

2.  Outward  miracles  to  effect  it,  ver.  15,  16. 

3.  The  judgment  of  Christ  attending  it,  ver.  4,  5. 

4.  The  blessed  natural  and  moral  change  of  the  earth, 

ver.  6—8. 

5.  The  revealing  of  God's  glory. 

xii.  Israel's  song  of  praise,  and  its  diiFusion  through  all 
nations,  ver.  4,  5. 
xviii.  Local  presentation  'oefore  God  in  Zion,  ver.  7.    An  in- 
vitation to  all  the  world  to  behold  and  adore,  ver.3 — 7. 
six.  Israel  a  source  of  blessing  to  other  nations,  ver.  23—25; 
and  a  special  title  of  honour  given  to  Israel,  ver.  25. 
xxiv.  The  visible  reign  of  the  Lord  in  Zion,  ver.  23.  The 
season  of  this  reign,  the  binding  of  Satan.  Compare 
ver.  22,  and  Rev.  xx. 

xxvi.  The  rejoicing  of  Judah  in  the  restoration  of  the  Jews, 

ver.  1 — 6.    Its  effects  on  the  world,  ver.  9. 

xxvii.  The  sure  protection  of  Israel,  ver.  2 — 5.  The  blessing  of 

the  world  through  Israel.  The  time  of  this  the  opening 
of  the  Millennium.    Compare  ver.  1 ,  and  Rev.  xx. 
xxix.  Knowledge,  life,  and  joy,  the  fruit  of  Israel's  conver- 
sion, ver.  17 — 23. 
XXX.  19.  Two  connected  promises,  the  people  dwelling  in 
Zion  and  weeping  no  more, 
xxxiii.  The  perpetuity  of  Zion  as  a  habitation  of  the  Jews,  ver. 
20—24. 

xliv.  The  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  at  Israel's  redemption, 

ver.  1-6  ;  21—23. 
xlix.  Christ's  first  coming;  call  of  the  Gentiles  during  Israel's 

dispersion,  ver.  5 — 7.    Restoration  of  Israel  and  their 

glory,  ver.  8 — 26. 
lii.  Glories  of  Israel's  redemption,  1 — 12. 
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Isaiah  lix.  Their  conversion — return  of  Christ,  ver.  20,  21.  Rom. 
xi.  26, 27. 

Ix.  The  full  view  of  Israel's  restored  glory. 
Ixi.  The  same,  ver.  5,  0,  9. 

Ixii.  The  mind  of  Christ  on  this  subject,  ver.  1,  and  that 

imparted  to  his  watchmen,  ver.  6,  7. 
Ixv.  The  joy  of  Jerusalem  connected  with  the  new  heaven 
and  the  new  earth,  ver.  16 — 25. 

Ixvi.  Travail  and  joyful  birth  in  Zion— and  her  joy  at  the 
coming  of  the  Lord. 

On  account  of  the  largeness  of  the  subject  the  remainiDg  portion  of 
the  Old  Testament  may  be  more  briefly  noticed. 
Jeremiah  i.  Promises  of  Israel's  restoration,  iii.  16 — 18  ;  xii.  14 — 17  : 
xvi.  14,  15;  xxiii.  5 — ^8;  xxx.  18 — 21  ;  xxxi.  10 — 14: 
23—25,38—40;  xxxii.  37—41  ;  xxxiii.  10-13;xlvi. 
27,28;  1,  19. 

ii.  Promises  of  Conversion,  iii.  15 — 18  ;  iv.  1,  2;  xxiii.  3, 
4.  6;  xxx.  17—22;  xxxi.  3,  4,  18—20,  31,  34;  xxxii. 

37,  40 ;  xxxiii.  6—9,  14—16  ;  1.  20. 

Ezekiel.  Promises  of  Restoration,  xi.  17,  18;  xvi.  53;  xx.  32 — 

38,  42-44 ;  xxviii.  25,  26 ;  xxxiv.  13,  14,  25—29  ; 
xxxvi.  1—15,  22-  24,  28—36 ;  xxxvii.  12,  21,  2.3,  25 ; 
xxxviii.  8 — 14;  xxxix.  25 — 28;  xliii.  7—9;  xlvii. 
13-  21  ;  xlviii.  29—35. 

Promises  of  Conversion,  xl.  19,  20;  xvi.  60—63;  xx. 
37,43,44;  xxxiv.  23—26,  30,  31  ;  xx.xvi.  2.5—27: 
29-  32  ;  xxxvii.  14,23,  26—28;  xxxix.  22,  2,5.  29. 
Daniel  vii.  27,  44.    The  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  are 
specially  the  Jews.    xii.  1,  2,  Promise  of  Israel's 
return,  and  attendant  resurrection  of  the  dead. 
Hosea  iii.  4,  5.  Separate  restoration  and  conversion  of  the  ten  tribes. 
Joel  iii.  19,  21.  Signal  judgment  on  the  Gentiles.    17,  21.  Perpetual 
safety  of  Israel. 

Amos  ix.  11 — 13.  The  tabernacle  of  David  re-established,  Acts  xv. 
16,  17. 

Obadiah  17—21.  Possession  of  the  lands. 
Micah  ii.  12.  All  of  Jacob  gathered. 

iv.  7.  Her  that  was  cast  off  made  a  strong  nation. 

v.  7.  The  remnant  of  Jacob  a  blessing  to  the  earth. 

vi.  18 — 20.  The  pardon  of  all  their  sins. 
Zephaniah  xii.  19,  20.  The  gathering  again  of  Israel. 
Haggai  ii.  6—9,  21—23.  Compared  with  Heb.  xii.  27-29. 
Zechariah  ii.  4—12.  Yet  unfulfilled. 
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Zechariah  viii-.  7 — 23.  The  nations  to  seek  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem.  See 
alsoix.  ]2— 16;  x.  6—10;  xii.  2—10;  xiv.  10—19. 

Malachi  iv.  5,  6.  A  second  coming  of  Elijah,  yet  futtire.  According 
to  our  Lord's  words,  Elijah  truly  shall  come  and 
restore  all  things  ;  the  full  restoration  of  Israel  here 
predicted. 


The  New  Testament  evidence  of  the  Jewish  Restoration.  77«s  is 
ably  sltoivn  hy  Dr.  M''Caul  in  Ids  tract.  See  Rom.  iii.  1  ;  ix.  4  ;  xi. 
1,  29.  Luke  i.  68—75,  32,  33.  Matt.  xix.  28.  Luke  xxii.  29,  30. 
Acts  i.  6 — 8;  ii.  30;  iii.  21.  Evidence  of  the  New  Testament  that 
the  Jews  are  not  now  cast  away,  Acts  i — ix.  Rom.  xi.  1 — 5;  i.  16. 
1  Cor.  i.  21— 23.  Gal.  vi.  15,  IS.  Ephes.  ii.  12-19.  CoL  iii.  11. 
]  Tim.  ii.  4 — 6.  Hebrews  generally.  James  i.  1  Pet.  i.  1.  Rev. 
iii.  9  ;  xxi.  10—12. 

II.  GENERAL  READING. 

The  Books  published  from  ags  to  age  in  the  Christian  church 
respecting  the  Jews  are  very  numerous.  I  have  recently  republished 
the  whole  of  Justin  Martyr's  dialogue  with  the  Jew  Trypho,  in  my 
"  Fathers  of  the  Christian  Church,"  and  from  Justin  to  the  present 
time  the  subject  has  never  wholly  slept.  In  my  "  Christian  Student," 
pages  540,  541,  579,  and  580,  I  have  given  lists  of  these  books.  But 
it  is  only  for  those  engaged  in  labours  among  the  Jews  that  it  is 
necessary  to  enter  at  large  into  these  studies. 

For  general  use  I  would  recommend. 


Adam's  History  of  the  Jews. 
Basnage's  History  of  the  Jews. 
Allen's  Modern  Judaism. 
M'Neile's  Lectures  on  the  Jews 
M'Caul's  Sketches  of  Judaism. 
Anniversary   Sermons  of  Jews' 

Societv. 
M'Caul's  Old  Paths. 
All  M'Caul's  books  on  the  Jews 

in  general. 


Herschell  on  their  present  state. 
Hirschfeld's    Strictures   on  the 
Jews. 

Glasgow  Course  of  Lectures  on 

the  Jews. 
Finn's  Sephardim. 
Samuel's  Ten  Tribes. 
Liverpool  Lectures. 
West  Street  Chapel  Lectures. 


Jews'  Society's  Reports,  Expositor,  Intelligence, 

and  Tracts  in  general. 
Mayer's  History  of  the  Jews. 
Wolff's  Journals. 

Mrs.  Simon's  Ten  Tribes  Identified. 
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CONTROVERSY   WITH   THE  JEWS. 

Bishop  Kidder's  Demonstration.    Leslie's  Easy  Method. 
Melville    Home's    Address    to  Frey's  Joseph  and  Benjamin. 

Jews.  Talib  on  David  Levi. 

Scott's  Answer  to  Rabbi  Crool.      Frey's  Jewish  Intelligencer. 
Mosaism,  Rabbinism,  and  Chris-  '  Questions  and  Answers,  b}'  Lon- 

tianity.  '    don  Society. 


PROPHETIC.iL  TREATISES. 


Eyre's  Observations  on  their  Res-  j 

toration. 
Bicheno  on  their  Restoration. 
Faber  on  Conversion  of  Judah 

and  Israel.  | 
Tyso's  Enquiry.  j 
Brooks's  Elements  of  Prophecy,  i 
Meade's  Sermons  on  the  Jews.  | 


Gouge's  Calling  of  the  Jews. 
Miss  Hancock's  Feast  of  Taber- 
nacles. 

Freeman's    Israel's    return,  or 

Palestine  regained. 
Lyall's  Propajdia  Prophetica. 
Henderson  on  Is;iiah. 


III.  PERSONAL  INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  JEWS. 

This  is  the  most  effective  means  of  getting  a  real  knowledge  of 
their  state,  and  a  deep  interest  in  tiiem.  They  are,  when  we  come 
to  them  in  the  spirit  of  real  kindness,  expressing  our  good  wishes  for 
their  spiritual  welfare,  in  general  very  accessible,  especially  when  a 
common  friend  introduces  us  to  them.  They  have  received  hitherto 
but  little  kindness  from  Christians,  and,  therefore,  are  the  more  sensi- 
ble  of  it  when  really  shown  to  them.  And  all  intercourse  with  them 
on  Christianity  abundantly  recompenses  itself,  in  giving  us  increased 
and  growing  knowledge  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures. 

There  are  various  classes  of  characters,  from  the  worst  Infidel  Jews, 
through  the  money-getting  and  self-righteous,  to  the  really  devout,  the 
awakened,  and  the  inquiring  Jews. 

The  full  acquaintance  with  Old  Testament  prophecy  exceedingly 
facilitates  access  to  the  minds  of  the  Jews,  and  removes  stumbling- 
blocks.  See  my  Sermon  on  "  The  present  Duties  of  Christians  and 
Jews." 

Thus,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  endeavoured  to  meet  your  wishes  by 
giving  you  such  hints  as  have  occurred  to  me.  May  the  Lord  give 
them  his  blessing  !  Sure  I  am  that  wo  gain  a  blessing  in  seeking  the 
blessedness  of  Israel,  in  every  way,  in  knowledge  of  the  scriptures, 
and  of  the  purposes  of  God,  in  a  fuller  view  of  his  glorious  character, 
and  the  riches  of  his  grace,  in  deeper  sense  of  our  own  privileges  and 
sins,  and  greater  gratitude,  and  in  an  enlarged  heart,  for  the  good  of 
all  men.  And  as  we  are  thus  gainers,  so  are  our  dear  flocks,  whose 
spiritual  welfare  is  what  lies  nearer  to  our  hearts.  May  you  and  our 
2  C  2 
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other  friends  richly  experience  this  in  your  enlarged  efforts  to  bring 
this  subject  before  j'our  people. 

Ever  alFectionately  yours, 
Walton  Rectory,  June  .5,  1838.  E.  B. 


III. 


PREPARATION   FOR   SUFFERING  FOR  THE  TRUTH.* 

The  circumstances  of  the  times  are  more  and  more  bringing  faithful 
Protestants  again  into  full  conflict  with  all  the  adversaries  of  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.  In  this  conflict  we  are  exhorted  to  contend 
earnestly.  ^V'e  contend  indeed  for  the  truth  of  God,  the  common  sal- 
vation, the  rich  inheritance  which  God  has  freely  given  to  the  sons  of 
men,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  we  know  that  we  shall  be  more  "  than 
conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us."  Though  the  war  be  sharp  and 
prolonged,  may  we  only  the  more  "  wax  valiant  in  the  fight,  till  we 
turn  the  armies  of  the  aliens  to  flight."  The  stiiTing  events  of  these 
days  call  upon  Christians  to  take  the  whole  armour  of  God  ;  and  "  his 
truth  shall  be  our  shield  and  buckler  in  the  evil  day."    Psalm  xci.  4. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  duty  of  the  church  which  has  hitherto  been 
little  regarded.  From  the  extraordinar}'  peace  which  God  has  given 
to  the  world,  a  period  of  quiet  clearly  predicted  before  the  last  trou- 
bles, (1  Thess.  v.  2,  3.  Rev.  vii.  1;  viii.  I,)  Christians  have  not 
had  their  attention  directed,  as  the  earlier  church  had,  to  the  duty 
and  privilege  of  suff'ering  for  Christ. 

But  as  the  predicted  trials  are  manifestly  drawing  nearer,  my  ob- 
ject will  be  in  this  paper  to  lead  Christians  to  prepare  and  be  ready 
for  them,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  withstand  every  temptation, 
and  become  the  largest  blessings  in  those  trials,  to  their  comitry,  their 
fellow-Christians,  and  their  fellow-men. 

That  trials  are  before  us  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
acquainted  with  the  actual  state  of  Christian  world,  and  with  the 
word  of  God. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  Christian  world  ?  It  is  probable  that 
a  number  considerably  exceeding  two  hundred  millionsare  now  living 
on  the  earth,  who  have  been  baptized  into  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  What  is  the  spiritual  con- 
dition of  these  millions.'  Let  us  classify  them  and  glance  at  their  state. 

*  This  Paper  was  written  for  "The  Prote.?tant  Annual,"  and  is  here 
slightly  enlarged  and  inserted  in  this  work  as  further  illustrating  it. 
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1  Eastern  Churches      6  millions. 

2  The  Greek  Church  42  millions. 

3  The  Romanists       100  millions. 

4  The  Protestants      60  millions. 

There  are,  we  may  well  hope,  in  the  worst  of  these  classes,  thou- 
sands who  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth  :  the  number  is 
known  only  to  him  who  seeth  in  secret,  and  is  probably  far  laruer 
than  many  a  desponding  heart  would  imagine,  and  that,  even  iu  those 
we  are  ready  to  view  as  the  darkest  parts  of  the  earth.  Hut  still  the 
actual  state  of  the  Christian  world,  as  proved  by  the  facts  that  are 
open  and  evident,  is  manifest.  "  By  their  fruits  we  know  the  false 
teachers, "  and  there  are  sins  "  open  beforehand,  going  before  to 
judgment. " 

The  Eastern  Churches  have  longest  had  the  tnith,  and  what  is 
their  spiritual  condition  While  we  have  to  thank  God  that,  amidst 
enormous  oppressions  and  injuries  from  the  Mahomedan  scourge, 
they  have  retained  the  name  of  Christ,  and  the  eariy  creeds  of  the 
church,  and  have  also  suffered  contumely  of  all  kinds  and  degrees  for 
that  name  which  they  bear  ;  yet,  alas  !  whether  we  view  the  Jacobites, 
Armenians,  or  Nestorians,  they  have,  as  a  body,  sunk  into  outside 
worship,  the  adoration  of  pictures,  and  confidence  in  saints;  and  are 
to  a  large  e.xtent  adhering  to  lying  vanities,  trusting  in  the  wooden 
cross,  and  the  merest  shreds  and  forms  of  religion.  They  are  also 
living  in  the  grossest  ignorance  of  Divine  truth,  and  by  all  kinds  of 
wickedness  are  constantly  dishonouring  the  name  of  Christ.  The 
Saracen  woe  chiefly  affected  them,  but  they  repented  not,  and  thev 
are  now  fearfully  like  that  "  rejected  earth  which  beareth  thorns  and 
briars,  and  is  nigh  unto  cursing,  whose  end  is  to  be  burned." 

The  Greek  Church,  including  the  Established  Church  in  the 
Russian  empire,  is  a  large  proportion  of  the  Christian  worid.  There 
IS  much  of  God"s  truth  in  different  branches  of  the  Greek  Church. 
They  hold  the  Apostles',  the  Nicene,  and  the  Atlianasian  Creed,  and 
they  have  separated  from  the  Man  of  Sin  ;  though  they  retain,  alas  ! 
many  of  the  evils  of  that  apostacy,  using  paintings  and  various' super- 
stitions in  their  worship,  and  having,  as  is  too  evident,  to  a  prodic^ious 
extent  the  name  only  of  Christians.  Christianity  in  the  Greek  Church, 
which  had  before  lost  its  purity  and  power  in  those  professing  it,  be- 
came, from  the  time  of  the  Turkish  woe,  as  it  were,  slain,  through  the 
countries  that  formed  the  third  empire.    Rev.  ix.  18. 

The  Ro-MANisTS  number  the  largest  proportion  in  any  single  class 
of  Christians  in  connection  with  the  profession  of  the  Christian  faith 
and  there  are  many  of  the  true  people  of  God  among  them.  Rev. 
xvm.  4.  The  European  kingdoms  still  cliiefly  belong  to  them.  In 
Austria,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Belgium,  Sardinia,  Naples,  Bava- 
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ria,  Tuscany,  and  the  Papal  States,  Popery  is  the  dominant  religion  ; 
though  more  or  less  wasted  and  crippled  by  the  revolutions  of  the  last 
fifty  years  in  every  state.  But  have  Romanists  been  taught  by  the 
judgments  on  the  Eastern  Churches  to  repent  >  No.  "  The  rest  of 
the  men  which  were  not  killed  by  these  plagues,  yet  repented  not  of 
the  work  of  their  hands,  that  they  should  not  worship  devils,  and 
idols  of  gold,  and  silver,  and  brass,  and  stone,  and  of  wood."  There 
have  since  descended  upon  them  five  of  the  vials  of  God's  wrath,  but 
they  have  "  blasphemed  the  God  of  heaven,  because  of  their  pains 
and  their  sores,  and  repented  not  of  their  deeds."    Rev.  xvi.  11. 

Protestants  have  now  in  their  churches  the  chief  vigour  and 
purity  of  the  Christian  faith  ;  and  in  the  British  Isles  and  the  United 
States,  and  in  Holland,  Germany,  and  Switzerland,  as  well  as  in 
other  countries,  great  numbers  of  devoted  sers-ants  of  Christ  have  not 
defiled  their  garments,  and  are  glorifying  the  name  of  Christ  by  their 
faith,  hope,  and  love.  But  the  great  mass  of  Protestants,  even  in 
the  most  favoured  countries,  with  an  awful  accumulation  of  guilt,  sin- 
ning against  the  revived  light  of  Divine  truth,  which  had  visited  them, 
and  all  the  solemn  warnings  of  judgments  on  the  Eastern  Churches 
bv  the  Saracen  woe,  on  the  Greek  Churches  by  the  Turkish  woe,  on 
the  Roman  Churches  by  the  five  vials  of  wrath  poured  on  them,  and 
on  Mahomedan  lands  by  the  6th  vial  poured  on  the  river  Euphrates, 
seem  to  have  sinned  before  God  with  eminent  and  peculiar  guilt.  Oh, 
let  us  remember  our  real  guilt  is,  as  we  stand  in  the  sight  of  him  who 
judges  men  according  to  the  means  which  they  have  of  knowing  and 
serving  him.  The  unclean  spirits  that  are  now  abroad  through  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  Roman  Empire,  wdlh  their  unparalleled  spread 
and  activity  ;  Jesuits,  Revolutionists,  and  Infidels,  shew  very  mani- 
festly the  corrupt  state  both  of  the  Roman  and  the  Protestant  Churches. 
And  indeed  we  may  expect  the  greatest  and  most  daring  wickedness 
to  be  manifested  where  the  fullest  light  and  love  have  been  perseve- 
ringly  rejected. 

And  what  says  the  word  of  God  to  this  'i  I  speak  to  those  who 
admit  the  Protestant  application  of  the  Revelation  ;  who  do  not,  be- 
cause of  difficulties  in  interpretation,  in  the  spirit  of  the  English  In- 
fidel Gibbon,  and  the  French  Infidel  Volney,  reject  prophetical  truth 
as  they  rejected  Christian  truth :  who  believe  with  their  Protestant 
forefathers,  that  Babylon  and  the  !Man  of  Sin,  and  the  mystery  of 
iniquity,  describe  the  Pope  and  Popery. 

To  such  it  must  be  evident,  that  events  have  already  largely  fulfilled 
the  Book  of  Revelation,  and  that  all  these  corruption  of  Christianity 
were  foreseen.  To  such  it  is  generally  evident  that  the  6th  vial  is 
now  pouring  out  on  the  Turkish  empire,  and  that  the  7th  vial  brings 
that  revolution  which  is  described  as  "  a  great  earthquake  such  as 
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■was  not  since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake  and 
so  great."  This  harmonizes  with  those  oft-repeated  testimonies  of 
the  prophets  and  our  Lord,  (Isa.  xxvi.  20, 21.  Jer.  xxx.  7.  Dan.  xii.  3. 
Joel  ii.  2.  Matt.  xxiv.  21.  Luke  xxi.  25,)  of  "a  time  of  trouble" 
before  his  return  "  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation  to  that 
same  time  ;  no,  nor  ever  shall  be." 

And  the  righteousness  as  well  as  the  necessitj*  of  these  judgments 
will  be  clear  when  we  remember  that  peculiar  light  afforded  (Matt. 
X.  15,)  and  previous  warning  rejected,  very  greatly  increase  the  guilt 
of  men.  The  Israelites,  neglecting  the  warnings  which  the  judg- 
ments on  Egypt  had  afforded  them,  were  overthrown  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Psalm  cvi.  21 — 27.  When  Judah  continued  in  idolatr}',  un- 
warned by  the  captivity  of  Israel,  the  Lord  accounted  Judah  more 
guilty  than  Israel.  Jer.  iii.  8—11.  For  the  same  reason  Belshazzar 
was  punished  more  severe!)-  than  Nebuchadnezzar,  because  he  knew 
God's  dealings  with  his  father,  and  did  not  humble  himself.  Dan.  v. 
22.  In  the  same  way,  as  just  noticed,  the  judgments  on  the  Eastern 
Churches  by  the  Mahomedan  woes  were  a  warning  to  us  of  the  wes- 
tern, and  the  vials  poured  out  on  Papal  and  Mahomedan  empires  to 
us  Protestants.  All  which  warnings,  and  the  instruction  then  given, 
slighted,  and  disregarded,  increase  the  sins  of  our  impenitence,  un- 
belief, and  high-mindedness,  (Rom.  xi.  20,  21.  Rev.  xvi.  9,  11,)  ac- 
cumulate the  guilt  of  past  ages  on  the  churches  on  which  the  judg- 
ment finally  comes,  (Matt,  xxiii.  35  Rev.  xviii.  24,)  and  leave  their 
situation  without  remedy,  (2  Chron.  xxxvi.  16.) 

We  may  take  it  then  for  an  assured  truth,  that  trials  of  a  specially 
severe  character  are  before  the  Christian  world,  continuing  impeni- 
tent, and  that  they  are  near  to  us.  It  is  clear  that  there  is  a  yreat 
mullitude^  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
people,  and  towims,  which  stood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb, 
of  whom  it  shall  be  said,  these  are  they  who  came  out  of  the  great 
tribulation,  (tijs  6Ai!|/6air  Trjs  neyaXv,^).  Our  Lord  does  not  return 
till  this  tribulation  has  come.  Matt.  xxiv.  2!),  30.  Luke  xxi.  25. 
If  we  look  for  reigning,  we  must  also  look  for  previous  suffering. 
Matt.  XX.  20-23.    2  Tim.  ii.  21. 

But  do  the  scriptures  give  any  particulars  of  the  nature  of  the.se 
TiinLS.'    This  may  be  seen  in  the  various  predictions  of  them. 

Generally  we  may  observe,  in  the  words  of  Dean  Woodhouse, 
"  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  prophetical  Scripture,  a  time  of  retri- 
bution and  vengeance  on  God's  enemies  is  announced.  It  is  called 
"  the  day  of  the  Lord — the  day  of  wrath  and  slaughter — of  the  Lord's 
anger,  visitation,  and  judgment — the  great  day — the  last  day." 
 At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  this  kind  of  des- 
cription, and  the  same  expressions  which  are  used  to  represent  this 
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great  daj',  are  also  employed  by  the  prophets  to  describe  the  fall  and 
punishraent  of  particular  states  and  empires ;  of  Babylon  by  Isaiah, 
(chap,  xiii.)  of  Eg\-pt  by  Ezekiel,  (xxx.  2 — 4,  xxxii.  7,  8,)  of  Jeru- 
salem by  Jeremiah  and  Joel,  and  by  our  Lord,  (Matt.  xxiv.  In 
many  of  these  prophecies  the  description  of  the  calamity,  which  is  to 
fall  on  a  particalar  state  or  nation,  is  so  blended  and  intermixed  with 
that  general  destruction  which  in  the  final  days  of  vengeance  will 
invade  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  that  the  industry  and  skill  of 
our  ablest  interpreters  have  been  scarcely  equal  to  separate  and  assort 
them.  Hence  it  has  been  concluded  by  judicious  divines,  that  these 
partial  prophecies  and  particular  instances  of  the  Divine  vengeance, 
whose  accomplishment  we  know  to  have  taken  place,  are  presented 
to  us  as  types,  certain  tokens,  and  forerunners  of  some  greater  event 
which  are  not  disclosed  in  them.  To  the  dreadful  time  of  universal 
vengeance  they  all  appear  to  look  forward  beyond  their  first  and  most 
immediate  object.  Little  indeed  can  we  doubt  that  such  is  to  be  con- 
sidered the  use  and  application  of  these  prophecies,  since  we  see  them 
thus  applied  by  our  Lord  and  his  apostles.  (Matt.  i.  ■22,  23;  xxvii. 
9.  John  XV.  25 ;  xix.  36,  37.  Acts  ii.  20,  27  ;  iii.  19,  22,  24.  Heb. 
iv.  7,  8 ;  x.  27,  37.  Rom.  ii.  5.  Gal.  iv.  24.  Ephes.  v.  14.  2  Thess. 
ii.  3.  &c.  2  Peter  iii.  2 — 14.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these 
prophecies  is  that  splendid,  or  rather  most  awful  one  of  Isaiah  xxxiv. 
the  importance  and  universality  of  which  is  to  be  collected  from  the 

manner  in  which  it  is  introduced  It  represents  the  day  of 

the  Lord's  vengeance,  and  the  year  of  the  recompenses  of  Sion  ;  it 

descends  on  all  nations  and  their  armies  The  hosts  of  heaven 

are  dissolved,  the  heavens  are  rolled  together  as  a  scroll  of  parchment ; 
the  stars  fall  like  a  leaf  from  a  vine,  or  a  fig  from  its  tree.  And  yet 
Iduniea  is  mentioned  by  the  prophet  as  the  particular  object  of  ven- 
geance. Such  seems  to  be  the  typical  completion  and  primary  appli- 
cation of  this  prophecy,  but  it  has  evidently  a  more  sublime  and 

future  prospect,  and  in  this  sense  the  wliole  world  is  its  object  

Such  prophecies  have  evidently  received  their  partial  accomplishment, 
yet  as  evidently  looked  forward  to  a  more  full  and  glorious  consum- 
mation. They  are  not  become  a  dead  letter  ;  they  unite  in  pointing 
to  some  grander  object  which  all  such  prophecies  describe,  even  the 
universal  and  final  overthrow  of  the  enemies  of  Christ.  And  they 
encourage  us  to  look  wdth  certain  assurance  to  the  completion  of  the 
predictions  in  their  final  sense,  since  we  have  already  seen  them  ful- 
filled typically."  * 

Some  of  the  most  striking  particclars  connected  with  the  last 
trials,  aud  taking  place  in  that  daj-  of  the  Lord  which  is  as  a  thou- 

*  See  Woodhouse's  Apocalypse  Translated,  and  his  Note  on  the  double 
sense  of  Prophecy,  pp.  172 — i74. 
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sand  j'ears,  seew  — for  except  as  the  word  of  God  is  clear  and  express, 
far  be  it  from  the  writer  to  speak  positively  on  unfulfilled  events,  and 
especially  on  the  order  of  them — I  say  they  seem  to  be  these — 

The  people  of  Israel  shall  in  these  troubles  be  restored 
TO  their  own  land.  On  this  the  prophet  Daniel  xii.  1,  is  explicit. 
In  the  midst  of  the  trials,  when  the  enemy  is  coming  in  like  a  flood, 
"  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him."  Isaiah 
lix.  19.  The  Jews  shall  be  remarkably  restored  :  and  this  itself  will 
be  "as  an  ensign  lifted  up  on  the  mountains,"  and  as  the  blowing  of 
"  a  trumpet  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  and  dwellers  upon  the 
earth."  Isa.  xviii.  There  are  two  stages  in  their  restoration  ;  the 
first,  a  gradual  and  preparatory  restoration  in  a  self-righteous 
and  persecuting  state,  (Isa.  xxvii.  12;  Ixvi.  1 — 10,)  liberalizing  and 
infidel,  (Ezek.  xx.  32,  33,)  and  anticipating  their  peace  and  health  as 
come,  (Jer.  viii.  15.  Isa.  Ixvi.  3.)  This  is  the  signal  to  the  nations 
that  the  mystery  of  God  is  about  to  finish.  Dan.  xii.  7.  Rev.  x.  7. 
On  this  restoration  the  last  dregs  of  their  bitter  Jewish  tribulation 
are  drunk  up  by  the  nation,  through  the  unprovoked  jealousy,  hatred 
and  confederacy  of  the  Gentile  nations  waging  war  against  them. 
Ezek.  xxxviii.  and  xxxix.  Zech.  xiii.  8,  9  ;  xiv.  1,2.  At  length,  in 
the  progress  of  the  day  of  Christ,  and  after  the  resurrection  of  his 
saints,  their  mbs.siah  and  deliverer  appears  for  them.  Then  the 
cup  of  trembling  is  taken  out  of  their  hand  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
those  that  afflict  them,  (Isa.  li.  17—23,)  and  passes  over  to  the  Gentiles, 
(Rev.  xix.)  The  full  and  glorious  restoration  of  Israel  is  after 
their  preparatory  restoration  ;  when  the  Jews  join  in  the  hallelujahs 
of  the  last  triumph  of  the  whole  church  of  Christ,  (Rev.  xix.)  on 
the  return  of  our  Lord. 

The  tribulation  of  the  Gentiles  commences  with  the  7th  vial 
and  is  the  beginning  of  the  third  woe-trumpet,  or  the  last  judgment, 
which  is  a  lengthened  period,  including  the  general  fire  described 
by  St.  Peter,  (Rev.  xi.  14—18;  xvi.  17—21.  2  Peter  iii.)  and  the 
creation  of  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth.  Isa.  li.  1() ; 
Iv.  15 — 28.  The  remarkable  union  of  these  two  is  put  before  us  by 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  22—24,  and  by  our  Lord,  Mark  ix.  47 — 49.  After 
"  the  unclean  spirits,  like  frogs,  which  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beast,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  false  prophet,"  have  done  their  polluting  work,  and  "gone  forth 
to  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world,"  and  the  wicked 
have  followed  this  evil  voice— the  result  is  to  "  gather  them  to  the 
battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty."  When  the  seventh  vial 
is  poured  out,  it  is  said,  "  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was 
not  since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake  and  so 
great.    And  the  great  city  was  divided  into  three  parts,  and  the 
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cities  of  the  nations  fell,  and  great  Babj-lon  came  in  remembrance 
before  God  to  give  unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness 
of  his  wrath."  This  subdues  not  however  the  wickedness  of  men  ; 
it  is  still  declared  that  iliey  blatfphcmed  God,  and  then  in  the  lOth 
chapter  of  Revelation  we  have  their  full  overthrow.  The  images  and 
figures  and  descriptions  of  this  Gentile  tribulation  are  some  of  the 
most  awful  passages  in  the  prophetical  writings.  Isa.  xxiv.  xxxiv. 
Ixiii.  Mai.  iv.  2  Peter  iii.  Rev.  xiv.  19,  20  ;  xix.  Some  of  the 
particulars  noticed  in  the  sacred  writings  are  these  : — 

The  re.straints  now  upon  the  wicked  will  be  removed. 
Popery,  that  man  of  sin,  could  not  manifest  itself  because,  as  the 
Thessalonians  knew,  the  Pagan  Roman  government  hindered  it;  "  Ye 
know  what  withholdeth,  that  he  might  be  revealed  in  his  time."  In 
due  time  that  Roman  government  was  removed  and  the  man  of  sin 
(whose  type  was  Judas,  the  son  of  Simon,  the  son  of  perdition)  op- 
posed and  exalted  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God.  But  there  is 
a  farther  withholding  of  evil  ;  "  he  who  now  letteth  will  let,  until 
he  be  taken  out  of  the  way,"  and  then  shall  thut  wicked,  or  lawless 
one,  the  full-grown  Antichrist,  like  Judas  in  his  last  stage,  shew  him- 
self, and  he  revealed  before  his  destruction.  By  the  overthrow  of 
governments,  as  in  the  reign  of  terror  in  France,  the  restraints  on  the 
wicked  will  be  removed,  and  if  other  restraining  influences  be  also 
withdrawn,  we  may  easily  suppose  the  enormous  evils  on  every  side 
that  must  then  abound. 

POPERV  AS  A  SYSTEM   OF  RELIGION    WILL    BE   STRIPPED  BARE. 

"  The  ten  horns  which  thou  sawest  upon  the  beast,  these  shall  hate 
the  whore,  and  shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked,  and  shall  eat  her 
flesh,  and  shall  burn  her  with  fire."  Rev.  xvii.  6.  Thus  Poperj',  as 
a  system  of  iniquity,  shall  be  manifested,  and  the  powers  of  the  earth 
shall  really  hate  her.  Much  of  this  has  had  its  beginning  in  the  plun- 
dering of  church  property  in  manj'  papal  countries. 

There  will  be  a  visible,  sudden,  and  entire  overthrow  op 
THE  SEAT  OF  THIS  APOSTACY.  Our  Lord's  prediction  in  Revelation 
is  very  plain.  "  Her  plagues  shall  come  in  one  day,  death,  and  mourn- 
ing, and  famine,  and  she  shall  be  burned  with  fire  ;  for  strong  is  the 
Lord  that  judgeth  her.  In  one  hour  is  thy  judgment  come.  With 
violence  shall  that  great  citj'  Babylon  be  thrown  down,  and  shall  be 
found  no  more  at  all."  Rev.  xviii.  Infidelity  may  scoff  at  these 
statements.  He  who  believes  God's  words  will  stand  in  awe  of  them ; 
and  such  passages  clearly  show  a  violent  and  sudden  visitation  from 
heaven,  on  the  head  and  seat  of  the  apostacy.  And  no  wonder  infi-i 
dels  scoff  beforehand,  when  even  these  judgments  will  not  bring  thel 
kingdoms  of  this  world  to  true  repentance.  | 

The  kingdoms  of  this  world  sh.all  after  this  wake  oPEta 
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WAR  AGAINST  OUR  LoRD  Christ.  The  gatherings  for  the  war 
seem  already  beginning  to  take  place.  The  kings  are  gathered  to- 
gether by  the  "  three  unclean  spirits  which  go  forth  unto  the  kings 
of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world,  to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of 
the  great  day  of  God  Almighty."  Rev.  xvi.  14.  "  These  shall  make 
war  with  the  Lamb."  Rev.  xvii.  14.  The  war  itself  is  described  in 
the  1 9th  chapter. 

All  the  enemies  of  Christ  unite  together  again.st  him 
IN  this  last  war.  One  passage  may  shew  this.  "  I  saw  the  beast, 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  their  armies,  gathered  together  to 
make  war  against  him  that  sat  on  the  horse,  and  against  his  army  : 
and  the  beast  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false  prophet." 

Without  entering  into  explanations  of  these  predictions,  the  general 
aspect  is  sufficiently  clear.  The}'  all  shew  a  violent  conflict  and 
struggle  yet  to  come,  carried  on  by  the  enemies  of  our  Lord  against 
him  and  his  people.  The  general  tendency  of  all  these  predictions  is 
clear,  and  their  near  approach  to  our  times,  must,  to  those  who  hold 
the  Protestant  interpretation  of  the  Revelation,  be  manifest.  The 
fearful  issue  of  these  conflicts  is  an  unparalleled  vintage,  "  the 
great  wine-press  of  the  wrath  of  God,"  Rev.  xiv.  18,  and  an  unparal- 
leled supper,  "  the  supper  of  the  great  God,"  filling  "all  the  fowls 
that  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,"  with  the  flesh  of  kings — captains — 
mighty  men— "  and  all  men  both  free  and  bond,  both  small  and 
great."  Rev.  xix.  7,  8.  After  this  comes  the  millennium.  Rev.  xx. 

Such  are  the  plain  predictions  of  the  word  of  God,  as  to  the  daj'  of 
tribulation  yet  to  come,  and  they  are  here  stated  that  the  reader  may 
see  the  special  reason  in  these  days  for  seeking  to  bring  men  to  a  pre- 
pared state  for  trials;  and  that  Protestants  who  hold  the  pure  faith 
of  Christ,  may  be  ready  for  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  this  time,  and 
be  fully  blessed  in  them.    Let  us  next  consider, 

The  situation  of  God's  children  in  these  last  trials. 
There  may  probably  be  a  sealed  class  (Compare  Ezek.  ix.  and 
Rev.  vii),  remarkably  and  altogether  preserved  from  these  judgments, 
possibly  by  an  early  death,  Isa.  Ivii.  1,  2,  as  Josiah,  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  28. 

It  is  clear  that  manv  of  god's  servants  will  be  sharers  in  the 
trials.  As  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel,  and  Daniel  shared  the  trials  of  the 
first  captivity ;  as  the  first  Christians,  though  preserved  from  the  horrors 
of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  had  suffered  much  previously  (IThess. 
ii.  14,)  so  we  have  reason  to  think  th.at  the  church,  represented 
by  that  of  Philadelphia,  while  preserved,  will  yet  pass  through  "  the 
hour  of  temptation  which  shall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  tr}'  them 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth."  It  will  be  seen,  by  their  burning  lamps 
and  readiness  to  go  out  to  meet  him,  who  are  wise  virgins  and  who 
are  foolish.    "  Every  man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest,  for  the  day 
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shall  declare  it,  because  it  shall  be  revealed  by  fire,  and  the  fire  shall 
try  every  man's  work,  of  what  sort  it  is." 

It  is  an  awakening  question  put  by  our  Lord,  when  he  is  speaking 
of  the  sufferings  of  his  people  under  their  last  enemies,  and  that  God 
will  avenge  them,  "  Nevertheless,  when  the  Son  of  Man  conieth,  shall 
he  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?  "  as  if  the  triumph  of  the  adversary,  and 
the  delay  of  God's  judgment  and  their  own  sufferings  were  such  as  to 
stagger  the  faith  of  God's  own  elect.  It  is  not  however  asserted  that 
their  faith  shall  fail,  but  it  is  put  as  a  solemn  caution  and  warning  of 
the  peculiarly  aggravated  nature  of  the  temptation,  and  a  quickening 
call  to  faith,  whatever  the  trial  may  be,  that  we  may  hope  against 
hope  to  the  end.  A  similar  question  occurs  Matt.  xx.  22.  See  also 
Matt.  XV.  24—27.    Mark  ix.  23. 

But  in  these  trials  there  will  be  such  a  refuge  as  will  really 

SHELTER  THE  PREPARED  SERVANTS  OF  ClIRLST  FROM    EVIL.  This 

is  often  brought  before  us.  In  the  midst  of  the  last  troubles,  the  dis- 
ciples of  Christ  are  directed  to  "  lift  up  their  heads,  for  their  redemp- 
tion draweth  nigh."  They  can  say,  "  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength, 
a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble."  They  are  charged,  "Come 
my  people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and  shut  thy  doors  about 
thee  :  hide  thj'self  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  indigna- 
tion be  overpast."  Isa.  xxvi.  20.  They  are  assured,  "  Because  thou 
hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also  will  keep  thee  from  the 
hour  of  temptation."  And  again :  "  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  de- 
liver the  godly  out  of  temptation,  and  to  reserve  the  unjust  unto  the 
day  of  judgment  to  be  punished." 

But  it  is  not  merely  a  refuge  and  deliverance  that  will  be  provided ; 
the  tribulation  itself  will  be  a  ti.aie  of  unspe.\kable  and  .special 
ADVANTAGE  TO  THEM.  In  this  great  tribulation  they  "have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  They 
who  now  watch  and  pray,  will  then  "  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape 
air  those  things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son 
of  Man."  We  are  solemnly  assured,  not  only  that  that  day  shall 
not  overtake  them  as  a  thief,  and  that  they  are  not  appointed  tn 
wrath  ;  but  also  that  they  are  appointed  "  to  obtain  salvation  by  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  In  the  darkest  part  of  the  tribulation  they  are 
assured  thus  :  "  Ye  shall  have  a  song  in  the  night,  when  a  holy  so- 
lemnity is  kept,  and  gladness  of  heart  as  when  one  goeth  with  a  pipe 
to  come  into  the  mountain  of  the  Lord."  Such  promises  intimate,  not 
merely  a  preservation,  but  a  season  of  peculiar  holiness  and  solemn 
joy  to  God's  children  at  this  time ;  a  season  which  rapidly  ripens  and 
prepares  the  saints  for  their  rapture  to  glory,  without  that  separation 
of  the  spirit  from  the  body  which  has  liitherto  taken  place  in  the 
death  of  believers  in  general. 
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The  day  of  tribulation  will  be  the  day  of  large  conversion  to 
Christ.  It  will  give  striking  advantages  to  the  saints,  for  manifest- 
ing the  blessedness  of  true  religion.  We  have  many  explicit  state- 
ments that  the  time  of  these  judgments  will  be  the  time  of  extended 
conversion  of  souls.  The  great  multitude  which  no  man  can  number, 
came  out  of  it.  Rev.  vii.  The  last  gatherings  to  the  great  supper 
are  that  the  house  may  be  filled.  Luke  xiv.  23.  We  are  assured, 
"  When  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
shall  learn  righteousness."  Isaiah  xxvi.  9.  The  great  harvest  of 
the  church,  possibly  in  itself  a  time  of  trial,  precedes  the  full  vintage 
of  wrath.  Rev.  xiv.  Just  after  Daniel  mentions  this  great  tribula- 
tion (Dan.  xii.  1),  and  the  resurrection  following  it,  he  gives  the 
most  glowing  of  all  the  promises  to  those  successful  in  labours  for 
the  spiritual  good  of  others ;  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the 
brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness as  the  stars  for  ever."  This  accords  with  that  which  he  farther 
predicts :  They  that  understand  among  the  people  shall  instruct 
many,  yet  they  shall  fall  by  the  sword,  and  by  flame,  by  captivity, 
and  by  spoil  many  days."  Thus,  as  in  the  beginning,  the  blood  of 
the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church. 

By  the  great  difference  of  the  effects  of  these  troubles,  the  dis- 

TINXTION  BETWEEN  THE    RIGHTEOUS    AND  THE  WICKED  SHALL  BE 

M.^NIFEST.  Now  it  is  often  difficult  to  ascertain  the  real  character  of 
men,  and  in  distinguishing  we  often  make  mistakes;  then  it  will  be 
manifest  as  the  sun  at  noon-day.  Now  we  call  the  proud  huppy ; 
then  the  day  comes  "  that  shall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud, 
yea,  and  all  that  do  wickedl)-,  shall  be  as  stubble."  Now  men  saj-, 
"  ^V'hat  profit  is  it  if  we  keep  God's  ordinances.^  "  then  those  who 
have  feared  the  Lord  will  be  spared  as  his  dear  children  ;  and  be  as 
his  jewels,  while  the  folly  of  the  wicked  "shall  be  manifest  unto  all 
men."  And  "men  shall  return,  and  discern  between  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked  ;  between  him  that  scneth  God  and  him  that  serveth 
him  not." 

The  CHARACTER  AND  SITU.VTION  DP  THE  WICKED  UNDER  THESE 

TRIALS,  is  also  brought  before  us.  There  are  those  who  will  remain 
imconverted  under  these  unequalled  exhibitions  of  grace  on  the  one 
hand,  and  judgment  on  the  other.  As  Luther  once  said,  "  I  believe 
it  will  come  to  pass,  that  the  greater  and  clearer  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel is,  the  more  wicked  the  world  will  be."  Their  character  vvill  be- 
come more  and  more  desperately  wicked  ("2  Tim.  iii.  Li),  and  this 
wickedness  more  manifest  to  all.  Rev.  xix.  19.  Even  now  "after 
their  hardness  and  impenitent  hearts,  they  treasure  up  to  themselves 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God."    It  appears  clear  that  the  tribulation  of  the  seventh 


398 


APPENDIX. 


vial  serves  to  separate  men  into  their  respective  classes,  and  not  finally 
to  destroy  the  wicked.  When  the  great  hail  out  of  heaven  falls  upon 
the  wicked,  they  do  but  "  blaspheme  God  because  of  the  plague  of  the 
hail."  Rev.  xvi.  21.  It  is  the  very  mark  of  Antichrist,  with  his 
many  followers,  to  "  deny  that  Jesus  is  coming  [fpxof^evoy)  in  the 
flesh."  2  John  7.  Thus  Pharaoh  in  Egypt  grew  more  hardened  with 
each  successive  judgment,  till  his  last  overthrow.  They  will  go  on 
to  make  war  with  the  Lamb  and  his  followers ;  and  probably  will 
reduce  the  people  of  Christ  to  such  extremities,  as  to  make,  as  we 
have  noticed,  their  faith  ready  to  fail  and  their  hope  to  faint.  Their 
continued  impunity,  and  the  prolonged  absence  of  the  Lord,  produces 
entire  unbelief  of  his  return  at  all  in  the  world  (2  Peter  iii.  4) ;  and 
the  excess  of  suffering,  and  the  delay  of  divine  vengeance  on  the 
wicked,  causes  despondency  in  God's  people.  Hence  our  Lord  says, 
"  Shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto 
him,  though  he  bear  long  with  them.'  I  tell  you  that  he  will  avenge 
them  speedily.  Nevertheless,  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh  shall  he 
find  faith  on  the  earth.'  "    Luke  xviii.  7,  H. 

It  is  in  this  extremity  of  the  church,  I  apprehend,  and  previous  to 
the  national  conversion  of  Israel,  that  the  Lord  descends  from 
HEAVEN  (1  Thess.  iv.  16)  and  that  the  resurrectio.v,  g.a.therii\g, 

AND    TR.iNSL.-iTION    OF    THE    SAINTS    TAKES    PLACE.      The  SaintS, 

whether  brought  to  Christ  from  among  Jews  or  Gentiles,  the  first 
fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb,  the  faithful  remnant  according  to  the 
election  of  grace,  are  greatly  blessed,  prepared,  and  sanctified  in  the 
last  tribulation,  are  changed  and  tr.\nsl.\ted,  and,  with  those 
B^iSED  FROM  THEIR  GRAVES,  ASCEND  to  the  immediate  presence  of 
the  Redeemer,  and  all  are  received  to  the  heavenly  state.  The  saints 
then  are  judged  according  to  their  works,  and  have  their  lots 
assigned  to  them  by  their  righteous  Judge,  in  their  blessed  and  hea- 
venly kingdom.    Dan.  xii.  2,  3,  13.    Matt.  xxv.  33—40. 

The  earth  for  a  season  seems  left  wholly  to  the  unconverted  ;  the 
Jewish  nation,  not  yet  truly  converted,  but  self-righteous  (Isa.  xvi.) 
and  infidel,  and  the  nominal  church  in  its  Laodicean  state  of  wretched 
ignorance.  After  the  first  recovery  of  the  wicked  from  their  surprise 
at  the  translation  of  the  saints,  they,  like  the  Egyptians,  pursue  their 
enmity  ;  and  especially  manifest  it  towards  the  Jewish  nation,  in  part 
restored  to  their  own  land.  There  are  many  predictions  of  this  :  see 
especially  the  last  chapters  of  Isaiah  and  Zechariah,  the  38th  and 
30th  of  Ezekiel,  and  the  lOth  chapter  of  Revelation. 

These  attempts  issue  in  the  return  of  our  Lord  with  all 
HIS  saints  (Zech.  xiv.  5.  Jude  xiv.  1.5.  Rev.  xix.  14.)  to  our  earth. 
While  the  earth  is  covered  with  darkness,  and  gross  darkness  over- 
spreads the  nations,  the  true  light  returns  to  Sion  ;  the  conversion  of 
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the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  awful,  and  immediate,  and  everlasting 
punishment  by  fire  of  the  living  obstinately  wicked,  and  their  being 
"  cast  alive  into  a  lake  burning  with  fire  and  brimstone,  to  be  tor- 
mented day  and  night,  for  ever  and  ever,"  follows  upon  this  return. 
Rom.  xi.  26.  The  conversion  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  these  direct 
judgments  from  God  our  Saviour  on  the  wicked,  end  in  that  nation 
becoming  a  fuller  blessing  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  even  than  they 
have  yet  been.  While  some  of  the  Gentiles,  escaping,  through  the 
forbearance  of  God,  out  of  these  last  judgments,  are  sent  "  to  the 
nations  afar  off,  that  have  not  heard  the  fame  of  Jehovah,  neither 
have  seen  his  glorj'."  Isaiah  Ixvi.  19.  Thus  "  the  nations  of  them 
which  are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth  bring  their  honour  and  glory  unto  it." 
The  glorified  saints  reign  in  the  millennial  kingdom  with  Christ ; 
the  last  rebellion  takes  place  ;  the  judgment  op  the  dead,  (Rev. 
XX.  12.  Matt.  XXV.  41 — 45,)  not  partakers  of  the  first  resurrection, 
succeeds  ;  and  then  the  glorified  host  reign  for  ever  and  ever  over  a 
renovated  and  righteous  world.    Rev.  xxi.  1 — 5;  xxii.  5. 

Thus  finally,  God's  righteousness  and  grace,  and  all  his  good  and 
holy  dealings  with  the  sons  of  men  will  be  made  so  clear  that  he  will 
be  fully  justified,  and  glorified  for  ever  by  all  creation,  in  a  recovered 
world  and  perfected  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth. 

Let  us  yet  farther  for  a  moment  glance  at  the  glory  of  the 
risen  church  of  Christ.  Who  can  describe  this.  "If  eye  hath 
not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  iiim  "  (1  Cor. 
ii.  9),  or  them  that  "wait  for  him  "  (Isaiah  Ixiv.  4);  and  they  are 
only  revealed  to  us  by  his  Spirit ;  what  must  be  the  blessedness  and 
glory  of  a  resurrection  body,  and  a  perfectly  purified  soul !  What 
the  blessedness  of  associating  for  ever  only  with  those  thus  glorious, 
of  sharing  all  their  joys,  and  with  them  living  always  in  that  pre- 
sence of  our  one  Lord,  where  is  fulness  of  joy  !  Who  can  tell  what 
royalties  we  partake  of  in  the  heavenly  kingdom,  what  priestly 
offices  we  are  there  honoured  with,  what  the  beauteous  splendour  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem  is?  What  the  Lord  God  giving  light  to  his 
servants  there  shall  be.^  Who  can  reach  the  height,  or  fathom  the 
depth,  or  measure  the  length  aud  breadth  of  the  love  of  our  Imnianuel, 
and  the  glories  of  the  mansions  he  is  preparing  for  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers. See  the  promises  made  to  the  overcomers  in  the  seven 
churches,  how  they  are  added  one  to  another,  till  the  overcomers  are 
raised  to  the  highest  throne  of  Immanuel's  glory.  "  To  him  that 
overcomcth  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also 
overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my  Fatlier  in  his  throne." 

I  do  not  wonder  at  the  almost  extravagant  desire  of  martyrdom  in 
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the  early  church,  having  full  faith  in  these  promises.  The  sufferings 
before  us  will  restore  this  faith.  To  assist  the  reader's  faith,  let  us 
consider  some  of  the  great  benefits  of  suffering  for  the 
truth's  SAKE.  Had  we  indeed  only  those  words,  "  Blessed  are  they 
which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,"  we  might  be  sure  that 
our  Lord  would  not  mislead  us.  But  he  has  strengthened  our  faith 
by  more  distinctly  and  fully  shewing  how  they  are  blessed. 

The  PURIFVING  effects  of  tribulation  are  often  set  before  us. 
Thus  the  apostle  Peter  says,  "  If  need  be,  ye  are  in  heaviness 
through  manifold  temptations,  that  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much 
more  precious  than  of  gold  thatperisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory  at  the  appearing  of 
Jesus  Christ."  And  the  apostle  Paul  tells  the  Hebrews,  "  No  chas- 
tening for  the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous  ;  nevertheless,  afterwards 
it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  to  them  which  are 
exercised  thereby."  Similar  statements  occur  frequently  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Thus  our  Saviour  was  perfected,  and  we  are  to  be  per- 
fected in  a  similar  manner.  Luke  vi.  40.  The  fellowship  of  his  suf- 
ferings is  needful,  before  we  can  be  fully  like  him.  Intense  hatred 
of  sin,  and  ardent  love  to  God,  and  inward  purity,  are  advanced  most 
by  sanctified  afflictions.  And  how  clearly  are  these  things  predicted 
by  Daniel  in  the  last  days  :  "  Many  shall  be  purified,  and  made 
white,  and  tried,  but  the  wicked  shall  do  wickedly,  and  none  of  the 
wicked  shall  understand,  but  the  wise  shall  understand."  Dan.xii.  10. 

The  VAST  USEFULNESS  TO  OTHERS  of  faithful  sufferings,  is  evident 
in  the  past  history  of  the  Church.  All  its  successes  and  triumphs 
have  been  thus  attained.  Our  Saviour's  sufferings  preceded  the  numer- 
ous conversions  to  the  early  church;  the  apostolic  sufferings  and  those 
of  the  first  martyrs,  preceded  the  establishment  of  religion  in  the 
Roman  empire  ;  the  martyrdom  of  the  witnesses  before  the  Reforma- 
tion, preceded  their  resurrection  at  the  Reformation  ;  the  sufferings  of 
the  Reformers  went  before  the  establishment  and  enlargement  of  the 
Protestant  churches.  Men  are  generally  blessed  in  the  result  as  they 
have  suffered  for  the  truth,  and  few  have  been  largely  blessed  without 
going  through  much  suffering.  Doubtless,  then,  the  exceeding  grac 
given  to  faithful  Christians,  keeping  them  from  the  hour  of  temptation 
(Rev.  iii.  10),  and  delivering  them  out  of  it  (2  Peter  ii.  9),  will  be 
a  large  blessing  to  multitudes  in  that  tribulation.  Rev.  vii.  14.  And 
as  we  have  the  same  intimations  that  there  were  those  who  repented 
during  the  progress  of  the  deluge  (I  Peter  iii.  19),  so  may  a  countless 
multitude  yet  be  brought  to  Christ  through  the  fidelity  given  to  suf- 
fering Christians  in  the  last  days. 

The  national  benefits  connected  with  the  sufferings  of  Chris- 
tian ar  verj'  great.    See  what  a  candle  Latimer  and  his  brother 
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Ridley  kindled  in  Britain  by  their  sufferings !  Which  of  the  pro- 
phets, apostles  and  martyrs  have  not,  by  their  sutferings,  helped  ulti- 
mately to  preserve  and  spread  vital  godliness  among  some  at  least  in 
their  own  country  ?  Jerusalem  would  have  been  preserved  from  the 
Chaldean  invasion  if  the  Lord  had  found  "a  man  to  stand  in  the  gap 
before  him."  Ten  righteous  men  would  have  preserved  Sodom. 
We  know  not  how  far  it  may  please  God  Britain  may  yet  be  spared 
in  the  last  judgments,  or  raised  out  of  them,  greatly  humbled  and 
purified,  through  the  faithfulness  of  British  Christians,  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  How  glorious  an  object  is  it  for  a  Christian's  aim,  to 
be  a  national  blessing  in  the  highest  sense  to  our  beloved  land  !  O 
may  we  covet  this  happiness,  and  attain  it  by  fidelity  to  Christ ! 

The  glorifying  of  God's  great  name  is  a  yet  higher  aim 
which  is  set  before  us  as  a  duty  in  the  tribulation  to  come.  This  was 
the  first  and  ardent  desire  of  the  Redeemer  in  commencing  his  last 
pra3-er  with  his  disciples,  "  Father,  the  hour  is  come,  glorify  th}'  Son, 
that  thy  Son  also  may  glorify  thee."  This  desire  consoled  and  streng- 
thened him  in  all  that  was  before  him — "  Father,  glorify  thy  name." 
We  also  are  taught  that  in  the  last  judgments,  when  the  city  of  con- 
fusion is  broken  up,  there  shall  be  a  remnant  of  whom  it  is  predicted, 
"  they  shall  lift  up  their  voice,  thej'  shall  sing  for  the  majesty  of  the 
Lord,  they  shall  cry  aloud  from  the  sea.  Wherefore  glorify  ye  the 
Lord  in  the  fires,  even  the  name  of  the  God  of  the  Israel  in  the  isles 
of  the  sea."  How  greatly  was  God  glorified  in  Shadraeh,  Mcshec 
and  Abednego,  and  their  unflinching  boldness  before  Nebuchadnezzar, 
and  then  in  their  wonderful  preservation  ;  in  Daniel's  faithfulness  to 
his  God  and  his  deliverance  in  the  lion's  den  ;  in  Peter's  boldness  be- 
fore the  council,  and  sufferings  for  the  truth,  and  God's  protection  and 
deliverance  :  in  Luther's  firmness  at  Worms,  and  in  the  martyrdoms 
of  the  Reformation  !  Let  God's  glory  be  dearer  to  us  than  life  itself. 
And  in  nothing  is  God's  glory  more  exhibited  than  in  the  faith,  pa- 
tience, peace,  love,  and  holy  triumph  of  his  people  over  the  sharpest 
sufferings.  It  shews  so  dearly  the  truth  of  his  gospel  and  the  excel- 
lence of  his  grace  in  supporting  a  feeble  creature  like  man,  as  to  com- 
pel the  attention  of  the  world  and  win  many  a  precious  soul  to  Christ. 
It  is  such  an  honouring  of  the  truth  of  his  word  against  all  the  terrors  of 
the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil,  such  a  seeing  of  him  that  is  invisi- 
ble, as  utterly  confounds  all  the  devices  of  Satan  and  the  short-sighted 
wisdom  of  men  of  this  world.  The  tide  of  triumphant  wickedness 
is  resisted  and  turned  entirely  back  by  the  stability  of  the  faith  of 
suflFering  Christians. 

Our  final  blessedness  and  glory  are  augmented  through 
SUFFERINGS  FOR  THE  TRUTH.    What  is  the  grand  theme  of  the  rap- 
turous Hallelujahs  above      The  sufferings  of  the  Lamb— "Worthy 
t  2D 
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is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain."  What  is  it  that  obtains  the  great  re- 
ward in  heaven?  Suffering  most  for  his  sake  below — "  Blessed  are 
j'e  that  weep  now,-  for  ye  shall  laugh.  Blessed  are  ye  when  men 
shall  hate  j-ou  and  when  they  shall  separate  you  from  their  company, 
and  shall  reproach  you  and  cast  out  your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of 
man's  sake ;  rejoice  ye  in  that  day  and  leap  for  joy,  for  behold  your 
reward  is  great  in  heaven."  What  works  out  for  us  "the  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ?  "  Is  it  not  "  our  light  afflic- 
tion which  is  but  for  a  moment "  The  prosperity  of  the  wicked  over 
the  righteous,  which  now  so  pains  us,  is  short  and  only  just  precedes 
their  fall.  The  woman  is  last  seen  "  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the 
saints,"  before  it  is  divineh-  determined  "  how  much  she  hath  glori- 
fied herself  and  lived  deliciously,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow  give 
her."  The  saints  crying  under  the  altar  are  quieted  by  this  remark- 
able direction,  "  That  they  should  rest  yet  for  a  little  season,  until 
their  fellow-servants  also  and  their  brethren  that  should  be  killed  as 
they  were  should  be  fulfilled ;  "  and  then  are  they  glorified  together. 
See  Heb.  xi.  40.  "  If  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with  him."  Look 
at  all  the  promises  ;  they  are  made  to  the  victors  in  the  battle,  and 
"  they  overcome  the  accuser  of  the  brethren,  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
and  by  the  word  of  their  testiraon}",  and  they  loved  not  their  lives 
unto  death."  See  how  all  the  worthies  enumerated  in  the  11th  of 
Hebrews  attained  their  glory,  and  then  observe  Jesus  the  Author  and 
Finisher  of  our  faith  crowning  the  whole,  and  enduring  the  cross,  that 
he  might  enter  his  joy. 

Thus  the  cross  is  the  way  to  the  crown ;  affliction  is  the  path  to 
glory.  This  made  Paul,  looking  forward  to  his  future  rejoicing,  tri- 
umphantly testify,  "  Yea,  and  if  I  be  offered  (or  poured  out)  upon 
the  sei'vice  and  sacrifice  of  your  faith,  I  joy  and  rejoice  with  you  all." 
Let  me  then  stir  up  my  own  heart  and  yours.  Christian  reader,  every 
where  now  to  prepare  for  the  cross,  not  as  something  that  we  cannot 
escape,  but  as  a  gracious  appointment  of  privilege  and  eternal  gain. 
What  shall  we  look  back  upon  hereafter  with  most  joy Upon  this, 
that  by  the  grace  of  God  we  were  enabled  to  make  sacrifices  of  things 
seen  for  the  sake  of  things  unseen,  that  we  walked  not  by  sight  but 
bj'  faith,  that  we  endured  hardness  and  sufferings  for  Christ,  and  so 
were  made  blessings  to  our  fellow-men,  brought  many  sons  to  glory, 
and  were  fully  ripened  for  that  glory. 

The  full  blessedness  of  all  creation  follows  the  glory  of  the  church  ; 
' '  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness  " 
is  the  result  of  God's  loving-kindness  to  men,  and  "  the  earnest  ex- 
pectation of  the  creation  waiteth  for  the  manifestation  of  the  sons 
of  God." 

Such  are  the  happy  effects  of  sufferings  for  the  truth.    We  will 
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conclude  with  some  Practical  Lessons  to  be  drawn  from  this  sub- 
ject. 

Arm  yourselves  with  the  siind  op  Christ  about  suffering. 
To  be  like  him  is  the  glory  of  a  Christian.  He  foresaw  with  perfect 
distinctness  and  foreknowledge  all  the  bitter  cup  which  he  had  to 
taste.  He  knew  his  sorrows  beforehand,  far  more  distinctly  than  we 
can  possibly  know  any  sufferings  through  which  we  have  to  go,  and 
yet  he  withheld  not  himself  from  his  overwhelming  baptism,  and 
was  only  straitened  till  it  was  accomplished.  Amidst  all  temptations, 
from  friends  and  from  foes,  from  the  world  and  the  devil,  and  from 
those  infirmities  of  our  nature,  with  the  feeling  of  which  he  was 
touched, — look  at  the  invincible  firmness,  patience,  meekness,  gen- 
tleness, love  and  faithfulness  of  our  divine  Lord.  Trulj-  we  must  look 
much  to  Jesus,  if  we  would  be  armed  with  his  mind.  He  will  give 
us  his  Spirit  ;  he  will  strengthen  us  with  his  grace.  He  will  impart 
to  us  his  mind. 

Be  farther  strengthened  by  the  past  experience  of  all 
God's  children.  Suffering  for  the  truth,  from  the  time  of  righteous 
Abel,  has  ever  been  the  way  by  which  God  has  led  his  people  to 
final  triumph  and  to  full  blessedness.  Thus  St.  James  (v.  ] — 11.), 
speaking  of  the  trials  of  God's  servants  in  the  last  days  says,  "  Take, 
my  brethren,  the  prophets  who  have  spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
for  an  example  of  suffering  affliction  and  of  patience.  Behold  we 
count  them  happy  which  endure."  Their  faithfulness  in  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  brought  to  them  all  their  affliction,  but  thence 
came  all  their  glory.  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  It  is  the  meek  and  holy  spirit 
of  a  believer  joined  with  bis  unfliuchiug  confession  of  the  truth  that 
disquiets  the  conscience  of  sinners  and  provokes  their  wrath  ;  for  it 
interferes  with  the  easj-  enjoyment  of  all  the  lusts  of  this  world. 
Nor  will  the  meekness  of  Moses,  the  tenderness  of  Jeremiah,  the 
wisdom  of  Paul,  and  the  combination  of  every  grace  and  perfection 
in  our  Lord  Jesus,  screen  the  faithful  servant  of  the  most  High  from 
this  enmity.  But  the  more  the  world  hates  us  for  fidelity  to  God's 
truth,  the  more  the  Lord  himself  loves  us  and  will  honour  us,  so  that 
great  shall  be  our  reward  in  heaven.  | 

Now  gather  scriptural  truth  that  may  be  as  oil  in  our  lamps 
FOB  the  day  op  necessity.  A  man  unacquainted  with  all  that 
God  has  foretold  in  his  word,  of  events  yet  to  come,  and  expecting 
things  only  to  go  on  as  they  have  done,  must  be  taken  unawares  by 
them  (Luke  xxi.  34),  and  so  wholly  unprepared.  While  he  who  has 
attended  to  God's  warnings  and  treasured  up  all  his  gracious  state- 
ments of  what  is  yet  to  take  place,  will  not  be  taken  by  surprize,  but 
will  be  found  ready  and  provided  against  the  evil  day.  The  prepared 
Ciiristian,  who  remembers  what  Christ  has  beforehand  told  lum,  will 
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be  able,  amidst  all  the  unusual  shakings  and  convulsions  of  that  day, 
and  the  terrors  of  his  fellow-men,  to  lift  up  his  head.  He  knows  the 
end  of  the  Lord,  he  sees  his  redemption  and  that  of  the  whole  earth 
approaching,  and  with  this  hope  he  can  be  full  of  confidence,  peace 
and  joy. 

Cheerfully  endure  the  preseiNT  cross  to  be  taken  up  for 
THE  truth.  After  St.  Paul  had  expressed,  in  the  last  epistle  which 
he  wrote,  his  tender  attachment  to  Timoth}',  he  thus  exhorts  him  : 
"  Be  thou  partaker  of  the  afflictions  of  the  gospel,  according  to  the 
power  of  God,"  shewing  him  his  privilege  and  his  strength  for  it. 
There  is  each  day  some  sacrifice  of  ease  and  inclination  to  be  made, 
some  restraint  to  be  put  upon  appetite  and  the  love  of  pleasure,  some 
mortification  of  our  high-mindedness,  something  disagreeable  to  flesh 
and  blood  to  be  endured,  something  laborious  and  toilsome  to  be 
eftected,  by  acting  on  Christian  principles.  By  faithfulness  in  these 
things,  we  shall  become  inured  and  habituated  to  greater  trials,  and 
so  meet  with  a  larger  blessing.  /  die  daily ^  was  the  experience  of  one 
of  the  noblest  sufferers  in  the  school  of  Christ.  That  this  is  our  only 
safe  course  is  clear  from  the  plain  direction  of  our  Lord,  "  If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily 
and  follow  me."  It  is  easy  to  think  that  we  may  be  firm  and  valiant 
for  the  truth  in  a  great  trial,  and  yet  neglect  present  self-sacrifice  ; 
but  the  best  means  of  being  firm  then,  is  by  now  beginning  a  course 
of  firmness  and  self-denial  and  self-restraint.  Observ  e  how  the  self- 
denial  of  Daniel  and  his  companions  in  private  preceded  their  public 
boldness  and  firmness  in  standing  for  the  truth.  Compare  Daniel  i. 
with  iii.  and  v. 

Ask  for  grace  to  be  bold  in  the  confession  of  truth. 
Tins  did  the  apostles,  and  they  w-ere  heard.  Acts  iv.  29.  True  it  is, 
this  boldness  will  expose  us  to  ridicule  and  bitter  hatred  of  evil  men  ; 
tme  it  is,  even  Christians  may  blame  us,  and  they  of  our  own  house- 
hold think  we  carry  matters  much  too  far ;  true  it  is  we  may  have 
thereby  to  suffer  and  be  shamefully  entreated,  even  though  we  had  the 
■wisdom,  love  and  humility  of  Paul ;  yet  still  let  us  be  "  bold  in  our 
God,  to  speak  the  gospel  of  God,  with  much  contention."  Oh  how 
great  a  grace  is  given  to  a  Christian,  when  he  is  enabled  to  look  off 
the  praise  of  man  as  a  small  thing,  and  one  to  be  despised,  when  put 
in  competition  with  the  praise  of  God  ;  and  with  large  love  to  all, 
with  humility,  and  patience,  and  simplicity  of  mind  to  seek  only  God"« 
a4)proval.  This  will  give  us  real  boldness,  as  it  did  to  Peter  and 
.John  before  all  the  rulers  of  the  Jews,  (Acts  iv.  13,  19.)  and  so  make 
us  large  blessings  to  his  church.  The  hope  of  the  Redeemer's  return 
is  peculiarly  calculated  to  embolden  and  strengthen  even  the  timid  and 
weak  believer  faithfully  to  confess  present  and  needful  truth. 
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'  Be  watchful.  How  often  is  this  direction  given  by  our  Lord,  in 
the  gospel,  with  reference  to  these  da}-s  !  and  it  is  repeated  from  hea- 
ven as  specially  applicable  to  this  very  period.  Rev.  iii.  2;  xvi.  1,5. 
Let  us  take  care  then  that  our  gaments  are  not  defiled.  Errors  and 
heresies  abound  on  every  side.  The  three  unclean  spirits  are  all 
abroad,  seeking  to  gather  men  into  the  armies  that  war  against  the 
Lamb  :  Jesuits,  Revolutionists  and  Infidels  shew  to  enlightened 
Christians  whose  they  are  and  to  whom  they  belong.  Many  have 
been  defiled,  and  when  once  the  defilement  is  received  how  difiicult 
is  the  removal?  "  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  his  gar- 
ments, lest  he  walk  naked  and  they  see  his  shame."  This  is  the 
special  charge  and  watchword  of  the  Christian  army  for  this  season. 
But  not  only  have  we  to  watch  against  errors,  and  temptations,  and 
sins,  but  to  watch  for  every  opportunity  of  glorifying  God  and  bene- 
fiting men,  seizing  promptly  each  occasion  of  doing  good.  And  above 
all,  we  have  to  watch  and  wait  for  the  coming  of  the  Redeemer, — 
"  Watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  what  hour  your  Lord  doth  come." 
Happy  those  wise  Christians  to  whom  this  is  a  blessed  hope,  for 
which  they  are  looking  ;  to  whom  he  comes  as  the  expected  Bridegroom, 
and  then  they  enter  with  bim  to  the  marriage. 

Be  diligent  in  seekincj  to  .save  soul.s.  The  words  of  our  Sa- 
viour should  especially  now  be  our  purpose  and  guide  day  by  day. 
"  I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day  ;  the 
night  Cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  As  long  as  I  am  in  the  world. 
I  am  the  light  of  the  world."  Soon  the  present  opportunities  of 
spreading  divine  truth,  freedom  and  liberty  of  action,  ;uid  means  of 
reaching  all  quarters  of  the  earth,  as  far  as  regards  the  exertions  of 
the  children  of  God,  may  be  greatly  impeded  or  wholly  taken  from  us. 
Soon  we  may  be  despoiled  of  the  many  advantages  we  now  have  for 
doing  good  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men  :  but  if  we  now  scatter  the 
seed,  it  may  be  harrowed  in,  even  in  those  days,  and  ultimately  bring 
a  glorious  harvest,  in  which  we  shall  for  ever  rejoice.  '•  He  that 
winneth  souls  is  wise."  Let  this  be  the  wisdom  which  we  choose 
and  prefer. 

However  tried,  be  faithful,  in  the  assured  hope  of  vic- 
tory at  the  end.  If  in  the  last  appearance  of  the  harlot,  she  is 
"  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints  ;  "  if  the  great  "  war  with  the 
I^ib  "  is  yet  to  take  place;  if  the  saints  are  to  be  "made  white, 
purified  and  tried  :  "  if  "the  elect  are  to  cry  day  and  night"  before 
they  are  avenged,  we  may  justly  anticipate  great  temptations  to  un- 
faithfulness. Let  us  think  of  these  things  beforehand,  that  when 
they  really  come,  being  ready,  we  may  stand,  and  "  having  done  all, 
ttill  stand."  Let  the  cheering  promise  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death 
and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life,"  animate  us  in  the  darkest  hours. 
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To  have  nothing  but  love  in  our  hearts  and  our  lives  to  our  fellow- 
men,  even  to  those  who  hate  us  most,  and  yet  for  this  to  endure  unto 
a  bloody  death,  striving  against  sin,  (Heb.  xii.)  here  indeed  we  are 
conformed  to  Christ ;  and  if  it  be  the  hardest,  j-et  it  is  the  shortest 
path  to  highest  blessedness  and  glory,  and  that  for  ever. 

And  that  you  may  choose  and  delight  in  this  way,  we  say  in  the 
close  of  all — Be  animated  by  the  bright  hope  of  a  glorious 
AND  EVERLASTING  REDEMPTION.  This  is  what  the  whole  creation 
is  waiting  for.  All  the  exhibitions  of  e\i\  in  our  world  will,  through 
the  wonder-working  mercy  of  our  God,  be  overruled  to  this  end.  In 
what  a  glou-ing  strain,  hoping  for  this,  the  apostle  says,  "  I  reckon 
that  the  sutferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us ;  for  the  earnest  expec- 
tation of  the  creature  waiteth  for  the  manifestations  of  the  sons  of 
God."  The  apostle  proceeds  to  declare  the  groans  and  travail  of  all 
creation,  and  even  of  the  sons  of  God  waiting  for  their  redemption. 
Well  may  it  be  so,  for  how  great  are  the  glories  of  that  redemption  ! 
The  recovery  of  all  creation  from  its  ruin  through  sin  ;  the  earth,  and 
the  creatures  on  it  delivered  from  the  curse  ;  (Rom.  viii.  19 — 22,)  the 
resurrection  of  the  body  from  the  grave,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
soul  from  all  bondage  and  taint  of  sin,  and  its  perfected  likeness  to 
God ;  the  will  of  God  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,  his  kingdom 
come,  his  name  every  where  hallowed,  and  his  reigning  in  his  glorj-; 
these  are  some  parts  of  this  redemption.  "  There  shall  be  no  more 
curse,  but  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it,  and  his  ser- 
vants shall  serve  him,  and  they  shall  see  his  face,  and  his  name  shall 
be  in  their  foreheads.  And  there  shall  be  no  night  there,  and  they 
need  no  candle,  neither  light  of  the  sun,  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them 
light,  and  they  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  0  how  well  was  it 
for  Enoch  that  he  walked  with  God,  and  for  Noah  that  he  was  a 
preacher  of  righteousness  ;  for  Abraham  that  he  went  into  a  strange 
land  and  withheld  not  his  only  son  ;  for  David  that  he  was  bold,  trust- 
ing only  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  to  contend  with  Goliah,  and  became 
the  man  after  God's  own  heart ;  for  Daniel,  that  he  was  cast  into  the 
lion's  den  ;  for  Peter,  that  he  followed  the  Lord  in  his  sutferings  ;  for 
Paul,  that  he,  for  the  truth,  went  through  unequalled  afflictions, 
and  for  John,  that  he  was  the  companion  of  the  faithful  in  their  tribu- 
lation !  0  happy  confessors,  martyrs,  fathers,  refoi-mers,  and  suf- 
ferers in  every  age,  who,  enduring  all  evils  for  Christ,  through  much 
tribulation  have  entered  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !  How  much  better 
all  their  momentary  sufferings  issuing  in  such  an  everlasting  glory, 
than  this  world's  highest  transitory  gains,  and  pleasures,  and  honours, 
which  do  but  end  in  shame  and  everlasting  contempt. 

Is  there  any  reader  of  these  lines,  who  slights  all  such  scriptural 
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truths  as  have  been  now  set  before  him,  I  would  not  leave  hira  with- 
out one  more  solemn  warning  of  God  ;  "  The  time  is  come  that  judg- 
ment must  begin  at  the  house  of  God  ;  and  if  it  first  begin  at  us,  what 
shall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  God  ?  And  if 
the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sin- 
ner appear?"  1  Peter  iv.  17,  18.  May  the  Lord  himself  applj-  these 
words  to  your  conscience,  and  bring  you  into  the  number  of  his  own 
believing  and  saved  people  !  Whatever  be  our  present  difficulties, 
sacrifices,  dangers,  weakness  and  temptations — "  Come  thou  with  us, 
and  we  will  do  thee  good ;  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  good  concerning 
Israel."    Numb.  x.  29. 

Christian  reader,  place  these  things  before  your  mind.  Look  not 
at  the  things  seen,  but  at  the  things  unseen.  Come  to  some  fixed  de- 
termination in  the  strength  of  grace  to  be  the  Lord's  only.  Let  us 
follow  our  Protestant  fathers,  in  the  part  of  the  war  now  left  to  us, 
and  if  need  be,  by  suffering,  let  us  achieve  the  victory  both  for  our 
church,  our  country  and  our  world  ;  the  full  blessedness  of  which  will 
only  be  known  and  enjoj'ed  in  that  "  new  heaven  and  new  earth 
wherein  dvvelleth  righteousness." 

Edward  Bickersteth. 

Walton  Rectory,  Herts, 
March  24,  1840. 


IV. 

TESTIMONY  OF  THE  EARLY  FATHERS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
TO  THE  FUTURE  KINGDOM  OF  CHRIST  AT  JERU- 
SALEM. 

Though  the  author  has  abstained  from  giving  human  authority  in 
the  body  of  this  work,  yet  it  may  be  interesting  to  some  readers  to 
liave  the  following  short  account  of  the  sentiments  of  the  early 
Fathers,  which  was  gathered  by  Dr.  Whitby  and  published  in  his 
anonymous  "  Treatise  on  Traditions."  Part  i.  p.  73 — 79.  4to.  1688. 
It  is  remarkable  that  Dr.  Whitby,  who  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
the  first,  to  introduce  into  the  Protestant  churches  the  idea  of  a 
spiritual  millennium  yet  unfulfiUcd,  should  have  taken  occasion,  in 
answering  the  Roman  doctrine  of  Tradition,  in  order  to  show  their 
inconsistency,  to  bring  forward  such  a  strong,  accumulated,  and  de- 
cided testimony  of  the  early  Fathers  to  the  personal  reign  of  Christ, 
though  against  his  own  views  of  a  merely  spiritual  millennium.  It 
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is  not  given  here  as  a  proof  of  the  doctrine,  for  we  want  no  traditions 
of  men  to  prove  scriptural  doctrines  ;  they  being  ever  clearer  in  the 
scriptures  themselves  ;  but  as  an  evidence  of  its  not  being  the  novelty 
which  some  think  it,  but  the  old  path  which  they  profess  to  follow. 
The  superior  light  of  scripture  to  all  human  traditions  and  expositions, 
Luther  most  fully  manifested  in  his  reply  to  the  bull  of  Leo  X.,  a 
translation  of  which  the  author  has  given  in  the  eighteenth  edition  of 
the  Scripture  Help. 

Mr.  Greswell  has,  in  his  Exposition  of  the  Parables,  vol.  i.  p. 
273 — 485,  given  some  farther  early  traditions  in  favour  of  this  doc- 
trine. The  whole  testimony  is  not  an  unfair  specimen  of  the  nature 
of  the  light  which  tradition  gives.  It  originates  no  truth  ;  its  own 
light  is  feeble  and  uncertain,  but  it  hands  down  and  perpetuates  to 
us  God's  own  inspired  truth  in  his  written  word.  God  himself,  by 
his  own  Spirit  indeed,  from  age  to  age,  gives  his  servants  greater  in- 
sight into  his  truth.  Blessed  be  his  name,  the  knowledge  of  his 
church  has  on  the  whole  been  a  growing  knowledge,  and  the  tes- 
timony to  truth  in  its  fulness  larger  from  age  to  age. 

A  merely  spiritual  millennium,  supposed  to  have  begun  with  Con- 
stantine,  was  for  many  ages  a  common  opinion  among  Christians.  It 
was  a  convenient  doctrine  for  Popery  ;  the  papal  doctrine  of  the  in- 
vocation of  the  saints  being,  by  the  Council  of  Trent,  founded  on  the 
idea  of  the  saints  now  reigning.  Yet  probably  the  theory  of  a  merely 
spiritual  millennium,  either  past  or  to  come,  was  not  without  its  use, 
in  separating  men's  minds  from  that  carnal  idea  of  the  millennium, 
to  which  some  of  the  expressions  of  the  Fathers  had  led.  O  how 
blessed  is  the  truth  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  now  has,  and 
from  the  beginning  had  all  power  !  And  "  he  shall  not  fail  nor  be 
discouraged,  till  he  have  set  judgment  on  the  earth,  and  the  isles  shall 
wait  for  his  law." 

Dr.  Whitby's  account  of  the  testimonj-  of  the  early  Fathers  is  as 
follows :  — 

"  The  doctrine  of  the  millennium,  or  the  reign  of  saints  on  earth  a 
thousand  years,  is  now  rejected  by  all  Roman  Catholics,  and  by  the 
greatest  part  of  Protestants,  and  yet  it  passed  among  the  best  of 
Christians,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  for  a  tradition  apostolical, 
and  as  such  is  delivered  by  many  Fathers  of  the  second  and  third 
century,  who  speak  of  it  as  the  tradition  of  our  Lord  and  his  apostles, 
and  of  all  the  ancients  that  lived  before  them,  who  tell  us  the  very 
words  in  which  it  was  delivered,  the  scriptures  which  were  then  so 
interpreted,  and  say,  that  it  was  held  by  all  Christians  that  were 
exactly  orthodox. 

"  I.  This  is  delivered  by  the  Fathers  of  the  second  and  third 
centuries  as  a  tradition  received  from  the  mouth  of  Christ  and  his 
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apostles.    Eusebius  confesses,  that  Papias  declared  it  to  be  the  doc- 
trine of  our  Saviour,  handed  down  to  him  hy  unwritten  tradition.  Lib. 
iii.  cap.  39.    Now  of  this  Papias  (Lib.  v.  cap.  33),  Irenseus  says  that 
he  was  an  hearer  of  St.  John,  the  author  of  the  Revelation.  He 
himself  professes  that  he  only  followed  those  who  taught  the  truth, 
and  who  related  "  the  commands  given  by  Christ  himself,  and  coming 
from  the  tmth  itself."    That  he  received  "  the  words  of  the  apostles 
from  those  who  followed  them,"  or  conversed  with  them  ;  and  only 
writ  the  things  "he  had  well  learned  and  well  remembered."  Euse- 
bius (H.  Ecc.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.9)  moreover  adds,  that  his  relation  touch- 
ing the  tradition  of  the  millennium  prevailed  "  with  most  of  the 
clergy  that  lived  after  him  to  entertain  it."   Justin  Martyr  (Dial, 
cum  Tryph,  p.  308),  speaking  of  the  same  doctrine,  premises,  that  he 
chose  not  to  follow  the  doctrine  of  men,  but  of  God,  and  the  doctrines 
delivered  by  him.    And  then  he  adds,  that  "  there  was  a  man  among 
them  named  John,  one  of  Christ's  twelve  apostles,  who,  in  hie  Reve- 
lations, had  foretold  that  the  faithful  should  reign  with  Christ  a  thou- 
sand years  in  J erusalem,  and  that  our  Lord  Christ  said  the  same  thing." 
Irenaus  (lib.  v.  cap.  33),  adds,  that  "the  seniors  who  saw  St.  John 
the  disciple  of  our  Lord,  remembered  how  they  had  heard  him  say, 
that  he  had  heard  our  Lord  Christ  teach  this  doctrine:  "  and  then  he 
repeats  the  very  words  in  which  Christ  taught  this,  and  tells  us  that 
he  had  them  also  from  Papias  the  friend  of  Polycarp,  adding  (cap.  36,) 
that  "  this,  according  to  the  seniors,  the  disciples  of  the  apostles,  is 
the  ordinance  and  the  appointment  concerning  those  that  shall  be 
saved;"  and  that  oar  Lord  taught  this  when  he  promised  to  drink 
new  wine  with  his  disciples  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  St.  Paul, 
when  he  said  that  the  creation  should  be  freed  from  the  l)ondage  of 
corruption  into  the  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.    As  for  the  kingdom 
promised  to  us  after  the  resurrection  for  a  thousand  years,— Ezekiel 
knew  it,  &;iys  Tertullian  :  the  apostle  John  saw  it ;  and  the  new  word 
of  prophecy,  which  we  believe,  gives  testimony  of  it.    Adv.  Marcion, 
lib.  111.  cap.  24.    And  if  Gelasius  Cyzicenus  may  be  credited,  this 
was  the  doctrine  delivered  by  the  Nicene  Council  in  these  words— 
"  We  expect  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  according  to  the  scriptures, 
at  the  appearance  of  the  kingdom  of  our  great  God  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  then,  as  Daniel  saith,  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  shall 
receive  a  kingdom,  and  the  earth  shall  be  pure  and  holy ;  which  David, 
by  the  eye  of  faith  foreseeing,  says,  "  I  believe  to  see"  the  goocbiess  of 
the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living  ;  "  and  the  son  of  David,  "  Blessed 
are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth."  These  things  we  have 
established  from  the   Ecclesiastical  Constitutions,  most  diligently 
framed  by  the  holy  fathers."    Hist.  Cone.  Nic.  lib.  ii.  cap.  30. 

"  II.  They  apeak  of  this,  not  as  a  probable  opinion,  but  as  a  thing 
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which  they  were  certainly  assured  of.  "  We  know,"  says  Justin 
Martyr,  "  the  resurrection  of  the  flesh,  and  the  thousand  years  in 
Jerusalem."'  Dial,  cum  Tryph.  p.  307.  "  The  benediction  doth  with- 
out contradiction  belong  to  the  times  of  the  kingdom,"  sa5's  Irenseus, 
Lib.  V.  cap.  33.  And  again,  "  These  promises  do  most  manifestlj' 
signify  the  banquet  of  the  creation,  which  God  has  promised  to  give 
them  in  the  kingdom  of  the  just"  (cap.  34);  and  a  third  time  (cap.  35.) 
"  These  and  other  things  are  without  controversy  spoken  as  things 
which  are  to  happen  in  the  resurrection  of  the  just." 

"III.  They  confidently  cite,  as  plain  assertors  of  this  doctrine,  the 
prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  the  sayings  of  our  Lord  and  his 
apostles  in  the  New.  This  thousand  years,  says  Justin  Martyr,  the 
prophets,  Esaias,  and  Ezekiel,  and  others,  do  confess,  Esaias  mani- 
festly declares,  says  Irenasus  (lib.  v.  c.  34),  that  there  shall  be  such 
joy  in  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  Ezekiel  saith  the  same  thing,  and 
so  doth  Daniel.  The  testimonies  of  the  prophets  touching  this  matter 
are  so  many,  says  Lactantius  (lib.  vii.  cap.  26),  that  it  would  be  infi- 
nite to  collect  them.  That  our  Lord  referred  to  it  when  he  promised 
that  the  meek  should  inherit  the  earth,  is  the  assertion  of  Irenaeus 
(lib.  v.  cap.  32),  and  the  forementioned  testimony  of  the  Nicene  Coim- 
cil ;  and  also  when  he  said,  "  Thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  resur- 
rection of  the  just,"  ea,ys  the  same  Irenaeus  (cap.  33);  and  when  be 
promised  to  them  who  left  lands,  houses,  parents,  brethren,  and  chil- 
dren for  his  sake,  that  they  should  have  an  hundred  fold  now  in  this 
life.  So  Irenaeus  (lib.  v.  cap.  33),  and  St.  Cyprian,  when  he  said 
to  his  disciples,  "  1  will  not  henceforth  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
till  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father's  kingdom."  When  to 
that  question  of  St.  Peter's,  "  We  have  left  all  and  followed  thee, 
what  shall  we  have  ?  " — he  answers.  In  the  new  and  second  state, 
the  resurrection  of  the  just,  "  when  the  Son  of  Man  sitteth  on  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  you  also  shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel."  Hieron.  in  Matt.  six.  27.  And  when, 
having  corrected  their  mistakes  about  this  matter,  he  adds,  "  Ye  are 
they  that  have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptation,  and  I  appoint  to 
you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  to  me ;  that  you  may 
eat  and  drink  with  me  in  my  kingdom."  This,  saith  Justin  Martyr 
(p.  312),  is  the  mystery  of  our  regeneration. 

"  They  cite  to  the  same  purpose  that  testimony  of  St.  Paul  (Rom. 
viii.  21 ),  saying,  that  the  creature  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  ;  which 
liberty  is  in  the  next  verse  styled  the  redemption  of  the  bodj',  from 
that  death  to  which  it  was  subject,  through  the  disobedience  of  Adam, 
and  with  which  will  be  also  a  redemption  of  the  creature  from  that 
curse  wliich  the  earth  suffered  for  his  sake.    Iron.  lib.  v.  cap.  32,  34. 
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They  cite  to  the  same  purpose  that  passage  of  St.  Peter,  who  saith, 
"  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years 
as  one  day."  And  this  we  know,  says  Justin  Martyr  (p.  308),  that 
these  words  do  relate  to  the  millennium.  Again,  when  Esaias  says, 
we  look  for  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  he  meant,  says  Justin,  in 
the  promise  of  the  millennium.  These  things,  says  Irenaeus,  are 
without  controversy  spoken  of  the  resurrection,  in  which  the  just 
shall  reign  on  earth.    Lib.  v.  cap.  ;5.5. 

"  Lastly,  as  for  the  author  of  the  Revelation,  they  all  with  one  con- 
sent declare  he  speaks  expressly  of  it ;  and  indeed  he  seems  to  do 
it  so  expressly,  that  when  in  the  third  century  some  Christians 
began  to  dislike  this  opinion,  they  began  also  to  question  the  au- 
thority of  this  book,  which  was  never  before  doubted  of  by  any 
Christian. 

•'  Fourthly.  These  fathers  expressly  teach  that  this  doctrine  of  the 
millennium  was  denied  chiefly  by  heretics,  and  such  as  were  deceived 
by  them.  (Lib.  5.  cap.  32.)  Thus  Irenseus,  in  the  preface  of  his 
discourse  on  this  subject,  saith  he  found  it  necessary  to  speak  thereof, 
because  some  men's  opinions  were  perverted  by  the  speeches  of  the 
heretics,  and  they  understood  not  the  appointment  of  God  ;  and  the 
mystery  of  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  and  of  the  kingdom.  (Lib. 
5.  cap.  31.)  And  again  he  says,  "  that  some  of  those  who  are  thought 
to  have  believed  aright,  do  go  beyond  the  order  of  the  promotion  of 
the  just,  and  know  not  the  methods  of  their  training  up, —or  being 
exercised  to  incorruption,  having  in  themselves  heretical  senses  (of 
this  matter).  For  the  heretics,  despising  the  formation  of  God  (i.  e, 
the  body  framed  by  him)  and  not  receiving  the  salvation  of  their  flesh, 
(or  not  believing  that  it  shall  be  saved,)  say,  that  as  soon  as  the)-  are 
dead,  they  transcend  the  heavens,  and  the  Maker  of  them,  and  go  to 
that  mother  or  father  which  they  have  feigned  to  themselves  ;  they 
therefore  who  reject,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  all  resurrection  of  the 
tlesh,  what  wonder  is  it  that  they  know  not  the  order  of  the  resur- 
rection ?  "  This  order,  with  the  method  by  which  we  are  exercised 
to  incorruption  and  the  enjoyment  of  God,  he  afterwards  declares  to 
be  this,  (cap  32,)  '*  that  our  first  resurrection  is  the  beginning  of  in- 
corruption, by  living  in  which  kingdom  they  who  are  worthy  so  to  do, 
by  little  and  little  do  accustom  themselves  to  enjoy  God.  And  that 
the  just  man  thus  raised  (cap.  35,)  shall  truly  exercise  or  fit  himself 
for  incorruptibility,  and  increase  and  flourish  in  the  times  of  that 
kingdom,  that  he  may  be  made  capable  of  the  glory  of  the  Father." 
And  a  third  time  (  cap.  30,)  that  man  being  renewed  and  making  sucli 
progress  to  incorruption  that  he  cannot  now  wax  old— then  they  who 
are  worthy  shall  ascend  to  heaven." 
"Justin  Martyr  being  asked  by  Trypho  whether  he  believed  that 
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Jerusalem  should  be  rebuilt,  and  the  Christians  should  be  gathered 
together  there  with  Christ,  and  the  patriarchs  and  the  prophets,  an- 
swers thus  :  "  I  have  before  confessed  unto  thee  that  1  and  many 
others  are  of  this  judgment;  "adding,  that  he  therefore  embraced 
this  doctrine,  because  he  chose  not  to  follow  men  or  their  doctrines, 
but  Uod ;  and  telling  Trypho,  that  if  the  Jews  had  met  vvith  any  who 
did  not  confess  this,  but  blasphemed  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  he  was  not  to  esteem  them  Christians,  though  they  were  called 
Christian.  For  I  and  all  Christiana  that  are  entirely  orthodox,  do 
know  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  flesh,  and  a  thousand  years 
in  Jerusalem,  built,  adorned,  and  enlarged,  as  the  prophets  Ezekiel, 
Esaias,  and  others  have  confessed."  Now,  by  comparing  of  these 
words  with  what  before  was  spoken  by  him  of  the  Gnostics,  and  the 
following  branches  of  that  heresy,  the  Marcionites,  the  Valentinian^, 
Basilidians,  and  Saturnilians,  it  will  be  evident  that  Justin  Martyr 
speaks  here  especially  of  them.  For, 

"  1.  There  you  will  tind  him  saying  of  those  heretics,  that  they 
taught  men  to  blaspheme  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob. 
And  here,  that  some  of  them  who  did  not  own  the  millennium  were 
men  who  dared  to  blaspheme  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob. 

"  2.  There  you  will  find  them  expressly  styled  the  Marcionites, 
Valentinians,  Basilidians,  and  Saturnilians  :  here  you  will  find  them 
generally  described  by  this  character,  that  they  say  there  is  no  resur- 
rection of  the  dead ;  but  that  as  soon  as  they  die  their  souls  were 
received  into  heaven,  as  Irenaeus  before  noted  of  those  deniers  of 
the  millennium,  and  as  is  certainlj'  true  of  all  the  heretics  here 
mentioned ;  for  the  Marcionites  denied  the  resurrection  of  the  flesh, 
and  held,  that  the  soul  onh'  should  be  saved.  Basilides  denied  the 
resurrection  of  the  flesh.  (Danajus  in  Aug.  de  Heres.  c.  xxii.  f.  100. 
b.)  The  Saturnilians  said,  that  there  would  be  no  resurrection  of 
the  flesh,  because  the  body  would  not  be  saved.  The  Valentinians 
denied  the  resurrection  of  the  flesh,  saying,  that  our  souls  only,  not 
our  bodies,  were  redeemed  by  Christ.  (Dan.  ibid.  c.  4,  f.  GO  b.  Ibid, 
cap.  11, f.  79  a.)  Moreover,  he  promises  to  write  a  book  against 
these  deniers  of  the  millennium,  which,  what  it  should  be,  except  his 
book  against  heresj-  in  general,  or  against  Marciim  in  particular,  I  do 
not  know. 

3.  There  he  declares,  that  true  Christians  did  in  nothing  commu- 
nicate with  these  men,  as  knowing  they  were  Atheists,  (i.  e.  wicked) 
ungodly  and  unjust ;  and  here  he  forbids  Trypho  to  account  them 
Christians,  saying  they  no  more  deserved  that  name,  than  the  Sad- 
ducees,  and  other  heretics  among  the  Israelites,  deserved  the  name  of 
Jews.    Now  let  it  be  considered. 

"  1.  That  this  doctrine  was  owned  in  the  first  a™^  of  the  church 
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b)-  the  greatest  number  of  the  Christian  clergy,  as  is  confessed  by 
Eusebius,  that  by  the  confession  of  St.  Jerome,  many  ecclesiastical 
men  and  martyrs  had  asserted  it  before  his  time,  (H.  Eccle.  1.  3.  c. 
39— in  Jer.  19,)  and  that  even  in  his  days  it  was  the  doctrine,  which 
a  great  multitude  of  Christians  followed,  (Proem,  in  lib.  18,  Com.  in 
Esa. )  that  it  was  received  not  only  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  church 
by  Papias,  Justin,  Iren.-eus,  Nepos,  Apollinarius,  Methodius,  but  also 
in  the  west  and  south  by  Tertullian,  Cyprian,  Victorinus,  Lactantius, 
and  Severus,  and,  if  we  may  credit  Gelasius  Cyzicenus,  bj'  the  first 
Nicene  Council. 

"  2.  That  these  men  taught  this  doctrine,  not  as  doctors  onl}',  but 
as  witnesses  of  the  tradition  which  they  had  received  from  Christ  and 
his  apostles,  and  which  was  taught  them  by  the  elders,  the  disciples 
of  Christ,  whicb  pass  among  the  Romanists  for  authentic  works  of 
apostolical  tradition. 

3.  That  they  pretend  to  ground  it  upon  numerous  and  manifest 
testimonies  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  speak  of  them 
as  texts  which  would  admit  no  otlier  meaning,  and  which  they  knew 
to  have  this  meaning  ;  and  then  let  any  Romanists  shew  anything  of 
a  like  nature  for  any  article  pretended  by  the  church  of  Rome  to  be 
derived  from  tradition  to  them." 


V. 

SUBJECTS   FOE  LECTURES  ON  THE   RESTOK.\TION  OF 
ISKAEL,  SUGGESTED  BY  A  FRIEND. 


OLD  TEST.i.MKNT  LIST. 

1.  Isa.  Ix.  20,21. — Israel's  con- 
version. 

■2.  Jer.  xxxi.  35—37.  —  Un- 
changcableness  of  Israel's 
nationality. 

3.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  21,  22.— Res- 

toration of  the  kingdom  of 
Israel. 

4.  Dan.  xii.  1. — Time  of  trou- 

ble, and  interposition  of 
Christ. 

5.  Mai.  iv.  4— 6.— Return  of 

Elijah. 


NEW  'I'B.ST.-iMENT  LLST. 

1.  Rom.  xi.  2G. —  Israel's  na- 

tional conversion. 

2.  Acts  ii.  39. — Israel's  present 

right  to  gospel  promises. 

3.  Acts  i.  fi,  7. — Restoration  of 

the  kingdom  to  Israel. 

4.  Matt.  xvii.  11. — Return  of 

Elijah. 

fi.  Matt,  xxiii.  39,  or  Acts  iii. 
19 — 21. — The  condition  on 
which  the  Lord's  return  to 
Israel  depends. 
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6.  Jer.  iii.  14 — 15. — A  church 

gathered  at  Jerusalem,  be- 
fore the  national  conver- 
sion. 

7.  Ezek.xx.38. — Troubles  which 

the  unbelieving  portion  of 
the  nation  must  undergo. 

8.  Jer.xxxi.31 — 34. — New  cove- 

nant with  Israel. 

9.  Zech.  xiv.  16. — Jerusalem  the 

religious  metropolis  of  the 
world. 

10.  Zech.   xiv.  9. — The  govern- 

ment of  the  world  a  theo- 
cracv. 

11.  Isa.  Ixi'i.  10— 12.— The  means 

to  hasten  the  coming  of  the 
day  of  Christ. 

12.  Habaic.  ii.  3.-The  duty  of 

faithful  expectation  ; 
or, 

Isa.  XXV.  9. — The  joy  of  Christ's 
people  at  his  approach. 


C.  Luke  i.  31— 33.  — Christ's 
possession  of  the  throne  of 
David. 

7.  Luke    xxii.    29— 30.— The 

apostles  rulers  over  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

8.  Luke  xxi.  28.— The  signs  of 

Christ's  coming. 

9.  Matt.  xxiv.   15.— The  ge- 

neral preaching  of  the  gos- 
pel. 

10.  2  Peter  iii.  3,  4.— The  cha- 

racter of  the  last  days. 

11.  Matt.  xxiv.  44.— The  sud- 

denness of  Christ's  advent. 

12.  Heb.  ix.  28.— The  blessed- 

ness of  those  who  wait  for 
him. 


ANOTHER  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  THE  SCRIPTURAL 
CLAIMS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ISRAEL,  SUGGESTED  BY 
A  FRIEND. 

1.  The  importance  of  the  subject  in  its  bearing  on  the  Divine  glory, 

the  present  duty  and  future  hopes  of  the  chnrch,  and  the  spiri- 
tual welfare  of  the  Christian.    Psalm  cxxii.  (J — 9. 

2.  The  literal  interpretation  of  prophecy  ;  its  historical  waiTant,  true 

limits,  and  spiritual  character,  with  remarks  on  figurative  lan- 
guage, symbolic  prophecies,  aad  analogical  applications.  Luke 
xxiv,  25,  or  Hab.  ii.  2,  or  Isaiah  ii.  5.    Compare  1 — 4. 

3.  The  covenant  with  Abraham,  its  distinct  parts,  its  past  earnests, 

present  continuance,  and  completed  fulness  in  the  glory  of  Israel. 
Gen.  xviii.  7,  8,  or  xxii.  15 — 18,  or  Micah  vii.  20,  Luke  i.  54,  55. 

4.  The  covenant  with  David,  its  typical  earnests,  temporary  suspen- 

sion since  the  first  captivity,  and  its  accomplishment  in  Christ's 
visible  kingdom.    Jer.  xxiii.  5 — 8.    Psalm  cxxxii.  11  — 14. 

5.  The  first  restoration  from  Babylon,  partial,  temporary,  a  reviving 

in  bondage,  its  special  design,  and  contrast  with  the  promised 
glory.    Neb.  ix.  36—38. 


APPENDIX. 


415 


G.  The  new  covenant  in  its  bearing  on  the  prospects  of  Israel,  sealed 
by  Messiah's  death  ;  the  conditional  promises  assured  by  his 
sacrifice  to  his  people  Israel.    Rom.  xv.  8,  or  Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 37. 

7.  The  present  dispersion  of  Judali,  a  moral  warning  to  the  Gentiles, 

a  falfilment  of  literal  prophecies,  a  sure  pledge  of  their  final 
return.    Rom.  xi.  11,  12. 

8.  The  miraculous  nature  of  God's  dealings  with  Israel,  and  its  bear- 

ing upon  their  future  prospects.  Micah  vii.  15,  Psalm  cxlvii.  "20. 
.*).  The  restoration  and  conversion  of  Judah.    Isaiah  xi.  11 — 16. 

10.  The  restoration  and  conversion  of  Israel.    Rosea  iii.  4,  5. 

1 1.  Jerusalem,  its  past  history  and  promised  glory.  Matt.  v.  .^5  ; 
xxiii.  37  —  39.    Psalm  c.xxxii.  1,3,  14. 

12.  The  signs  of  Israel's  approaching  redemption.  Ps.  cii.  13 — 1.5. 

13.  The  coming  of  the  Messiah  and  its  connection  with  Israel's  glory. 
Acts  iii.  19,  20,  (compare  original.)  Zech.  ii.  10,  11 ;  xiv.  4 — 9. 

14.  The  practical  lessons  to  the  Gentile  churches.  2  Peter  iii.  13,  14. 

Rom.  xi.  19 — 25. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

The  Author  has  pleasure  in  referring  to  a  work  that  has  only  just 
been  published,  and  come  under  his  notice  ;  "  Isaiah  unfulfilled  ; 
Ijeing  an  exposition  of  the  Prophet,  with  new  version  and  critical 
notices:  by  the  Rev.  R.  Govett,  Junr."  He  has  not  had  time 
minutely  to  examine  it,  but  he  is  tliankful  to  see  the  attention  of  able 
students  of  Scripture  directed  to  the  j-et  unfulfilled  prophecies  of 
Isiiiah,  and  sees  much  in  this  work  in  accordance  with  his  own  views. 
Mr.  Govett  stite.s  his  "  endeavour  to  be  to  point  out,  where  the  pro- 
phecies resembled  in  the  main  the  state  of  Jerusalem  and  Judea  in 
the  days  they  were  delivered  ;  next  the  points  in  which  they  obtained 
a  partial  completion  at  the  first  Advent  of  the  Saviour ;  and  still  more 
fully  to  explain  those  prophecies  which  yet  expect  their  complete 
developement  in  the  times  preceding,  attending,  and  succeeding  his 
return." 


June  16,  1841. 


L.  SEELEY, 

PBIKTBE, 
THAMES  DITTON. 
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